
Mazel Tov 

Mazal Tov to Mimi and Byron Shore on the birth of a grandson to 
their children Nati and Tova Shore of Queens. Mazal Tov to all the 
great grandparents and all of the many Aunts and Uncles and 
extended family. May the boy be brought Libris Bizmano and be a 
source of Nachas to his family and all K'lal Yisrael. 

Scholar in Residence 

Torah in Motion and the Minyan are pleased to welcome Dr. Aaron 
Koller and Shira Hecht-Koller. We look forward to learning with 
them. They will speak as follow 

Parsha shiur 7:45am Dr. Aaron Koller On the role of the שעיר 
 Rambam vs. Ramban, and the Modern Significance :לעזאזל

Post-kiddush shiur: Dr. Aaron Koller: Bar Kokhba: Rebel, Messiah, 
Failure, Hero 

Pre-מנחה shiur 6:45pm: Shira Hecht-Koller Thresholds and 
Threshing Floors: Elisha ben Abuya and the Book of Ruth 

(Rabbi Keman will give his shiur at 6:00 pm on:  The Lives and 
Times of Rav Meir 
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Shabbat Schedule 

Friday Evening:    
 Mincha:         7:00 pm 
 Candle Lighting     7:57 pm 
Shabbat Day: 
 Dr. Aaron Koller Shiur:  7:45 pm 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+:  9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:  9:45 am 
 Bnei Akiva  SNIF      5:00 pm 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:     6:00 pm 
 Shira Hecht-Koller Shiur:   6:45 pm 
 Mincha:          7:45 pm 
 Maariv:         8:55 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      9:02 pm 

Weekday Schedule 

Shiurim 
Tues & Wed: 5:45 am - R. Eisenstock 
Monday & Thursday: 5:45 am - R. Engel 

Shacharit 
Sunday: 7:45 am 
Monday-Friday: 6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday-Thursday: 8:10 pm 

Dvar Torah 
Hahn Family 

Shiur 
Dr. Aaron Koller - Bar Kokhba: Rebel, 
Messiah, Failure, Hero 
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Kiddush 

Ellie and Ezra Hahn invite the minyan to kiddush to celebrate the 
birth of their daughter, Mia Sarah. Mazal Tov to Mia's parents Ellie 
and Ezra Hahn, her sister and brother, Eden and Noam Hahn, her 
grandparents Neil and Clarissa Hahn and Ben and Dvora Corn, 
who we are so happy to have visiting from Israel, her great 
grandmothers Jeanette Massouda and Malka Hahn, and all her 
aunts , unc les , cous ins and whole fami ly. May she 
grow  l'Torah  l'chupah, ul'ma'asim tovim  and  to emulate the 
amazing women after whom she is named.
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Seudah Shlesheet: Dr Aaron and Shira: 21st Century Jewish 
Education: A Report from the Field 

Dr. Aaron Koller teaches Near Eastern and Jewish Studies at Yeshiva 
University. His most recent book is Esther in Ancient Jewish Thought 
(Cambridge University Press, 2014), and his next book, tentatively 
titled Unbinding Isaac, is on the ‘aḳedah in religious philosophy. He 
also coordinates adult and collegiate programs at the Drisha 
Institute. Aaron has served as a visiting professor at the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, and held research fellowships at the Albright 
Institute for Archaeological Research and the Hartman Institute.  

Shira Hecht-Koller is the Director of Communal Engagement at 
Drisha. For the ten years prior, she taught Talmud, Jewish Identity 
and Comparative Law, most recently at SAR High School. She is a 
founding member of the Orthodox Leadership Project and was a 
Paradigm Fellow at the Paideia Institute of Jewish Studies in 
Stockholm. She is currently a Fellow in the Senior Educators Cohort 
of M² The Institute for Experiential Jewish Education and a cohort 
member of Sefaria’s Educational Partnership Initiative. Prior to 
embarking on a career in Jewish Education, she was an associate in 
the Intellectual Property department at Debevoise & Plimpton, LLP.    

Shira and Aaron’s visit is sponsored by Ariella and Jules Samson 
in honour of Eliana Samson’s Bat Mitzvah.  

‘O’ Book Club 

The next meeting of the O book club will take place on Shabbat May 
5, 2018, 6:00 pm in the evening at the home of Reena Greenwald, 15 
York Downs Dr. to discuss the book “Educated” by Tara Westover. 
The next selection will be announced at this time.  
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Kiddush Toranut 

April 28: Lidsky & Pakes 

May 5: Meyer & Sturm 

May 12: Schwartz & Hahn 

May 19: Shour & Shumacher 

Full Toranut list can be viewed on the website for 
logged in members only: 

https://www.orchaim.com/toranut 

Or Chaim Minyan: 
159 Almore Avenue  

Toronto, Ontario M3H 2H9 

President      Alan Simon 
Gabbai         Monte Tator 
Kiddush Coordinator  Anita Bromberg 
Toranut Coordinator   Rhona Grodzinski 
Education/Shiurim:   Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator: Daniel Grodzinski 
Communication DirectorJonathan Samson 
Kids Program:     Dovid Zlochower 
Board Members:    Aharon Kagedan 
          Yisrael Dov Meyer 
          Barry Pakes 
          Jonathan Samson 
          Alan Simon 
          Lori Stochinsky 
          Sam Stochinsky 
          Dovid Zlochower 

If you have any questions, join our minyan 
or would like to book an event, please send 

an email to bulletin@orchaim.com 

Observing Yarhzeits this Week

15 Iyar - Allan Gold - Father -  אהרון ליפע בן נתנאל  
16 Iyar - Joseph Edell - Mother - פייגה ל'בא בת משה 
17 Iyar - Joseph Zeifman - Mother - Sara Bleema bat Ephraim Fishel 

If you wish your upcoming Yarzheits to appear as well as details - please 
update your profile on https://www.orchaim.com/members/my-
account.php and click on My Yahrzeits.

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS’ 
LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #27 

Clear rules and proper 
discipline help to establish, 
maintain and expand order 
for more fulfilled children, 

families, and society. Love is 
not enough. Relationships 

need rules. 
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Kedoshim: Egyptian Business 

Why were we taken out of Egypt?  

Concepts such as freedom, justice, equality, and the recognition of Divine Providence are the 
themes of the exodus, ideas that the Jewish people are mandated to live by and demonstrate to 
the world around us. Parshat Acharei Mot (18:3) teaches that a sexual ethic based on holiness was 
one of the ways to differentiate Jewish and Egyptian society. In fact, Rashi identifies the opening 
call of our parsha, Kedoshim tehiyu, as relating to sexual morality. 

While I do not doubt that the above is true, the Torah’s most direct reason for our removal from 
Egypt appears at the end of chapter 19. There, the Torah tells us to love strangers, because we 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. We are then told, “Do not falsify measurements, whether in 
length weight or volume. You must have an honest balance, honest weights, and honest dry 
measure and an honest liquid measure. I am the Lord who took you out of Egypt” (19:35-36).  
Rashi, with three simple but profound words, spells out the clear implication of the Torah’s words: 
al m’nat ken, for this purpose. The reason G-d took us out of Egypt was to enable us to have honest 
balances, honest weights, honest dry measures and honest liquid measures. Matzah, the seder, and 
getting rid of chametz are not the key ways to commemorate the exodus. After all, they last only 
seven (or eight) days, and are apparently of secondary importance. Rather, we celebrate the 
exodus in a much more significant manner; we rid ourselves and our homes of unfair and shady 
business practices. Thus, the first of the Ten Commandments—“I am the Lord your G-d, who took 
you from the Land of Egypt”—means, first and foremost, that as free people we are not to 
economically oppress others. 

The exodus from Egypt is the defining moment of Jewish history, in many ways even more so than 
Divine Revelation at Sinai. We are commanded to remember it each and every day (and night), and 
it forms the basis of so many of our mitzvoth, from Shabbat and the holidays to Shema, tefillin and 
mezuzah. Unfortunately, in commemorating the exodus, it is often the ritual side of Judaism on 
which we tend to focus. Somehow, modern man and many a Jew view money and economics as 
separate from the religious experience. Working, making a living; surely these are not also religious 
duties, we tell ourselves. These mundane aspects of life can even be antithetical to religion, G-
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DVAR TORAH 
Thought of the Week by Rabbi Jay Kelman
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dliness and spiritual growth; a necessary component of life, but completely divorced from religious 
observance. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Judaism sees work as religiously meaningful and Divinely mandated. Perhaps no less important 
than “resting” on the seventh day is the imperative “six days you shall work”. Not only does the 
Torah have over 120 mitzvoth dealing with the economic sphere, it is specifically in this area that 
we have the most opportunities to create a Kiddush Hashem, as we interact with people from all 
walks of life. The way we talk to our co-workers or competitors, the way we advertise, how we hire 
and fire, how much we charge, our compliance with government regulations, when we pay our 
bills, are all potential ways to grow closer to G-d as we put Judaism into practice where it really 
counts. It is the ultimate remembrance of the exodus. 

The enslavement in Egypt began with unfair taxes, hard labour and backbreaking work; practices 
that Jewish law forbids. The clarion call of the Torah to a life of holiness demands that our monetary 
practices be the manifestation of freedom, justice, equality and above all, honesty. After all, it is for 
this reason that we were taken out of Egypt.  

Shabbat Shalom! 
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