
• Starting first day of Chanukah, Monday December 3rd, 
Shacharit will start at 6:30am. 

• Please join us  for the    מציבה הקמת    honouring the 
memory of our beloved mother בלימא בת צבי הערש ז״ל - 
Agi Sturm on Sunday, Dec 9 at 11:00 am at Bathurst 
Lawn Cemetary, Clanton Park Section.  Shimon and Judy, 
Heshy and Esther, Karen and Yisrael. 

• Or Chaim and Bnei Akiva present a Parent Child 
Learning Special Chanukah Program, Motzei 
Shabbat from 6:30 to 7:30pm for Grades 1-8. There 
will be pizza and a raffle. 

• Mizrachi is launching a daily 5 minute learning session 
over Chanukah that parents can do with their children 
around candlelighting.  There will be questions of the 
day and answers will have a chance to gain raffle 
tickets towards hockey tickets. See flyer for details. 

• You may have noticed that the seforim in the Beit 
Midrash have been organized   on the shelves. 
However in doing that we noticed that many 
seforim are missing or were not worthy of replacing 
on the shelves. If you are interested in sponsoring 
some new seforim in honour of a loved one or in 
memory of a loved one please contact Eli Magder 
at 416-402-3859 or drmagder@gmail.com
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     4:24 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      4:30 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:10 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     4:30 pm 
 Maariv:          5:20 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:27 pm 

Sunday Night - 1st Candle Chanukah 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Fay and Mendy Goldman are sponsoring 
Kiddush this Shabbat for the yahrzeit of 
Mendy’s mother, Freidal bat Motel a 
Kohen. Sorry there will be no Grey Cup 
here this year.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Dec 1: Samuel & Sasson 
Dec 8: No Toranut 
Dec 15: Farkas & Frenkiel 
Dec 22: Goldstein & Greenberg 
Dec 29: Grinfeld & Hahn E/E 

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: Joe Zeifman 

Shiur: Rabbi Eitan Aviner - Building a Jewish 
Philosophy from Within: A Case Study 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:30 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       4:30pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening 
Tuesday 8:30pm: Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - 
Gemara Shiur  
Thursday 5:45am: Rabbi Dovid Engel 

Yahrzeits

Stewart Lesser (Father) 
26 Kislev - Yehuda Yakov ben Aharon 

Marty Goldman (Mother) 
27 Kislev - Freidal bat Mordechai A Kohen 

Vayeshev: The Sounds of Silence by Rabbi Jay 
Kelman 

It takes much thought and hard work to learn when to 
speak up and when to remain silent. Often, we find 
ourselves in trouble because of a loose and fast tongue 
that spoke too soon. Of course, at other times, when the 
occasion demands that we summon the courage to 
speak out, we are often nowhere to be found as we 
merrily mind our own business. 

"And Yosef brought a bad report to their father"(37:3). 
While our Sages affirm that indeed, the brothers were 
sinning, snitching on one's brothers is something that 
should be avoided, almost at all costs. And to make 
matters worse, Yaakov obviously appreciated Yosef's 
reports; immediately thereafter, the Torah tells us that 
"Israel loved Yosef more then any of his other 
sons" (37:3). Perhaps the brothers felt betrayed by their 
father, but unleashed their bitterness, not on Yaakov, but 
on his favourite son. Therefore, seeing the tangible 
proof of Yaakov's favouritism--the coat that Yaakov made 
for their younger brother--"they hated him and could 
not speak peace to him" (37:4).  

Yosef, an immature seventeen year old busy worrying 
about the latest in fashion (see Rashi 37:2), was oblivious 
to the resentment he initiated. How else can we explain 
his decision to share his dreams with his brothers? Had 
he given the matter some thought, he would have 
realized the friction this was bound to cause; after 
revealing his dreams, it is no surprise to us that "they 
hated him all the more" (37:6). The biblical text records 
no verbal response by the brothers, who displayed only 
their continued hatred. Although the situation was tragic, 
our rabbis actually praise the brothers for not displaying 
a false sincerity. They hated their brother, and they did 
not pretend otherwise. 

The total breakdown in communication between Yosef 
and his brothers is alluded to in the continuing narrative. 
Nary a word is recorded as being spoken while the 
brothers dragged Yosef to the pit and threw him in. 
Surely Yosef must have said something, tried to explain 
his actions, or perhaps even asked for forgiveness.  After 
all, Yosef travelled to Shechem literally in order to "see 
the peace of your [his] brothers" (37:13). When he was 

lost, it was not directions he sought, but reconciliation: "I 
seek my brothers"(37:16).  Told where they were, he 
quickly "went to his brothers" (37:17). Yosef had 
apparently learned his lesson and was now seeking 
peace and brotherhood. 

Yosef's transformation is further revealed by his rejection 
of Potiphar's wife.  Yosef told her that to do otherwise 
would be a violation of the trust of his master, and a sin 
against G-d. "He has not kept back anything at all from 
me, except for you, his wife. How could I do such a great 
wrong? It would be a sin before G-d" (39:9). As a youth, 
Yosef had dreamed of the day when all would bow 
down to him; but the older and wiser Yosef expressed 
his subservience to his master and Creator. 

The brothers, who had much to say to each other, had 
not a word for their brother as they tossed him into the 
pit. It was only 22 years later, when the tables had been 
turned, that the brothers were reminded how they 
tragically ignored their younger brother's pleas (see 
42:21). Despite Yosef's willingness to talk peace, the 
brothers would have none of it. 

While the silence of the brothers is deafening, the 
Biblical narrative that follows serves as the model of 
principled silence. Tamar could have chosen to publicly 
embarrass Yehuda; but instead, she decided to remain 
silent, teaching us "that it is better to throw oneself into a 
burning fire rather than embarrass (literally, whiten the 
face of) one in public". While the silence of Tamar led 
Yehuda to teshuva, the silence of the brothers led to 
exile and suffering. 

"The chief butler did not remember Yosef and he forgot 
about him"(40:23). The silence of ingratitude caused 
Yosef to spend an additional two years in jail. 
Apparently, Yosef needed more time in prison, more 
time to reflect upon his past to enable him to build a 
better future. He was punished measure for measure. 
Yosef spoke when he should have remained silent, and 
he languished in jail because the butler remained silent 
when he should have spoken. May we have the wisdom 
and character to know when to speak, how to speak and 
when it is silence that is called for.  

OCM App

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 
donations and payments to your account.


