
• The Or Chaim Minyan AGM will be held on Sunday 
November 11, 2018 at Or Chaim (159 Almore 
Avenue). 

• The youth minyan is happy to offer anyone 
interested who has a child above the age of 9 to 
participate in our shul's youth minyan that takes 
place every Shabbat at 9 A.M. This minyan enables 
our youth to take leadership roles upon themselves, 
while also and winning prizes and having 
special kiddushim. If you'd like to receive any more 
info or for any questions please contact Rabbi Ben 
Meir at gben-meir@bastoronot.org
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SHABBAT CHAYEI SARA

25 CHESHVAN 5779 | NOVEMBER 3, 2018


Friday Evening 
 Candle Lighting     5:49 pm 
 Mincha/Maariv:      5:55 pm 

Shabbat Day:   
 R. Eitan Aviner Shiur:   7:45am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF (Grade 1-8): 5:00 pm 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:     4:35 pm 
 Mincha:          5:35 pm 
 Maariv:          6:44 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:51 pm 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush is co-sponsored by Izzy and Ellen 
Isakow in memory of Joseph Isakow"s 
first yahrzeit. May his Neshama have an 
Aliyah.  Also as a celebration of Jesse and 
Josie Isakow’s son, Andy’s first birthday. 

Kiddush is co-sponsored by Jonathan and 
Sandra Emanuel in memory of the 
yahrzeit of Jonathan's father Eric (אליעזר 
.(בן אליהו

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Nov 3: Newman & Niederhoffer 
Nov 10: Pakes & Rabinovitch 
Nov 17: Robicsek & Sacke 
Nov 24: Rosenstein & Rotenberg 
Dec 1: Samuel & Sasson 

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

 
Devar Torah: Israel Ellis 

Shiur: R. Eitan Aviner

This Shabbat, we invite all our members, friends, 
supporters, and guests to #ShowUpForShabbat. 

Last Shabbat, we witnessed the deadliest act of anti-
Semitism in North American history — the attack at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. This Shabbat, we 
are responding with our greatest show of solidarity. A 
continental Solidarity Shabbat with the Jewish 
community of Pittsburgh. 

At synagogues, community centers and homes across 
North America, we will be gathering together in 
prayer, compassion and unity — as one people. And as 
the Federation Movement. From Toronto to Tampa. 
From Milwaukee to Montreal and in every city and in 
between, we stand as a reminder of the power of 
community. 

Please join us at Or Chaim this Shabbat  to take part in 
#SolidarityShabbat and #StandWithPittsburgh. We 
look forward to #ShowUpForShabbat with you.
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THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday        7:45 am 
Monday - Friday   6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  9:30 pm

Tuesday 
Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur 8:30pm 
Thursday 
Rabbi Dovid Engel  - 5:45 am 
Shabbat 
Rabbi Jay Kelman - one hour before Mincha

Yahrzeits

Daniel Grodzinski (Father) 
25 Cheshvan - ראובן בן אברהם בצלאל 

Lisa Nerman (Brother) 
30 Cheshvan - שפ 

Limore Ellis (Father) 
1 Kislev

WHAT’S YOUR NAME? by Zev Steinberg 

Dedicated to the baby who was to be named 
at the Tree of Life Synagogue on Shabbat 
morning, October 27, 2018. 

Little boy, what’s your name – do you have 
one? Sweet baby, just eight days old, what 
should we call you? 

I have heard the sacred circumcision 
postponed for jaundiced yellow, but never 
before for bloodshed red. 

Is your name Shalom? We long for peace in 
this troubled world. I hope you are Shalom. 

Is your name Nachum? Oh, how we need to be 
comforted in our grief. I hope you are Nachum. 

Is your name Raphael? Our broken hearts and 
bleeding souls need healing. I hope you are 
Raphael. 

You should have been carried high into the 
congregation on Shabbat morning - past from 
loving hands to loving hands - on a cushioned 
pillow to receive your Jewish name. Instead 
your elders fell and were carried out on 
stretchers in plastic bags. Their names on tags. 

Is your name Moshe? Our unbearable anguish 
and rage demands justice. I hope you are 
Moshe. 

Is your name Ariel? We need the ferocious 
strength of lions to protect our people. I hope 
you are Ariel. 

Is your name Barak? We need courageous 
warriors to vanquish our enemies. I hope you 
are Barak. 

The blood on Shabbat morning was supposed 
to be covenantal not sacrilegious, sacramental 
not sacrificial, sacred not unholy. The tears 
were supposed to be of boundless joy not 
bottomless sorrow. The cries were supposed to 
be “mazel tov” not the mourner’s kaddish. 
Is your name Simcha? We need an end to 
sadness by bringing joy into our world. I hope 
you are Simcha. 

Is your name Yaron? We need an end to 
mourning by bringing song into our lives . I 
hope you are Yaron. 

Is your name Matan? We need the gift of 
children who will bring a better tomorrow. I 
hope you are Matan. 

So little boy, what’s your name? Take them all if 
you will. Take a thousand names. Be peace and 
Comfort and Healing. Be  

Justice and Strength and Courage. Be Joy and 
Song and a Gift to the world. Be every good 
name and every good thing. 

And, Sweet baby, take one more name if you 
will – because I hope you will be blessed with a 
long, blissful, beautiful and meaningful life… 

I hope you are Chaim. 

OCM App

Get the Or Chaim Minyan App Now! Navigate to 
https://www.orchaim.com/getapp to download 
today. Update your profile, yahrzeit, and make 
donations and payments to your account. 



Chayei Sarah: More than a Story  
by Rabbi Jay Kelman  

"The discussions of the servants of our 
patriarchs are more beloved than the Torah 
of their children” (Rashi, Breisheet, 24:22). 
This enigmatic statement is the explanation 
given for the fact that Torah spends 67 
verses detailing and then repeating the story 
of how the servant of Abraham finds a 
marriage partner for Yitzchak, whereas other 
laws of the Torah are either “flying in the 
wind” i.e. the nullification of vows or are 
“mountains held up by a piece of hair” i.e. 
the laws of Shabbat; (Chagiga 10a), with 
little or no textual support.  

Our Sages are not merely referring to the 
quantity of space allocated to the story. 
Rather, they are teaching us that the Biblical 
stories - even those involving slaves, so how 
much more so those directly dealing with 
our founding families? - are of greater 
significance that the actual laws of the Torah. 
Law may teach us how to act, but it is the 
Biblical narrative that tells us how to live.  

In our particular context, the Torah's 
repetition highlights the great dedication 
and wisdom used by Abraham's servant in 
finding a wife for Yitzchak. Though the 
servant is assumed to be Eliezer, his name is 
never explicitly mentioned in the text, 
testifying to his total dedication and humility 
in fulfilling his mission. Not only did he not 
seek credit, our Sages note that he had a 
daughter whom he would have liked to be 
Yitzchak's wife. Nonetheless, he faithfully 
carried out his mission.  

Even as Eliezer was subconsciously hoping 
his mission would fail, he was doing 
everything in his power to ensure that he 
would succeed. There are subtle but 
important differences in the story recorded 
as it occurred, as compared to Eliezer's 
recounting of the story to Rivka's family. The 
many “changes” were made in order to 
increase the chance that the family would 
agree to let Rivka become part of the 
covenantal community. Eliezer, for example, 
downplays Abraham's total devotion to G-d 
while overemphasizing the wealth of his 
master. He stresses the importance of 
finding a wife who is a member of the family 
(whereas Abraham only insisted on a wife 
from his homeland), while neglecting to 
mention that Yitzchak would never return to 
visit. The words of the servant teach us 
much.  

The notion that we can learn more from 
Biblical stories than from Biblical law is a 
recurring theme of the Torah. It is the basis 
of the entire book of Breisheet. Rashi's own 
answer notwithstanding, it is the answer to 
his question as to why the Torah does not 
start with Parshat Bo, detailing the first 
mitzvoth given to the Jewish people. It is the 
basis of the rabbinic teaching that “greater is 
service of a scholar than learning from 
him” (Brachot 7b).  

Derech eretz kadma LeTorah. Before we can 
properly observe Jewish law, we must refine 
our character. And this is what the Biblical 
narrative, the conversation even of mere 
servants, is all about. Chesed, loving 
kindness, gevura, spiritual strength, and 
emet, truth, are the traits that our Sages see 
epitomized in Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

The biblical account of creation teaches us 
little about the science of creation (how 
could it in only 31 verses?), but much about 
the nature of man. Created in the image of 
G-d, he must emulate the 13 attributes of G-
d: mercy, kindness, slowness to anger, 
forgiveness, patience. No law can teach 
character development as effectively as a 
close reading of Breisheet can.  

Rav Soloveitchik would often lament that 
while he had great success in teaching the 
legal aspects of Torah, he was unable to 
mentor generations of Jews to feel the 
necessary passion for Judaism. His students 
were interested in his intellect while ignoring 
what was in the heart. And Judaism without 
a heart cannot long survive intact.  

We as a community have made great strides 
in the teaching of and the observance of 
Jewish law. Halacha for many is as natural as 
walking. At the same time, our focus on 
halacha has at times caused us to forget the 
larger messages of Torah. We often neglect 
to go beyond the law—l’f’nim m’shurat hadin. 
Perhaps if we recognized the wisdom and 
insight that is contained beyond the law, we 
might demonstrate the beauty and 
relevance of Torah to the majority of the 
Jewish world, who do not feel bound by 
Jewish law.  


