
• The unveiling for the late Mr William Wolfe A”H, 
Father of Penny Kanner, will take place on 
Sunday March 31, 2019 at 9:45 am at Bathurst 
Lawn Memorial Park, Shlomei Emunah, Section 
#40 

• Shelly Goldhar, Penny Kanner, Robin Werner 
and their   families invite the entire Community 
to celebrate the dedication of a Sefer Torah To 
Misaskim Toronto in loving memory of their 
dear parents, William and Sarah Wolfe, A”H. 
The procession will begin at 2pm this Sunday, 
March 31, 2019 from 112 Caribou Road to 
Tiferes Bais Yaakov, 85 Stormont Avenue. We 
look forward to sharing this special occasion 
with you. 

• The next meeting of the O book club will take 
place on May 4, 2019 at 530 pm, at the home 
of Tovit Rubin, 162 Clanton Park. We will be 
discussing the book “The Art of Hearing 
Heartbeats”. There wi l l be a spec ia l 
announcement at this time.  New members 
welcome.  

• With the start of daylight savings time, the start 
time for Shacharit on Shabbat will be 8:45 a.m.  
This is trial to accommodate many members 
who indicated in our recent survey that they 
would prefer starting later. The board 
recognizes that many of the members were 
used to starting at 8:30 and many would prefer 
to not change the starting time - but please 
keep an open mind.  This is only a trial, and we 
will see how it goes.

SHABBAT PARAH / SHIMINI
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     7:23 pm 
 Dr. Marc Shapiro Shiur  6:30 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 
Shabbat Day:   
 R. Dr. Zev Eleff Shiur:   7:55 am 
 Shacharit:         8:45 am 
 Family Minayn:      9:15 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      5:00 pm 
 Dr. Marc Shapiro Shiur:  5:20 pm 
 R. Dr. Zev Eleff Shiur:   6:15 pm 
 Mincha:          7:10 pm 
 Maariv:          8:20 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      8:27 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush is being sponsored by David and 
Karen Bookman to commemorate the 7th 
Yahrzeit of Karen’s mother Hilda Libman. 
May her Neshama have an Aliyah.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

March 30: Atchipalovski & Artom 
April 6: Blumenfeld & Bookman 
April 13: Brown & Carpino 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

The Or Chaim Minyan and Torah in Motion are 
honoured to welcome Rabbi Dr. Zev Eleff, Dr. 
Leslie Klein & Dr. Marc Shapiro as our scholars in 
residence. The learning begins Friday at 6:30pm (30 
minutes before mincha - in the kiddush room) with a 
shiur by Dr. Shapiro, Some Common Davening 
Mistakes. Sushi will be served. The remaining 
schedule is 

7:55 am Torah, Technology & the Transformed Beit 
Midrash: A Historical View with Rabbi Dr. Zev Eleff   

Shiur After Kiddush: Tradition & Innovative Change: 
Sarah Schenirer’s Life and Legacy with Dr. Leslie Klein  

5:20pm: Rambam & Superstition with Dr. Marc 
Shapiro 

6:15pm: Non-Jewish Wisdom & the Rabbinic Mind  
with Rabbi Dr. Zev Eleff  

Seudat Shlisheet: Raising Expectations & Lowering 
Hemlines: The Revolutionary Shift in North American 
Girls’ Education with Dr. Leslie Klein 

Thank you to Jeff Weiss for his sponsorship in 
observance of the 33rd yahrzeit of his father Binyamin 
ben Chaim z”l. 



Shmini: Seeking the Middle by Rabbi Jay 
Kelman 

“Moshe then inquired, darosh darash, about the 
goat of the sin offering, and it had been 
burned” (Vayikra 10:16). Judaism has always 
stressed the importance of the middle position. 
Ideologically, the Rambam teaches, we should seek 
the middle ground (the golden mean). We lain with 
the sefer Torah in the middle surrounded by two 
people, and a Torah scholar walks in the middle of 
his entourage. Rosh Hashanah is the first day of the 
seventh month—the middle of the year—and thus, 
the most appropriate time for introspection. Mincha, 
the middle of the three daily prayers, is considered 
the most important, and it is the middle book of the 
Torah, sefer Vayikra, that contains more mitzvot than 
any other. 

In the Masoretic text of the Torah, a note appears on 
the above-mentioned verse indicating that darosh 
darash, “he inquired”, is the midpoint of all the words 
in the Chumash. The central word of the Chumash 
teaches us lidrosh, to seek out, to explore, to 
discover new meaning in the Divine text. Seeking 
further knowledge is the essence of Torah. 

While darosh darash is the midpoint of the words of 
the Chumash, it is in parshat Tzav that we find the 
middle pasuk of the Torah. “He [Moshe] placed the 
breastplate upon him (Aharon), and in the 
breastplate he placed Urim and Tumim” (8:9). 
Helping others get dressed is the central pasuk of 
the Chumash!? Surely the Torah has better things to 
do than to tell us how people dress. 

The kohanim were about to begin their task of 
running the Temple, a duty that required them to 
wear special clothes. The high priest, Aharon, had to 
wear an additional four pieces of golden clothing, 
and his brother Moshe helped him get dressed. By 
doing so, he was servicing the soon-to-be kohen 
gadol, his brother Aharon. 

Moshe, our Sages teach, actually wanted the kehuna 
for himself. Like many a great leader, he was 
unwilling and unable to delegate or share 

responsibility with others. Could anyone be as 
effective as Moshe? Should not the one who spoke 
to G-d face to face be the high priest, the only one 
who could enter the Holy of Holies? Moshe yearned 
to be in the presence of G-d, and what better way 
than by conducting the Temple service? 

The liturgical notes of the Torah allude to his 
hesitation in appointing someone else as kohen 
gadol. “He (Moshe) brought forth the second ram, 
the inauguration ram…vayishchat, he slaughtered it, 
and Moshe took some of its blood and placed it on 
Aharon’s right ear lobe” (Vayikra 8:22-23). The word 
vayishchat bears the liturgical note of shalshelet, a 
note of drawn-out hesitation that looks and sounds 
like someone hesitating before making a decision. 
By slaughtering the ram, the kehuna was forever 
being passed on to the descendants of his brother, 
and not to his own. Moshe hesitated, but in the end, 
Moshe accepted the Divine decree. 

Moshe understood that the ultimate in Divine 
service is to help others, be it economically, socially 
or religiously, even at personal cost. Not only did 
Moshe not openly complain—his hesitation is thus 
only alluded to in the text—he actually helped his 
brother in his new role. No wonder this is the central 
verse of the Torah. Helping others, even—or rather, 
especially—when we do not want to is the path to 
holiness.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  7:35 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Joseph Edell (Father) 
26 Adar II - ברוך שלמה זלקה בן פסח ירחמיאל 

Want to know what time is davening? Want 
to make a donation? Want a yahrzeit 
reminder?  Get the Or Chaim Minyan App 
Now! Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/
getapp to download today. 
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