
• On Sunday November 25, at 8 pm in the small beit 
midrash, Rabbi Gal Ben Meir will be leading an 
interactive discussion and shiur about the Intellectual 
Dark Web (IDW). The IDW is a group of thinkers who 
have been trying to combat the phenomena of 
polarization, self-censorship, and de-platforming that 
have been come commonplace when dealing with 
politically charged topics. Those attending the event are 
encouraged to view in advance a compilation of IDW 
discussion videos. Stay tuned for a link to the video 

• Please join us  for the    מציבה הקמת    honouring the 
memory of our beloved mother בלימא בת צבי הערש ז״ל - 
Agi Sturm on Sunday, Dec 9 at 11:00 am at Bathurst 
Lawn Cemetary, Clanton Park Section.   Shimon and 
Judy, Heshy and Esther, Karen and YIsrael. 

• Shomer Shabbat family from Vancouver attending a 
wedding on the weekend of March 29-31 looking for a 
home to rent in the Or Chaim area. Please contact Tannis 
Boxer at tannis.boxer@gmail.com 

• The minyan is looking for at least six men to act as 
part time gabaim to rotate, 2 at a time, and share 
the privilege of serving in this role. Flexible 
schedule. NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. Members 
of all ages and stages are invited to apply.  

• You may have noticed that the seforim in the Beit 
Midrash have been organized   on the shelves. 
However in doing that we noticed that many 
seforim are missing or were not worthy of replacing 
on the shelves. If you are interested in sponsoring 
some new seforim in honour of a loved one or in 
memory of a loved one please contact Eli Magder 
at 416-402-3859 or drmagder@gmail.com 

• Mizrachi is launching a daily 5 minute learning session 
over Chanukah that parents can do with their children 
around candlelighting.  There will be questions of the 
day and answers will have a chance to gain raffle 
tickets towards hockey tickets. See flyer for details.
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Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     4:28 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      4:35 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:15 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF BOYS:  4:35 pm 
 Maariv:          5:23 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:30 pm 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush this Shabbat is being sponsored 
by Marty and Sharon Goldberg as a 
Hakarat Hatov to the Minyan.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Nov 24: Rosenstein & Rotenberg 
Dec 1: Samuel & Sasson 
Dec 8: Aviner & Barda 
Dec 15: Farkas & Frenkiel 
Dec 22: Goldstein & Greenberg 

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: David Sonenberg 

Shiur: Rabbi Dovid Engel 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       4:35pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Sunday 8:15am: Shiur after davening 
Tuesday 8:30pm: Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - 
Gemara Shiur  
Thursday 5:45am: Rabbi Dovid Engel 

Yahrzeits

David Maresky (Father) 
16 Kislev - Shimon Yehuda ben Yechiel Ya'akov 

David Engel (Mother) 
18 Kislev - Anna Engel 

Henry Koschitzky (Father) 
Saul Koschitzsky (Father) 
19 Kislev - Israel ben Chanina Yitzhak 

Robbie Brown (Father) 
22 Kislev - לייביש הכהן  - Lou Brown 

Vayishlach: Where was Rivka? by Rabbi Jay Kelman 

One of the fascinating (and, at times, frustrating) 
aspects of the Torah is how much information it does 
not tell us. We know nothing of Abraham’s first 75 
years, are left in the dark regarding most of Moshe’s 
first 80 years and so many of the laws of the Torah are 
written in a way that is somewhere between obscure 
and incomprehensible. Of course, this is intentional; 
and analyzing what makes it into the text and why, and 
what does not, is itself an important aspect of Torah 
study. 

The Torah goes into great detail regarding the death 
and funeral of Sarah, and is a bit less specific regarding 
that of Rachel. Presumably, the recording of the death 
of Sarah is necessary to teach such notions as respect 
for the dead, our connection to the land of Israel, and 
Abraham’s integrity in negotiation. The death of Rachel 
not only gives rise to the naming of Binyamin, it helps 
us focus on the unfulfilled relationship between Yaakov 
and Rachel, and allows to appreciate how much more 
difficult the coming years will be for Yaakov. 

Yet why is the Torah totally silent regarding the deaths 
of Leah and Rivka? “And Devorah, the wet nurse of 
Rivka, died and she was buried below Beit-
El.” (Breisheet 35:8) This is the first - and last - time we 
hear of Devorah, and yet her death is recorded; but not 
that of Rikva! Rashi quotes a Midrashic teaching that 
Rivka, too, died at that time, demonstrating the deep 
bond between child and “nanny”. If this is so, we must 
empathize with Yaakov, who lost his mother and wife in 
quick succession (immediately thereafter, we read of 
the death of Rachel). This just sharpens the question as 
to why the death of Rivka is itself not recorded. 

Rashi (Breisheet 35:8) explains that the Torah purposely 
hid her death, so people would not curse her as the 
mother of Eisav. While this may fit in well with the 
Midrashic notion of Eisav as the personification of the 
enemy of the Jewish people, this seems difficult to 
understand based on the plain meaning of the text. 
After all, Eisav and Yaakov did reconcile, and there is 

little in the text itself indicating that Eisav was, say, any 
worse than Yishmael. 

Perhaps the Torah is hinting that Yaakov’s relationship 
with Leah and Rivka lacked something. We can 
understand how Yaakov may have been bitter over his 
fate in marriage, and while the Torah tells us that “he 
also loved Rachel” (Breisheet 29:30) meaning that he 
surely loved Leah the Torah also tell us in the very next 
verse, that “G-d saw that Leah was hated.” 

While Leah would be the eternal wife of Yaakov and the 
mother of the majority of the tribes, including those of 
the monarchy and religious leadership, and although 
Yaakov and Leah were to be buried together, the lack 
of any mention of her death reflects a distance 
between the two.  

So too, apparently, was there some distance between 
Yaakov and his mother. “And now my son, listen to my 
voice and get up and run for you to Lavan, my 
brother...why should I be bereaved of both of you on 
the same day?” (Breisheet 27:43, 45) While Rivka sent 
Yaakov away for his own safety, it was actually a 
permanent farewell, with mother and son never to see 
each other again. Our Sages teach that, “The Divine 
Spirit rested upon her, and she prophesized that they 
[Eisav and Yaakov] would die on the same day.” While 
that day would not be for many years, in a certain 
sense, Rivka was bereaved of her children on that very 
day. Yaakov on his deathbed beseeches his children to 
bury him in ma’arat hamachpela, “there they buried 
Abraham and Sarah his wife, there they buried Yitzchak 
and Rivka his wife and there I buried Leah.” (49:31) 
While Yaakov buried Leah, it was “they” who buried 
Rivka who is described as Yitzchak’s wife but not 
Yaakov’s mother. Yaakov does not even appear at her 
funeral. 

The family dynamics of our founding patriarchs and 
matriarchs is complex, to say the least. The Torah says 
little, but leaves out much, allowing and insisting that 
we fill in the many details, helping to make their lives 
even more relevant to ours. 

OCM App

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 
donations and payments to your account.


