
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Mazel Tov to Laura and Mo Davidovits on the birth 
of a baby girl! Mazel Tov also to older brothers 
Ethan, Charlie and Noah. 

• We regret to inform you of the passing of Emanuel 
Tannenbaum, father of Ruby Judelman. Please 
check Steeles Memorial for further information 
(http://steelesmemorialchapel.com/) 

• Scholar in Residence this Shabbat: Rabbi 
Menachem Leibtag. Rabbi Leibtag’s bio can be 
found at https://www.torahinmotion.org/users/
rabbi-menachem-leibtag 

• Rabbi Leibtag will also speak at Sharon and Marty 
Goldberg’s home, 68 Laurelcrest, 9:00pm on Motzei 
Shabbat on the topic "When and Why God talks to 
Himself in Sefer Breisheet”  

• NEW! Rabbi Noah Sonenberg's Gemara Shiur will 
be starting up on Tuesday evenings at 8:30pm at Or 
Chaim. We will be learning Gemara Shabbat. 

• ‘O’ Book Club: Our next selection for the O book 
club will be PACHINKO by Min Jin Lee. The next 
meeting is at 14 Raeburn Avenue on Shabbat 
October 20th at 5:30pm.
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Friday Evening 
 Mincha/Maariv:      6:40 pm 
 Candle Lighting     6:34 pm 

Shabbat Day: 
 R. Leibtag Shiur:     7:45am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+: 9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:   9:45 am 
 Bnei Akiva SNIF:      5:00 pm 
 R. Leibtag Shiur:      5:15 pm 
 Mincha:          6:20 pm 
 Maariv:          7:28 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      7:35 pm 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

Scholar in Residence: R. Menachem Leibtag 
7:45am Shiur: Parshanim on the Parsha: Why Tehillim 
and Nevi’im Are the Earliest Parshanim 
Devar Torah: Seven Minutes about the Number 
Seven 
Shiur: The Biblical Theme of "Tzelem Elokim”: From 
Anthropology to Theology 
Before Mincha: The Flood Story: Polemic—or 
Platform? From Noach to Avraham to Moshe Rabeinu 
Seudat Shlesheet: Yeshivat Shem v'Ever—Really? The 
Peshat Behind the Drash 

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush is minyan sponsored.

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Oct 6: Judelman & Kagedan 
Oct 13: Kanner & Katzman 
Oct 20: Koschitzky S&D & Lax 
Oct 27: Lambert & Lesser 
Nov 3: Gelkopf & Maresky 



THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Shacharit 
Sunday & Monday  7:45 am 
Tuesday - Friday   6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday - Thursday  6:35 pm

Tuesday 
Rabbi Noah Sonenberg - Gemara Shiur 8:30pm 
Thursday 
Rabbi Dovid Engel  - 5:45 am 
Shabbat 
Rabbi Jay Kelman - one hour before Mincha

Yahrzeits

Michal Frinfeld (Father) 
3 Cheshvan - Natan ben Fardose 

Joseph Edell (Brother) 
27 Tishrei - נחום בן ברוך שלמה זלקא 

Lost & Found

FOUND: 
• Reading Glasses 
• Keys 
• Kids Bracelet 
• Raincoat - Fit Rite X-Large 

Contact president@orchaim.com if yours.

Breisheet: Let Us Make Man by Rabbi Kelman 

The belief in one G-d is perhaps the most 
fundamental teaching of Judaism. Thousands 
have died rather than negate this central tenet of 
Judaism. "In the beginning, G-d created the 
heaven and the earth" lays down the Biblical 
perspective right from the beginning. All that 
exists in this universe has only one source. While 
this may seem obvious to us, it is not necessarily 
inherently so. Could it not make more sense to 
argue that good and evil are a reflection of 
competing gods?   

It would take the powerful teachings of Judaism 
to bring the message of monotheism to a pagan 
world. And apparently, Judaism could not do it 
on its own. The Rambam, in a fascinating (and 
previously censored) historical vignette codified 
in his legal code (see Hilchot Melachim 11:4), 
notes that we can never fathom the ways of the 
Almighty. Thus, despite the many calamities 
caused to the Jewish people by the adherents of 
Christianity and Islam, the Rambam "rules" that 
Christianity and Islam have paved the road for 
belief in a personal Messiah and the worship of 
G-d.   

It would take thousands of years to turn the tide 
against paganism. This need to assert the notion 
of ethical monotheism can help to explain why 
the Biblical text is replete with admonitions 
against idolatry, warning the Jewish people over 
and over again not to follow in the pagan ways of 
the nations that surround them.   

The natural urge for idolatry was so great that it 
was only through the prayers of the Rabbis, the 
Talmud asserts, that idolatry was by and large 
uprooted from the midst of the Jewish people. 
During the First Temple period, king after king 
after king led the Jewish people in their 
idolatrous ways; eventually the idolatry was so 
deeply rooted that the Temple had to be 
destroyed. Yet during the Second Temple, 
idolatry was nowhere to be found, and Torah 
learning flourished; tragically, so did internal 
strife.   

With this perspective, we can better appreciate 
the difficulty posed by the creation of man. "And 
G-d said, let us make man" (1:26). The dualism 
implied in the verse troubled the Sages. Why 
would the Torah leave an opening to say that G-d 
did not create the world alone? Why allow 
people to claim that there is more than one 
Deity? Yes, the belief in one G-d is most 
important, yet teaching values is even more 
important--even at the risk of causing some to 
deny the unity of G-d. As Rashi notes, G-d--in 
consulting with others (the angels) before He 
created man--is teaching a powerful lesson in 
"derech eretz and humility, that the greater one 
should consult with and take advice from the 
lesser ones". At the moment of the creation of 
man, G-d teaches us that our character 
development is even more important than our 
religious beliefs.   

A Jew must be willing to die rather than deny 
belief in one G-d. This is so despite the fact that 
such denial is made under duress, and does not 
at all reflect the person's true belief. 

Nonetheless, teaching proper character traits 
outweighs the potential danger to teaching a 
false belief in G-d. Thus, the Meshech Chochmah 
(Shemot 14:24) notes that the verse we read on 
Yom Kippur that "G-d dwells in the midst of our 
impurities" (Vayikra 16:16) is a reference to the 
sins of sexual immorality and idolatry. G-d's 
presence remains amongst us despite these 
grievous sins. However, the Meshech Chochmah 
notes that for the sins of character, gossip, and 
divisiveness, we drive away G-d's presence.   

On Yom Kippur, we were forgiven for the sin of 
the golden calf. What is much harder to gain 
atonement for is a lack of derech eretz. If G-d is 
more concerned about our middot than our 
beliefs, so should we. As we begin the Torah 
reading anew, let us focus on developing our 
"derech eretz and humility" as we strive to 
emulate G-d.  


