
• We regret to inform you of the passing of Joel 
Diena, father of Zeev Diena, Edna Milevsky, 
Rina Khayyat, Diti Yishai, and Gila Kurtz. The 
funeral took place  in Israel on Monday. Shiva 
will be observed  in Toronto  at 3636 Bathurst 
Street, Apartment 1004. Visiting hours in 
Toronto are: 9AM-12PM, 2PM-9PM.  

• Mazel Tov to Michael and Ophira Sone on the 
upcoming wedding in Israel of their daughter 
Samara to Kyle Blanc. Mazel Tov also to 
Jonathon and Paula Blanc and all the Sone/
Samuel and Blanc siblings!!  

• Toddler Shabbat group is looking for a loving, 
caring young adult to take care, play, sing & 
daven with of us while parents are davening!!
P l e a s e c o n t a c t T a l y a h B e n - M e i r 
talyah2@gmail.com if you are able to help with 
this matter. Thank you. 

• The next selection of the O book club will be 
“The Art of Hearing Heartbeats.”  Time and 
Place TBA.  

• We have a new self-sign up system for Toranut. 
If you are a member, please go to https://
www.orchaim.com/form/toranut and pick your 
preferred date. 

• Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! 
Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/getapp 
to download today. Update your profile, 
yahrzeit, and make donations and payments to 
your account. 
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     5:48 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:50 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      5:50 pm 
 Rabbi Jay Kelman Shiur:   4:45 pm 
 Mincha:          5:35 pm 
 Maariv:          6:46 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:53 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush is being sponsored by the 
Koschitzky family in memory of Saul and 
Henry’s Mother   Golda. May her neshama 
have an aliyah.   

Kiddush is co-sponsored by the Ellis 
family in commemoration of the 38th 
Yortzheit of Rose Ellis (Toba Raizel bas 
Avraham Abish) the mother of Israel Ellis.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

March 2: No Toranut 
March 9: Tator & Welman 
March 16: Wesfield & Winter 
March 23: Zeifman & Kellen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: R. Shlomo Gemara  

Shiur: R. Shlomo Gemara 
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Vayakhel: Gather the People by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

“When Aaron and all the Israelites saw that the skin 
of Moshe’s face was shining with a brilliant light they 
were afraid to come close to him (Shemot 34:30).” 
How effective can a leader be when his followers are 
afraid to come near him? 

Moshe Rabbeinu having spoken face to face with G-
d, knew that his effectiveness was dependent on 
having the people relate to him and on his being 
accessible to them. “The people come to me to seek 
G-d. Whenever they have a problem they come to 
me" (Shemot 18:15-16). However, these words of 
Moshe were spoken before the events at Sinai[1], 
before G-d spoke face to face with Moshe. During 
his days on Sinai, Moshe experienced a glimpse of 
the Divine, a glimpse that no other human being 
had or will ever achieve. Moshe after Sinai was a 
changed individual. How could he not be after 
spending forty days in intimate face to face contact 
with G-d? The Jewish people were afraid to 
approach their holy leader. No longer would “the 
people stand around Moshe from the morning to 
evening” (Shemot 18:13). Moshe’s effectiveness as a 
leader was in jeopardy.  

Parshat Vayakhel opens with the phrase, “Moshe 
assembled the entire Israelite community” a phrase 
found nowhere else in the Chumash. Realizing that 
he must reestablish his relationship with the Jewish 
people Moshe gathered “the entire Israelite 
community” and said to them: true, I had a spiritual 
rendezvous with G-d and it made an indelible 
impact on me, but I am still the same approachable 
Moshe. I will not forsake my people to learn and 
meditate in an ivory tower. Your concerns will be my 
concerns, your burdens will be my burdens. “I will 
carry you in the bosom as the nurse carries an infant” 
(Bamidbar 11:12). I consider each one of you to be 
my child and this is so even though you have sinned 
grievously.  

Yet while Moshe made every attempt to live 
amongst and thereby understand his people he was 
only partially successful in this regard. His direct 
unique encounter with the Divine ensured that 

M o s h e w o u l d b e t h e e m b o d i m e n t o f 
uncompromising truth. The signature of G-d is truth 
(Shabbat 55a) and Moshe was as close to the Divine 
as one could be. As we know the truth sometimes 
hurts and is something the people often have no 
interest in hearing. While Moshe did not see himself 
as being above the people, the response of the 
Jewish nation to the challenges of the day was often 
wanting. There was bound to be moments of friction 
between the devoted leader and his people. 

It is Aharon whom we tend to associate with being 
much closer to the people. He was the ohev shalom 
V’rodef shalom, the lover and seeker of peace, who 
was willing to compromise in order to placate the 
people. We have to look no further than his role in 
the episode of the golden calf. It is not surprising 
that the outpouring of the grief by the people at his 
death was greater than at the death of Moshe.   

The challenge of effective leadership is to find the 
right mix of Aharon and Moshe; of uncompromising 
truth on the one hand and the constant seeking of 
peace on the other. This is no easy task. Different 
historical circumstances call for variations in the mix.  
Sometimes it is the role of Moshe which must be in 
the forefront while at other times compromise, even 
though truth is pushed aside, must reign supreme. It 
appears to this writer that our generation must put 
its emphasis on “assembling the entire Israelite 
community”. Our fragmented people need leaders 
whose concern goes beyond their own constituency, 
who are concerned even for those who are not part 
of our community, even those who have sinned and 
even if it means compromising on the truth.   

“And Moshe gathered the entire Israelite people” is 
followed by the laws of the Mishkan. The Mishkan 
represents the striving towards G-d whose 
“signature is truth.” Yet the Mishkan was built in the 
aftermath of the golden calf. It is precisely when we 
sin, when we disregard the truth that G-d grants us 
an opportunity to reestablish our connection to Him.  

[1] Our Sages debate whether these words spoken to Yitro 
actually took place before or after the events of Sinai. Yet even if 
one argues they took place following Sinai the fact that they are 
recorded in the Torah beforehand is telling. 

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       5:55pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Karen Bookman (Mother) 
25 Adar - Hinda bat Feigel & Avraham 


