
Mazel Tov 

Mazal Tov to Marsha and Michael Lax on the engagement of their 
daughter Rebecca to Rami Laifer of Teaneck New Jersey! Mazal Tov 
to Rebecca's siblings Jonathan and Ethan and to Amanda and 
Akiva Blumenthal. Mazal Tov to the Laifer- Barenholtz Family! 

Meal Train - Maresky 

If you would like to organize a meal for Margalit and Hilly Maresky, 
please go to www.TakeThemAMeal.com/QKCO9191] 

Accessible Washroom Campaign Update 

Construction has begun and we are hoping to have it completed 
by Pesach.  The accessible washroom will double as an extra 
women’s washroom as well as a baby’s changing room. To date we 
have raised over $30,000. Thank you to all who have donated so 
far. If you have not contributed yet please click on the link below or 
contact me directly. Our goal is to achieve 100% participation from 
our members. https://www.orchaim.com/form/accessiblebathroom 
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Shabbat Schedule 

Friday Evening:    
 Mincha:         5:50 pm 
 Candle Lighting     5:50 pm 
Shabbat Day: 
 Ezer Diena Shiur:     7:45 pm 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+:  9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:  9:45 am 
 R. Jay Kelman Shiur:     4:50 pm 
 Mincha:          5:40 pm 
 Bnei Akiva            6:00 pm 
 Maariv:         6:47 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:54 pm 

Weekday Schedule 

Shiurim 
Tues & Wed: 5:45 am - R. Eisenstock 
Monday & Thursday: 5:45 am - R. Engel 
New: Fridays (until Pesach) - 5:45am - R. 
Engel on Hagadda (until Pesach) 

Shacharit 
Sunday: 7:45 am 
Monday-Friday: 6:20 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday: 6:00 pm 
Monday-Thursday: 9:30 pm 

Dvar Torah 
Y. Dov Meyer 

Shiur 
Adam Friedmann 
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Kiddush 

Kiddush is sponsorod by Moshe and Mariann Gruda in memory 
of the yarhtzeit of they beloved Son David Mordechai Meyer z"l 
and also Moshes Father Baruch ben Avraham z"l May they 
Neshama have an Aliya. 
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Sponsoring Kiddush? Having a Simcha? Toranut Duty? 

Just a reminder that all bookings for Or Chaim Minyan (Kiddush, 
Simcha, etc) must be made ONLY through the Or Chaim website 
(www.orchaim.com) and confirmed with the Kiddush Coordinator 
(kiddush@orchaim.com). 

If you are on Toranut duty, your family is required to attend on your 
designated day for Kiddush. A monthly list of who is on duty is 
provided in the bulletin. If you cannot attend, it is up to you to 
arrange another date with another member of the congregation. 
Volunteers are asked to be at shul by 9:30am to set up. 
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Kiddush Toranut 

March 3: Magder & Maresky 

March 10: No Toranut 

March 17: Meyer & Sturm 

March 24: Rosenstein & Rotenberg 

Full Toranut list can be viewed on the website for 
logged in members only: 

https://www.orchaim.com/toranut 

Or Chaim Minyan: 
159 Almore Avenue  

Toronto, Ontario M3H 2H9 

President      Alan Simon 
Gabbai         Monte Tator 
Kiddush Coordinator  Anita Bromberg 
Toranut Coordinator   Rhona Grodzinski 
Education/Shiurim:   Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator: Daniel Grodzinski 
Bulletin Editor:     Jonathan Samson 
Kids Program:     Dovid Zlochower 
Board Members:    Aharon Kagedan 
          Yisrael Dov Meyer 
          Barry Pakes 
          Alan Simon 
          Lori Stochinsky 
          Sam Stochinsky 
          Dovid Zlochower 

If you have any questions, join our minyan 
or would like to book an event, please send 

an email to bulletin@orchaim.com 

Mishaberach for Cholim 

Please email bulletin@orchaim.com or go to https://
www.orchaim.com/form/cholim to submit online.

Observing Yarhzeits this Week

Dorfman -  10 Adar - Zalman Shalom ben Moshe 
Hollander - 10 Adar - שלום מלחן 
Sosnovitch - 11 Adar - Pinchas ben Zudik 
Mandel - 13 Adar 
Koschitzky/Massouda - 16 Adar  

If you wish your upcoming Yarzheits to appear as well as details - please 
update your profile on https://www.orchaim.com/members/my-
account.php and click on My Yahrzeits.

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS’ 
LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #21 

We should never feel anger. 
But there are times when we 

should show it. 
People sometimes need that 
shock to help them change 

their lives. 
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Ki Tisa: The Oral Word 

“G-d said to Moses, ‘write these words for yourself, since it is through these words (ki al pi 
hadevarim) that I have made a covenant with you and Israel’" (34:27). 

After 80 days, Moshe had succeeded in convincing G-d not to destroy the Jewish people despite 
their violation of the second of the aseret hadibrot. The Jewish people would be given a second 
chance. Yet forgiveness is not enough. For our special relationship with G-d to continue, the 
covenant would have to be re-established, and the Torah given anew. This time, it was to be Moshe, 
not G-d, who would hew the tablets and write the words of the Torah, re-establishing the 
covenantal relationship. 

Yet surprisingly and in seeming contradiction to the plain meaning of the text, our Sages (Gittin 
60b) interpreted the above verse as teaching the primacy of the Oral Law in Judaism. Our sages 
note that the biblical word ki, which is most often translated as "because", actually has (at least) four 
meanings: if, when, despite and because. Thus, our sages interpret ki to mean that Moshe was to 
write the Torah despite the fact that "al pi hadevarim"; that the essence of Torah is al peh, oral, 
consisting mainly of diburim, the spoken word. Our covenant with G-d is dependent on the Oral 
Law. The written text without the Oral Law bears little, if any, resemblance to Judaism. While the 
Bible continues as the world’s best-selling book, Judaism continues to be observed by very few. 
Strange though it may sound, the Bible as a stand-alone work is not a Jewish book. Only in 
conjunction with the Oral Law is the Bible transformed into the Torah. The prohibition of teaching 
Torah to idolaters applies only to the Oral Law; teaching the written law alone is not considered to 
be teaching Torah. 

No tradition can survive on the written word alone. The written word is static, unable to respond to 
new realities; the Oral Law is dynamic, responsive to the needs of society, allowing for continued 
relevance, growth and interpretation. The written word tells us what to do, but only the Oral Law 
can tell us how to do it. It is the combination of the two that reflects the Divine will. When the 
ideological basis of Judaism was attacked in the 19th century, its detractors claimed that the 
Rabbis had made up much of the Oral Law on their own, to conform the Torah to their own needs 
at that time. To these “bible scholars”, it seemed implausible that the Talmudic discussion, with its 
give and take and its multiple disagreements and interpretations, emanated from the Divine. After 
all, how could such a variety of approaches have originated in a single Divine source?  Yet it is 
precisely these multiple voices, voices that cannot adequately be reproduced in a written text, that 
are the basis of our tradition. 

Page �3 Visit us at www.orchaim.com

DVAR TORAH 
Thought of the Week by Rabbi Jay Kelman

http://www.orchaim.com


Perhaps most important, the Oral Law forces one to find a live mentor to guide, teach and serve as 
a role model, something that it is not possible to gain through scholarship alone. Although the 
plethora of translated, transliterated, and annotated books greatly increases the numbers of 
people learning Torah, we must be cognizant of the weakening of the Rebbe-Talmid (teacher-
student) relationship caused by such ease of access to “book knowledge”. Judaism can only be 
fully transmitted by learning from people, not just their books. 

It is noteworthy that it is in the aftermath of the sin of the golden calf that the Torah teaches the 
importance of the Oral Law. The Oral Law leaves no physical trace; spiritual ideas are its legacy. As 
Moshe Rabbeinu reached the summit of Sinai and spoke "face to face" (33:11) with G-d, his 
physical existence became more and more distant to the Jewish people. Finally, after 40 days, their 
need for a tangible representation of G-d led to the construction of the golden calf. The Jewish 
people could not relate to the teachings of Moshe when he was absent from their midst. While the 
written word outlives its authors, the oral transmission must be taught anew by the leaders of each 
generation. Moshe's absence was a prelude to his eventual passing from the scene, a time when 
new teachers would emerge to lead the Jewish people. 

The chet haegel began with the desire of the Jewish people to maintain their physical, permanent 
link to Moshe. Torah and Moshe were synonymous. That Torah could be and would be expounded 
upon anew in each generation was incomprehensible to the Jewish people. Yet the Torah given to 
and by Moshe at Sinai must give way to new teachers who will expound on Moshe's legacy, each in 
their own unique way. The Jewish people would need to learn that Torah goes beyond the tangible 
written word, that it is based "al pi"—on the spoken word that must be heard in the language of 
each generation. 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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