
• We regret to inform you of the passing  of 
Devorah Rus bat Naftali z”l – Debbie 
Yerushalmy, Sister of Mimi Shore. May the 
family know no further sorrow. 

• Mazal Tov to Sam Meyer on his recent 
engagement to Eliana Pickholz. Mazal Tov to 
Dov & Karen Meyer & family and to Sheldon & 
Deena Pickholz. Mazal Tov also to the 
grandparents, siblings, uncles, aunts and 
cousins! 

• Bnei Akiva ZACH Oneg Shabbat at the Samson 
Family (14 Silverton Avenue) for Grades 7&8, 
this Friday night at 8:00pm. Movie Night at Or 
Chaim, Motzei Shabbat at 7:30pm. 

• In conjunction with Mizrachi Canada, Or Chaim 
Minyan will be having a family oriented Tu 
Bishvat Seder on Sunday January 20 at 5:30 
pm at Clanton Park. There will be learning, 
games, pizza, fruit and wine (for the adults). 
Rabbi Elan Mazer will be leading the Seder. 
The event is free and open to the community. 
RSVP requested, please see attached flyer. 

• The O book club will be meeting on Shabbat 
January 26, 2019 at 4 pm in the afternoon at 
the home of Debbie Kurtz, 110 Laurelcrest Ave. 
The next selection will be announced at this 
time. New members welcome. 

• Next Shabbat, January 25th, we look forward to 
welcoming Sara Wolkenfeld as our scholar in 
residence. Please see the next page for further 
details.
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     4:52 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:00 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:40 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     4:45 pm 
 Maariv:          5:49 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:56 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Lloyd and Ray are co-sponsoring Kiddush 
this week to commemorate the 52nd 
yahrzeit of Lloyd's mother Goldie 
Hoffman, Golda Zahava bat Eliezer. 

Kenny and Reena Greenwald are co-
sponsoring Kiddush this week to 
commemorate the 14th yahrzeit of 
Kenny’s father, Asher Zeilig ben Yoseph 
Ha’levi, Sidney Greenwald A”H. May his 
neshama have an Aliyah and may we all 
have arichat yamim. 

Naomi and Mark Satok and family are co-
sponsoring Kiddush this week to 
commemorate the shloshim of Naomi’s 
father Arnold Noyek, Avraham Moshe Ben 
Dov, and to commemorate the 23rd 
Yahrzeit of Mark’s father David Satok, 
David Yisrael Ben Menachem Ben Zion. 
May their Neshamas have an Aliyah. 
Kiddush is also as a Hakarat Hatov and 
thank you to the Minyan for their support 
during the Shiva. 

Allen Welman and Donna Glassman and 
family are co-sponsoring kiddush in 
honour of the 13th yahrzeit of Allen’s 
father Menachem Mendel Welman, who’s 
yahrzeit is on Tu B’shvat.  

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: R. Elan Mazer 

Shiur: Atarah Kelman 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Next shabbat January 25th we look forward to 
welcoming Sara Wolkenfeld as our scholar in 
residence.  

Friday Night Oneg Shabbat (8:30pm at Sharon and 
Marty Goldberg, 68 Laurelcrest) Tppic: Beauty and 
the Bandit: A Talmudic Love Story 

Shiur after Kiddush:  
How Busy Is Too Busy? An Ancient Question for 
Modern Times 

Seudah Shlisheet : 
Life Without Limits: דברים שאין להן שיעור 

Saturday night, 7:30 pm 
From Sinai to Sefaria: Ancient Text and Modern 
Media 

Sara Tillinger Wolkenfeld is the Director of Education 
at Sefaria, a new online database and interface for 
Jewish texts. She is passionate about Talmud 
education and expanding Jewish textual knowledge 
for all. Her previous experience includes serving as 
Director of Education at the Center for Jewish Life - 
Hillel at Princeton University as part of the OU’s Jewish 
Learning Initiative on Campus. She studied Talmud 
and Jewish Law at various institutions of Jewish 
learning in Israel and America including Midreshet 
Lindenbaum, Drisha, Nishmat, and Beit Morasha and 
and speaks on various Jewish topics at synagogues, 
schools, and university communities. She lives in 
Chicago with her husband and their five children.  

Sarah’s visit is Sponsored by Sharon and Marty 
Goldberg in honour of the yahrzeit of Sharon's father, 
Haskell Zabitsky, Yechezkel ben Yerachmiel, obm.

THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       5:00pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening  
Tuesday 8:30pm:  
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel 

Yahrzeits

Allen Welman (Father) 
15 Shevat - Menachem Mendel ben Avraham 
Yaakov 

Jackie Boxer (Brother) 
16 Shevat  

Lloyd Hoffman (Mother) 
19 Shevat - גלדה זהבה בת אליעזר 

Steve Jacobs (Father) 
19 Shevat -  Moshe Eliezer ben Yitchak Yaakov 

OR CHAIM MINYAN 
159 ALMORE AVENUE 

TORONTO, ONTARIO M3H 2H9 
EMAIL: BULLETIN@ORCHAIM.COM 
VISIT US AT WWW.ORCHAIM.COM 

President        Alan Simon 
Treasurer        Lori Stochinksy 
Kiddush Coordinator   Anita Bromberg 
Communications Director Jonathan Samson 
Education/Shiurim:     Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator:   Daniel Grodzinski 
Toranut Coordinator     Rhona Grodzinski 

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Jan 19: Satok & Schneider 
Jan 26: Shumacher & Shour 
Feb 2: Weiss & Sone 
Feb 9: Sturm & Sosnovitch 
Feb 16: Sonenberg & Sonenberg 

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 

donations and payments to your account.
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Beshalach: Saving our Enemy  
by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

When Moshe and Aharon first approached the 
Jewish people in Egypt, “the people believed; 
they accepted that G-d remembered the Jewish 
people” (Shemot 4:31). Yet soon thereafter, 
Pharaoh  increased  their workload, and instead 
of being seen as the messengers of redemption, 
Moshe and Aharon were seen as the cause of 
their problems. “You have placed a sword to kill 
us in their hands” (Shemot 5:21) they are told. 
Moshe was despondent, as the people’s belief 
in G-d had dissipated. 

The ten plagues were just as necessary to 
rekindle the belief in an omnipotent G-d 
amongst the Jewish people as they were to 
punish the Egyptians, and maybe more so. It 
would not be until the events at the Red Sea that 
Jews would regain their faith in G-d and their 
trust in Moshe. “The Jewish people saw the 
great hand of G-d unleashed on Egypt, and the 
people were in awe of G-d; and they believed in 
G-d and in His servant Moshe” (Shemot 14:31). 

Belief in G-d, however, is not enough. It was to 
be accompanied by “belief” in Moshe as the 
faithful servant entrusted to relay the message of 
G-d to the people. 

Noting the juxtaposition of the fate of the 
Egyptians and the belief of the Jewish people, 
Rashi comments that only when the Jewish 
people actually saw the dead Egyptian bodies 
did they truly trust in G-d. The sea, Rashi notes, 
spit out the bodies of the Egyptians so the 
Jewish people would not be able to say, “Just as 
we are being saved on this side of the river, the 
Egyptians are been saved on another side”. Even 
as they believed, their belief was apparently 
quite shaky. Did they really need to see the 

Egyptian bodies to trust in G-d’s promise to 
redeem them? Were the miracles performed in 
Egypt not enough? 

The actions of the Jewish people seem to 
parallel those of Noach. The Torah (Breisheet 
6:7) records that Noach entered the ark only 
when the floodwaters began to rage. Rashi 
notes that Noach, while a faithful servant of G-d, 
nonetheless lacked a certain degree of faith. 
Unsure if there actually would be a flood, he 
waited until he literally had no choice but to 
enter the ark as the water levels rose higher and 
higher. 

Perhaps there is another way of looking at these 
events. The Torah commands us time and time 
again to use our experience in Egypt as an 
impetus for sensitivity, caring and compassion 
towards others. We are to be grateful to the 
Egyptians and are to bear no grudges nor seek 
revenge against them. This is in contradistinction 
to our relationship with Amon or Moav and, of 
course, Amalek. We pour from our cup of wine 
as we mourn the drowning of the Egyptians. The 
Midrash (as opposed to the Talmud) claims that 
we recite half Hallel on the last day(s) of Pesach 
to commemorate the suffering of the Egyptians. 
The Torah commands us to help “the one we 
hate” (see Shemot 23:4-5) to load and unload 
his possessions; we are required to offer charity 
to idolaters; the list of those whom we must help 
who would not help us is a long one. 

The Jewish people may have thought that G-d’s 
compassion was so great that He would take 
mercy on the advancing Egyptians, sparing 
them their deserved fate. After all, as the Midrash 
proclaims, “they [the Egyptians] worship idols, 
and they [the Jews] worship idols”. If the Jews 
were worthy of being saved, so too were the 
Egyptians. Waiting to confirm the deaths of the 

Egyptians demonstrated their realization that G-
d is a G-d of unending mercy. Similarly, Noach—
working for 120 years to build the ark—believed 
that G-d had the utmost patience, waiting and 
waiting for sinners to repent—even as the waters 
were rising. 

We are duty bound to feel the pain of our 
enemies, and even to help them when need be. 
However, there are times when enemies must 
be defeated. To know when to fight and when to 
let up is most difficult. Shaul Hamelech failed that 
test when he spared Agag, the King of the 
Amalekim. The result was Haman. 

One of the key quandaries facing the State of 
Israel is balancing our need to exact justice with 
our even more necessary instinct for mercy. G-d 
is, as the Jewish people sung after they crossed 
the sea, “a Man of War” as well as the 
embodiment of peace. May we have the 
wisdom to know which trait to emulate and 
when.


