
• Intellectual Dark Web Discussion Series #2: 
Gender Roles and Gender Psychology. An 
interactive discussion and shiur led by Rabbi 
Gal Ben Meir. To what extent are gender roles 
biologically determined versus socially 
constructed? How does our understanding of 
gender differences relate to the way Judaism 
defines roles for men and women? How do we 
relate to non-traditional gender identities?
Please join us Sunday February 24 in the small 
Beit Midrash at 7:15 pm for a video screening 
and then 8:00 pm discussion followed by shiur. 

• We regret to inform you of the passing of Mr. 
David Goldkorn a”h, father of Devorah Marmer. 
Levaya is Friday at 9:30am at Steeles Memorial 
Shiva will be observed at 15 Gorman Park 
Road. Visiting times are 7pm – 9pm. Please 
respect the family’s visiting time wishes. Shiva 
concludes the morning of Thursday February 
28. May the family know no further sorrow. 

• After a winter hiatus Jay Kelman’s Shabbat 
afternoon shiur resumes this Shabbat. 

• We have a new self-sign up system for Toranut. 
If you are a member, please go to https://
www.orchaim.com/form/toranut and pick your 
preferred date. 

• Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! 
Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/getapp 
to download today. Update your profile, 
yahrzeit, and make donations and payments to 
your account. 
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     5:39 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:40 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: CANCELLED 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      CANCELLED 
 Rabbi Jay Kelman Shiur:   4:45 pm 
 Mincha:          5:30 pm 
 Maariv:          6:36 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:43 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Karen and Aharon Kagedan along with 
Aharon's mother Shoshana Kagedan are 
sponsoring kiddush to commemorate the 
5th yahrzeit of Aharon's father, Ian 
Kagedan,  ז "ל יהונתן בן יוסף הכוהן. 

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Feb 23: Tamarchak & Stutz 
March 2: No Toranut 
March 9: Tator & Welman 
March 16: Wesfield & Winter 
March 23: Zeifman & Kellen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: R. Noah Sonenberg  

Shiur: R. Eitan Aviner 
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Ki Tisa: Mountain Climbing by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

 “Why should Egypt be able to say that You took 
them out with evil intentions, to kill them in the 
mountains and wipe them from the face of the 
earth?” (32:12) Only forty days after experiencing 
the Divine, the Jewish people had built a golden 
calf, violating the very essence of revelation and 
rendering it meaningless. Their fate seemed sealed 
as G-d told Moshe, “do not try to stop Me when I 
unleash my wrath against them to destroy 
them.” (32:9) 

Moshe defies this explicit directive from G-d, 
managing to “convince” G-d to change His mind by 
invoking a series of arguments including the one 
cited above, questioning what the Egyptians might 
say. Moshe argued that it would be a desecration of 
G-d's name—apparently even worse than that 
caused by the building of the golden calf—to let the 
Egyptians have the “last laugh” as they watched their 
former slaves being destroyed. 

However, a close reading of Moshe's argument 
reveals a more subtle plea. Moshe was concerned 
lest the Jewish people be killed specifically “in the 
mountains”. What difference would it make if they 
were killed in the mountains, the valleys, the desert 
or at sea? Surely the place of death is irrelevant to 
Moshe's argument. 
"And G-d said 'I will be with you...when you bring 
the people out of Egypt you will worship the G-d on 
this mountain" (Shemot 3:12). Apparently leaving 
Egypt and worshipping G-d is not quite enough—
rather the Jewish people were to worship G-d on 
the mountain, the same mountain where G-d was 
now planning to destroy the people. 

A mountain symbolizes the climb towards a goal. 
Scaling a mountain takes great effort and the path is 
never smooth. A mountain is an immovable object 
that can only be conquered by hard work and 
determination. Judaism demands not only that we 
worship G-d, but that we worship G-d on the 
mountain, always striving higher. This is true both 
individually and as a nation. Abraham was told to 
"take your son, your only son, the one you love—

Isaac—and go to the land of Moriah and bring him as 
an offering on one of the mountains that I will 
designate to you" (Breisheet 22:2). The Jew must be 
willing to climb great heights to reach G-d, a climb 
that oftentimes is filled with much sacrifice. 

"These will stand to bless the people on Mount 
Gerizim...and these will stand to curse on Mount 
Ebal" (Devarim 27:11). Mountain climbing is a risky 
business. At times people try to scale heights that 
they are not yet ready for and suffer severe setbacks. 
The climb must be slow and methodical and may 
require years of training. As we ascend our mountain 
we must take care to rest at each successive plateau, 
adjusting to our new heights before moving higher. 

Had the Jewish people died in the desert, the 
reaction of the Egyptians would not have mattered. 
But if the death of the Jewish people was to be at 
the mountain as they journeyed to G-d at Sinai, there 
would have been severe ramifications. True, Moshe 
argued, they had stumbled badly, so badly that they 
fell off the mountain. But their desire in building a 
calf was to "make for us a god" (32:1). They desired 
closeness to G-d and to die on that mountain would 
permanently desecrate the name of G-d. Was not 
the entire purpose of the plagues to make known 
the name of G-d? To kill a people for seeking G-d, 
even if mistakenly, would deter all others from 
attempting to climb the mountain. 

Sexual immorality, slandering the land of Israel, 
complaining about meat, lacking faith in G-d, 
requesting a return to Egypt are all valid reasons for 
punishment. But please, Moshe argued, or shall we 
say demanded, do not punish the masses of Jewry 
for seeking, however mistakenly, to come closer to 
G-d. Doing so would only drive all away from G-d. 

"G-d refrained from doing the evil that He planned 
for His people" (32:14). We must make every 
attempt to climb the mountain towards G-d. To do 
so properly invariably involves risks and potential 
setbacks. But without risks there is no reward.  May 
we see great reward from our efforts.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       5:50pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Israel Ellis (Mother 
21 Adar - טובה רייצ'ל בת אברם אביש 

Ellen Isakow (Mother) 
23 Adar - Gloria Richmond 


