
• This Shabbat - Youth Minyan Moving Up! 
Join us in the main minyan as the Youth Take 
the Reins 

• With gratitude to HaShem we are pleased to 
announce the birth of baby boy to Avital and 
Ariel Dorfman on the first day of Shavuot. 
Mazel to the new grandparents Yael and Dr. Eli 
Bienenstock and to Pauline and Jeffrey 
Dorfman. Mazel Tov to the great grandparents 
Bruriah and Dan Francis, Chana Bienenstock,  
Evelyn and Joe Mandel, and Bernice Dorfman. 
The Shalom Zachor is planned for Friday night 
at Shomer Shabbat shul.  

• This years Graduation Kiddush will be on 
Shabbat June 22nd, 2019. The cost will be $75 
per family. To participate in the Kiddush please 
send us your payment and names of your 
graduating kids and schools at https://
www.orchaim.com/form/2019graduation. 
Deadline is THIS Monday June 17th. 

• The next selection of the O book club is 
“SOLACERS” by Arion Golmakani. Time and 
place TBD. 
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     8:43 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   8:00 am 
 Shacharit:         8:45 am 
 Youth/Family Minyan in main shul 
 Kids Program 0-6 years:  9:15 am 
         6-9 years:  9:30 am 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:   7:30 pm 
 Mincha:          8:30 pm 
 Maariv:          9:39 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      9:46 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by the 
minyan in honour of and as a Hakarat 
Hatov to the Pituchey-Chotam and Ben 
Meir families who are returning to Israel. 
They have fostered many relationships in 
the community and contributed greatly to 
the minyan during their time here. We will 
surely miss not having them around. We 
wish them the very best and look forward 
to seeing them in Israel. 

Kiddush is also co-sponsored by Jeff and 
Bluma Feintuch on Jeff ’s father ’s 
upcoming yahrzeit, Louis Feintuch, יהודה 
 on this Sunday, thirteenth of ,אריה בך יוסף
Sivan. May his Neshama have an aliyah.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

June 15: Goldberg S&M & Judelman 
June 22: Farkas & Sasson 
June 29: Bookman & Muskat 
July 6: Kellen & Fox 
July 13: Diamond & Allen 
July 20: Rosenstein & Newman 
New Toranut list at https://www.orchaim.com/
toranut. Please remember to come on your dates. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Devar Torah:  R. Wayne Allen 

Shiur: TBD

OR CHAIM MINYAN 
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Greeter Toranut Rotation this Shabbat: 
8:45-9:15 Marty Goldberg 
9:15-9:45 Steve Frenkiel 
9:45-10:15 Rayfel & Rochelle Schneider 
10:15-10:45 Daniel Weitzner
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Nasso: More is Less by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

The Torah uses its words sparingly—and sometimes 
not at all. The Torah tells us very little about the laws 
of Shabbat[1]. They are, in the poetic words of the 
Mishna (Chagigah 10a), “like mountains reliant on a 
thread of hair” or, in the case of annulling vows, 
“floating in the air with nothing to lean on”. It is only 
through the Oral Law that we can begin to 
understand how to observe these laws. 

Yet strangely enough, the Torah devotes 89 verses 
to describing the gifts that the leaders of each tribe 
brought to the newly dedicated Mishkan. Moreover, 
each leader brought exactly the same gift and yet 
still the Torah enumerates each individual gift, 
repeating the same paragraph twelve times. Is it 
really necessary to record it an additional eleven 
times? 
The simple answer is yes, it was necessary. Precisely 
because the gifts were exactly the same, each was 
worthy of mention. The princes did not try to outdo 
each other with bigger and better gifts, but were 
content to share the credit in building the Mishkan. 
A bigger gift may have received more recognition 
for the individual bringing it, but it would have 
destroyed the communal unity so necessary to build 
a strong society. 

The desire for religious one-upmanship is 
something we must guard against. Religious 
practice must be dictated by a sincere desire to carry 
out G-d’s will, not as a means to prove our piety, or 
to curry favour with our neighbours. We must not 
use religion as a way to distinguish ourselves from 
our less—or even our more—observant brethren, 
seeing ourselves as better than they[2]. Such is a 
recipe for a fragmented community in which, for 
many, unity is sadly not even a goal. 

The rabbis in the Talmud were wary of newfound 
religious stringency. They declared that once a 
practice has been established, a later generation is 
not to question its religious legitimacy. Therefore, 
even though an improperly executed get renders 
any subsequent marriage adulterous and any 
children illegitimate, the Talmud (Gittin 6b) disallows 

a certain stringency in the laws writing a get, a bill of 
divorce, as that would imply that previous gittin were 
invalid. The mere implication of irregularities by the 
prior generations did not allow the stringency to 
gain rabbinic approval. 

Similarly, Rabbi Yisrael Isserlin (Terumat Hadeshen, 
#74), writing in 15th century Austria, would not even 
listen to arguments that a long- standing eiruv was 
invalid. Since it was built with the approval of the 
rabbis of the previous generations, questioning its 
validity would represent an unwarranted attack on 
the leaders of prior generations. Not to use such an 
eiruv would amount to a declaration that the Jews of 
previous generations had been violators of Shabbat, 
a view that can’t be countenanced. 

There is no doubt that our generation continues to 
see increased meticulousness and stringency in the 
application of Jewish law, as compared with the 
previous generation. The access to a solid Jewish 
education that was not available to many of our 
parents and grandparents has enabled us to more 
fully apply halacha to our lives. There was laxity in the 
observance of many mitzvot, but often it was due to 
simple ignorance. The increased observance in 
these areas of laxity is something to be proud of, 
reflecting the maturity of Jewish life on these shores. 

On the other hand, some of the practices that were 
sanctioned by the great rabbis of the previous 
generations have also come under attack. Instead of 
reflecting greater piety, this may show a religious 
insecurity and ignorance of the sacredness of 
established practice. 

As we strive to grow in Torah observance, we must 
ensure that we are motivated by a sincere desire to 
fulfill the will of G-d. Such is not at all easy, but it is 
the proper path to increased piety. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
[1] That we can learn more from stories than law is the basis of 
Sefer Breisheet, where story after story—and at times, the same 
story repeated—offers a much more powerful lesson than any 
law could. 
[2] It is the desire to make ourselves look better without the hard 
work needed to do so that helps explain why we often speak 
lashon hara. By making others look bad, we think we can make 
ourselves look good (and sadly, often we can). 

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  8:50 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Avraham Katzman (Mother) 
4 Sivan - Cyril bat Mordechai and Chaya Sarah 

Steven Wesfield (Mother) 
4 Sivan - Chaya Leah bat Harav Moshe Aharon 
HaCohen 

Want to know what time is davening? Want to make a 
donation? Want a yahrzeit reminder?  Get the Or 
Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to https://
www.orchaim.com/getapp to download today.


