
• We regret to inform you of the passing of Sam 
Weisberg, father of Sharon Jesin. Shiva is at 14 
Coreydale. Shacharit at 7:00am (Sunday at 
8:00am). Mincha at 5:05 pm (Friday at 2:00pm). 
Shiva conclues Tuesday morning, January 29th. 
May the family know no further sorrow. 

• Mazel Tov to Moshe and Maya Schwartz on the 
birth of a baby girl this past Tuesday. 

• Mazel Tov to Michael and Marsha Lax on the 
birth of their first grandson. 

• Marty and Sharon Goldberg invite the entire 
minyan to join them for an Oneg Shabbat at 
their home (68 Laurelcrest Avenue) Friday 
night, January 25th at 8.30 p.m.   to welcome 
Sara Tillinger Wolkenfeld, our scholar-in-
residence, in commemoration of the 10th 
yahrzeit of Sharon’s father, Haskell Zabitsky 
Yechezkel ben Yerachmiel z’l, a lifelong dessert-
lover and supporter of both formal and 
informal Jewish education. 

• The O book club will be meeting on Shabbat 
January 26, 2019, 4 pm in the afternoon, at the 
home of Debbie Kurtz to review the book 
"Dear Mrs. Bird by AJ Pearce.  

• We have a new self-sign up system for Toranut. 
If you are a member, please go to https://
www.orchaim.com/form/toranut and pick your 
preferred date. 
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     5:01 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:30 am 
 Mincha:          4:50 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     4:45 pm 
 Maariv:          5:58 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:05 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Marsha and Michael Lax are sponsoring 
kiddush this week to commemorate the 
third yahrzeit of Marsha’s father Harry 
Sporer, Tzvi Yechezkel Ben Moshe Z”L”. 
May his Neshama have an Aliyah.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Jan 26: Shumacher & Shour 
Feb 2: Weiss & Sone 
Feb 9: Sturm & Sosnovitch 
Feb 16: Sonenberg & Sonenberg 
Feb 23: Tamarchak & Stutz 

Torah in Motion and the Minyan welcome Sara 
Wolkenfeld as our scholar in residence: 

Friday Night Oneg Shabbat (8:30pm at Sharon and 
Marty Goldberg, 68 Laurelcrest) - Topic: Beauty and 
the Bandit: A Talmudic Love Story 

Shiur after Kiddush : How Busy Is Too Busy? An 
Ancient Question for Modern Times 

Seudah Shlisheet :  Life Without Limits: דברים שאין 
 להן שיעור

Saturday night, 7:30 pm at Or Chaim:  From Sinai to 
Sefaria: Ancient Text and Modern Media 

Sara Tillinger Wolkenfeld is the Director of Education at 
Sefaria. Her previously  served as Director of Education at the 
Center for Jewish Life - Hillel at Princeton University as part of 
the OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus. She studied 
Talmud and Jewish Law at various institutions of Jewish 
learning in Israel and America including Midreshet 
Lindenbaum, Drisha, Nishmat, and Beit Morasha and speaks 
on various Jewish topics at synagogues, schools, and 
university communities. She lives in Chicago with her 
husband and their five children.  

Sarah’s visit is Sponsored by Sharon and Marty Goldberg in 
honour of the yahrzeit of Sharon's father, Haskell Zabitsky, 
Yechezkel ben Yerachmiel, obm.
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Yitro: Honouring Parents: Teaching Children  
 by Rabbi Jay Kelman 
The command to respect our parents, kibud av v'eim, is 
one that needs little explanation. It is the most rational and 
logical of mitzvoth, one that we would observe even were 
we not commanded by the Torah to do so, and one that we 
expect all human beings to perform. Unlike Shabbat, which 
precedes it in the aseret hadibrot, no rationale is given for 
this mitzvah; none is needed. 

The Talmud (Kiddushin 31a) claims that the nations of the 
world came to appreciate the beauty of the Torah as a 
result of this command. The classic cases presented in the 
Talmud to demonstrate the lengths to which one must go 
in observing this mitzvah are those involving non-Jews. 
Even Eisav is extolled and praised for his performance of 
this mitzvah. 

Yet all is not quite so simple. While in parshat Yitro no 
explanation is given for the mitzvah, in parshat Vaetchanan, 
the Torah adds the phrase “as the Lord your G-d has 
commanded you” to the command of kivud av v’eim 
(Devarim 5:16). As all mitzvoth are commanded by G-d the 
placement of this phrase here requires explanation. 

Kibud av v'eim is much more than a rational mitzvah 
expressing our gratitude towards our parents. It reflects an 
element of Divine decree that may at times defy logic. How 
else can we explain the law that one must show reverence 
to a parent who publicly embarrasses their child, or the 
ruling that a mamzer, an illegitimate child, must still fulfill 
this mitzvah despite the fact that the parents’ adultery is the 
direct cause of the child’s inability to marry within the 
community (Yoreh Deah 240)? It is not by chance that 
kibud av v'eim is grouped with those commands that 
reflect our relationship to G-d and not with those that focus 
on our relationship with our fellow man.    

Viewed in its historical context the Divine element—“as the 
Lord your G-d has commanded you"—becomes readily 
understandable. The people to whom the second set of 
dibrot are addressed, namely the generation that was to 
enter the land of Israel, wandered aimlessly in the desert 
due to the sin of their parents. One might argue that this 
earlier generation's failure made them unworthy to be 
treated with the special respect due to parents. While this 
may be true viewed on the level of man to man, it is 
irrelevant when considered on the level of man to G-d. We 
must honour our parents even if they are unworthy of 
respect, if not for their sake, then for ours.   

This mitzvah is not an easy one to fulfill. While from a 
human perspective that which we call respect may be 
sufficient, G-d demands much more. Though Rav Tarfon 
(Tosafot, Kiddushin 31b, s.v. Rav Tarfon) would wait by his 
mother’s bedside and literally lift his mother up so she 
would not have to walk on a cold floor, his colleagues 
reminded him that he did not even fulfill half the honour 
due his mother. Owing to the almost Herculean tasks 
required to fully observe this mitzvah, our Sages 
recommend that parents waive the honour due them. 

The Talmud notes that as a reward for observing this 
mitzvah, Dama ben Netinah, a non-Jew from Ashkelon, 
merited the birth of a para adumah, a red heifer. The law of 
the red heifer, needed to purify those who came into 
contact with death, is the ultimate chok, whose rationale 
defies explanation and is predicated on Divine decree only. 
Both the rational and the seemingly irrational are observed 
as Divine imperatives. 

While there are specific commands to love G-d, our 
spouse, our fellow human beings and the stranger, oddly 
none exists with regards to our parents. And this is no 
accident. It is kavod and moreh, service and awe, which 
define the relationship between child and parent. And 
these must be observed whether one loves one's parents 
or not. 

Moreover, the Torah could not command us to love our 
parents. A loving relationship is one in which the partners 
are equal. A marriage must be predicated on the equality 
of the spouses and is rooted in love not fear. Parents and 
children are not equals and a healthy distance, expressed 
by the imperatives of service and awe, is required. We may 
not call our parents by their first names, sit in their seats or 
even (in theory) argue with them regarding their political 
views.  
Our parents are our link to our heritage, our Torah and G-d. 
Ironically, man's unbridgeable distance to G-d allows the 
Torah to command that we love Him, even as we remain in 
awe of Him. 

Loving G-d means yearning to come as close as possible to 
Him by studying His works, be they Torah, nature and 
perhaps most of all, by expressing that love through our 
love of those created in His image. Leading us on that path 
are our parents, G-d's partners in the creation of man. May 
we display the proper kavod to those who created us and 
merit the blessing of the Torah "that your days will be long 
and it will be good with you” (Devarim 5:16).

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       5:10pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel 

Yahrzeits

Donna Glassman (Father) 
23 Shevat - Yechiel ben Yechiel 

Marsha Lax (Father 
25 Shevat - Tzvi Yechezkiel ben Moshe 

Gerald Greenberg (Mother) 
26 Shevat - עטה דברה בת יצחק 

Lisa Nerman (Father) 
26 Shevat -  אשר בן שלמה הלוי 

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 

donations and payments to your account.


