
• The next meeting of the O book club will take 
place on Shabbat May 4, at 5:30 in the 
afternoon at the home of Tovit Rubin, 162 
Clanton Park. We will be discussing the book 
“The Art of Hearing Heartbeats”. A special 
announcement will be made at this time. New 
members welcome.  

•

SHABBAT TAZRIA / ROSH CHODESH
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     7:31 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:   8:00 am 
 Shacharit:         8:45 am 
 Family Minayn:      9:15 am 
 Kids Program 0-6 years:  9:15 am 
       6-9 years:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     5:00 pm 
 R. Jay Kelman:      6:20 pm 
 Mincha:          7:20 pm 
 Maariv:          8:28 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      8:35 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

K i d d u s h t h i s S h a b b a t i s m i n y a n 
sponsored.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

April 6: Blumenfeld & Bookman 
April 13: Brown & Carpino 
New Toranut Schedule to come  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Devar Torah: Mo Lidsky  

Shiur: David Koschitzky - Part 1 of 2

OR CHAIM MINYAN 
159 ALMORE AVENUE 

TORONTO, ONTARIO M3H 2H9 
EMAIL: BULLETIN@ORCHAIM.COM 
VISIT US AT WWW.ORCHAIM.COM 

President        Alan Simon 
Treasurer        Lori Stochinsky 
Kiddush Coordinator   Anita Bromberg 
Communications Director Jonathan Samson 
Education/Shiurim:     Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator:   Daniel Grodzinski 
Toranut Coordinator     Rhona Grodzinski 
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Tazria/HaChodesh: Home Building by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

The first of Nissan and the first of Tishrei mark the 
beginnings of the Jewish year. The solar aspect of our 
calendar—representing the fixed laws of nature—begins on 
Tishrei; whereas the lunar cycle—symbolizing the ups and 
down of Jewish history—begins on the first of Nissan. 

The solar year mirrors the agricultural cycle and begins as 
the rainy season approaches; whereas the lunar year, 
reflecting the supernatural aspect of Jewish history, begins 
with the month the Jewish people were formed into a 
nation. Even the name of the month, Nissan, related to the 
word nes or miracle, signifies the miraculous tenacity of the 
Jewish people. 

As the lunar and solar years run on separate cycles, a leap 
month is added for seven of every nineteen years, 
harmonizing the two yearly cycles. The uniqueness of Jewish 
history is, in the final analysis, just part of the natural process. 

Our Sages ordained that on the Shabbat Rosh Chodesh 
Nissan (or the shabbat before Rosh Chodesh) we are to read 
parshat Hachodesh, the command to sanctify the new moon 
and to establish Nissan as the first month of the year; a 
mitzvah so crucial that it is the first one given to the Jewish 
people. 

During non-leap years, it is generally parshat Pekudei that is 
read on the Shabbat preceding Nissan. While the haftarah 
always has a thematic link to the Torah reading—having 
originally been instituted in lieu of the Torah reading—the 
four special readings (Shekalim, Zahor, Parah and 
Hachodesh) leading up to Pesach are independent of the 
Torah reading. Nonetheless, Pekudei and Hachodesh are 
most easily linked. The parsha describes the completion of— 
and subsequent dedication of—the Mishkan, which took 
place on Rosh Chodesh Nissan. This was exactly one year to 
the day that G-d commanded Moshe and Aharon to 
establish the calendar, with Nissan as the first month. The 
first of Nissan thus marked both our physical and spiritual 
redemption. 

During leap years, it is parshat Tazria that we read on parshat 
Hachodesh. One would apparently have to look to the first 
eight verses of the parsha to find a possible thematic 
connection. The Torah details the laws of childbirth, 
including the mitzvah of brit milah. While we generally 
associate brit milah with Abraham, the actual obligation for 
us today to perform this mitzvah is based on the command 
given with respect to a new mother. We begin the Torah 
reading celebrating the birth of a child, and end it reading 
about the birth of a nation. The eating of the korban pesach, 
paschal lamb, which is the actual focus of parshat 
Hachodesh (the mitzvah of sanctifying the new moon serves 

as the introduction to the laws of korban pesach) is 
dependent on that of brit milah; “an uncircumcised [person] 
may not eat from it” (Shemot 12:48). The covenant of the 
individual and the covenant of the nation must go hand in 
hand. 

There appears, however, to be little linking the main theme 
of the parsha—the mundane laws of the skin disease of 
tzara’at—with the grandeur of the Exodus. Yet as so often 
happens, seemingly diverse components of the Torah 
complement one another. 

If Pesach is about nation-building, tzara’at is about 
destroying that very nation. Our Sages assert that tzara’at is 
the physical manifestation of a spiritual disease, that of 
lashon hara, speaking negatively about others. The word 
Pesach, etymologically, can be divided into two words: peh 
and sach, the mouth speaks. Pesach is when we are to speak 
to our children, each according to their own particular 
needs. The seder experience is one of telling a story. Even 
the sanctification of the new moon was dependent on a 
verbal declaration. But should we misuse peh sach, should 
we speak improperly, we will all be sick. 
There is no better way to incite strife and to tear apart a 
community than through words. The Torah obligates us to 
remove from the community one who manifests signs of 
tzara’at. They are to be quarantined so that they may reflect 
on what it means to build a community. 

But the link between Pesach and tzara’at does not end there. 
Tzara’at can manifest itself in a home; and if it does so, the 
Torah demands that the home be destroyed (see Vayikra 
14:33-45). Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are focused on 
prayer in shul; on Sukkot we leave our homes, and Shavuot 
celebrates the communal acceptance of Torah. Pesach is the 
holiday that is centered in the home. Over and over again 
the Torah refers to the bayit, the home, in connection to 
Pesach. “And you shall take a lamb for each father’s home, a 
lamb for the household…And if the household is too small, 
he shall take the neighbour close to his home” (Shemot 
12:4-5). Upon slaughtering the lamb, one “must take the 
blood and place it on the doorposts and on the beam of the 
home” and “the blood shall be as a sign on your home”. In 
preparation for Pesach, we must “rid your home of leaven”. 

It is in the privacy of the home that the strength of the nation 
is built. How husband and wife, parent and child, speak to 
each other will determine how enduring our homes will be. 
May our homes be so strong that we may celebrate in a 
rebuilt Temple next year, in Jerusalem.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  7:45 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Sidney Braun (Father) 
5 Nissan - יעקב בן מרדכי 

Avi Wisebrod (Mother) 
7 Nissan - Fayga Roizeh bat Shmaryahu 

Want to know what time is davening? Want 
to make a donation? Want a yahrzeit 
reminder?  Get the Or Chaim Minyan App 
Now! Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/
getapp to download today. 


