
Baruch Dayan HaEmet 

We regret to inform you of the passing of Elliot Richmond, brother of 
Ellen Richmond Isakow,  brother-in-law of Izzy Isakow and son of 
Archie and the late Gloria Richmond. The funeral will take place on 
Sunday January 7 at 10:00 a.m. at Benjamin’s Funeral Home. Shiva 
will be held at 218 Old Forest Hill Road. Details to follow. 

May the family know no further sorrow. 
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Shabbat Schedule 

Friday Evening:    
 Mincha:         4:35 pm 
 Candle Lighting     4:37 pm 

Shabbat Day: 
 Ezer Diena Shiur:     7:45 am 
 Shacharit:         8:30 am 
 Youth Minyan - 9years+:  9:00 am 
 Kids Program - Under  years: 9:15 am 
       6-9 years old: 9:45 am 
 Mincha:          4:25 pm 
 Bnei Akiva            Cancelled 
 Maariv:         5:34 pm 
 Shabbat Ends:      5:41 pm 

   
Weekday Schedule 

Shiurim 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5:45 am - R. Eisenstock 
Monday & Thursday: 5:45 am - R. Engel 

Shacharit 
Sunday: 7:45 am 
Monday-Friday: 6:30 am 

Mincha/Maariv 
Sunday: 4:45 pm 
Monday-Thursday: 9:30 pm 

Dvar Torah 
Steve Wesfield 

Shiur 
Talyah Ben Meir
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Kiddush 

Kiddush is being sponsored by Ray Rubin & Lloyd Hoffman and 
Chana Rubin & Alan Simon and their families, to commemorate 
the third Yahrzeit of Joseph Rubin, Yosef ben Ezriel Eichel ע״ה, 
husband of Helene Rubin and father of Ray, Chana and Debbie 
Rubin. May his neshama have an aliyah and may his family be 
blessed with good health and עריכת ימים. 

Karen, David and Beca Bookman are co-sponsoring the kiddish 
this Shabbat for the observance of Karen father, Howard (Chaim 
ben Alter Avraham) Libman z”l, fourth yahrzeit. May his neshama 
have an Aliyah. 

This weeks kiddush is being given by Judy and Eli Magder on the 
occasion of the yahrzeit of Judy’s mother Henche Bat david Zev 
May the neshama have an Aliyah 

http://www.orchaim.com
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Kiddush Toranut 

January 6: Gold & Greenwald 

January 13: Hahn & Herman 

January 20: Hollander & Isakow 

January 27: Judelman & Kagedan 
Full Toranut list can be viewed on the website for 
logged in members only: 

https://www.orchaim.com/toranut 

Or Chaim Minyan: 
159 Almore Avenue  

Toronto, Ontario M3H 2H9 

President      Alan Simon 
Gabbai         Monte Tator 
Kiddush Coordinator  Anita Bromberg 
Toranut Coordinator   Rhona Grodzinski 
Education/Shiurim:   Jeffrey Dorfman 
Leining Coordinator: Daniel Grodzinski 
Bulletin Editor:     Jonathan Samson 
Kids Program:     Dovid Zlochower 
Board Members:    Aharon Kagedan 
          Yisrael Dov Meyer 
          Barry Pakes 
          Alan Simon 
          Lori Stochinsky 
          Sam Stochinsky 
          Dovid Zlochower 

If you have any questions, join our minyan 
or would like to book an event, please send 

an email to bulletin@orchaim.com 

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS’ 
LIFE-CHANGING IDEA #13 

When you learn to listen to views different from your 
own, realising that they are not threatening but 

enlarging, then you have discovered the life-changing 
idea of argument for the sake of heaven. 

http://www.orchaim.com
mailto:bulletin@orchaim.com
mailto:bulletin@orchaim.com


Shemot: The Names are the Same 

 "And these are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt". The above verse serves as the 
opening to the second book of the Torah, setting the background to Jewish life in Egypt. One 
would also be correct in stating that the above verse is taken from parshat Vayigash, listing those 
who came to Egypt. In other words, the opening of verse of Shemot appears most redundant, 
adding no new information to the story of the Jewish people. 

Rather, its repetition highlights the changing environment the Jewish people would soon find 
themselves in. Sefer Breisheet goes into great details of the life, triumphs and travails of Jacob and 
his family. No detail is too insignificant in this emotional and riveting saga.  

Yet in Sefer Shemot, the children of Jacob are no more than the heads of families who, with no 
warning and in the blink of an eye, find themselves as slaves. It is the same people, but oh, how 
different was their actual arrival in Egypt from how their arrival is perceived years later! 

Invited by Pharaoh to "bring your father and your family and come to me and I will give you the 
best of the land of Egypt" (Breisheet 45:18), they are long forgotten by a "new King who knew not 
Yosef" (Shemot 1:8). They are no longer families, but a dehumanized mob who "we must deal 
wisely with", by imposing taxes, labour and ultimately, death upon them. From Yosef to Moshe we 
meet not even one single Jew. The contrast between the children of Israel of Sefer Breisheet and 
those same children years later is a most painful one. 

"A man from the house of Levi went and took the daughter of Levi" (2:1). The last we heard of Levi 
he, along with his brother Shimon, was being cursed by Jacob for his "weapons of violence" used 
to kill the people of Shechem. They arose to avenge the rape of their sister and years later, it was 
the sister of the son from the house of Levi who would save her brother, allowing the redemption 
to occur. And true to Levi's legacy, the first action the Torah ascribes to Moshe is the killing of an 
Egyptian who was beating "a Hebrew from his brothers" (2:11). As Shimon and Levi killed to 
avenge their sister, Moshe did the same to rescue his “brother". 

It is feeling the pain of his brother, pain that he--living in the Royal Palace--did not share, that set 
Moshe on the path to leadership. Yet while his killing of the Egyptian may have been justified[1], 
such a person is unfit for leadership, and Moshe had to be exiled before he could assume 
leadership. And when, years later, he witnesses the terrible sinning of his people, he leaves it 
others to inflict punishment, the tribe of Levi (not surprisingly) with the idolatry of the Golden Calf 
and Pinchas with the sexual immorality at Shitim (see Bamidbar 25:1-9). 
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DVAR TORAH 
Thought of the Week by Rabbi Jay Kelman
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During his many years in Midian, Moshe learned to channel that burning desire for justice 
represented by the tribe of Levi to the most noble of causes. And with Aaron--to whom the pursuit 
of peace was so natural--and Miriam at his side, the Jewish people were ready to be redeemed. 
But it was not only the actions of Levi that Moshe had to "refine" and redirect. It was Yosef who 
most unwittingly laid the groundwork for the enslavement of the Jewish people. And this goes 
beyond the sale of Joseph as the catalyst for the Jewish people coming to Egypt. It was Yosef as 
"Minister of Agriculture" (he wore many hats) who centralized political authority and economic 
control in the hands of Pharaoh. From there, it was a short step to the enslavement of not only the 
Jewish people, but effectively all of Egypt[2]. It would take ten plagues and then some to set the 
people free. At the moment of the Exodus, when Moshe takes the bones of Yosef with him, he is 
removing more than his body. 

The sons of Jacob who arrived in Egypt with such fanfare would leave with much the same many 
years later, ready for their march to redemption. Shabbat Shalom! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

[1] It is interesting to note that as Levi was criticized by his father for his actions, there are voices 
within our tradition that criticize Moshe for his killing the Egyptian. See the studies of Nehama 
Leibowitz z"l (Shemot, 4), where she quotes Midrashim that ascribe Moshe's not being allowed to 
enter the land of Israel to his killing the Egyptian. 
[2] I owe this insight to Leon Kass and his masterful book Genesis: The Beginning of Wisdom. 
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