
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• The Women’s only Simchat Torah program is 
returning again this year both Monday night at 
7:50pm and Tuesday morning. The program, led 
by Hodaya Pituchei-Chotam, will consist of Divrei 
Torah, dancing, Sushi and more in the MPR room. If 
any women in the Minyan are interested in giving a 
Dvar Torah or anyone would like to help with this 
event please let us know. More details to follow. 
Please help to sponsor this event at https://
www.orchaim.com/payment.php and indicate that 
this is for the Women’s Simchat Torah Program. 

• ‘O’ Book Club: Our next selection for the O book 
club will be PACHINKO by Min Jin Lee. The next 
meeting is at 14 Raeburn Avenue on Shabbat 
October 20th at 5:30pm.
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HOSHANA RABBA — SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 30
7:45 am Shacharit
6:43 pm Candle Lighting
6:45 pm Mincha and Maariv

SHMINI ATZERET— MONDAY OCTOBER 1
8:30 am Shacharit
10:00 am Yizkor
5:40 pm Rabbi Jay Kelman Shiur
6:40 pm Mincha
7:41 pm Candle Lighting (not before)

SIMCHAT TORAH— TUESDAY OCTOBER 2
8:30 am Shacharit
5:40pm Rabbi Jay Kelman Shiur
6:40 pm Mincha
7:42 pm Motzei Yom Tov

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OCM

DEVAR TORAH AND SHIUR

SHEMINI ATZERET: 
Devar Torah: R. Eddie Shostak 

KIDDUSH SPONSORS

Kiddush both days are minyan sponsored. 
Shemini Atzeret lunch requires prior RSVP. 

KIDDUSH TORANUT

Oct 1: Hahn & Herman 
Oct 2: Hollander & Isakow 
Oct 6: Judelman & Kagedan 
Oct 13: Kanner & Katzman 
Oct 20: Koschitzky S&D & Lax 



THIS WEEK’S DAVENING

SHIRIUM

Please refer to page 3 for the schedule until the 
end of Sukkot. Mincha/Maariv times during the 
weekday have been changed and extended until 
the clock change in November. Please see the 
schedule and calendar for details.

Thursday 
Rabbi Dovid Engel   5:45 am 

Shabbat 
Rabbi Jay Kelman - one hour before Mincha

Yahrzeits

Jeff Feintuch (Mother) 
16 Tishrei - רחל בת צפורה לאה 

Lost & Found

FOUND: 
• Reading Glasses 
• Keys 
• Kids Bracelet 
• Raincoat - Fit Rite X-Large 

Contact president@orchaim.com if yours.

Sukkot: Leaving Home by Rabbi Kelman 

“And you shall take for yourself on the first day a 
beautiful fruit of the tree, an unopened palm frond, 
myrtle branches, and willows, and you shall rejoice 
before G-d for seven days” (Vayikra 23:40). The 
halacha stipulates a number of ways to fulfill the 
mitzvah of rejoicing (simcha); eating meat, drinking 
wine, buying new clothes, learning Torah, sharing our 
blessings with others. Yet ultimately, simcha is 
achieved through feeling the presence of G-d: “and 
you shall rejoice lifnei Hashem, before G-d”. 

This presence is felt, first and foremost, in the Temple. 
Thus, according to the rabbinic understanding of the 
above verse, the command to take the arba minim—
while operative outside of the Temple “on the first 
day” only—applied for all seven “before G-d”, i.e., in 
the Temple.  

Five days earlier, on Yom Kippur, is the day when 
“before G-d, you shall purify yourself” (Vayikra 16:30); 
and it was the service in the Temple, specifically the 
sair leAzazel, that was the means of atonement. The 
purity of being “before G-d” on Yom Kippur leads to 
the joy of being “before G-d” on Sukkot.  

With the Temple destroyed, our ability to feel the 
presence of G-d—and hence, our joy—was diminished. 
Some rabbis suggested that we were never to enjoy 
meat again, and some went so far as to recommend 
we stop having children; i.e., that we should self-
destruct (see Bava Batra 60b). Yet ultimately, our 
tradition understood that the Temple was only a 
means to an end. Rav Yochanan ben Zackai, when 
given the chance, did not even try to save the Temple. 
Instead, he asked for permission to set up an 
academy in the small coastal town of Yavne (Gittin 
56b). The terrible infighting amongst the Jews, the 
corruption that reached even the high priesthood 
and the Temple (see, for example, Mishna Yoma, 
chapter 1) meant that Judaism needed restructuring, 
with a focus away from the centrality of the Temple. (In 
fact, those groups that continued to focus on the 
Temple were lost to Jewish history.)  

Rav Yochanan ben Zackai understood that mourning 
for the Temple, while necessary in some form, could 
not impede the development of Judaism. He thus 
instituted a series of laws; not for the purpose of 
mourning, but to remember and celebrate the 

practices of the Temple. If the lulav was taken for 
seven days in the Temple, now that there was no 
Temple, it should be taken for seven days throughout 
the Diaspora. In a stroke of genius, Rav Yochanan ben 
Zackai taught that the joy that was present in the 
Temple could and would be found everywhere; we 
were to feel the presence of G-d in our miniature 
temples, the batei knesset, on the farm and in our 
home.  

As Rav Yochanan ben Zackai did for Sukkot, Rabbi 
Akiva did for Yom Kippur. The Jewish people feared 
that that without the elaborate Temple ritual of Yom 
Kippur, atonement was impossible. Yet Rabbi Akiva, 
like Rav Yochanan ben Zackai before him, taught that 
it is not the sticks and stones of the Temple, but rather 
our relationship with G-d that matters most. And for 
that, no temples are necessary. 

“Rabbi Akiva said: Blessed are you, Israel; before 
Whom do you become pure? Who purifies you? Your 
Father in Heaven!...and it says Mikveh Yisroel; just as a 
mikveh purifies the impure, so, too, the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, purifies the Jewish people” (Yoma 
85a). If we immerse ourselves in carrying out G-d’s 
will, atonement will follow, with or without a Temple. 
What a powerful message to the generation that 
witnessed the destruction! 

Rav Yochanan ben Zackai and Rabbi Akiva were 
perhaps the two most optimistic rabbis. While others 
saw destruction, Rav Yochanan ben Zackai saw the 
potential for rebirth. While others cried, Rabbi Akiva 
laughed (see Makkot 24a). Rav Yochanan ben Zackai 
is praised by the Talmud as the one who was always 
the first to greet everyone, “even the non-Jew in the 
marketplace” (Brachot 17a). Greeting people—
everyone, every day—requires a most joyous attitude 
to life. “And Rabbi Akiva taught, ‘a person should 
always accustom himself to say all that the Merciful 
One does is for the best’” (Brachot 60b).  

Let us follow their example. May the purity of Yom 
Kippur, attained through fasting and prayer, lead to 
the joy of Sukkot, attained through feasting. Even as 
we leave the comfort of our homes, let us rejoice in 
the presence of G-d.
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