
• Due to the cancellation of the Youth minyan this 
Shabbat, there will be a Mother-Daughter 
davening/learning program for ages 10 and up. 

• The minyan is looking for at least six men to act as 
part time gabaim to rotate, 2 at a time, and share 
the privilege of serving in this role. Flexible 
schedule. NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. Members 
of all ages and stages are invited to apply.  

• Shiur following Sunday am Shacharit starting this Sunday 
at 8:15am. Rabbi Yosef Kurtz will be speaking this week. 

• On Sunday November 25, at 8 pm in the small beit 
midrash, Rabbi Gal Ben Meir will be leading an 
interactive discussion and shiur about the Intellectual 
Dark Web (IDW). The IDW is a group of thinkers who 
have been trying to combat the phenomena of 
polarization, self-censorship, and de-platforming that 
have been come commonplace when dealing with 
politically charged topics. Those attending the event are 
encouraged to view in advance a compilation of IDW 
discussion videos. Stay tuned for a link to the video. 

• On behalf of Toronto Yachad, we'd like to thank the 
Or Chaim Minyan for graciously hosting our Yachad 
Shabbaton and proving such an inclusive Shabbat. 
We would like to also thank the  members of the 
Shul for opening up their  homes and hosting our 
Yachad members and making them feel so 
comfortable.. And a special thank you to Alan 
Simon and Anita Bromberg  for always being so 
helpful and considerate. With much appreciation 
and Hakarat Hatov, Toronto Yachad - Devorah 
Marmer, Sarah Cole, Mira Glogauer and Ari Karon
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SHABBAT VAYETZEI

9 KISLEV 5779 | NOVEMBER 17, 2018


Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     4:34 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      4:40 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   Cancelled 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: Cancelled 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: Cancelled 
       6-9 yrs old:   Cancelled 
 Mother-Daughter Learning Program: 9:00 am 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:  Cancelled until March 
 Mincha:          4:20 pm 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:     4:35 pm 
 Maariv:          5:29 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:36 pm 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush this Shabbat is being sponsored 
by Michael and Marsha Lax and Family to 
commemorate the fourth yahrzeit of 
Marsha’s beloved mother Chana Yehudit 
bat Moshe z”l” on 11 Kislev. May her 
Neshama have an Aliyah.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Nov 17: Robicsek & Sacke 
Nov 24: Rosenstein & Rotenberg 
Dec 1: Samuel & Sasson 
Dec 8: Aviner & Barda 
Dec 15: Farkas & Frenkiel 

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: Dov Meyer 

Shiur: Kelman 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday:       4:40pm 
Monday - Thursday  9:30 pm

NEW: Sundays 
Shiur after davening - 8:15am 
Tuesday 
Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur 8:30pm 
Thursday 
Rabbi Dovid Engel  - 5:45 am 

Yahrzeits

Marsha Lax (Mother) 
11 Kislev - Chana Yehudit bat Moshe 

Marcelo Grinfeld (Father) 
11 Kislev - Abraham ben Salomon & Esther 

Eitan Aviner (Mother) 
15 Kislev - שושנה בת פלורה 

Vayetze: G-d is Against Me by Rabbi Jay Kelman 
The experiences of history have made our people a nervous 
lot. Whatever nervousness is warranted as members of the 
human race is significantly multiplied for those of the Jewish 
persuasion. We tend to be nervous even when there is little to 
be nervous about.  

This is a trait that goes back to Yaakov Avinu, the founding 
father of the Jewish nation. “[And G-d said] I am with you, I will 
protect you” (Breishhet 28:15). Yet despite this assurance from 
G-d, the Torah tel ls us that “He (Jacob) was 
frightened” (Breishhet 28:17), “…and Jacob made a vow; if G-
d will remain with me, and He will protect me on my 
journey” (Breishhet 28:20).  

While questioning G-d’s assurances seems almost heretical, 
such an attitude—if done carefully—can actually help one grow 
religiously. While generally, the Oral Law explains and 
amplifies the written text, there are times when the Oral Law, in 
essence, “contradicts” the written word. The Midrash (see 
Rashi, Shemot 20:22) notes that on three occasions, despite 
the Torah’s use of the world im “if”, what is actually meant is 
ka’asher “when”. The Midrash, in making this startling claim, 
forces us to ask a simple question: If the Torah means “when”, 
then why say “if”?  

Apparently, our Sages want us to understand these verses on 
two levels, each revealing a different aspect of the verse under 
review. Using the approach of the Midrash in our case yields a 
crucial insight into our relationship with G-d. If G-d made a 
promise that He would bring Yaakov home in peace, then 
Yaakov would be brought home in peace. That is G-d’s 
promise. Yet it is a promise we dare not rely on. We must feel 
that G-d may – or may not – bring us home. By relying on such 
promises we run the risk of becoming religiously complacent. 
What need is there for self-examination and improvement if, 
regardless of what we do, G-d will be there with His protective 
hand?  

“Shiviti Hashem lenegdi Tamid, one should place G-d before 
oneself always” (Tehillim, 16:8). This verse adorns many of our 
synagogues and is the opening comment of the Shulchan 
Aruch, the classic code of Jewish law. Yet the term neged also 
means “against” or “in opposition”. In a remarkable insight 
(quoted at the beginning of Nishmat Avraham, Dr. Abraham 
Abraham’s magnum opus on Jewish medical ethics), the verse 
is translated as, “One should always see G-d in opposition to 
us”. If G-d grants us wealth, we must be fearful that G-d wants 
to give us our reward in this world, so that we lose our reward 
in the World to Come. And if we are impoverished, well, that is 
a punishment for our sins.   

Rather than feeling the presence and closeness of G-d, we 
must feel distant from, and thus fearful of, G-d. It is this fear that 
we may be “alone” and that G-d is opposed to us that 
galvanizes us into action as we beseech G-d to protect us. 
Ironically, it is the feeling of distance from G-d that may inspire 
us to come closer to Him.  

The Netziv (Breisheet 2:20) makes a similar comment 
regarding the Torah’s description of a wife as an ezer knegdo. 
Precisely by voicing opposition, by being a constructive critic, 
one offers the most help to a spouse.  

Yaakov Avinu was not questioning G-d’s promise of 
protection. He was questioning his worthiness to be the 
recipient of such protection. He was concerned, our Sages 
note, that shema yigrom hachet, “perhaps sin will 
intervene” (Berachot 4a), setting back even G-d’s promise.  

It was this fear that led Yaakov to take a vow that “of all that You 
give me, I will set aside a tenth to You” (Breishhet 28:22). It is 
this vow that serves as the original source for the rule that one 
should give 10% (ideally 20%) of one’s income to charity. 
Yaakov’s attitude that G-d’s protection is “if”, not “when”, 
becomes a medium for protecting the poor throughout the 
generations.  

Is it any wonder that one of the three “ifs” of the Torah that the 
midrash claims means “when” is the verse “if money you shall 
lend, the poor should be with you” (Shemot 22:24)? While we 
are obligated to give tzedakah—thus, it is “when”, not “if”—we 
should do so not because we have to, but because we want 
to, the “if” indicating our choice in the matter.  

This fear factor is something that accompanied Yaakov 
throughout his life. “And Jacob was very frightened” (Breishhet 
32:8) as he prepared for his encounter with Eisav. Yaakov was 
afraid after Shimon and Levi killed the inhabitants of Shechem, 
he was afraid to send Binyamin to Egypt, he was afraid to go 
down to Egypt himself, and he was afraid that Yosef might not 
bury him in the land of Israel. Yet one could argue that 
precisely because of his fears, he was able to reconcile with 
Eisav, he enabled his children to eventually feel responsible 
for one another, and he demonstrated the centrality of the 
land of Israel for his descendants.  

Fear need not paralyze us. If used properly, it enables us to do 
our utmost to face the challenges of life, thereby turning the 
conditional “if G-d be with us” into “when G-d accompanies 
me”. 

OCM App

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 
donations and payments to your account. 


