
Please note that an emergency phone has finally 
been installed. It is located in the hallway of 
outside the women’s section. It is in a big red box 
marked EMERGENCY on it. When you pick up 
the phone it will dial 911 automatically. Please 
don’t test the phone and only use it in case of an 
emergency. Hopefully we will never need to use 
it. We are also looking for volunteers to help with 
security. The board is working on other safety 
and security initiatives that I hope to share with 
you soon. We are always striving to make Or 
Chaim as safe as possible and look forward to 
working with everyone in this endeavour. 
• Fa r e w e l l B r u n c h R e c e p t i o n o n Yo m 

Yerushalayim, Sunday June 2nd - it's a special 
group of Honourees this year including Rabbi 
Gal and Talyah Ben-Meir and Rabbi Aviad and 
Hodaya Pituchey-Chotam. See flyer for more 
details or visit to RSVP at www.BASevent.org 

•   The next meeting of the O book club will take 
place on Shabbat May 25, 2019 at 6 pm in the 
afternoon at the home of Ophira Sone, 14 
Raeburn Ave. Jordan Leibowitz will be be 
discussing her new book “To Look a Nazi in the 
Eye” about her experience of accompanying 3 
survivors to Germany for the trial of Oscar 
Groening. 

SHABBAT EMOR
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     8:20 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   8:00 am 
 Shacharit:         8:45 am 
 Family Minyan:      9:15 am 
 Kids Program 0-6 years:  9:15 am 
         6-9 years:  9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     5:00 pm 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:   7:10 pm 
 Mincha:          8:10 pm 
 Maariv:          9:17 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      9:24 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Yocheved and Joe Zeifman and family in 
commemoration of the 10th yarhzeit of 
Joe's mother Sarah Bleema bat Ephraim 
Fishel, Sylvia.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

May 18: Sosnovitch & Keller 
May 25: Paskowitz & Wesfield 
June 1: Samuel & Kagedan 
June 8: No Toranut 
Shavuot I: Sonenberg & Weiss 
Shavuot II: Hoffman & Levin 
New Toranut list at https://www.orchaim.com/
toranut. Please remember to come on your dates. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Devar Torah:  R. Jay Kelman 

Shiur: R. Shlomo Gemara

OR CHAIM MINYAN 
159 ALMORE AVENUE 

TORONTO, ONTARIO M3H 2H9 
EMAIL: BULLETIN@ORCHAIM.COM 
VISIT US AT WWW.ORCHAIM.COM 

President        Alan Simon 
Treasurer        Lori Stochinsky 
Kiddush Coordinator   Anita Bromberg 
Communications Director Jonathan Samson 
Education/Shiurim:     Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator:   Daniel Grodzinski 
Toranut Coordinator     Rhona Grodzinski 
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Emor: G-ds Name by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

“Do not desecrate My holy name. I must be sanctified 
among the Israelites" (Vayikra 22:31). 

The role of the Jew is to sanctify the name of G-d. The 
Rambam, after opening his monumental code of Jewish 
law with four chapters dealing with issues of metaphysics, 
begins the legal section of his code with the sentence, 
"The entire house of Israel is commanded on the 
sanctification of His great Name" (Yesodei H Torah 5:1). 
Immediately thereafter, the Rambam details the 
conditions under which one must forfeit one's life in order 
to sanctify the name of G-d. 

The act of desecrating His name is so severe that it is the 
only sin for which repentance is not possible in one's 
lifetime. Neither repentance, nor Yom Kippur, nor 
suffering can fully atone for this most grievous of sins. 

Of course, man's actions can have no effect on G-d 
Himself, and thus it is His name that we must sanctify. Our 
tradition places great emphasis on names; reflecting, as 
they so often do, fundamental aspects of a person's life 
and character. The Talmud (Bava Metziah 58b) rules that 
by calling someone by a nickname, one may lose their 
share in the world to come. While the Talmud states that 
this only applies if the name is derogatory, the Rambam 
suggests no such qualification. 

More than a reflection of our own personality, names are 
how we relate to others. Avraham Avinu, upon arriving in 
the land of Israel, built an altar and "called in G-d's 
name" (Breisheet 12:8), a model followed by his 
descendants. The phrase Vayikra B'shem Hashem, and he 
called in G-d's name,  is the constant refrain on Yom 
Kippur, introducing the thirteen attributes of G-d, which 
describe His essence. 

Kiddush Hashem  and  Chillul Hashem,  reflect no more 
and no less than our relationship to G-d. If our behaviour 
is not one that others want to emulate, then we are 
deficient in our relationship to G-d. And if, G-d forbid, our 
actions push others away from Torah, we have shown that 
despite anything else we may do, we have no relationship 
to G-d. 

Like many of the most fundamental of Jewish 
mitzvoth, Kiddush Hashem cannot be defined in a narrow 
technical sense, but reflects the image we portray  vis a 
vis our Creator. And with the shifting norms of the world 

around us, we must be ever cognizant that our portrayal is 
one that reflects well in the world in which we live. 

The Rambam includes in his definition that one's actions 
are such that "all will praise him, and they love him and 
yearn to emulate his actions; behold, this has sanctified G-
d's name". We do not have the luxury of only worrying 
about carrying out the Torah; we must be concerned with 
how our actions are perceived by others, even—nay, 
especially—by non-observant Jews and non-Jews. 

Perception is reality. Acts that are expressions of true 
Torah piety may, in the wrong time and place, actually run 
afoul of this exhortation. While few would study Torah 
aloud in the library, one might wake a sleeping traveler 
with a noisy minyan at the back of the plane. While done 
inadvertently, our Sages teach: "Intentional or 
unintentional; both are alike regarding desecration of the 
Name" (Pirkei Avot 4:5). Conversely, the Rambam rules 
that a Torah scholar who buys on credit is actually 
desecrating the Name, something that today would be 
considered the norm, and thus permissible. 

Subjectivity plays a role vis a vis not just time and place 
but also personalities. The greater the person, the greater 
the potential of Kiddush Hashem - and  the greater the 
danger of causing a  Chillul Hashem.    The greater 
the  expectations, the greater the negative    impact of 
failure. One should, for example, be careful in adopting 
stringencies that cannot be maintained, as their 
inconsistent application is liable to lead to religious 
ridicule. 

Interestingly, the notion of Kiddush Hashem and Chillul 
Hashem  is recorded as an "introduction" to the laws of 
Yom Tov. Yom Tov affords us with the opportunity to (and 
demands that we) develop our relationship with our 
Creator. It is the time we are most "before G-d"—hence, 
the obligation of going to the Beit HaMikdash on Pesach, 
Shavuot, and Sukkot. It is specifically as we grow spiritually 
that we must be concerned lest we inadvertently 
desecrate the name of G-d. The immediately preceding 
verses to this most important of principals discuss 
the korban toda, the thanksgiving offering. Remembering 
all those who helped as achieve what we have, including 
those who values we no longer identify with, is perhaps 
the best way to sanctify G-d's name. Our greatest 
gratitude must be towards G-d, as all that we have 
achieved is a direct result of the talents that G-d has given 
us. May we use them wisely.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday & Monday  7:45 am 
Tuesday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  8:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Allan Gold (Father) 
15 Iyar - Aaron Gold - אהרון ליפע בן נתנאל 

Joseph Edell (Mother) 
16 Iyar -Dolly Edell - פייגה ל'בא בת משה 

Joseph Zeifman (Mother) 
17 Iyar - Sylvia Zeifman - Sara Bleema bat Ephraim 
Fishel 

Want to know what time is davening? Want to make a 
donation? Want a yahrzeit reminder?  Get the Or 
Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to https://
www.orchaim.com/getapp to download today.


