
• Mazel Tov to Ray Rubin on completing her term as 
President of TanenbaumChat. 

• Bnei Akiva of Toronto thanks the minyan for hosting 
them this Shabbat. 

• The Or Chaim Minyan and Torah in Motion welcome 
Rabbi Dr. Yonatan Feintuch. Dr. Feintuch will speak 
at Seudah Shlesheet  on the topic:The Role of a 
Talmudic Story in a Halakhic Discussion and 
Saturday night at 7:00 pm on the topic What 
Happens at Midnight: A Look at Two Talmudic 
Aggadot. Rabbi Dr. Yonatan Feintuch teaches 
Talmud and Midrash at Yeshivat Har Etzion Beit 
Midrash for Women in Migdal Oz, Herzog College 
in Alon Shvut and Bar Ilan University, and at the 
Ilana de-Hayey Beit Midrash program for women in 
Katamon,  Jerusalem,  which he co-heads with his 
wife, Carmit. 

• As we strive to make Or Chaim a safer place we Are 
asking that all strollers be put in the locker room 
areas. Having the strollers in the hallway is a hazard 
in case of an emergency. Any stroller left in the 
hallway will be moved. Please work with us to make 
Or Chaim a safer place. Thank you  

• At the annual general meeting in November, the 
issue of Shabbat davening times, shiurim, and the 
overall Shabbat schedule was raised. The following 
brief survey for members only will collect the 
opinions on these important matters.  The survey 
can be found at   https://www.orchaim.com/form/
timesurvey. Members must be logged into your 
account in order to fill out the survey. 
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SHABBAT VAYIGASH

7 TEVET 5779 | DECEMBER 15, 2018


Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     4:23 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      4:30 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:10 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     4:30 pm 
 Maariv:          5:19 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:26 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush this week is sponsored by Lloyd 
and Ray Hoffman and the boys to 
commemorate the upcoming first yarhzeit 
of Lloyd’s father, Murray Hoffman, 
Mordechai ben Yosef Shimon HaCohen.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Dec 15: Farkas & Frenkiel 
Dec 22: Goldstein & Greenberg 
Dec 29: Grinfeld & Hahn E/E 
Jan 5: Katz & Keller 
Jan 12: Kohon & Lidsky 

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: David Engel 

Shiur: R. Ori Worcman - וקנה לך חבר - “You’ve 
got a friend in me” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       4:30pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening 
Tuesday 8:30pm: Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - 
Gemara Shiur  
Thursday 5:45am: Rabbi Dovid Engel 

Yahrzeits

Lloyd Hoffman (Father) 
11 Tevet - Murray Hoffman - מרדכי בן יסוף 
 שמעון הכהן

Allan Gold (Mother) 
11 Tevet - Ann Gold - חנה רחל בת משה 

Debbie Kurtz (Husband) 
Yishai, Azriel, Yosef Kurtz (Father) 
12 Tevet - Isaac Zvi Kurtz 

Vayigash: A Painful Reunion by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

Etiquette and diplomatic niceties are the hallmarks of the 
world of politics. Political leaders are trained to speak 
ambiguously and in a way that can allow for future re-
interpretation (misinterpretation?) as the need arises. It is 
only in private, and even then quite rarely, that diplomats 
may express themselves with candour and frankness. 

Pharaoh's court—with its butlers, bakers and servants 
galore—was a place where political correctness had been 
mastered. Yosef's appointment to the position of viceroy 
came with much pomp and ceremony, requiring a name 
change and special uniforms. There were clear 
demarcations of duties and functions, with each 
"department" not allowed to intervene in the affairs of 
others. Yosef even needed special permission to travel 
abroad for the burial of his own father. 

It is not surprising, then, that Yosef was nervous 
regarding the meeting of his family and Pharaoh. What is 
surprising is the exchange between Yaakov and Pharaoh, 
one that seems to violate all rules of political etiquette. 
"And Pharaoh said to Yaakov, ‘How many are the years of 
your life?’" (Breisheet 47:8). Is that how a monarch is 
supposed to talk upon greeting the father of his second-
in-command? And Yaakov's answer is strange indeed. 
Instead of just answering the question, Yaakov gives a 
speech about how difficult his life has been. "My journey 
through life has lasted 130 years. The days of my life 
have been few and bad. I did not live as long as my 
fathers did during their pilgrimage through 
life" (Breisheet 47:9). 

Clearly, something about Yaakov's appearance triggered 
such a question from Pharaoh. The years had taken their 
toll on Jacob. Eisav, Lavan, the death of Rachel, the 
fighting among his sons and his mourning for Yosef for 
so many years had left Yaakov (quite understandably) a 
broken man. His answer to Pharaoh makes it clear that he 
expected to die shortly. In fact, it was only fear of his 
impending death that led him to Egypt in the first place. 
"My son Yosef is alive. I must go and see him before I 
die" (Breisheet 45:28). Nonetheless, Yaakov still was not 
sure that he should go, and only G-d's reassurance, 
telling him not to be afraid to go to Egypt, enables him 
to make the trip. 

This should have been a time of great joy for Yaakov. 
Reuniting with his beloved son should have given him 
strength, joy and thanksgiving. Yet apparently, Yaakov 
radiated weakness, sadness, and bitterness. Pharaoh's 
question was thus one of surprise, even concern. Why 
was he so sad when he should have been so happy? 
Yaakov understood the question and answered 
accordingly. 

In truth, Yaakov's fears were not unfounded. The Yosef so 
dearly loved by Yaakov was not the same Yosef he found 
in Egypt. He was now known by his new name, Tzafnat 
Paneach. His ketonat passim, given to him by his father, 
was replaced with "fine linen garments and a gold chain 
around his neck" (Breisheet 41:42). Yaakov and Yosef 
were living, at least outwardly, in two different cultural 
worlds that could not be reconciled. This was not what 
Yaakov waited all these years for. While faithful to his 
ancestral values, culturally, Yosef was an Egyptian. As if to 
point out the distance between father and son, 
immediately after their brief exchange Joseph whisked 
away his family, spending—at least according to the 
simple reading of the biblical text—almost no time with 
them. 

While Yaakov's feelings are readily understandable, in 
this case Pharaoh was right. The Chizkuni quoting the 
Midrash notes that G-d was angered with Yaakov's 
response. “I saved you from Lavan, Eisav and Shechem 
and returned to you Dinah and Yosef, and you say few 
and bad are your years?” The Midrash claims that Yaakov 
died at age 147, 33 years younger than his father; those 
lost 33 years corresponding to the 33 words of 
conversation between Pharaoh and Yaakov. Harsh 
indeed, but in accordance with the standards demanded 
by the Torah. 

We all face challenges and worse in life. Do we lament 
our difficulties or celebrate our achievements? Do we 
wallow in complaint after complaint or do we grow as a 
result of our difficulties? If we can manage the latter, then 
we will have a greater chance to—like Abraham—“breathe 
(our) last and die at a good age, old and 
satisfied” (Breisheet 25:8).  

OCM App

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 
donations and payments to your account.


