
• Intellectual Dark Web Discussion Series #2: 
Gender Roles and Gender Psychology. An 
interactive discussion and shiur led by Rabbi 
Gal Ben Meir. To what extent are gender roles 
biologically determined versus socially 
constructed? How does our understanding of 
gender differences relate to the way Judaism 
defines roles for men and women? How do we 
relate to non-traditional gender identities?
Please join us Sunday February 24 in the small 
Beit Midrash at 7:15 pm for a video screening 
and then 8:00 pm discussion followed by shiur. 

• After a winter hiatus Jay Kelman’s Shabbat 
afternoon shiur will PG resume next Shabbat 
February 23 at 4:40pm. All are invited to join 
us. 

• We have a new self-sign up system for Toranut. 
If you are a member, please go to https://
www.orchaim.com/form/toranut and pick your 
preferred date. 

• Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! 
Navigate to https://www.orchaim.com/getapp 
to download today. Update your profile, 
yahrzeit, and make donations and payments to 
your account. OR CHAIM MINYAN 
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SHABBAT TETZAVEH
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     5:30 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:30 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      5:25 pm 
 Mincha:          5:20 pm 
 Maariv:          6:27 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:34 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush is sponsored by the Gemara 
family on the occasion of Yair's upcoming 
marriage to Shifra Glasner. A special 
welcome to Dr. David Glasner, Shifra's 
father. May the wedding take place 
besha'a tova u'mutzlachat. 

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Feb 16: Sonenberg & Sonenberg 
Feb 23: Tamarchak & Stutz 
March 2: Tator & Welman 
March 9: Wesfield & Winter 
March 16: Zeifman & Kellen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: R. Shlomo Gemara 

Shiur: R. Shlomo Gemara 
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Tezaveh:  Constant Excitement  
  by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

For many, when the Torah reading reaches the parshiot 
of Terumah and Tezaveh interest in the parsha wanes 
just a bit (or maybe more). It is hard to compare the 
technical details of these parshiot with the excitement 
of say the Yosef story. Add to that the inapplicability of 
these parshiot for the past 2,000 years and we can 
understand the lesser attention paid to them. 

And yet buried within these parshiot is tremendous 
symbolism and many beautiful messages both ethical 
and religious. We can begin with the names of the 
parshiot themselves. 

Terumah means to lift up, to give a gift. The Jewish 
people are defined by our devotion to chesed, by our 
giving to others. And it is by giving to others that we 
elevate ourselves. The terumah is to be given by “every 
person whose heart motivates him.” How we do 
something can be as important as what we do. We 
help others not just with our hands but with our heart, 
showing concern, care and compassion. Rav 
Yoachanan ben Zakai taught that the best of traits is 
that of a good heart - “included in it is all other” traits 
(Pirkei Avot 2:9). And it is the heart that G-d desires, 
"rachamana liba bayi, the Merciful one desires our 
heart. 

Yet the heart is not enough. We often mean well and 
have our heart in the right place but that does not 
always translate into action. Parshat Tezaveh begins 
“And you shall command.” Judaism is first and 
foremost about mitzvoth, commands that we are 
obligated to follow. “Greater is the one who is 
commanded and does more than one who is not 
commanded and does.” (Kiddushin 31a) While it may 
be counter-intuitive, the one who must act is greater 
than the volunteer. The latter can come and go as they 
please and feels little guilt if they don’t volunteer 50 or 
60 hours a week. The one obligated to show up to 
work has no such option. It is the daily obligation to 
mitzvoth, 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week that motivates us to get things done. No 
successful organization functions on volunteers alone. 

The importance of the daily performance of mitzvot is 
highlighted by the Ein Yaakov who in his introduction 
to his commentary on the non-legal aspects of the 
Talmud quotes a tradition that the most important 
verse in the Torah is that found later in the parsha “the 
one sheep should be offered in the morning and the 
one sheep in the afternoon.” (29:39) It is the daily 
routine of mitzvoth, never missing a beat that reflects 
the essence of Judaism even more than “loving your 
neighbour as yourself.” It is consistency not excitement 
that is the mark of greatness[1]. And it is consistency 
that has the potential to bring excitement. 

“And you shall place on the table lech panim lefanai 
tamid the showbread before Me always.” (25:30) “You 
shall command the children of Israel to take pure 
pressed oil for illumination, lhaalot ner tamid, to keep 
the lamp constantly burning.” (27:20) 

We must tamid, always be concerned with both our 
physical needs represented by the bread on the table, 
and our spiritual needs, represented by the light of the 
menorah. 

But there is a basic difference between them. The 
lechem hapanim was changed once a week whereas 
the menorah was lit anew every night. The light must 
burn constantly and the bread must continually be on 
the table but we must take stock of our spiritual growth 
each and every day whereas we can examine our 
material growth on a weekly basis.  

It is through the daily and weekly even yearly routine 
that we are able to experience moments of great 
excitement, moments that are extra special precisely 
because they are part of our regular routine. While it 
was the Jewish people who ultimately were 
commanded to give a terumah it is G-d who gave us 
the great gift of mitzvoth, commandments, to give our 
lives both consistency and excitement.  

Shabbat Shalom 

[1] This is why in my mind two of the greatest achievements in 
sports are Joe DiMaggio’s 56 game hitting streak set back in 
1941 and the iron-man streak first set by Lou Gehrig’s 2,130 
consecutive games played, and bested by Cal Ripken Jr. who 
went 2,632 games or 17 years without missing a day of work.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       5:40pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel

Yahrzeits

Doreen Sosnovitch (Father) 
11 Adar - Pinchas ben Zudik 

Evelyn Mandel (Father) 
13 Adar - Father 

Freda Farkas (Mother) 
15 Adar -Chaya bat Yuda Yosepf 

Julia Koschitzky/Jeanette Massouda (Mother) 
16 Adar - Simcha Nachama bat Yehuda 

Aharon Kagedan (Father) 
17 Adar - יהונתן בן יוסף הכהן 

Moshe & Mariann Guda (Son) 
17 Adar - David Mordechai Meyer 

Janet Zeliger (Father) 
17 Adar - Father 


