
• We regret to inform you of the passing of  Reta 
Goldstein, mother of Warren Goldstein. The 
funeral took place on Tuesday.  Shiva will be 
observed  at 190 Acton Avenue. Shacharit 
Sunday at 8:30am, Monday 7:00am. Mincha 
Sunday 7:05pm. Shiva concludes Monday 
morning after Shacharit. 

• We regret to inform you of the passing of  
Magda Robicsek, mother of Leslie Robicsek. 
The funeral took place on Tuesday.  Shiva will 
be observed at 33 Corwin Cr. Shacharit Sunday 
at 8:00am, Monday 7:15am. Mincha Sunday 
7:00 pm. Visiting hours Motzei Shabbat from 
8:15pm - 10pm. Please do not come Sunday 
between 12-3pm and after 9pm. Shiva 
concludes Monday morning after Shacharit. 

• Mazel Tov to Ophira and Michael Sone on the 
marriage this Sunday March 10 in Israel of their 
daughter Samara to Kyle Blank son of Paula 
and Jonathon Blank of West Orange, New York. 
Mazel Tov to all the siblings and to the all the 
grandparents.  

• Mazel Tov to Dr. Rayfel Schneider on being 
honoured with the Council Award of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario 
for his scientific contributions to juvenile 
arthritis and associated inflammatory diseases. 

• I had a pile of Shabbos reading papers, some 
of which had my name on it, next to my Tallis in 
the youth minyan.   Unfortunately, they 
disappeared.   If someone has them, and could 
either leave them in our mailbox at 69 Palm Dr 
or I'd be glad to pick them up - I'd be grateful.  
Thanks!  aablumenfeld@gmail.com 
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SHABBAT PEKUDEI
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     5:48 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:50 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      Cancelled 
 Professor Saiman Shiur:   4:45 pm 
 Mincha:          5:45 pm 
 Maariv:          6:54 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      7:01 pm 
 Special SNIF Master Chef 7:45 pm 

DON’T FORGET TO CHANGE CLOCKS 
FORWARD TONIGHT

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

K i d d u s h t h i s S h a b b a t i s m i n y a n 
sponsored.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

March 9: Tator & Welman 
March 16: Wesfield & Winter 
March 23: Zeifman & Kellen 
March 30: Atchipalovski & Artom 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Torah in Motion and the Or Chaim Minyan are 
thrilled to welcome Professor Chaim Saiman 
for Shabbat, Sponsored by Nolene and David 
Maresky in memory of their parents Zelma 
and Jack Epstein obm, Rina and Shim 
Maresky obm. He will be speaking as follows: 

After Kiddush: What is the Brisker Derech and 
What Were R. Aharon Lichtenstein's 
Contributions to It?  

4:45 pm: Halacha as Aggada and Aggada as 
Halacha  

Seudat Shlisheet: How Do Modern Battei Din 
Function?  

Saturday night 8:30pm panel discussion Who 
Decides Who Decides? A Panel Discussion on 
Halakhah, Authority, and the Shaping of 
Communal Norms featuring Professor Chaim 
Saiman, Rabbi Elli Fischer and Justice Sharon 
Shore 

Professor Salmon’s bio: https://
www.torahinmotion.org/users/professor-
chaim-saiman 
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Pekudei: Remember the Count 
 by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

"These are the accounts (pekudei) of the tabernacle, 
the tabernacle of testimony, as they were rendered 
(pukad) according the commandment of Moshe, 
through the service of the Levites, by the hand of Itamar 
the son of Aharon the high priest" (35:1). The word 
pekudei, from the root pkd, seems a rather odd choice. 
Words such as meespar or minyan would seem more 
readily to convey the idea of counting. 

The root pkd, however, has a long and symbolic history 
which culminates in the construction of the mishkan. 
When G-d appeared to Moshe at the burning bush, He 
gave Moshe the task of gathering 70 elders and telling 
them, "the Lord, the G-d of your fathers, the G-d of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has appeared unto me 
saying, "pakod pakadetei, I have surely remembered 
you and seen that which is done to you in 
Egypt'" ( Shemot 3:16). Pakod pakadetei is thus G-d's 
introduction and code word for redemption. 

The Ramban, in his introduction to sefer Shemot, 
emphasizes that the construction of the mishkan is the 
culmination of the redemption process. Redemption, 
notes the Ramban, consists of three parts: physical 
freedom from the bondage of Egypt , spiritual growth 
at Sinai and the construction of a home to serve as the 
focus of the Divine presence accompanying the Jewish 
people. The taking of inventory of the mishkan was not 
just an accounting of the materials needed and monies 
raised, but rather the count of a people completing the 
redemptive process as they prepared to set up a model 
nation. 

These seeds of redemption were actually planted much 
earlier by Joseph, not only by his economic brilliance, 
but also by his insight in settling his brothers in a ghetto 
in Goshen . Thus we should not be surprised to learn 
that on his deathbed, Joseph said to his brothers, "I am 
dying, but G-d will surely remember you (pakod yifkod 
etchem)" . That exact same expression, pakod yifkod 
etchem, repeats itself when the Jews were actually 
leaving Egypt and Moshe was busy gathering Joseph's 
bones to accompany them on their journey. 
Interestingly, when Yosef successfully interprets 
Pharaoh's dream, he suggests to the king that " yifkod 
pkidim, let Pharaoh appoint overseers over the 
land" ( Breisheet 41:34). Perhaps he was hinting that his 
own rise to power in Egypt is a demonstration of G-d's 

guidance of history, laying the foundation for the 
survival and ultimate redemption of the Jewish nation. 

The term pakod, however, goes back even further, to 
the birth of the first Jewish child. "And the Lord 
remembered ( pakad) Sarah as He had said ... and 
Sarah conceived" (Breisheet 21:1-2). It is the birth of 
Jewish children, even in the face of virulent Jew hatred, 
that maintains the redemptive spark within us. 

Memory and redemption go hand in hand. Without an 
understanding of our past we can have no meaningful 
goals for our future, and hence, no possibility of 
redemption. Memory, however, must not be confused 
with nostalgia. Memory must remind us of our 
obligations to follow G-d's commands. Not 
coincidentally, the Hebrew word for command is 
pekudah, also stemming from the root pkd . 
Redemption is thus linked to observing the mitzvoth, 
the commands of the Torah. 

Furthermore, pkd is also the root of pikadon, an object 
entrusted to another to watch. The mishkan is a gift 
from G-d, a pikadon to the Jewish people. As long as it 
inspires us to grow, both in our relationship with G-d 
and with our fellow man, we can keep the pikadon . But 
if we shirk our responsibility, as we have all too often in 
the past, then G-d will demand the pikadon back. This 
will turn the mishkan into a mashkon , a surety to be 
recalled to pay our debt (see Rashi 38:21). Sefer 
Bamidbar , which our Sages refer to as Chumash 
Pekudim (and known in English as the Book of 
Numbers), illustrates the danger to the Jewish people 
of ignoring the pekudim, the commands of G-d. 

We count those items which are precious to us. There 
should be nothing more precious than feeling the 
Divine presence dwelling in our midst. As the Torah 
details the pekudei hamishkan,we find after each and 
every paragraph the phrase "as the Lord commanded 
Moshe". Commenting on the phrase mishkan haedut, 
the tabernacle of testimony, Rashi points out that the 
mishkan is tangible testimony that G-d forgave the sins 
of the Jewish people. May we witness the rebuilding of 
the mishkan haedut, bringing with it the blessings of 
peace.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       7:05pm 
Monday - Thursday  7:10 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

None this week 

Want to know what time is davening? Want to 
make a donation? Want a yahrzeit reminder?  
Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! 
Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/
getapp to download today. 


