
• Condolences to Mark and Naomi Satok and family 
on the passing of Naomi's father, Arnold Noyek. The 
funeral was last Sunday and the shiva will conclude 
on Friday afternoon, December 21st.  Shiva is being 
held at 16 Granite Street.  Hours are 9am to 12pm, 
2pm to 5pm, 7-9pm. Friday 9am-2pm. Morning 
services at 7:30am and evening services are at 
4:30pm. Friday Mincha at 2pm. 

• During the week, anyone who is bringing cookies, 
cheese buns, baked goods or any foods for a 
L’Chaim or Tikun for a Yahrzeit must bring these 
items in a SEALED container with a hashgacha. 
Food in a plastic bag with twist ties is not 
acceptable. Thank you.  

• Rabbi Sonenberg’s Tuesday shiur is cancelled for 
next two weeks. 

• As we strive to make Or Chaim a safer place we Are 
asking that all strollers be put in the locker room 
areas. Having the strollers in the hallway is a hazard 
in case of an emergency. Any stroller left in the 
hallway will be moved. Please work with us to make 
Or Chaim a safer place. Thank you  

• At the annual general meeting in November, the 
issue of Shabbat davening times, shiurim, and the 
overall Shabbat schedule was raised. The following 
brief survey for members only will collect the 
opinions on these important matters.  The survey 
can be found at   https://www.orchaim.com/form/
timesurvey. Members must be logged into your 
account in order to fill out the survey. 
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     4:25 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      4:30 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:15 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     4:30 pm 
 Maariv:          5:22 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:29 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Karen and David Bookman are sponsoring 
kiddish this week for the 5th yahrzeit of 
Karen’s father, Howie (Chaim) Libman z”l. 
May his Neshama have an Aliyah. 

Annie and Tuli Winter are sponsoring 
kiddush to commemorate the yahrzeit of 
Annie's mother, Rachel bat Shaul, Ruth 
Hershtal a"h.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Dec 22: Goldstein & Greenberg 
Dec 29: Grinfeld & Hahn E/E 
Jan 5: Katz & Keller 
Jan 12: Kohon & Lidsky 
Jan 19: Nemetz & Paskowitz 

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: R. Wayne Allen 

Shiur: R. Jay Kelman 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday:  7:45 am 
Monday, Thursday, Friday     6:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday:  4:30pm 
Monday & Thursday       9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening 
Tuesday 8:30pm: CANCELLED for 2 weeks 
 Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur  
Monday & Thursday 5:45am:  
 Rabbi Dovid Engel 

Yahrzeits

Ann Winter (Mother) 
14 Tevet - Ruth Hershtal - Rachel bat Shaul 
Joseph & Yocheved Zeifman (Son) 
15 Tevet - Moshe Boaz ben Chaim Yosef 
Mariann Gruda (Father) 
15 Tevet - Ervin Szamosi - Pinchas Chaim ben Shlomo 
Karen Bookman (Father) 
16 Tevet - Howard Libman - Chaim ben Alter 
Avraham & Gitel 
Larry Sonenberg (Father) 
16 Tevet - Albert Sonenberg - Avraham ben Shlomo 
Judy Magder & Frances Goldstein (Mother) 
17 Tevet - Ann Woznica - הענטשא בת דוד זאב 

Ellen Isakow (Brother) 
17 Tevet - Elliot Richmond

Vayechi: The Inconsistent Truth by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

"And they said, should they make our sister like a 
harlot?" (Breisheet 34:31). So ends round one of the 
debate between Jacob and Shimon and Levi over the 
killing of the people of Shechem for the rape of 
Dinah. The Torah moves on to record Yaakov's return 
to Beit El as the family enters a new phase in their 
travels. It is on Jacob's deathbed that we hear his 
response; "Shimon and Levi, the tools of violence are 
in their hands...in their anger they killed men" (49:5-6). 

Yaakov Avinu waited many years to condemn his 
children for their killing of the people of Shechem. 
Presumably, had he done so initially, it would have 
had little effect. It is not easy to convince young and 
hotheaded zealots that their moral zeal is misplaced. 
They were willing to defend their sister to the death, 
and no speech from their father was going to 
convince them otherwise. This was the first recorded 
instance of an "honour" killing and they were proud 
of it. 

Many years later, with Shimon and Levi now middle-
aged men and Yaakov on his deathbed--people are 
much more apt to heed advice from the dying--
Yaakov vents his true feelings and changes the course 
of Jewish history. "I will separate them within Yaakov, 
and disperse them in Israel" (v. 7). In this prophecy (or 
perhaps curse), it is foretold that Levi would not be 
counted amongst the tribes--thereby separating Levi 
and Shimon--and that they would be destined to 
wandering and even, at times, poverty (see Rashi 
49:7). 

And this, despite the fact that Yaakov's fear of 
retribution from the Canaanites and Perizites was not 
realized. While Yaakov may have expressed his initial 
displeasure at the time in practical terms, saying "I am 
few in numbers and they will gather together and 
attack me" (34:30), it is apparent that his real concern 
is a moral one.  

Yet there may be another reason Yaakov waits until his 
deathbed to express his displeasure at the actions of 
his two sons. Perhaps Yaakov accepted the argument 
of Shimon and Levi that they had to stand up for the 
honour of their sister. Perhaps the acquiescence of 
the city in the kidnapping and rape of their sister 
justified--or at least excused--their actions. It was only 
later events that caused Yaakov to change his mind. It 
was not his view of the action itself that changed, but 
rather, his view of the perpetrators. Yaakov could 
accept the argument of Shimon and Levi that they 
were standing up for the honour of their sister, even if 
he disagreed with its premise. 

This was perhaps an aveirah lishma, a sin carried out 
for a most noble purpose, something Yaakov himself 
did in tricking his father to obtain his blessing. But a 
purely motivated sin must be just that--and that is a 
level that is very hard to attain. Soon afterwards, 
Shimon and Levi proved that family honour was not 
as important to them as they claimed. It was they who 
were the ringleaders in the sale of Joseph (see Rashi 
49:5). Their supposed concern for a sibling was 
shown to be a hollow claim. If they were not willing to 
let Dinah be a harlot, why were they willing to let 
Joseph be left for dead? 

We often face difficult decisions, causing us to act in 
ways that force us to compromise one value so that 
another, more important value can be upheld. But we 
must be carefully ask ourselves if our actions are 
always consistent with our higher values, or whether 
we are just seeking an excuse to act for personal 
benefit. 

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 

donations and payments to your account.


