
Dear Congregant, 

We have exciting news to share with you regarding the reopening of our building. 

As you probably know, the CDC recently issued updated Interim Public Health Recommendations which 

stated that for both indoor and outdoor settings, the risk of Covid 19 infection is minimal for fully 

vaccinated people. The risk of transmission from fully vaccinated people to unvaccinated people is also 

reduced. Therefore, fully vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask or physically 

distancing. 

In light of the above, our Board of Directors approved the following recommendations from the 

Reopening Task Force (RTF) to Beth El’s reopening plan: 

 
1. If someone is vaccinated*, they are now able to be fully engaged in all activities with no mask and 
without social distancing. Of course, if someone is concerned about their health status, they are still 
welcome to wear a mask. 
2. If someone is not vaccinated* (including all children under 12), they are welcome to attend all 
activities while wearing a mask.  They must be socially distanced while eating. 
3. Singing will now be permitted regardless of vaccination status. 
4. We will no longer need to limit capacity of events. Rows of chairs will be returned to the sanctuary. 
Restrooms will be fully open. 
5. We will no longer require pre-registration of events unless food is to be served.  Waivers will still be 
required. 
6. Food is currently limited to pre-packaged, pre-portioned, boxed or pre-plated food.  Buffet style food is 
still not permitted. 
7. If someone is vaccinated* they may pour a drink from a shared bottle.  If they are unvaccinated* they 
must ask someone else to pour for them. 
8. Shared ritual items such as siddurim, tallitot, kippot and tzedakah box will be returned for use. No 
special cleaning is required after use. 
 
* After careful consideration and deliberation, the RTF recommended to the Board of Directors to not 
require proof of vaccination at Beth El events.  Vaccination status will be determined using the honor 
system. 
 
Responses to our recent survey indicate that nearly every adult Beth El member is already fully 

vaccinated. Consequently, we believe that an extremely high percentage of the people who are likely to 

enter our buildings are not vaccine hesitant. 

If you are fully vaccinated your risk of serious illness, hospitalization or death from Covid is very low, 

even if you are in the same room with unvaccinated individuals. This is in accordance with guidelines 

from the CDC, and the medical professionals who serve on Beth El’s Reopening Task Force. 

We are continuing to follow current CDC guidance which recommends face coverings for non-vaccinated 

individuals.  

If people are hesitant to come to the building because of Covid, they have the option to stay home and 

watch Virtual Beth El. For the foreseeable future, we plan to use a hybrid platform for all in-person 

events. We continue to invest in Virtual Beth El in order to improve the viewer experience from home.  



We are planning a re-opening celebration event in August, but the building will be re-opening for 

Shabbat services starting this Friday night.  Please join us at 7:00 for our Volunteer Shabbat honoring all 

of Beth El’s wonderful volunteers and celebrating Karen Lewin’s 16 years as our Education Director.   

(virtual option still available). 

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon, 

Larry and Liz 

 


