
   

 

The Bi-Monthly Publication of Congregation Beth El of Bucks County 
November/December 2022                                                                              Cheshvan/Kislev/Tevet 5783 



 2 

 

     Congregation Beth El  

Look What’s Happening at Congregation Beth El 
Message from the President..……………………...………………...3  
Message from the Rabbi…..…………………….………….…..........4 
Message from the Interim Education Director…..………………….5 
Membership Directory Information ……………………………...6 - 7 
Holiday Programming Committee…………………………………...8 
Membership Committee……………………………………………...8 
Kiddush Krew………………………………………………………….9 
Spotlight on the Bar Mitzvah Student….…………………………...9 
Shabbat Happenings…………………………………………..10 - 11 
Youth Services……………………………………………………….11 
Adult Education…………………………………………………12 - 23 
Hazak…..………………...………………..………………….……...24 
Beth El Programs & Events with the Greater Jewish Community….25 
Sisterhood……………...…………………………………….….26 - 28 
Men’s Club……………………………………………………………29 
Share Shabbat Dinner…………………………………………..…..30 
Social Action……………..……………………………………..31 - 33 
Beth El Community Cares……………………………………..34 - 36 
Advertisements…………………………...………….…...…….36 - 40 
Donations………………………………………………………..41 - 42 
PTO Donations……………………………………………………….43 
Prayer book donations ……………………………………………..44 
Beth El Gift Opportunities……………………..…………..…….… 45 
Calendars……………………………………………………….46 - 47 

Our Office Staff & Professionals 
215-493-1707  
 
Rabbi: David A. Cantor, dcantor@bethelyardley.org 
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Executive Committee Members 2022-2023 
executivecommittee@bethelyardley.org 
 
President: Elizabeth Ravitch, president@bethelyardley.org 
1st Vice President: Mindy Albuck 
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Ken Kaissar                                 Michael Weinberg 
                              
 
Board of Directors Members - term ending 2024: 
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Eric Fishbein*           Jenifer Goldstein          Shelli Krevitz*            
Ian Schachter           Abby Weber* 
 
 
Past Presidents: Laurence H. Schachter   Leon Weissman   Mark Fried    
 
Hazak Co-Presidents: Charlotte Denenberg & Michelle Flash 
hazak@bethelyardley.org 
 
Men’s Club President: Scott Kravitz 
mensclub@bethelyardley.org 
 
Sisterhood Co-Presidents: Rachael Oring & Phyllis Schachter 
sisterhood@bethelyardley.org 
 
Galilee Proceeds Management Board (GPMB): 
Phil Freidenreich     Randy Flager       Michael Koretsky 
Michael Rettig          Derek Cohen 
  
President Appointee:  
Cara Davis   Karen Lewin 
 
 

*denotes new board member 
GPMB Members up for re-election this year. 

The Shofar - Congregation Beth El’s Newsletter Issues 
July/August, September/October, November/ December, 

January/February, March/April, May/June 
 

Deadlines for the Shofar are on the 16th of the month prior to the 
new edition coming out; except if it falls on  

  Shabbat or a Jewish holiday. 

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30am - 4:30pm 

Fridays: 8:30am - 2:00pm 

 

 

                                      

 
Check out our website 

      www.bethelyardley.org 
 

Find out more about our  
programming, events,  

and classes  
and RSVP online.  

 
 

Schedule of Services 

 

 
Monday - Friday 
Morning Minyan  

7:00am  
(in person only) 

 
Sunday - Thursday 

Evening Minyan  
7:30pm (virtual only) 

 
Sundays & Secular Holidays 

Morning Minyan 8:00am   
(in person only) 

Reset the mi she’beirahk list  
(list of our loved ones in need of healing) 

 
January 1     April 1     October  1    July 1 

 
The list will be cleared and compiled anew to reflect more recent changes. Email  
barbara@bethelyardley.org or call  215-493-1707 x4, prior to the reset date. If the 

date falls on a Shabbat, please send it prior to Shabbat. 
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Message from the President 

Elizabeth Ravitch 
President 
president@bethelyardley.org 

I’ve come to realize that synagogues generally have two different trends after the 
high holidays.  Some have a sort of cooling off period…a lull in programming due to 
the fear that people will not want to spend more time at the synagogue after being 
there so much on the holidays.  Others have a push for extra programming, running 
on the high feeling of community experienced during the holidays and the renewed 
commitment many members feel.  Thinking that Beth El followed the second trend, I 
decided to look at our calendar.  What I figured out is that we actually do not adhere 
to either trend.  With the exception of July and August, Beth El has an extremely full 

calendar all year long (however, there is still programming in the summer, too)!  Between FJLC,  
Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Hazak and all of our vibrant and active committees (e.g. Adult Education,  
Social Action, Membership and the newly formed Holiday Programming Committee) barely a day goes 
by without at least one program.  If you include morning and evening minyans, there are at least three 
events on the calendar most days of the week.   
 
Some of these events are meetings, some are classes and some are religious services.  They are all social 
events, even if that is not the planned purpose. Before a meeting starts, people are chatting and catching 
up whether the meeting is virtual or in-person.  There is a l’chaim and breakfast after morning minyan 
and a Kiddush after Shabbat services.  Even the newly founded Food Bank has a social component to 
it… all of the food dropped off to the synagogue needs to be sorted and delivered.  I always look forward 
to catching up with other members before and/or after (and sometimes during) the various Beth El Events 
I attend. 
 
One event you will not want to miss is Installation on the weekend of November 11-13.  That is when we 
will have the opportunity to celebrate Rabbi Cantor and his family joining our community.  If you have 
not already done so, please contact the office immediately if you plan to join us for any or all of the 
weekend.  We will start with Friday Night Services and an extended Oneg afterwards.  The actual  
installation will take place during Shabbat morning services and then we will all be able to enjoy lunch 
together.  Saturday night, we will have an Israeli themed party, complete with Israeli food and music.  On 
Sunday, our Hebrew school children will close out the weekend with their own special programming. 
 
As if that wasn’t exciting enough, did you know that this year is also Beth El’s 70th anniversary?  We 
will commemorate this milestone in the Spring with a Scholar or Artist in Residence Weekend along 
with the distribution of our new Membership Directory.  Information about the weekend is pending, but  
information about the directory has already been sent out.  Please note that the directory is “opt in” 
meaning that you MUST complete the form in order to be included.  It is not necessary for you to include 
a photo but you should feel welcome to do so (I didn’t include one last time and I wish I had).   
 
These are just two of the major events happening at Beth El this year.  Please check out our calendar 

www.bethelyardley.org and check out our schedule for classes, programs, services and meetings.  You 

can reach out to me or to any of the committee leaders if you have any questions or want to help plan any 
of our events.  I look forward to seeing you all in 5783!! 

https://www.bethelyardley.org/calendar
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Message from the Rabbi 

                                           The Gift of Presence 
 

When we arrived at the hospital for the birth of our youngest child, Kedma was in 
a dress and pearls and I in a suit and tie (we were the best-dressed expectant  
parents the hospital had ever seen). Earlier that day we had attended a funeral, and 
had checked in with the doctor on the way home, who redirected us to labor and 
delivery. 
 

I don’t recall whom the funeral was for, only that it must have been a member of one of the other local 
synagogues, and we were there as members of the larger community. In Bangor, the local custom was to 
attend every Jewish funeral, whether one knew the deceased or the mourners or not: when there was a 
funeral, everyone showed up to provide comfort and support. 
 
In Long Beach it was B’nai Mitzvah celebrations. The central conceit of celebrating Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
status the way we do is that the child is eager to join the larger community and participate as a full  
member, by doing all those things that – until recently – the child was unable to do: leading services, 
taking an aliyah, reading from the Torah or Haftarah, giving a Devar Torah. For the conceit to be  
meaningful – celebrating the child’s joy in joining the community – it helps if the community shows up 
to be joined. So if there was a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, everyone would turn out in support of the child (and, 
also, if we are being absolutely transparent, to enjoy the communal meal). 
 
As human beings we sometimes harbor unhelpful fears. For example, people who are afraid of causing 
pain by calling a recently widowed friend on what would have been their anniversary (because they 
don’t want to make their friend cry), cause more pain than they intended to avoid (the friend owns a  
calendar, knows the date of their anniversary, and is left wondering why not a single one of their friends 
could have been bothered to call). 
 
I’ve heard the explanation that, not knowing the family, one shouldn’t burden the family by showing up 
as a stranger to a funeral. I would like to offer an alternative argument: the whole point of giving a  
eulogy is for the benefit of those who never knew the deceased. I’ve yet to encounter someone who was 
upset by strangers showing up to a funeral, and strangers showed up to every funeral: there were two 
members of the Long Beach community who showed up to every funeral I ever conducted there,  
specifically so that they could participate in the mitzvah of niḥum aveilim, the comforting of mourners. 
Often, they stayed after the funeral was over to continue filling in the grave. 
 
I am informed that it might not be the community custom to turn out for B’nai Mitzvah celebrations and 
funerals, but I would like to make the gentle suggestion that there is a reason that these events are  
advertised to the community by special email notifications: your presence will always be experienced as 

a gift. 

Rabbi David Cantor  
(562) 810-6718  
dcantor@bethelyardley.org  
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Interim Education Director 

Kedma Cantor 
Interim Education Director, FJLC 
kcantor@bethelyardley.org 

Calling Bubbes and Zeides!  
 

We need storytellers  
(or readers) on Sundays at Hebrew school. 

Come read, or tell us about your Jewish experiences  
as a kid.  What was your favorite topic, holiday, or food?  

Contact Kedma for more info. 
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Membership Directory & AD Information 

Dear Congregation Beth El Members, 
 
We are beyond excited to welcome our new Rabbi David Cantor, his wife Kedma, and  
their wonderful family to Congregation Beth El!  
 
We are also extremely excited to announce that, in honor of Rabbi Cantor’s arrival as well as 
the upcoming 70th anniversary of Congregation Beth El, we are creating a special Membership  
Directory Ad Book as a fundraising activity. Many of us still use the Membership Directory 
from five years ago in honor of our 65th celebration. We feel this is the perfect  
opportunity to update and create a new directory as well as to serve as a worthy fundraising  
activity! 
 
What do you need to know? Two things… First, be sure to click the “Membership Directory  
Contact Information” link on the Beth El website so that your information is included. Second, 
please consider purchasing an ad with a personal message for Rabbi Cantor and his family to be 
included in the updated Membership Directory. There are several levels of giving and all funds 
raised will support Congregation Beth El’s fundraising needs.  
 
There are many reasons to purchase an ad in this updated membership directory:  
• ALL Beth El families will receive this Ad Book/Directory! 
• The directory will be used over and over by all members for the next five years! 
• Fill our Ad Book/Directory with warm words to welcome Rabbi Cantor to Beth El! 
• This Ad Book is the ONLY major fundraising activity for the year 2022-23! 
 
Ad Book prices are below and may be ordered by sending the attached form back to the Beth El 
office with payment, or on-line with a credit card at www.bethelyardley.org.  
 
$5,000: Full Page outside back cover (sold) 
$3,000: Full Page inside front cover (sold) 
$2,500: Full Page inside back cover (sold) 
$1,000: Full Page Ad, placed throughout directory 
   $500: Half Page Ad, placed throughout directory  
   $250: ¼ Page Ad, placed throughout directory  
   $100: Personal Listing (15-20 words) 
      $36: Add your name to a “shout out” list of well-wishers for Rabbi Cantor 
 
Don’t miss out on the chance to have your message included in the new 2023 Beth El  
Membership Directory Ad Book!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Congregation Beth El Ad Book/Directory Committee: 
Penny Bardfeld, Lee Kirsh, Amy Kaissar, Jocelyne Balcher, Rachael Oring, Tom Moore,  
and Barbara Schwartz 
 

 

http://www.bethelyardley.org
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Membership Directory & AD Information 
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We want you...to get involved! 

Holiday Programming Committee 
 

The Beth El Holiday Programming Committee is gearing up to plan events and  
celebrations throughout the year.  Next on our calendar is Hanukkah. 
 
We want to have holiday gatherings that will bring all parts of our Beth El community together.   
Consider being a part of our committee.  We’d love to have congregants of all ages - newer members, as 
well as more seasoned ones. 
 
If you’d like to find out more about us or if you have any ideas to share, please email us at 
holidayprogramming@bethelyardley.org.      
 
Sandie Hirsch 
Shelli Krevitz 
Co-Chairs Holiday Programming Committee 
 

           What’s a shul without members?  
Our mission as the Congregation Beth El Membership Committee is to increase member engagement by 
creating an environment that fosters connections, valuable participation, and purposeful involvement for 
the enrichment of our members and their families. 
 
WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME!  
One of the ways that we have been able to do that is by welcoming thirteen new families to our  
community.  We hand delivered a bag that included a fresh challah, challah cover, and other Beth El  
branded items to their homes. This often involved an impromptu, but meaningful conversation.  If you would 
like to help with this, please reach out to membership@bethelyardley.org – we are always looking for 
schmoozers and drivers! 
   
CONNECT, CONNECT, CONNECT! 
We are also excited about the kick-off of our Board Liaison Program which launched prior to the High  
Holidays.  A liaison is an ambassador to our members on behalf of the synagogue.  Our synagogue has many 
complexities, initiatives and events that may not be clear to our members. We are trying to fix that! The 
Board Liaison Program assigns each Beth El member or family to a member of the Board of Directors who 
offer a welcome greeting, synagogue information and invitation to an upcoming event. Your liaison will be 
reaching out to you by calling, texting, or emailing. We are hoping that through this program, we will be able 
to build stronger connections and ensure good communication between the synagogue operations and our 
members.   
 
We unite and connect. 

We are  so much  more than just a synagogue, we are a community.  

Save the Date 
Hanukkah program  

at Beth El 
 

Wednesday  
December 21 

mailto:holidayprogramming@bethelyardley.org
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Spotlight on Beth El’s Bar Mitzvah Student & Kiddush Krew 

Matthew is a 7th-grader at The Pennington School in New Jersey. He is a Middle 
School Student Leader and focuses on achieving good grades and building  
relationships. Outside school, Matthew has enjoyed Briarwood Day Camp for many 
years. He also enjoys sports and plays baseball, tennis, basketball, and flag  
football on Pennsbury community teams. His close group of friends is constantly 
playing in sports outside and competing in fantasy football leagues.  
 
Matthew's Bar Mitzvah project is leading a clothing drive at his school to benefit 
Homefront Charity in New Jersey. He is working with the school administration to 
coordinate the event before the weather causes more suffering for disadvantaged 
people.  
 
Matthew has learned much about Judaism, Hebrew, and the Jewish world around 
us in his years at FJLC. He thanks his teachers, Rabbi Cantor, his parents and 
brother, and grandparents for supporting him along the way to Jewish adulthood. 
He especially thanks Phyllis Schachter for her awesome teaching leading up to this 
special day. He is happy his family, friends, and the Beth El community can  
celebrate this simcha with him.  

Matthew Pearlberg: Saturday, November 5, 2022 

The Kiddush Krew is a group of volunteers that help to prepare, set up and clean up Congregation Beth El’s monthly luncheons that follow  
Shabbat Services.  
 
Below is a list of names who are on the Kiddush Krew email distribution list. If you would like to receive Kiddush Krew emails, contact, Barbara 
Schwartz, barbara@bethelyardley.org or call the office, 215-493-1707 x4. 
 
In picture above (Sukkot luncheon, October 14, 2022).* 

*Shelli Krevitz 
*Ruth Laks 
 Meredith Landau 
*Lois & Brian Levey 
 Debbie Lubin 
Janet Marinoff  
*Rachael Oring 
 Evelyn Godin-Ostro & Marc Ostro  
 Elizabeth Ravitch 
*Michelle Schachter 
*Phyllis Schachter 
 Susan & Harve Strouse 
 Debbie Sokol 
 Debbie Wachspress 
 Kathi Wachtenheim  
*Cara & Leon Weissman 
*Margie Wellerstein 
 Lauren Young  

Mindy Albuck 
Wendy, Jordyn & Lexi Algazi 
Diane Axelrod 
*Carol Benderson-Lighter 
Milt Berger 
RoseMary Berger 
Stephanie & Whitney Bunin 
Gail Burnett 
Elaine Cantor 
Cara Davis 
Merry Madway-Eisenstadt 
Melissa Friedman 
Helene Geiger 
Grace Jacob  
*Amy Julin 
Amy Kaissar  
Stacy & Lee Kirsh  
Susan Knopfmacher 
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Shabbat Happenings 
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Shabbat Happenings for Youth  
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

Adult Learning – November/December 2022 

 
Join us for a variety of programs this fall. Whether it’s in person or virtual, evenings, weekends or weekdays, come join your friends for 
some interesting, fun, participatory and informative classes. 

 

                                     Weekend Learning 
 

Torah Study: Saturday Mornings, 9:00AM to 9:30AM 
Join Rabbi Cantor every Shabbat morning to discuss the week’s Parsha. 
 
Judaism for Grown-Ups: Sunday Mornings, 9:15AM to 10:15AM 
Facilitator: Rabbi Cantor 
Weekly Through December 18 
Whether you’re newish-Jewish, an old Yeshiva Bucher, or anywhere in-between, this series will refresh your knowledge. 
 
 

                                                                         Weekday Learning 
 
Rethinking Jewish Women’s History: Part I – Ancient Near East to Mid - 19th Century 
Wednesday Mornings, 10:00AM to 10:55AM, November 2 - December 21 
Facilitator: Harriet Freidenreich  
A NEW look at Jewish women’s history in historical perspective, focusing on the impact of social, economic, cultural and religious changes 
on Jewish women’s lives in different regions over the years. 
 
Rabbinic Stories: Wednesday Mornings, 11:00AM to 12:00PM 
Weekly Through December 21 
The Rabbis of the Talmud were master storytellers, and the stories they told helped to shape our understanding of being Jewish. Join  
Rabbi Cantor for a weekly exploration of some of his favorite rabbinic tales. 
 
Learn to Read Hebrew: Wednesdays 7:00PM– 7:30PM, November 2 to December 21, 2022 
Learn to read Hebrew with Rabbi Cantor. Textbook: Teach Yourself to Read Hebrew 
RSVP requested visit www.bethelyardley.org; click on Learn to Read Hebrew graphic. 

 

       Beth El Book Club 
            Our next two meetings will be IN PERSON on Sunday mornings at Beth El. 

 

Join us for the opening Beth El Book Club session on Sunday, November 6 at 10:30AM at Beth El for a discussion of Who by Fire: 
Leonard Cohen in the Sinai by Matti Friedman. 
Discussion Leaders: Rony and Shalom Cohen 
 
About the Book 
The book tells the little-known story of Leonard Cohen’s concert tour to the front lines of the Yom Kippur War, including never-before-seen 
selections from an unfinished manuscript by Cohen and rare photographs. 
 
In October 1973, the poet and singer Leonard Cohen—thirty-nine years old, famous, unhappy, and at a creative dead end—traveled from 
his home on the Greek island of Hydra to the chaos and bloodshed of the Sinai desert when Egypt attacked Israel on the Jewish High  
Holiday of Yom Kippur. Moving around the front with a guitar and a group of local musicians, Cohen met hundreds of young soldiers, men 
and women at the worst moment of their lives. Those who survived never forgot the experience. And the war transformed Cohen. He had 
announced that he was abandoning his music career, but he instead returned to Hydra and to his family, had a second child, and released 
one of the best albums of his career. In Who by Fire, journalist Matti Friedman gives us a riveting account of those weeks in the Sinai, 
drawing on Cohen’s previously unpublished writing and original reporting to create a kaleidoscopic depiction of a harrowing, formative  
moment for both a young country at war and a singer at a crossroads. 
 

Save the dates for these hands on 
projects with Kedma Cantor 

 
Colors of Torah 11/20 

Jewish Paper Cutting 12/18 
 

(see pages 22 & 23 for more information) 
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

Adult Learning – November/December 2022 
(continued) 

 

 
Join your fellow book-lovers on Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 10:30AM at Beth El, for a discussion of  
The Matchmaker’s Gift by Lynda Cohen Loigman 
Discussion Leader: TBD 
 
About the Book 
Even as a child in 1910, Sara Glikman knows her gift: she is a maker of matches and a seeker of soulmates. But among the 
pushcart-crowded streets of New York’s Lower East Side, Sara’s vocation is dominated by devout older men—men who see a 
talented female matchmaker as a dangerous threat to their traditions and livelihood. After making matches in secret for more 
than a decade, Sara must fight to take her rightful place among her peers, and to demand the recognition she deserves. 
 
Two generations later, Sara’s granddaughter, Abby, is a successful Manhattan divorce attorney, representing the city’s  
wealthiest clients. When her beloved Grandma Sara dies, Abby inherits her collection of handwritten journals recording the 
details of Sara’s matches. But among the faded volumes, Abby finds more questions than answers. Why did Abby’s  
grandmother leave this library to her and what did she hope Abby would discover within its pages? Why does the work Abby 
once found so compelling suddenly feel inconsequential and flawed? Is Abby willing to sacrifice the career she’s worked so 
hard for in order to keep her grandmother’s mysterious promise to a stranger? And is there really such a thing as love at first 
sight? 

 

Special Programs 
 

Dying With Dignity: A Jewish View of Hospice: Wednesday, November 2 (Virtual) 8:00PM to 9:00PM 
What is the Jewish view of end-of-life care? How can the hospice approach meet the medical, social and spiritual needs of Jewish  
families facing chronic and advanced illness? 
 
Join Beth El in welcoming our speakers: 
Rabbi David Cantor (Congregation Beth El) 
Rabbi Dr. Ranae Lee Toben (Hospice Chaplain, Humanitas Health Services) 
Allen Naygauzen, MD, MS (Medical Director and Co-Founder, Humanitas Health Services) 

 
NOTE: This program is on a separate link from Virtual Beth El. Visit bethelyardley.org; click on the Dying with Dignity graphic for the Zoom link. 

 

Film Club with Bucks County Kehillah, Wednesday, November 15 at 8:00PM 
Attention Movie Lovers! The Bucks County Kehillah film club is returning in November! 
Watch the film "If You See My Mother" any time from Saturday night, November 12, through Tuesday, November 15. Then join the virtual  
discussion on November 15, at 8:00PM! 

 
Click to register: https://bit.ly/3CFaVZp or visit www.bethelyardley.org; click on graphic Beth El programs & events with the Greater Jewish Community 
Link and instructions will be in the confirmation email. 
 
About the Film: Thirty-year old Max (Félix Moati, THE FRENCH DISPATCH, SIMON AND THEODORE) is a single ophthalmologist and a real mama’s 
boy. Until she suddenly dies. Max should be devastated, yet he seems to be coping well. Too well. He actually still sees his mother, talks to her. She is not 
gone, still here, still close to her beloved baby boy. Max knows she is dead, yet he holds on to this impossible reality. Until he meets Ohiana, a shrink who 
he slowly falls in love with. Mom is not going to like it. 
 

Colors of the Torah: Sunday, November 20, 1:30PM to 2:30PM at Beth El 
Facilitator: Kedma Cantor 
No RSVP required 

 

Paper Cutting: Sunday, December 18, 1:30PM to 3:00PM at Beth El 
Facilitator: Kedma Cantor 
RSVP required; $15 material fee 
 

We need your help!  
If you have ideas for programs; are good 
at social media; have art, photography or 
writing skills; or like to plan events… then 

we’d like to hear from you! All volunteers 
warmly welcomed. Please contact 

adulted@bethelyardley.org. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Onvkijk9-iAm7UmyV3ZlyY8kl2-P3frKlh7CW6xTTAxgPVxd7ncmHNc5S8Cd2qezZMS3IExh7y4PSzmQndr3ukhWgOwjCvNbD3mJQPekdsl-WD_kZUlfwU9owNdNMEHsdLUQbL2_WUw=&c=u2qQhjjuIdzoriq5TLxJINITAe8wMdlu74ncfy1g7qXj5s-16mJtLQ==&ch=N-7Cv0SQJW5gPgsSjmBuR_xy
mailto:adulted@bethelyardley.org
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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 The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

Featured Program of the Month 
Judaism for Grownups:  

What Happens in the Oneg Room, Stays in the Oneg Room 
 

Every Sunday at 9:15AM when school is in session, we break out the Keurig, set out some snacks, and join Rabbi Cantor in the 
Oneg Room for “Judaism for Grownups.” Think of it as a PG-13 version of Hebrew School – and unlike any Hebrew School you 
ever attended in your youth. 
 
No lectures here. No mandatory Hebrew. No mandatory anything. No RSVP. Just answers to the questions that have been 
nagging you about Judaism. What does it mean to be a Jew? Who’s Jewish, and who’s not? What’s “The Talmud”? At its core, 
how is Judaism different from Christianity? These are just a few of the questions we covered in the first session of “Judaism for 
Grownups”. The setting is informal. The format is interactive. The pace is fast and the discussion is fascinating.  

 
Sound interesting? Please join us on Sundays, when school is in session, from 9:15AM - 10:15AM in the Oneg Room to see for 
yourself. It’s a drop-in class, which means that it doesn’t matter if you’ve missed previous sessions.  
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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 The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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 The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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 Did you miss a program? No worries.  
 

We have them recorded for you. Visit www.bethelyardley;  
click on the  “Archives” tab or click on the “Learn” tab for the  

Adult Education Archives. Anything underlined is a link to a video. Enjoy!  
 
 

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

Watch the film "If You See My Mother"  
Saturday night, November 12, through Tuesday, November 15, 

and join our virtual discussion 
on November 15, at 8PM! 

 
Register: https://bit.ly/3CFaVZp or visit www.bethelyardley.org;  

click on graphic Beth El programs & events with the Greater Jewish Community. 
Link and instructions will be in the confirmation email. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Onvkijk9-iAm7UmyV3ZlyY8kl2-P3frKlh7CW6xTTAxgPVxd7ncmHNc5S8Cd2qezZMS3IExh7y4PSzmQndr3ukhWgOwjCvNbD3mJQPekdsl-WD_kZUlfwU9owNdNMEHsdLUQbL2_WUw=&c=fT5vNx6F2w2-ORSmAFaXuRGytbxfodSUk2AqBEGKTA3pxGlJjkFvkA==&ch=veMyiwADp9_h9AqXn7SKaKQO
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

375 Stony Hill Road • Yardley, PA 19067 
215-493-1707 • www.BethElYardley.org  
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375 Stony Hill Road • Yardley, PA 19067 
215-493-1707 • www.BethElYardley.org  

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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Hazak 

375 Stony Hill Road • Yardley, PA 19067 
215-493-1707 • www.BethElYardley.org  
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Beth El Programs & Events with The Greater Jewish Community 

Visit www.bethelyardley.org to order tickets. 
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Sisterhood  
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Sisterhood  

You may use Venmo to pay for scrip: @Sisterhood-BethEl or www.venmo.com/u/Sisterhood-BethEl  

http://www.venmo.com/u/Sisterhood-BethEl


 28 

 

Sisterhood  
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Men’s Club 
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Share Shabbat Dinner  
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Social Action Committee 
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Social Action Committee 
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Social Action Committee 
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Beth El Community Cares 
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Beth El Community Cares 

Our Community Sends their Deepest Condolences to... 

Mazel Tov to... 

To make a donation visit www.bethelyardley.org or fill out and mail the form at the back of the newsletter. 

• Hannah Greenberg is one of 60 Jewish women to have published an essay on Talmudic heroines in 
the just published Feeding Women of the Talmud, Feeding Ourselves. This vegetarian cookbook is 
the co-creation of 129 Jewish women from around the world. Sixty rabbis, rabbinical students, 
Jewish teachers, and emerging thought leaders contributed to the Talmudic narratives, and sixty 
female professional chefs contributed to the recipes paired with the essays. The addition of this  
female-focused point of view to these women’s Talmudic stories—which were recorded and edited 
by men—is a bright and encouraging testament to a modern generation of women engaging in  
Jewish learning. 

 
• Gail and Mark Burnett on the engagement of their daughter, Melissa Burnett to Jared Throne. 
 
• Harriet & Phil Freidenreich in honor of their grandchild Ren’s Brit Mitzvah.  
 
• Mickey Dickler in honor of the birth of her 7th great grandchild, Shahar Meir Schneck. 

 
• Deborah Rubin & Jeffrey Pearlberg in honor of their son Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah. 

 
• Janet and Norman Marinoff in honor of the birth of their grandson, Drew Edison  

Charatan, and his proud parents, Jessica Marinoff and Jim Charatan and big brother, Eli. 

 

Marissa Rubenstein & Alex Balcher 

Linda Ewall Krocker and Sheldon Krocker 

Harriet & Gil Linder 

Temma & Michael Moss 

Remi Freeman & Jace & Ari Freeman 

 
 

• Rebecca (Ken) Good, on the passing of her father, Bernard Friedman, z"l, beloved grandfather of Amanda and  
Alexander (fiancé, Marisa Mines). 
 

• Shalom (Rony) Cohen, on the passing of his father, Eliyahu Cohen, z”l. 
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Shop at AmazonSmile 
and Amazon will make a donation to: 

Congregation Beth El 
 

Simply Go to: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/ 

23-1538398 

We are looking for a few good  
In person & Virtual Minyaneers 

 
Congregation Beth El holds both morning and evening minyan 
services open to our members and friends in the community. 

We invite you to join us and become a regular volunteer. Take 
some time from your busy day or week to pray with friends and 

neighbors, and be there to support a person saying  
kaddish or in a period of mourning. 

 
  It’s a mitzvah...it’s good for you and it’s good for 

our community. 
 

Daily Morning Services: (in person only) 
Monday - Friday at 7:00am  

 8:00am on holidays 
 

Sunday at 8:00am 
 

Daily Evening Services: (virtual only) 
Monday - Thursday at 7:30pm  

Sunday at 7:30pm 
 

For more information call the synagogue office,  
215-493-1707 x4.  

 
Join us virtually, visit: www.bethelyardley.org; click on 

the Virtual Beth El icon.  

Beth El Community Cares/Advertisments  

1-800-921-PEST (7378) 
215-579-7378 

www.newtownpestcontrol.com 

of  Yardley  

Enrichment classes for older adults 
Golden Slipper Gems is a Jewish  
non-profit that offers inexpensive  

university-quality courses on a variety of 
topics including music, history, theater, 

Israel, politics.  
 
 

For more information contact: 
Greta Wrigley 

Program Director Bucks County 
Golden Slipper Gems 

(267) 984-0722 
gwrigley@goldenslipper.org 
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Advertisements 
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THANK YOU FOR THESE  DONATIONS FROM 8/26/2022 - 10/28/2022 

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller  
Adult Education Institute Fund 

 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Marian Berger 
  Milton Berger 
 
In Memory of: 
Eliyahu Cohen, father of Shalom Cohen 
  Helene & Alexander Geiger 
  Carol Benderson - Lighter & Stuart Lighter 
 
David Fishman, father of Seth Fishman 
  Stuart Lehman 

 
                     Building Fund 
 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Eloise “Polly” Kawarsky 
  Alex Soto & Jay Kawarsky 
 
In Appreciation of: 
The gracious hospitality of Michelle & Lee Schachter, Sherry & 
Randy Flager, and Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
  Thomas Moore & Steven Schimchak 
 
In Honor of: 
Happy Anniversary David & Kedma 
  Gloria & Allan Cantor 
   
In Memory of: 
Bernard Friedman, father of Rebecca Good 
  Sherry & Randy Flager 
  Alex Soto & Jay Kawarsky 
 

                Cook for a Friend Fund 

 
In Memory of: 
David Fishman 
  Susan & Harve Strouse 
  Sandie Hirsch 
 
 
 

       Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College  
             Outreach Program Fund 

              
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Joshua Reiss 
   Janet & Norman Marinoff 
 
Joel Marinoff 
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
 
   Manuel Grife, Rabbi Saul Grife’s father  
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
 
   

          Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College  
                 Outreach Program Fund 
                                            continued 
 In Memory of: 
 Bernard Friedman 
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
  Sara Pollock 
  Robin & Hal Terr 

 
In Honor of: 

The birth of Drew Edison Charatan, grandson of Janet & Norman Marinoff 
  Robyn & Eric Fishbein 
  Carol Benderson-Lighter & Stuart Lighter 
  Arlene Spevak & Alan Weisgold 
  Diane Axelrod & Robert Lindenbaum 
  Arleen & Bill Barisa 
  Debbie & Steve Lubin 
  Grace Jacob 
   Margie & Jack Wellerstein 
 

                 Fierverker Jewish Learning  
                  Community (FJLC) Fund 
 

For the Yahrzeit of: 
Clara Berger 
  Milton Berger 
 
William Weisman 
  Milton Berger 
 
In Memory of: 
Bernard Friedman 
  Michelle Flash 
  Rose & Michael Koretsky 
  Robin & Jordan Lieberman   
  Rachael & Richard Oring 
  Carol Benderson-Lighter & Stuart Lighter 
  Tina Leifer-Rettig & Michael Rettig 
  Michelle & Lee Schachter 
  Susan & Harve Strouse 
  Arleen & Bill  Barisa 
  Gloria & Ed Mittleman 
   Barbara Augello 
 
Stanley Smith, Randi Forman’s father 
  Eva & Harvey Samachson 
  Sharon & Steve Rubin 

 

                        Miscellaneous Fund  
   
  Miscellaneous Donation 
    Marlene & Bruce Lerner 
 
  In Appreciation and in honor of having an Ark opening for High Holidays 
     Roz Kleiman 
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THANK YOU FOR THESE DONATIONS FROM 8/26/2022 - 10/28/2022 

                     Morning Minyan Fund 
 
In Honor of: 

Having an Aliyah 
   Arthur Cohn 
 
Speedy Recovery: 
Randy Flager 
  Arthur Cohen 
   
In Honor of: 
Harriet & Phil Freidenreich’s 50th Anniversary 
  Sandra Hirsch 

  
 

Shabbat & Holiday Luncheon Fund in 
 Honor of Phil & Harriet Freidenreich  

 
In Honor of: 
Gail & Mark Burnett’s daughter, Melissa’s engagement to  
Jared Throne 
  Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
 
Harriet & Phil Freidenreich in honor of their grandchild Ren’s Brit 
Mitzvah.  
Ruth & Jack Laks 
 
In Memory of: 
Pearl Kipnees 
  Glenn Kipnees 
 
   

                  Prayer Books Fund 
 
In Memory of: 
Pearl Kipnees 
  Glenn Kipnees 
 

            
            Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In Honor of: 
Happy Birthday David 
  Gloria & Allan Cantor   
       
Zachary Bunin’s Bar Mitzvah 
   Stephanie & Ben Bunin  
 
In Appreciation of: 
Rabbi Cantor’s compassion and guidance during such a difficult 
time 
   Rebecca & Ken Good 
            
 
 
 

               Yizkor/Yahrzeit Fund 
 
Yom Kippur & Shemini Atzeret Yizkor 
  Arthur Cohn 
 
Yahrzeit of Ernestine Cohn 
  Arthur Cohn 
 
Yahrzeit of Delores Wylan 
  Arthur Cohn 
 
Yahrzeit of Robert Levin 
  Rochelle & Kenneth Krevitz 

 
Yahrzeit of David Podhaizer 
  Charles Podhaizer 
 
Yahrzeit of Elaine Jaffe 
  Linda Schwartz 
 
Yahrzeit of Sara Sohmer 
  Carol Sohmer 
 
In Memory of Solomon Heller 
  Denah Heller 
 
 

Perez Youth Scholarship Fund for  
Jewish Camps & USY Programs 

 
In Memory of: 
Barbara Fineman 
   Eva & Sid Moszer 

 
Donations may be made online.  

Visit www.bethelyardley.org  
or call the office,  215-493-1707 x4. 
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Donate or Purchase Prayerbooks 

 

The Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat and Festivals 
The Siddur Lev Shalem has all the prayers and psalms with  

commentary, spiritual reflections and historical background for  
some of the readings. 

The Mahzor Lev Shalem for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
The Mahzor Lev Shalem’s running commentary presents both a  
historical overview and insight into the meaning of prayers. Many  

readings focus on spiritual issues and tikkun olam, as well as  
reflections, stories and quotes. 

Siddur Lev Shalem/Mahzor Lev Shalem/Etz Hayim Chumash 
 
   Please print legibly: 
   Donor’s Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
   (How you want your name to appear on the bookplate) 
 
   Phone:_______________________________Email:_______________________________________ 
 
   I wish to donate (check one or all that apply): 
   _______#Siddur Lev Shalem  X  $54 (each) = ____________  circle one: Home use  or donate to Beth El   
   _______#Mahzor Lev Shalem X  $54 (each) =  ___________  circle one: Home use  or donate to Beth El 
   _______#Etz Hayim Chumash X $54 (each) = ____________ circle one: Home use  or donate to Beth El 
 

BOOK PLATE DEDICATION INFORMATION 
 

In memory of (name):________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of (name/occasion for honor):__________________________________________________________ 
 

Please use a separate piece of paper for additional book plate donations. Mail your check with this form to 
Congregation Beth El 375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, PA 19067 ATTN: Siddur/Mahzor 

The Etz Hayim Chumash 
The Etz Hayim is a joint venture with the Rabbinical Assembly, the United  

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, and the Jewish Publication Society. It features 
English translation, Hebrew text, essays on key themes by prominent Conservative 

movement rabbis and scholars, Haftarot and commentary.  
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CONGREGATION BETH EL GIFT OPPORTUNITIES 

Tree of Life: Honor a birthday, anniversary, wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or any other happy occasion with an  
engraved leaf on our tree of life for $180 or a boulder for $750. 
 
Donation Cards: Our donation cards are a wonderful way to recognize important life - cycle events, extend wishes for 
speedy recovery or show your appreciation for someone’s kindness and help fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah. There are two 
different cards to choose from a beautiful menorah card ($15) and a colorful picture of three of our Torot ($25).* Your gift 
can also be designated to one of the funds below. Contributions may be made online at www.bethelyardley.org, by  
contacting the office, 215-493-1707 x4 or mailing in the form below. Donations under $15 will no longer receive a card.* 
 
Book Dedications: There are also opportunities to have a bookplate placed on the back of the front cover of a Siddur 
(prayer book) or Mahzor (High Holiday Prayer Book) - any time someone opens the book, they will learn of your donation: 
Prayer Book, $54; High Holiday Mahzor, $54, Etz Hayim Chumash, $54. See page 36. 
 
Memorial (Yahrzeit) Plaques: Among the customs to help us with loss and bereavement is the commemoration of a loved 
one on a Yahrzeit plaque. These plaques, which are affixed to a special memorial board in our Chapel, are an expression 
of love and devotion. The plaque will be mounted on our Yahrzeit board in perpetuity, Each year you will receive a notice of 
the date of the Yahrzeit, it will be announced during our Shabbat Services, and the plaque will be lit in memory of your 
loved one for a full month. The cost is $750 for members and $900 for non-members. Contact the office to receive a form.  
 
Cemetery Plots: Beth El owns plots at King David Memorial Park in Bensalem. Call the office for further details and pricing 
information or contact Michael Weinberg at  215-801-4929.    
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -return bottom portion with payment or visit www.bethelyardley.org to make an online donation- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

CONGREGATION BETH EL DONATION FORM 

 
   Enclosed is my gift of  $_______ (Menorah Card $15, Torah Card $25+; donations under $15 will no longer receive   

   cards) 
 

___Adult Education Fund 
___Building Fund 
___Cook for a Friend Project Fund 
___Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College Outreach Program Fund 
___Fierverker Education Fund 
___Golda Meir Religious Books & Articles Fund 
___Fund for Shabbat & Holiday Luncheons  
          in honor of Phil & Harriet Freidenreich 

 

   Recipient _______________________________________ Occasion_______________________________ 

   Recipient Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

   Donor Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________ 

   Donor Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   I would like more information about: 

        Tree of Life                         Memorial Plaques             Cemetery Plots                Other Ways I Can Give  

       

 

   Mail check payable to: Congregation Beth El 375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, PA 19067 

___Morning Minyan Fund 
___Oring Family Hesed Fund 
___Perez Youth Scholarship Fund for Jewish Camps  
           & USY Programs 
___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
___The Rhoda & Morris Volk Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund 
___Lev Shalem Prayer Book Donation or ____ purchase($54 each)  
___Lev Shalem Mahzor Donation or ___ purchase ($54 each)  
___Etz Hayim Chumash Donation or  ___purchase ($54 each) 
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November 2022: Cheshvan/Kislev  5783 (Subject to change) 
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December 2022:  Kislev/Tevet 5783 (Subject to change) 
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375 Stony Hill Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 
215-493-1707 
Email: office@bethelyardley.org 

Shofar Editorial Committee 
 
Arleen Barisa, Milt Berger, Charlotte Denenberg, Alex  
Geiger, Helene Geiger, Sandie Hirsch, Sara Pollock, &  
Joe Schwartz 
 
Main Office…………….………………………..215-493-1707  
Email…………..…………………....office@bethelyardley.org 
Gift Shop…………………………………..call the Main Office 
 

Professional Staff 
 
Kedma Cantor, Interim Education Director………...….…..x3 
Barbara Schwartz, Synagogue Administrator……….…....x4 
Michele Krane, Office Assistant………..……………….….x4 
David A. Cantor, Rabbi………...…………………………...x5 
 


