
• With the start of daylight savings time, the start 
time for Shacharit on Shabbat will be 8:45 a.m.  
This is trial to accommodate many members 
who indicated in our recent survey that they 
would prefer starting later.   If you are worried 
about the effect on the shiur?   So is the board?  
Those leading tefillot, giving the dvar Torah, 
and reading the Torah are encouraged to 
keep  the davening moving at a pace that will 
allow time for a 45 to 60 minute shiur after 
kiddush, to finish by approximately noon.  We 
ask the members to do their part as well to 
make it all work: coming on time, keeping 
noise to a minimum, helping with kiddush set-
up  and clean-up, and coming to the 
shiurim. The board recognizes that many of the 
members were used to starting at 8:30 and 
many would prefer to not change the starting 
time - but please keep an open mind.  This is 
only a trial, and we will see how it goes. 

• The Herman family regrets to inform the 
congregation of the passing of Stanley 
Herman's brother and Sherri Baine brother-in-
law   Rael Herman -  שעול     בן אברהם     after   a 
long illness.   Shiva concludes Friday evening 
March 15th. 

• Mazel Tov to Izzy and Ellen Isakow on the birth 
of their granddaughter in Raanana. Mazel Tov 
to grandparents Peter and Marla Veres of 
Montreal and great grandparents Faygie 
Isakow and Archie Richmond, Carolyn and 
Arnie Steinman and Hugette Veres. 

• See Purim information on next page.
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SHABBAT ZACHOR / VAYIKRA


9 ADAR II 5779 | MARCH 16, 2019


Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     7:06 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      7:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Grumet Shiur:     7:45 am 
 NEW TIME: Shacharit:   8:45 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      5:00 pm 
 Rabbi Grumet Shiur:     5:50 pm 
 Mincha:          6:55 pm 
 Maariv:          8:03 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      8:10 pm 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush is being sponsored by the 
Sosnovitch family to celebrate Doreen’s 
birthday and, lehavdil bain chaim 
lechaim, in memory of the yahrzeits this 
month of Morris’ mother Gitel bat Shlomo 
David and Doreen’s father Pinchas ben 
Zadok. 

The Dorfman family is co-sponsoring 
kiddish this Shabbat in recognition of the 
11th yarzheit of Bud Dorfman, Zalman 
Shalom ben Moshe. May his neshama 
have an Aliyah. In addition to celebrate 
the birthday of Joe Mandel. May he 
always have good health, much simcha 
and continue to go from strength to 
strength. 

KIDDUSH TORANUT

March 16: Wesfield & Winter 
March 23: Zeifman & Kellen 
March 30: Atchipalovski & Artom 
April 6: Blumenfeld & Bookman 
April 13: Brown & Carpino 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

See next page for details and schedule
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The Or Chaim Minyan and Torah in Motion invite you 
to welcome and join in a weekend of learning with 
Rabbi Zvi Grumet  

His speaking schedule is as follows 
7:45am: Is the Torah in Order, and What Difference Does 
it Make? 
D’var Torah: ריח ניחוח : What Smells so Good? 
Shiur after Kiddush: The Evolution of Mordechai and 
Esther  
5:50 pm: Four Models of Jewish Leadership 
Seudah Shlisheet: Where Have All the Children Gone? 
Reflections on a Recent Survey of Graduates of Yeshiva 
High Schools 

Sunday March 17, 9:15-11:00am (at Or Chaim)  
Joseph, Esther, and Daniel: Three Approaches to Living in 
Exile 

Zvi Grumet is a master teacher, creative educational 
thinker, and innovative Tanakh scholar whose teaching 
for more than three decades has inspired students and 
communities in the US and Israel and throughout the 
English-speaking world. He engages his listeners in a 
close reading of the Biblical text, bringing its 
characters alive and bringing out the compelling 
nature of the Biblical message. 

Rabbi Grumet earned his Rabbinic ordination and 
Ed.D. at Yeshiva University. He dedicated the first 
eighteen years of his career to teaching Torah and 
leading educational institutions in the US. Rabbi 
Grumet currently teaches at Yeshivat Eretz Hatzvi and 
other university level programs in Israel. He is Director 
of Education at The Lookstein Center for Jewish 
Education, where he generates initiatives to help 
advance Jewish education around the world. Rabbi 
Grumet’s books include Moses and the Path to 
Leadership (Urim, 2014) and Genesis: From Creation 
to Covenant (Maggid, 2017).

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Tuesday & Friday 7:20 pm 
Wednesday & Thursday: See Purim Schedule

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Jeffrey Dorfman - Father 
10 Adar II - Zalman Shalom ben Moshe 

Want to know what time is davening? Want 
to make a donation? Want a yahrzeit 
reminder?  Get the Or Chaim Minyan App 
Now! Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/
getapp to download today. 

Wednesday March 20 - Taanit Esther 
 Fast Begins:       6:10 am 
 Shacharit:         6:20 am 
 Mincha:          7:05 pm 
 Maariv/Megillat Esther:  8:00 pm 
 Fast Ends:        7:59 pm 

Thursday March 21 - Purim   
 Shacharit/Megillah 1:   6:20 am 
  (Beit Midrash) 
 Shacharit/Megillah 2:   7:45 am 
   (Multi-Purpose Room) 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:30 pm     
  
 

PURIM AT OCM

Please join us for a special family magic, 
music and talent show, following Megillah 

reading, presented by Dr Gal Ben Meir 
and any child or adult who feels they'd 

like to join on stage. Dinner will be 
provided. 



Vayikra: Time to Remember  by Rabbi Jay 
Kelman 

One of the fiercest debates amongst Biblical 
commentators of the medieval period was to 
what extent, if at all, parts of the Torah may be 
seen as allegorical. No less a personage than the 
Rambam claimed that stories such as the three 
angels visiting Avraham, or Yaakov’s struggle with 
an angel, were prophetic visions that did not 
actually occur. As one can imagine, views such as 
these—and more radical ones, which allegorized 
such mitzvot as the “sign on our arm”, i.e., tefillin—
met with vociferous opposition. 

Only slightly less fierce were the debates about 
placing the Torah in historical context. Here, too, 
it was the Rambam who explained that many 
mitzvot of the Torah were reactions to, or 
corrective measures for ancient pagan practices. 
Most famously, he explained the korbanot as a 
necessary, but far-less-than-ideal way of 
worshiping G-d. 

With sacrifices so central to the ancient world, it 
would have been next to impossible for the Torah 
to expect that the Jewish people could worship 
G-d through prayer, Torah study or, most 
significantly for the Rambam, through the study 
of philosophy. People simply were unable to 
grasp the notion of worshipping G-d without the 
offering of sacrifices. It would be akin to 
outlawing the synagogue as a place of worship, 
arguing that it is the home and the home alone 
where service of G-d may take place. The idea of 
forbidding sacrifices would have sounded no 
less ludicrous to our ancestors who received the 
Torah. 

Instead of banning sacrifice, the Torah attempted 
to elevate the practice by restricting their offering 
to a single location; by allowing only the priestly 
class to perform the sacrifice; by surrounding 
them with myriad rules and regulations; insisting 
those sacrifices which could be eaten be shared 
with others; and most importantly, by teaching 

that the sacrifices are a means to an end, but 
never an end in themselves. How many times do 
the prophets heap scorn on those who equate 
sacrifices alone with the worship of G-d? G-d 
does not need and may not even have wanted 
sacrifices. It was the Jewish people who needed 
them to grow closer to G-d and their fellow man. 
But if that was not the result—if people oppressed 
the poor, took advantage of the orphan and 
ignored the widow—what was the point of 
bringing some meat to an altar? 
As one can imagine, the notion of seeing 
sacrifices as a concession to human needs met 
with vociferous opposition[1]. 

These debates, which I find so beautiful and 
meaningful, need not and cannot be resolved. 
“These and those are the words of the living G-d” 
(Eiruvin 13b). 
Whatever one’s views on sacrifices, the debate 
today is most theoretical. We have little choice 
but to allegorize and find symbolic meaning 
regarding the sacrifices. 

But sacrifices are not the only theoretical mitzvah 
we will read about this Shabbat. “Remember 
what Amalek did to you” (Devarim 25:17). Here, 
too, we have another mitzvah that we moderns 
have difficulty comprehending. 

Much has been written explaining the mitzvah to 
wipe out Amalek; and some of these 
explanations, i.e., the  identification of Amalek as 
the world’s first terrorist group, make much sense. 
Yet while we may pray for the restoration of 
korbanot (though how many actually have 
kavanah when they do so is another question), 
very few of us, I hope, yearn to literally perform 
the mitzvah to wipe out Amalek. We hope to 
eradicate evil, but we view Amalek as a symbol, 
not as an actual people, one whose men, women 
and children we are bound to destroy[2]. Better 
yet, we yearn for the day the “Amaleks” of the 
world will repent, so there will be no Amalek to 
wipe out. 

When our Sages declared that, “Sancheirev came 
and mixed up all the nations” (Brachot 28a), they 
effectively put an end to the practical application 
of this mitzvah[3]. Shabbat Zachor ostensibly gets 
its name from the maftir reading, which begins 
with the words zachor et asher asa lecha Amalek”, 
yet it is only those things that no longer exist that 
we must remember[4]. The lessons of Amalek are 
many, even as the nation of Amalek is long gone. 

Many mitzvot of the Torah no longer apply. 
According to at least one view in the Talmud 
(Sanhedrin 71a), certain mitzvot, such as that of 
the rebellious child, were never meant for 
practical application. But there is much to learn 
from the theory of mitzvot. As we begin sefer 
Vayikra on this Shabbat Zachor, let us 
contemplate the ways in which those laws of 
Torah that may have been promulgated in a 
much different context than our own retain their 
eternal relevance. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
[1] Those like the Ramban—who saw sacrifices as an ideal—
understand the constant rebuke of the Jewish people 
regarding sacrifices as rebuke only due to how they were 
being misused. But done properly, the Ramban felt that 
they are perhaps the highest form of worshipping G-d. 

[2] Whether or not this was ever the intent is highly 
questionable, and the complex and important discussion 
this requires is well beyond the scope of this devar Torah. 

[3] Rav Chaim Soloveitchik claimed, based on an inference 
from the Rambam, that there are still Amalekites today. 
However, he agreed that Amalek was not a racial concept, 
but one that applied to those who are the embodiment of 
evil actions of Amalek. 

[4] It is for this reason that the Ramban notes that the 
mitzvah to "remember the Shabbat" is one we fulfil during 
the week, when we refer to each day as, "the first day of the 
Shabbat, the second day of the Shabbat…"


