
Baruch Dayan HaEmet 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Elliot Richmond, brother of 
Ellen Richmond Isakow, brother-in-law of Izzy Isakow and son of 
Archie and the late Gloria Richmond. The funeral took place last 
Sunday. Shiva will be observed at 218 Old Forest Hill Road.  
Davening at the Village Shul - Shacharit: 7:00 am 
Shiva concludes Friday morning January 12. 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Bracha Zalowicz (Bracha 
bas Moshe and Shprintza), mother of Bluma Feintuch. The funeral 
took place this past Tuesday.  
Shiva: 51 Luverne Ave. South side of Wilson off Champlain Blvd. 
There will be no davening at the house. 
Visiting Hours are: 9am - 12pm  
                              1pm - 5:30pm 
                              7pm - 9pm 
No visits please during lunch (12-1pm) and Dinner (5:30 - 7pm). 
Shiva concludes Monday morning January 16th. 
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Shabbat Schedule 

Friday Evening:    
 Mincha:         4:45 pm 
 Candle Lighting     4:45 pm 

Shabbat Day: 
 Ezer Diena Shiur:     7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+:  Cancelled 
 Kids Program - Under  6 yrs: 9:15 am 
       6-9 yrs old:  9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:35 pm 
 Bnei Akiva            4:55 pm 
 Maariv:         5:42 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:49 pm 

   
Weekday Schedule 

Shiurim 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5:45 am - R. Eisenstock 
Monday & Thursday: 5:45 am - R. Engel 

Shacharit 
Sunday: 7:45 am 
Monday-Friday: 6:30 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday: 4:55 pm 
Monday-Thursday: 9:30 pm 

Dvar Torah 
Rabbi S. Grauer 

Shiur 
Rabbi E. Mazer
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Simon Bar Mitzvah 

Mazal Tov to Evan Simon on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah. Mazal 
Tov to his parents, Chana Rubin and Alan Simon, his 
grandmothers Helene Rubin and Toby Rice, and his siblings, Sarah 
and Sammy. Welcome to all their family and guests that have 
joined us from far and near. The Simon family invites the entire 
minyan for Kiddush after davening in honour of Evan's Bar 
Mitzvah.

http://www.orchaim.com
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Kiddush Toranut 

January 13: No Toranut 

January 20: Hollander & Isakow 

January 27: Judelman & Kagedan 

February 3: Kanner &  Katzman 
Full Toranut list can be viewed on the website for 
logged in members only: 

https://www.orchaim.com/toranut 

Or Chaim Minyan: 
159 Almore Avenue  

Toronto, Ontario M3H 2H9 

President      Alan Simon 
Gabbai         Monte Tator 
Kiddush Coordinator  Anita Bromberg 
Toranut Coordinator   Rhona Grodzinski 
Education/Shiurim:   Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator: Daniel Grodzinski 
Bulletin Editor:     Jonathan Samson 
Kids Program:     Dovid Zlochower 
Board Members:    Aharon Kagedan 
          Yisrael Dov Meyer 
          Barry Pakes 
          Alan Simon 
          Lori Stochinsky 
          Sam Stochinsky 
          Dovid Zlochower 

If you have any questions, join our minyan 
or would like to book an event, please send 

an email to bulletin@orchaim.com 

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS’ 
LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #13 

When you learn to listen to views different from your 
own, realising that they are not threatening but 

enlarging, then you have discovered the life-changing 
idea of argument for the sake of heaven. 

mailto:bulletin@orchaim.com
http://www.orchaim.com
mailto:bulletin@orchaim.com


VaEra: 137 and Counting: 

One hundred and thirty seven is not a number that would appear to have much significance, at 
least not from a Jewish perspective. Yet the Torah found it necessary to record that Levi lived to that 
age (6:16). A mere four verses later we are told that Amram, Moshe's father, also lived to the age of 
137. 

As Moshe and Aaron are about to set in motion the redemption of the Jewish people, the Torah 
“digresses” and records the descendants of Yaakov. However, as the purpose is to trace the 
ancestry of Moshe, the Torah records only the children and grandchildren of Reuven, Shimon and 
Levi. And of these descendants, only the lifespans of Levi, Kehat and Amram are recorded. 
Rashi, in explaining the very first word of the Torah (Breisheet, in the beginning), notes that reisheet 
refers not only to physical creation but also to the spiritual creation of Torah; Torah being the 
purpose of creation; “If not for My covenant, the laws of heaven and earth I would not have 
established” (Yirmiyahu 33:25). 

It thus stands to reason that the Torah would list the names and dates of those who form the link 
from creation to Sinai (see Rashbam 6:16). Knowing the age of Amram, Kehat and Levi, of Yaakov, 
Yitzchak and Avraham, and for that matter, of Shem, Noach and Adam helps form a chronological 
link in our history. Knowing how long—let’s say, Gad—lived is of no great historical significance. 

Yet even if we accept such an approach, it seems like a striking coincidence that both Amram and 
Levi lived to be exactly 137. Moreover, the Torah had previously told us about another individual 
who lived to be 137. “And these are years of Yishmael's life, one hundred years and thirty years and 
seven years; and vayigvah vayeasaf el amav, he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his 
people” (Breisheet 25:17). Surely Yishmael is not part of the link from Abraham to Moshe. 

Apparently, the Torah wants to connect Yishmael with Levi and Amram. Our Sages claim that 
Yishmael repented at the end of his days (Rashi Breisheet 25:9)—an idea bolstered by the use of the 
superfluous word “years” after each unit of his age, similar to Sarah's “one hundred years, twenty 
years and seven years”. And the terminology used in describing his death, “vayigvah vayeasaf el 
amav”, is similar to the language used both by Yitzchak (34:29) and Yaakov (49:33). 
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DVAR TORAH 
Thought of the Week by Rabbi Jay Kelman

http://www.orchaim.com


Strange as it may sound, Yishmael played an important role in the covenantal family. Having to deal 
with a wayward son helped Sarah and Abraham develop into better parents, and underscored the 
special care needed to ensure that Yitzchak would follow in the footsteps of his parents. 
Furthermore, one may even argue that Yitzchak himself developed as a better person due to 
spending time with his brother. Their eventual reconciliation served as a model for Yaakov and 
Eisav and for Yosef and his brothers. While indirect, Yishmael is linked to the destiny of the Jewish 
people. 

Yet, from the historical perspective, Yishmael's teshuva was too little, too late. His family line would 
not form part of the Jewish nation, instead causing much grief to the descendants of Yitzchak. 
While Yishmael was the eldest, he would not be the inheritor of his father's legacy.   

Levi was to be the beneficiary of a similar—if less pronounced—fate. The Torah, in detailing the 
lineage of Moshe, makes a point of emphasizing that Reuven was Yaakov's firstborn, something 
that seems to add nothing to our previous knowledge. The Torah, however, is relating much more 
than biological information. As the eldest, it was Reuven and his descendants who should have 
been the leaders and redeemers of the Jewish people. Yet Reuven was not up to the task, and that 
privilege was transferred to Levi. Like Yitzchak before him, Levi was the one destined to be the key 
link to Sinai. 

Yishmael and Levi may have both lived to be 137. But while one frittered away much of his life, the 
other imbued every day with meaning. Yet not all can reach the level of a Levi, dedicating one's life 
fully to spiritual pursuits. Many are like Amram, who was not able to see beyond the persecution of 
the present, refusing to bring children into such a world. But Amram was open to persuasion, to 
changing his myopic view. His tremendous act of faith, despite his strong reservations, was enough 
to make him worthy to be the father of Moshe.  

Shabbat Shalom! 

[1] It is interesting to note that as Levi was criticized by his father for his actions, there are voices 
within our tradition that criticize Moshe for his killing the Egyptian. See the studies of Nehama 
Leibowitz z"l (Shemot, 4), where she quotes Midrashim that ascribe Moshe's not being allowed to 
enter the land of Israel to his killing the Egyptian. 
[2] I owe this insight to Leon Kass and his masterful book Genesis: The Beginning of Wisdom. 
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