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Shabbat Schedule 

Friday Evening:    
 Mincha:         7:00 pm 
 Candle Lighting     8:21 pm 
Shabbat Day: 
 Ezer Diena Shiur:     7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+:  9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:  9:45 am 
 Bnei Akiva  SNIF      5:00 pm 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:     7:10 pm 
  The Torah of Chesed 
 Mincha:          8:10 pm 
 Maariv:         9:22 pm 
 see next panel for further details 

Weekday Schedule 

Shiurim 
Wed: 5:45 am - R. Eisenstock 
Thursday: 5:45 am - R. Engel 

Shacharit 
Tuesday-Friday: 6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:35 pm 

Dvar Torah 
Shabbat: R. Noah Sonenberg 
Shavuot 1: TBD 
Shavuot 2: R. Wayne Allen 

Shiur 
Shabbat: R. Jay Kelman - Names &Numbers 
Shavuot 1: TBD 
Shavuot 2: R. Wayne Allen - Torah in Four Letters

THE OR CHAIM MINYAN BULLETIN
5-7 Sivan 5778 Parshat Bamidbar & Shavuot May 19-21, 2018

Shavuot Schedule 
Shavuot Learning - Saturday night 
 Shiur: Rabbi Kelman          7:10 pm 
 Mincha:                8:10 pm 
 Shiur: Adam Friedmann         betw. Mincha/Maariv 
 Special Family Teen Learning between Mincha and Maariv 
together  
  with  R. Yair’s  university Students 
 Maariv and Candlelighting:       9:22 pm 
 Shiur: Gal Ben Meir           after  Maariv 
 Shavuot Dinner (must RSVP)        following Shiur 
   Dinner Speakers:  TBA 
 Benching:               11:10 pm 
 Shiur: Rabbi Shlomo Gemara      11:15 pm 
    Rabbi Dr. Seth Grauer        12:15 am 
    R. Yair HaLevi          1:15 am 

The learning will continue with a program being led by Rabbi Yair 
HaLevi followed by davening when the sun comes up. 

Shavuot 1 - Sunday May 20 
 Shacharit:                9:00 am 
   Dvar Torah: David Koschitzky  
 Youth Shavuot Learning Program at Pakes: 5-7pm 
 Rabbi Jay Kelman Shiur          7:20 pm 
   Mitzvoth Hateloyot Ba’Aretz 
 Mincha:                 8:20 pm 
   Shiur:  Rabbi Dr. Seth Grauer 
 Maariv:                 9:15 pm 
 Candle Lighting After:         9:23 pm 

Shavuot 2 - Monday May 21: 
 Shacharit:                9:00 am 
   Dvar Torah: R. Wayne Allen 
 Yitzkor:                10:30 am 
  Shiur after Kiddush: R. Wayne Allen 
 Rabbi Jay Kelman Shiur          7:20 pm 
  Where are the Bikkurim 
 Mincha:                 8:25 pm  
  Shiur: Yair Gemara 
 Maariv:                 9:20 pm 
 Yom Tov Ends:              9:27 pm
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Baruch Dayan HaEmet 

It is with great sadness, we wish to inform you of the passing of Bernie 
Zaifman z’l, brother of Doreen Sosnovitch. The funeral took place on 
Monday May 14th, in London Ontario. Doreen will be sitting Shiva in 
Toronto until Friday afternoon at 7 Gladiola Court. Davening times in 
Toronto are: Shacharit on Friday at 7:15 AM; Mincha on Thursday at 8:30 
PM; Mincha Friday at 3 PM. May the family know no further sorrow. 

Mazel Tov 

Mazel Tov to Coby and Ayala Dorfman on the birth of a son Gavriel 
Ahron. Mazel Tov to first time grandparents Jeffrey and Pauline Dorfman 
and Dov and Laya Perlysky. As well as to great grandparents Joe and 
Evelyn Mandel,  Bernice Dorfman, and Rozi and Morty Davidowitz.  

‘O’ Book Club 

The next selection of the O book club is “Radium Girls” by Kate 
Moore.  
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Kiddush Toranut 

May 19: Shour & Shumacher 

May 20 (Shavout 1) - Weiss & Sone 

May 21 (Shav. 2) - Niederhoffer & Robicsek 

May 26: Stutz & Samuel 

Full Toranut list can be viewed on the website for 
logged in members only: 

https://www.orchaim.com/toranut 

Or Chaim Minyan: 
159 Almore Avenue  

Toronto, Ontario M3H 2H9 

President      Alan Simon 
Gabbai         Monte Tator 
Kiddush Coordinator  Anita Bromberg 
Toranut Coordinator   Rhona Grodzinski 
Education/Shiurim:   Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator: Daniel Grodzinski 
Communication DirectorJonathan Samson 
Kids Program:     Dovid Zlochower 
Board Members:    Aharon Kagedan 
          Yisrael Dov Meyer 
          Barry Pakes 
          Jonathan Samson 
          Alan Simon 
          Lori Stochinsky 
          Sam Stochinsky 
          Dovid Zlochower 

If you have any questions, join our minyan or 
would like to book an event, please send an 

email to bulletin@orchaim.com 

Observing Yarhzeits this Week

Rhona Grodzinski - 9 Sivan - נפתלי יוסף בן צבי מנחם הלוי 
Hersch Kanner - 9 Sivan - נפתלי יוסף בן צבי מנחם הלוי 
Madelaine Greenberg - 9 Sivan - נפתלי יוסף בן צבי מנחם הלוי 

If you wish your upcoming Yarzheits to appear as well as details - please 
update your profile on https://www.orchaim.com/members/my-
account.php and click on My Yahrzeits.

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS’ 
LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #30 

Remember your destination. 
This will help you to distinguish 

between an opportunity to be 
seized and a temptation to be 

resisted. 

Kiddush 

This Shabbat Kiddush is being sponsored by Sarena and David 
Koschitzky as Hakarat hatov to the Minyan. 

Kiddush this Shabbat is also being sponsored by the Kanner 
Family in commemoration of the thirteenth Yahrzeit of נפתלי 
 late husband of Mozelle Kanner and - יוסף בן צבי מנחם הלוי ע״ה
father of Hersch Kanner, Madelaine Greenberg, Rhona 
Grodzinski and Manuel Kanner.  

Mr & Mrs Chaim and Devorah Marmer are delighted to sponsor 
first day Shavuot Kiddush in honour of the upcoming marriage 
of their son, Daniel, to Ayala Tenenbaum, daugher of Meyer 
and Leah Tenenbaum. May the Chasana be Besha Tova 
Umatzleched.
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Shavuot: A Long Weekend 
Shavuot this year falls on a Sunday. This rather unremarkable observation is of little import today 
but had we been living in Temple times, or even in the early Middle Ages, this would have spared 
us much controversy. As is relatively well known one of the most fundamental, fiercest and far-
reaching debates the rabbis faced was the dating of the holiday of Shavuot. It is this debate that 
eventaully led to the establishment of yom tov sheni shel galuyot, the extra day of Yom tov in the 
Diaspora. 

Unique amongst all holidays there is no calendaric date associated with Shavuot. Rather it is to be 
celebrated on the fiftieth date from “the morrow of the Shabbat” that follows Passover. The rabbis 
interpreted this “shabbat” to refer not to Shabbat but to Yom Tov so that Shavout is celebrated fifty 
days after Pesach regardless of the day of the week. Their protagonists, the Sadducees later 
followed by the Karaites understood Shabbat to mean what it says. Shabbat means Shabbat and 
Shavuot is meant to always fall on a Sunday.  

I think it is fair to say that most unbiased observers would have to agree with the Tzedukim. If the 
Torah says Shabbat it probably means Shabbat. The Torah knows very well how to refer to a Yom 
Tov and it did not. Furthermore Shavuot is to be celebrated not only fifty days after the morrow of 
the Shabbat but after “seven weeks” following this Shabbat. Is there anyone who does not know a 
Jewish week begins on Sunday? As if to stress this point the Torah tells us that these weeks must be 
temmimot, seven whole and complete weeks. A complete week can be none other than Sunday to 
Shabbat. While there may be seven days from Wednesday to Tuesday it hardly qualifies as a 
complete week. Two halves are not quite the same as a whole.  

Looking at Shavuot in its Biblical context just strengthens the view of the Sadducees. Unlike Pesach 
and Sukkot Shavuot is a purely agricultural festival on which the farmer acknowledges G-d’s 
blessing. Being in the middle of the farming season this is not the time or place for a weeklong 
holiday as we have by Pesach and Sukkot. As it is solely an agricultural holiday with no historical 
event to commemorate, the exact date of Shavuot mattered little. Having it fall on a Sunday every 
year made much sense. Asking a farmer to take even one extra day off work was not an easy 
request. It is much easier to have Shabbat and Shavuot back to back than have a day off in the 
middle of the week. Lest one think that such conveniences should play no role in establishing the 
calendar one of the factors the rabbis took into account upon deciding whether to declare a leap 
year is how cold it might be for the kohen gadol as he performs the special service on Yom Kippur. 
  
So if the Sadducees are so right why are they so wrong? Why were the Rabbis so insistent that 
Shabbat means Pesach? Or put slightly differently if the Torah meant that the count towards 
Shavuot begins on the day after Pesach why did the Torah not say so? While the Sages of the 
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DVAR TORAH 
Thought of the Week by Rabbi Jay Kelman
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Talmud sought to undermine the arguments of the Sadducees using Biblical verses, such 
arguments may have been suggested to battle them on their own turf[1]. Leaving these micro 
arguments aside there is I believe a much more profound answer that speaks to the essence of 
Torah itself. 

While in the Biblical text itself Shavout is an agricultural festival only, Jews around the world 
associate Shavuot with the giving of the Torah. The Torah may refer to Chag Hakatzeer[2] but we all 
know it as zman matan torateinu. What makes it Torateinu, our Torah is the Oral law. That too was 
given at Sinai. Christians accept the written bible but they practice a different religion.  

Our Torah is primarily an Oral one - one that is dynamic, even flexible (to a limit), forging 
relationships between teacher and student and constantly mined for new insights. The written 
word is fixed but the Torah sheba’al peh is flowing with new insights and interpretations. It is the 
Oral Torah that is the cornerstone of learning. The written Torah reflects G-d’s word yet the “Torah is 
not in heaven” and man using the Divine principles given at Sinai must apply them to an ever 
changing world. While the written word reflects a Divine truth it is the oral interpretation that 
reflects a living reality[3]. And the two are not always the same - pshat and derash can conflict, with 
each reflecting a different element of truth. The Torah may write “an eye for an eye” but in practice 
one who pokes the eye of another must make monetary restitution only, something our sense of 
justice could not allow to be written in the Torah. 

Shavuot celebrates zman matan torateinu, the time we were given “our Torah”. Having the actual 
day of the holiday determined by the Oral law, in seeming (or possibly actual) contradiction to the 
written is the essence of what receiving the Torah is all about. The Divine lawgiver as The Master 
poet, often used words which have multiple meanings and messages. Shavuot celebrates our 
Torah, the one applied in the real world. It may emanate from Sinai but it endures through our 
efforts.  

Chag Samach! 

[1] It is not uncommon that in dealing with questions of “outsiders”, both Jew and non, the Rabbis would give one 
answer that while possibly satisfactory to them left their students inquiring as to the “real” answer. Whether that is the 
case here I cannot say. 
[2] As I argue here the Torah deliberately does not associate Shavuot with the giving of the Torah and it becoming the 
focus of the day is a later day development. Nonetheless all agree the Torah was given at about this time and as the 
holiday developed new emphasis even new meaning could and should be applied to the day. Such may not be explicit 
in the text but the whole thrust of this devar torah is that the written text is of secondary importance 
[3] It is importnat to note that the Oral Law has (at least) two distinct aspects. One in which G-d actually told Moshe 
what certain words mean and one where it is up to man to use Divine principles to interpret the text. It is here where 
disputes are possible, even inherent to the halachic process. 
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