
Baruch Dayan HaEmet 

We are very sad to announce the passing of Mrs. Agi Sturm (בלימה 
ז״ל הכהן  הערש  צבי  בת   ) the mother of Shimon Sturm, Heshy Sturm 
and Karen Meyer. The funeral took place last Sunday, January 21st.  
Shiva is being held at Mrs. Sturm’s עה home at 29 Timberlane Drive.  
Friday Shacharit is at 7:30am, Mincha at 3:00pm. Shiva will conclude 
on Friday afternoon after Mincha. (No visits between 12pm and 
3pm). May the family be comforted and know no further sorrow.  

Mazal Tov 

Mazal Tov to Chaim & Devorah Marmer on the engagement of their 
son Yoni to Reena, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mendy & Sarah 
Schneeweiss.  Mazal Tov to all the honoured grandparents: Mrs. 
Bessie Marmer, Mr. & Mrs. David & Marilyn Goldkorn, Mr. & Mrs. Sora 
and Leon Schneeweiss and Mrs. Devorah Litenasky.  May 
the Chassunah take place B'shaah Tovah Umutzlachas and may they 
be Zocheh to build a Bayis Ne'eman B’yisrael. 

Shabbat Scholar in Residence 

Torah in Motion and the Minyan have the pleasure of welcoming Dr. 
Eric Lawee for Shabbat.  Dr. Lawee will give the devar Torah before 
kriat hatorah in addition to Shiur after Kiddush: The Human Factor in 
Prophecy: Isaac Abarbanel and His Critics.  Seudah Shlessheet: How 
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Shabbat Schedule 

Friday Evening:    
 Mincha:         5:00 pm 
 Candle Lighting     5:02 pm 

Shabbat Day: 
 R. Mazer Shiur:      7:45 pm 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+:  9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:  9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:50 pm 
 Bnei Akiva            5:10 pm 
 Maariv:         6:00 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      6:07 pm 

   
Weekday Schedule 

Shiurim 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5:45 am - R. Eisenstock 
Monday & Thursday: 5:45 am - R. Engel 

Shacharit 
Sunday: 7:45 am 
Monday-Friday: 6:30 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday: 5:10 pm 
Monday-Thursday: 9:30 pm 

Dvar Torah 
Dr. Eric Lawee 

Shiur 
Dr. Eric Lawee - The Human Factor in 
Prophecy: Isaac Abarbanel and His Critics  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Kiddush 

To mark the conclusion of shloshim for Murray Hoffman / 
Mordechai ben Yosef Shimon Hacohen occurring on Shabbat, 
Lloyd, Ray and family are sponsoring kiddush and hope the 
minyan will join them in making a l'chaim l'aliyat nishmato.  

Kiddush is being sponsored by Welman family in memory of the 
12th yahrtzeit of Menachem Mendel ben Avraham Yaakov on Tu 
Beshevat.

http://www.orchaim.com


the Printing Press Revolutionized the Study of Tanach Dr. Lawee’s visit 
is sponsored by Sharon and Marty Goldberg in honour of the 
yahrzeit of Sharon's father, Haskell Zabitsky, Yechezkel ben 
Yerachmiel, obm.  

Prof. Eric Lawee teaches in the department of Tanakh at Bar Ilan 
University. He is currently serving as Shoshana Shier Distinguished 
Visiting Professor at University of Toronto. His main areas of interest 
are medieval and early modern Judaism, with a focus on biblical 
scholarship and intellectual history. He is currently completing a 
book titled Canon and Commentary:  Rashi’s Resisting Readers.  

OC Youth Minyan - looking for a few good guys and girls! 

Every Shabbat (starting at 9:00 am), kids aged 8-18 have the 
opportunity to make a meaningful contribution to the youth minyan. 
Roles include: laining, ba'alei tefillah, divrei torah, prayers for the 
State of Israel and more. Attendance gets you entry into a great prize 
drawing. Contribiting to the minyan gets you another entry! This 
month's prize--movie passes for four--will be drawn on Shabbat 
Mevarchim, February 10. 

Not ready for the minyan? Join Talyah Ben Meir from 9:00-9:45 for 
Tefillah and Parsha Talk. Tots program (ages 6-8) follows from 
9:45-10:30. 

This week: Tubishvat Potato Chip Bar Kiddush following minyan! See 
all details in the attached flyer. 
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Kiddush Toranut 

January 27: Judelman & Kagedan 

February 3: Kanner &  Katzman 

February 10: Katz & Kelman 

February 17: Koschitzky S&D & Lax 

Full Toranut list can be viewed on the website for 
logged in members only: 

https://www.orchaim.com/toranut 

Or Chaim Minyan: 
159 Almore Avenue  

Toronto, Ontario M3H 2H9 

President      Alan Simon 
Gabbai         Monte Tator 
Kiddush Coordinator  Anita Bromberg 
Toranut Coordinator   Rhona Grodzinski 
Education/Shiurim:   Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator: Daniel Grodzinski 
Bulletin Editor:     Jonathan Samson 
Kids Program:     Dovid Zlochower 
Board Members:    Aharon Kagedan 
          Yisrael Dov Meyer 
          Barry Pakes 
          Alan Simon 
          Lori Stochinsky 
          Sam Stochinsky 
          Dovid Zlochower 

If you have any questions, join our minyan 
or would like to book an event, please send 

an email to bulletin@orchaim.com 

Mishaberach for Cholim 

This is a new section coming to the bulletin. Please email 
bulletin@orchaim.com or go to https://www.orchaim.com/form/

cholim to submit online.

Yarhzeits this Week 

Goldberg (Zabitsky) - 11 Shevat - Yechezkel ben Yerachmiel 
Welman - 15 Shevat - Menachem Mendel ben Avraham Yaakov 
Boxer - 16 Shevat  

If you wish your upcoming Yarzheits to appear as well as details - please 
update your profile on https://www.orchaim.com/members/my-
account.php and click on My Yahrzeits.

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS’ 
LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #16 

There are no fast tracks. 
Lasting achievement takes 

time. You can never get there 
by the shortest road. The 

harder it gets, the stronger 
you become. 
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Beshalach: Good Intentions 

Whether we are preparing for an exam, a simcha, a job interview, or retirement, our success is 
directly proportional to our preparatory efforts. Immigrants who arrive in a new country without 
adequate preparation for what lies ahead face enormous difficulties and challenges beyond those 
that are a standard part of any migration. The numbers of olim who moved to Israel in the euphoria 
surrounding the return of Jerusalem to Jewish control, yet eventually returned to their western 
countries of origin, attest to this law of nature. Emotional identification is no match for practical 
realities. 

Our ancestors who departed from Egypt were caught in a similar bind. When Moshe arrived, 
bringing G-d’s message of redemption, “the people believed; they accepted the message” (4:31). 
Throughout the unfolding events of the Exodus, they dutifully followed Moshe’s instructions. 
Despite the dangers involved, they slaughtered the Egyptian god and put its blood on their 
doorposts. And displaying tremendous faith in the unknown, they followed Moshe into the desert. 
“I remember the kindness of your youth …you followed Me in the wilderness in an unsown 
land” (Jeremiah 2:2). Faith like this coupled with such desire to carry out G-d’s mission was too 
difficult for most to achieve. Thus, our Sages teach us that only one in five had the necessary 
fortitude to embark on the journey from Egypt to Israel via Sinai. The other 80% perished in Egypt. 

The nation that left Egypt was truly a great one, full of faith and a sense of mission. Yet, equipped 
with the best of intentions, they soon came face to face with the cruel reality of life in the desert. On 
no less than four occasions the Jewish people are recorded venting their anger, fear, and 
frustration regarding conditions in the desert. The pursuing Egyptian army, the food supply, the 
drinking water: at each and every turn, there was another complaint. Whereas a scant few days 
earlier they had hurried out of Egypt, now they were yelling, “Weren’t there enough graves in 
Egypt? Why did you have to bring us here to die in the desert?” (14:11). The nation glad to eat 
simple matzah was replaced by a people crying, “there, at least, we could sit by pots of meat (sic) 
and eat our fill of bread! But you had to bring us out to this desert, to kill the entire nation by 
starvation!” (16:3). 

While we might have hoped for better, it is difficult to fault the Jewish people. How would you react 
if you had been enslaved your entire life and were suddenly freed, only to find yourself in a desert 
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DVAR TORAH 
Thought of the Week by Rabbi Jay Kelman
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with little food and water?  The Jews had yet to receive the Torah; they had yet to experience 
Divine revelation. 

This conflict between good intentions and mundane reality is borne out by an analysis of a 
Midrashic dispute describing the events leading up to kriat yam suf.  Rav Meir claims that each 
tribe was vying for the right to be the first to jump into the sea to demonstrate their faith in G-d. 
While they were arguing, the tribe of Binyamin quickly jumped in and led the way. Rav Yehuda, 
however, has a diametrically opposing view: that the Jews gathered around the sea, each saying, “I 
will not go first”, hoping someone else would lead the way. The sea only split when Nachshon ben 
Aminadav jumped in. With an insightful analysis, one of the commentaries explains that in reality 
there is no difference of opinion. Miles away from the sea, many vied for the opportunity to be the 
first in the water. However, when the time came to actually jump, the big talkers were nowhere to 
be found. Thus, Nachshon was forced to jump in to save the nation.  

The nascent nation was simply not up to the challenge of converting their good intentions into 
action. While we can perhaps forgive the band of slaves in the Sinai, it is harder to understand this 
failure in ourselves.  We have had the opportunity to learn the lesson of Jewish history; but how 
often do we find excuses not to act on our good intentions, missing opportunity after opportunity 
to sanctify the name of G-d? Why are we so much quicker to complain than to fix? When a mitzvah 
opportunity arises—be it for Talmud Torah, giving tzedakah, visiting the sick, calling a friend in Israel, 
or greeting a neighbour—we must take advantage of it. We must strive to shake off our own slave 
mentality as we march forward. If we can do so successfully, our many dreams just might turn into 
reality.  

Shabbat Shalom! 
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