
As you will have noticed, over the last two weeks 
we have taken a few steps to enhance security at 
our minyan. In addition to the recently installed 
emergency phone (in the hallway by the 
women's washroom), we have locked the main 
doors to the building and asked members to 
volunteer as greeters to welcome members and 
guests into the shul. We believe these measures 
are reasonable steps to ensure everyone in our 
minyan feels safe in our minyan.   At the  same 
time we feel it is vital to ensure our minyan 
continues to be a warm, welcoming and 
accessible minyan and would ask all members to 
consider volunteering as a greeter to welcome 
members and guests into our shul. Sign up at 
h t t p : / / w w w . o r c h a i m . c o m / f o r m /
greeetervolunteer.html 
• Mazel tov to Dari Zlochower and to her parents 

Dovid and Deborah on the occasion of her Bat 
Mitzvah this past week. 

• Fa r e w e l l B r u n c h R e c e p t i o n o n Yo m 
Yerushalayim, Sunday June 2nd - it's a special 
group of Honourees this year including Rabbi 
Gal and Talyah Ben-Meir and Rabbi Aviad and 
Hodaya Pituchey-Chotam. See flyer for more 
details or visit to RSVP at www.BASevent.org 

• The O book club will be meeting this week at 
the home of Ophira Sone, 14 Raeburn Ave, at 6 
pm in the evening. We are very lucky to have 
Jordana Leibowitz join us to discuss her book 
“To Look a Nazi in the Eye” about the trial of 
Oscar Groning. You do not have to read the 
book to attend. New members welcome. 

SHABBAT BEHAR


20 IYAR 5779 | MAY 25, 2019


Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     8:27 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   8:00 am 
 Shacharit:         8:45 am 
 Family Minyan:      9:15 am 
 Kids Program 0-6 years:  9:15 am 
         6-9 years:  9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     5:00 pm 
 R. Vanier Shiur:      7:15 pm 
 Mincha:          8:15 pm 
 Maariv:          9:24 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      9:31 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

K i d d u s h t h i s S h a b b a t i s m i n y a n 
sponsored.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

May 25: Paskowitz & Wesfield 
June 1: Samuel & Kagedan 
June 8: No Toranut 
Shavuot I: Sonenberg & Weiss 
Shavuot II: Hoffman & Levin 

New Toranut list at https://www.orchaim.com/
toranut. Please remember to come on your dates. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Devar Torah:  R. Noah Sonenberg 

Shiur: Rabbi Benji Levy
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Behar: Leaving Egypt by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

“I am the Lord your G-d, who took you out of the land 
of Egypt”. While we associate these words with the first 
of the aseret hadibrot, the words above are actually 
taken from this week’s parsha. “If your brother 
becomes impoverished...do not take from him 
interest…I am the Lord your G-d, who took you out of 
the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, to be 
your G-d ” (Vayikra 25:38). Rashi, quoting our Sages, 
suggests that the juxtaposition of the Exodus to the 
laws of interest teaches us that G-d took us out of 
Egypt for us to observe His commandments, even if it 
is difficult. In other words, G-d took us out of Egypt so 
that we could lend money interest-free! 

This exact phrase, “I am the Lord your G-d, who took 
you out of the land of Egypt”, is also used in connection 
with the command to have “honest scales, honest 
weights, honest measures” (Vayikra 19:36). And Rashi, 
echoing what he wrote above, notes al menat ken, that 
having honest weights is the reason we were taken out 
of Egypt. Pesach, matzah, and marror play a secondary 
role in the Exodus to that of honesty and interest-free 
loans. 

Yet in discussing interest-free loans, the Torah adds an 
additional phrase not found in relationship to honest 
weights. “I am the Lord your G-d, who took you out of 
the land of Egypt to give to you the land of Canaan, to 
be for you a G-d”. Rashi notes that by observing the 
Divine command, i.e., by lending money interest-free, 
we will merit to inherit the land of Israel. 

Lending out money interest-free is difficult indeed. We 
charge others to rent our homes, cars or offices: we 
charge for all services, but somehow, when it comes to 
money, we must be there to help with no potential for 
profit: “I am the Lord your G-d, who took you out of the 
land of Egypt”. In many ways, refraining from charging 
interest is an even more difficult command than that of 
the observance of shmittah, which forms a major part 
of the parsha. 

The Torah commands that all loans not repaid by the 
shmittah (sabbatical) year are to be cancelled, with the 
creditor losing not only any potential interest, but his 
principal. Yet the loss of principal is a risk that can be 
mitigated. One can do due diligence to ensure that 
loans are given only to those who are reputable, 
creditworthy and not likely to renege. And if one has 

miscalculated, well, that is the risk of business. But to let 
others use your money with absolutely no possibility of 
profit is most difficult indeed. Yet it is a necessary 
component of building up a nation. “Zion shall be 
redeemed through justice, and its returnees through 
charity” (Yishayahu 1:27). And there is no greater form 
of charity than lending money interest-free. 

To be worthy of leaving Egypt, we need only ensure 
that our dealings are conducted honestly. However, in 
order to build a community in Israel, we must observe 
a more difficult mitzvah, the mitzvah of lending money 
interest-free. 

It was at Sinai that we heard the voice of G-d, who took 
us out of the land of Egypt. It was the Exodus that 
serves as the backdrop to revelation, and it is revelation 
that obligates us in mitzvot. And immediately following 
revelation, the Torah lists much of our civil and criminal 
codes, identifying in great detail those mitzvot that 
must infuse our daily (even, at times, mundane) 
existence. These laws begin by detailing the dignity 
with which a slave must be treated—a concept that was 
no less revolutionary than the notion of a G-d who 
intervenes in the historical process by taking us out of 
Egypt. “I am the Lord your G-d” obligates us to treat the 
weakest in society with the utmost of caring. 

Thus, we should not be surprised that immediately 
after the command to lend money interest-free, the 
Torah warns, “If your brother becomes impoverished 
with you and is sold to you [into slavery], you shall not 
work him with slave labour” (Vayikra 25:39). Our Rabbis 
explain that slave labour is work designed to show the 
lowly status of one’s employee, to create feelings of 
inferiority amongst the workers. 

Offering employment to others is the one form of 
charity that “ranks” higher than that of an interest-free 
loan. But employment also affords the possibility to 
lord it over others, to raise ourselves as we lower 
others, to act like Pharaoh in Egypt. Let us remember 
that, “they are My servants whom I have taken out of 
the land of Egypt” (25:42).

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  8:35 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Eli Magder (Father) 
20 Iyar - Harry Magder - צבי בן יוסף 

Doreen Sosnovitch (Brother) 
26 Iyar - Bernie Zaifman 

Want to know what time is davening? Want to make a 
donation? Want a yahrzeit reminder?  Get the Or 
Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to https://
www.orchaim.com/getapp to download today.


