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Education Director: Kedma Cantor, kcantor@bethelyardley.org 
Synagogue Administrator: Barbara Schwartz, barbara@bethelyardley.org 
Office Assistant: Michele Krane, mkrane@bethelyardley.org 
 

 

Executive Committee Members 2022-2023 
executivecommittee@bethelyardley.org 
 
President: Elizabeth Ravitch, president@bethelyardley.org 
1st Vice President: Mindy Albuck 
2nd Vice President: Lee Kirsh 
3rd Vice President: Brian Levey   
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Treasurer: Robyn Hessberger 
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Carol Benderson-Lighter             Beth Sadoff 
Helene Geiger                             Dan Wachspress 
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Board of Directors Members - term ending 2024: 
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Ian Schachter           Abby Weber* 
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Hazak Co-Presidents: Charlotte Denenberg & Michelle Flash 
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Men’s Club President: Scott Kravitz 
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Sisterhood Co-Presidents: Rachael Oring & Phyllis Schachter 
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Michael Rettig         Derek Cohen 
  
President Appointee:  
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*denotes new board member 
GPMB Members up for re-election this year. 

The Shofar - Congregation Beth El’s Newsletter Issues 
July/August, September/October, November/ December, 

January/February, March/April, May/June 
 

Deadlines for the Shofar are on the 16th of the month prior to the 
new edition coming out; except if it falls on  

  Shabbat or a Jewish holiday. 

 

 
Check out our website 

      www.bethelyardley.org 
 

Find out more about our  
programming, events,  

and classes  
and RSVP online.  

 
 

Service Times 

Saturdays: 9:30am 
 

Monday - Friday 
Morning Minyan  

7:00am  
(in person only) 

 
Sunday - Thursday 

Evening Minyan  
7:30pm (virtual only) 

 
Sundays & Secular Holidays 

Morning Minyan 8:00am   
(in person only) 

Reset the mi she’beirahk list  
(list of our loved ones in need of healing) 
January 1     April 1     October  1    July 1 

 
The list will be cleared and compiled anew to reflect more recent changes. Email  
barbara@bethelyardley.org or call  215-493-1707 x4, prior to the reset date. If the 

date falls on a Shabbat, please send it prior to Shabbat. 
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Message from the President 

Elizabeth Ravitch 
President 
president@bethelyardley.org 

It is hard to believe that this is my last Shofar article as Beth El’s President.  I 
would like to take this chance to thank all of you for the honor and the privilege 
of having served you for the last 4 years. I am always humbled by the  
dedication that our members have to our Beth El family. I am so impressed by 
the quality of people that join together to make Beth El the extraordinary  
community that it is.  Truly, it takes a village to join together and generate this 
vibrance.  There is no question that I could not have held this position without 

your help and support, so thank you from the bottom of my heart.  I always feel blessed by the 
selfless teamwork of our talented and committed lay leaders. We have many dedicated people, all 
seeking to make our community so vibrant and welcoming.  As we transition to a new leadership, I 
am confident that we will continue to have a board comprised of dedicated people whose energy 
and enthusiasm will carry our congregation successfully into the future.  
 
We have had a lot to celebrate this year.  We welcomed Rabbi Cantor, Kedma and their children to 
our community in July with a wonderful Shabbat luncheon.  Although our Back to Shul Barbecue 
was brought indoors because of the weather, we all enjoyed eating and schmoozing together.  After 
a wonderful High Holiday period with Rabbi Cantor and Cantor Wyner, we then came together in 
November to formally install Rabbi Cantor as our new spiritual leader, celebrating with a  
wonderful Israeli themed dinner.  In December, we had a festive Hanukkah Hoopla where  
congregants were able to light chanukiot together, sing songs and enjoy delicious latkes.  We had a 
wonderful celebration of our 70th anniversary with Ariel and Sofia Wyner leading us for Shabbat 
and Jacob’s Ladder performing at the Saturday night celebration.  Our Purim dinner was a multi-
generational event followed by a fun and musical megillah reading.  We also had a great turnout 
for our annual afternoon of BINGO, and there were a lot of fun prizes won by many!  And of 
course, there were all of the Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Hazak, Adult Education, Social Action, 
Share Shabbat, FJLC, Holiday and USY events as well.  There is no doubt that our calendar is 
filled with so many wonderful events because of the love and dedication you all feel towards our 
incredible community. 
 
In Tot Shabbat, I always try to teach a little Hebrew.  I’ll end this final newsletter article by doing 
the same:  L’hitraot.  Although many people believe that it means “goodbye,”  it actually means 
“see you later.”  What a beautiful word. It is not goodbye; it is not final but is an ongoing promise 
to see each other again. That is how I feel as I leave the Presidency of Beth El. I am not going any-
where.  I will see you in shul, whether at services, a program or helping with the next project.   
 
Again, I would like to express my gratitude for all of your support and encouragement for the last 
four years and your many contributions that make Beth El such a special community. 
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A Message from Rabbi Cantor 

The foundational document for the United States of America is the Declaration of  
Independence: it represents the first communication from The People and expresses the 
relationship between the State and individuals (and each other) in terms of the self-
evident truths “that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of  
happiness.” 
 
By way of contrast, the foundational document of the Jewish People is Aseret Ha-Dibrot, 

the “Ten Commandments”, in which God expresses the relationship between the Divine Self and individuals 
(and each other) in terms of obligations (mitzvot). 
 
Legal theory tells us that there is a relationship between rights and obligations, namely that the one is created 
by the other. Thus 
 
• if I have a right to Life, others (including the State) have an obligation not to relieve me of my life; 
• if I have a right to Liberty, others (including the State) have an obligation not to imprison me; 
• if I have a right to the Pursuit of Happiness, others (including the State) have an obligation not to oppress 

me. 
 

Legal theory tells us that there is a relationship between obligations and rights, namely that the one  
creates the other. Thus 
 
• if I have an obligation to honor my mother and father, my mother and father have a right to be  

honored by me; 
• if I am obligated not to murder, others have a right not to be relieved of their lives; 
• if I am obligated not to steal, others have a right not to be relieved of their personal property; 

 
The reality is that rights have no meaning if they are not backed by the imposition of corresponding  
obligations on others, but obligations automatically create the corresponding rights. 
 
The Festival of Shavu’ot (May 26) is our celebration of the Theophany at Mount Sinai, when God spoke  
obligations from amidst the fire and thunder and we agreed to hear and be bound by them. Our Tradition asks 
us to focus on our obligations, which has the added benefit of creating rights for others. 
 
Independence Day (July 4) is our celebration of our declaration of self-determination, when the Founding  
Fathers gave notice to mother England that our rights to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness are God-
given and inalienable. A mechanism to make manifest those rights is assumed, but not stated. 
 
My goal, whenever something is expressed in terms of a right, is to try to identify the corresponding obligation 
that would make it meaningful, and, should it prove to be self-evidently reasonable, to try to fulfil it for the 
benefit of others, the State, and myself.  
 

Rabbi David Cantor  
(562) 810-6718  
dcantor@bethelyardley.org  
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Message from the Education Director 

Kedma Cantor 
Education Director 
kcantor@bethelyardley.org 
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Message from the Synagogue Administrator 

 
                                               Volunteerism (and Gratitude) 
I have never written an article for the Shofar, but I felt compelled to do so for this issue. I knew exactly what I wanted  
to write about: volunteerism and gratitude.  
 
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me from every 
person whose heart so moves him (yidvenu libo)…And let them make me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them. 
Exodus 25:1 – 8.  
 
While Moses was on the mountaintop for forty days he receives a commandment from God, to build the sanctuary 

(mishkan) for God, for the Israelites to worship in. While Aaron, Moses’ brother, is with the Israelites waiting for Moses, they lose hope and 
look to him, the high priest, for guidance. They begin building the Golden Calf. 
 
The mishkan was to serve as a reminder to the Israelites of God’s presence. Its building served as a means to bring the community  
together for the greater good. The Golden Calf was devoid of a reminder to the Israelites of God’s presence; there was no “sanctuary” in 
which the Israelites could worship. The Golden Calf was devoid of bringing the community together. 
 
In the article “Using Our Contributions to Create the Sacred,” Rabbi Sara Paasche-Orlow asks the question, “How do we know the  
difference in our lives between the times when we are creating our own idols and those when we are truly making space sacred, fulfilling a 
moral and ethical tradition?”  Rabbi Paasche-Orlow explains it as such: “One of the ways we create a moral and spiritual environment is by 
volunteering our own time to come to the aid of other people, and to work for wider social change. We learn from these two experiences of 
the Israelite nation that the act of giving is not inherently good.” 

Rabbi Paasche-Orlow continues to describe community service: “We must understand and be involved with those we are serving in such a 
way that we bring what is most needed and join together in the project of meeting communal needs. If we approach service like we came to 
the project of the Golden Calf, we will risk only furthering our own needs, giving our money and time for our own well-being. With a 
‘volunteering heart’ (yidvenu libo) and a true effort to reach beyond ourselves, we create a true sanctuary for bringing God’s presence into 
our lives.” 
 
Various organizations rely on the volunteerism of their members, and Congregation Beth El is no different. If you visit our website, 
www.bethelyardley.org, and click on ENGAGE, you will see a listing of committees: Adult Education (under Learn tab), Chesed,  
Hazak, Holiday Programming, Inclusivity, Israel, Kiddush Krew, Membership, Men’s Club, Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), Share  
Shabbat, Sisterhood, Social Action, and Youth. There is an abundance of members who help make sure these committees have fun,  
educational, engaging, and participatory programming - just check out Beth El’s calendar! 
 
I have read the quote over the sanctuary doors many times over the years, but on April 15th during the Shabbat luncheon, it took on a  
different meaning. King Solomon, after the building of the first Temple, stated, “I have now built for you a stately house; a place where you 
may dwell forever,” I Kings 8:13. It was the “I” in the quote that struck me. With all due respect to King Solomon, it wasn’t he alone who built 
the “house,” it was the people who built the “house.” Just as it is the people, the volunteers, who build Beth El, who, for example, prepared 
the meal for the luncheon to bring the people to the house, to continue building the house in which we dwell. 
 
If you want to meet new friends, have fun, find purpose, and help to develop a sense of community, then look over the list of committees and 
contact the chairperson. Get more involved and volunteer with a “volunteering heart.”  
 
Thank you to the many volunteers, those of you who work on committees and those of you who are behind the scenes, for all that you do for 
Beth El (and me). Thank you for the countless hours, heart, and dedication. You all make sure that the Beth El community is “More than just 
a synagogue, it is a community.” 
  

 
 
 
 

Barbara Schwartz  
Synagogue Administrator 
barbara@bethelyardley.org  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Moses.shtml?TSBI
http://www.bethelyardley.org
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Meet the Board & More! 

I joined Congregation Beth El with my husband, Alex, five years ago, when we moved to 
Yardley after retiring. Before that, we lived for 35 long cold years in the snowbelt of 
Rochester, New York. Rochester is where we raised our two children. I started my  
business there, in the field of Corporate Education. So, when we filled out our application 
to join Beth El, it seemed only natural to check the “Interested in Adult Education” box 
and get involved. Right from the start, Alex and I felt welcomed and valued in the  
congregation. Beth El feels like home. When not working on Beth El’s adult education 
programs, you can usually find me spoiling our grandkids, reading anything I can get my 
hands on, listening to opera, and watching EPL soccer.  

Helene Geiger, Vice President of Education  

 & Co-Chair, Adult Education Committee 

We’ll continue to help plan celebrations and observances of Jewish holidays throughout the calendar.  
Our goal is to bring many of us in the Beth El community, of all ages, together.  If you have any  
suggestions or if you’d like to participate in upcoming planning, please contact us at: holiday  
programming@bethelyardley.org.  Erev Shavuot is Thursday, May 25th, if you would like to help us 
plan for the holiday, please email us. 
 
Visit www.bethelyardley.org and click on Holiday Programming Committee for pictures of some of 
this year’s programs. 
 
Sandie Hirsch & Shelli Krevitz  
Holiday Programming Committee Chairs 
holidayprogramming@bethelyardley.org. 

Holiday Programming Committee 

Shabbat Luncheon following services 
Saturday, May 13  

Visit www.bethelyardley.org to RSVP or call the office. 

The Kiddush Krew is a group of volunteers who get together once a month to prepare 
the Shabbat luncheons that follow services. It is a great way to get to know your  
fellow members. No kitchen skills needed.  Interested in volunteering, contact:  
barbara@bethelyardley.org. 

Kiddush Krew Committee 

mailto:holidayprogramming@bethel.org
mailto:holidayprogramming@bethel.org
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Spotlight on B’nai Mitzvah Students 

Asher Senior: Saturday, May 20, 2023  
 

Asher, son of Shari & Ian Senior and brother of Micah Senior is a seventh grader at Poquessing Middle School 
in Neshaminy School District. Asher is a straight A student and very active in his school’s music program. He 
sings in Concert Choir and as part of the audition-only, Select Choir. Asher is also a Percussionist in Concert 
and Jazz Band and designated as section leader for both ensembles. He also takes the stage in his school’s 
musical productions and was honored with lead roles: Earthworm in James and The Giant Peach Jr. (6th grade) 
and Gomez Addams in the Addams Family the Musical (7th grade). Other than performing music, Asher also 
enjoys playing video games, spending time with his friends and family and summers away at Camp Ramah in 
the Poconos.  
 
For his Bar Mitzvah project, Asher is collecting money for Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) Child Life 
Department. With thousands of children visiting CHOP every year, the Child Life team has an ongoing need for 
toys, craft supplies, books, video games and movies. Donate Here: https://tinyurl.com/3rd9a584 

Evan Hartenstein is finishing up 7th grade at William Penn Middle School. He is an avid Philadelphia team sports 
fan, and enjoys playing on football and basketball teams during the year.  He organized the Yardley Wiffleball 
League and is now a 76ers writer for Philly Sports Reports.  Evan also is a baseball and softball umpire in PAA. 
 
For Evan’s Bar Mitzvah project, he is collecting gently used sports equipment for Leveling the Playing Field. LPF 
is an organization that provides sports equipment to children in need.  Evan is looking forward to become a bar 
mitzvah with his family and friends. 
 

Evan Hartenstein: Saturday, June 10, 2023  

 
Sarene is a 7th grader at Charles Boehm Middle School. Outside of school, Sarene is involved in activities that 
she loves, like gymnastics and playing the violin. In her free time, Sarene loves to  cook and bake. 
 
For her Bat Mitzvah project, Sarene chose to use her skills in the kitchen. She volunteered several times with 
Beth El’s amazing group Cook for a Friend. Sarene also donated several hours of work with the Morrisville  
Presbyterian Church food pantry. Lastly, she worked with Rebbetzin Chaya Blecher at the Chabad Lubavitch 
of Yardley for a private challah-baking session, where they baked many challahs to give to members of the  
community.  
 
Sarene would like to thank those in the Beth El community who have helped and supported her: Rabbi Cantor 
& Kedma Cantor, Ruth Schapira, and especially her amazing tutor, Phyllis Schachter, for her countless hours 

of patience and dedication. Thank you also to all of the Beth El members who encouraged Sarene to help lead services as she  
prepared for her special day. Sarene is excited to finally celebrate this simcha with everyone. 
 

Sarene Julin: Saturday, June 3, 2023 

Many of our B’nai Mitzvah students have Chesed projects that require us, as a community to help out. Please look at your 
Weekly Sunday Programming emails or when you come into the building for more information. 

https://tinyurl.com/3rd9a584
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Youth Events 
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

This spring, you’ll find a variety of engaging classes and programs. Whether it’s in person or virtual,  
evenings, weekends or weekdays, come join your friends for an informative and fun experience! 

 
WEEKEND Learning 

 
Torah Study: Saturday Mornings, 9:00 AM to 9:30 AM 
Join Rabbi Cantor every Shabbat morning to discuss the week’s Parsha. 
 
 
Judaism for Grown-Ups: Sunday Mornings, 9:15 AM to 10:15 AM through May 21 
Meets every week while school is in session. Whether you’re newish-Jewish, an old  
Yeshiva Bucher, or anywhere in-between, this series will refresh your knowledge. 
 

WEEKDAY Learning 
 
Current Events: Wednesday Mornings, 10:00 AM  -  11:00 AM from May 3 through May 31 
Come and discuss the latest news with a Jewish slant. There will be a different topic each week. Bring an 
article so share, if possible. Meets in person at Beth El. 
 
Topics and Discussion Leaders: 
May 3: Synagogue Security  -  Barbara Schwartz 
May 10: World Jews in the News  -  Alex Geiger 
May 17: Environmental Issues  -  Sheldon Miller 
May 24: The Many Faces of Israel  -  Milt Berger 
May 31: Artificial Intelligence (AI)  -  Bob Lindenbaum 
 

 
Jewish Discussions About “The Good Place” 
Wednesday Mornings, 11:15 AM  -  12:00 Noon from May 3 through May 31 
“The Good Place” is an award-winning comedy about the afterlife based on serious  
philosophy. Come and laugh through each episode together, then join Rabbi Cantor as we 
discuss the Jewish themes behind the humor. Meets in person at Beth El. 
 
Episodes 
May 3: Measuring Deeds Chapter 1: “Everything is Fine” 
May 10: Does Study Lead to Change? Chapter 2: “Flying” 
May 17: Be Yourself? Chapter 4: “Jason Mendoza” 

                        May 24: Promises Chapter 6: “What We Owe Each Other” 
                        May 31: Lying Chapter 7: “The Eternal Shriek” 
 
 
Lunch and Legal: Wednesday, June 28, 11:30 AM  -  1:00 PM 
Discussion Leader: Alex Geiger 
Join us for a light lunch to review and discuss the latest decisions from the US Supreme Court, with a  
Jewish slant. 
RSVP by June 21 by visiting www.bethelyardley.org. 

Adult Learning – May/June 2023 
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 Did you miss a program? No worries.  

We have them recorded for you. Visit www.bethelyardley;  
click on the  “Archives” tab or click on the “Learn” 

 tab for the Adult Education Archives.  
Anything underlined is a link to a video. Enjoy!  

 

 The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

ARCHIVES 

When was the last time you visited Beth El’s Heidi Mittleman Memorial Library? 
Our extensive collection of books, located on the building’s second floor, may be Beth El’s best-kept 
secret. The library isn’t getting much traffic these days. In fact, it’s looking a bit neglected. Time to set 
things right! 
 
A group of members will be getting together to “re-imagine” Beth El’s library.  We will be discussing: 
 
• Are we making the best use of our library? 
• Is the room set up to serve the needs of today’s congregation? 
• Is the space warm, welcoming, and functional? 
• Do we have the right mix of books, resources, and equipment? 
• Is the collection easy for people to access and use? 

 
Want to be included in this conversation? Please call or email Barbara Schwartz 
(barbara@bethelyardley.org) to let us know you are interested. We’ll check in with you soon to pick a 
convenient meeting time/date.  

Help Us Re-Boot  
Beth El’s Library! 

If you have ideas for programs; are good at social media; have art,  
photography or writing skills; or like to plan events… then we’d like to hear from you!  

All volunteers warmly welcomed. Please contact adulted@bethelyardley.org. 

We need your help!  

mailto:adulted@bethelyardley.org


 12 

 

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 
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215-493-1707 • www.BethElYardley.org  

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 

 
 

 Book reviews below, from our last meeting.  
 

 
 
The Book of Lost Names, by Kristin Harmel. This historical fiction novel is the most  
recent (published May 25, 2021) effort of the best-selling author of numerous book club favorites. It tells 
the story, “inspired by real events,” of a pair of resistance fighters in Poland whose efforts saved many 
Jewish children who would have otherwise perished in the Holocaust.  

 
 

 
 
The Women of Rothschild: The Untold Story of the World’s Most Famous Dynasty, by Natalie  
Livingstone. This is a fascinating group biography of the female half of the Rothschild dynasty. As Jews 
in a Christian society and women in a deeply patriarchal family, these ladies had to forge their own paths. 
They became influential hostesses and talented diplomats, they choreographed electoral campaigns,  
advised prime ministers, advocated for social reforms, and traded on the stock exchange. Some of them 
came to, and made their mark in, the United States. Lots of great stories and anecdotes. 

 
 
 
CODA (acronym for Child of Deaf Adults) is a 2021 movie currently streaming on Apple TV+.  It is a 
coming-of-age story of a teenage girl with normal hearing who is raised by deaf parents, along with a 
deaf brother. The family are fisherman who sail out of Gloucester, MA. They encounter, and eventually 
overcome, many trials and tribulations. Young Ruby, as the only hearing member of her family, carries a 
great deal of responsibility on her shoulders, in addition to dealing with the usual teenage angst and  
budding teenage romance. This movie won the Best Picture Academy Award at last year’s Oscars, 
among many other awards  

Please Join Us in Person to discuss all the interesting books, movies, TV shows, art exhibitions, 
Broadway shows, operas, and any other cultural happenings that have a Jewish theme, a Jewish 
author, or Jewish characters that you have run across since our last meeting. 

Next Meeting Will Be  
in Person on 

Sunday, May 21, 10:30am 

FREE – Bagels, Schmears, Coffee &  
Good Conversation 
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Beth El in Pictures 

Beth El celebrates 70 years! 

Beth El celebrates Purim! 
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Sisterhood 
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Sisterhood  

You may use Venmo to pay for scrip: @Sisterhood-BethEl or www.venmo.com/u/Sisterhood-BethEl  

http://www.venmo.com/u/Sisterhood-BethEl
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Sisterhood  
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Men’s Club 
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Social Action Committee 

Beth El congregants help  
feed our neighbors 

  
Last fall, the social action committee partnered with the Community Baptist 

Church Bread of Life food pantry in Bristol Borough.  We have been collecting the ‘high demand’ 
items of canned protein, boxed cereal, baby goods and breakfast drinks for the pantry. Deliveries 
are made on a regular basis. Before Christmas we collected and donated supermarket turkey  
certificates and collected certificates for ham for Easter.  We delivered two carloads of donations 
collected during Beth El’s anniversary weekend celebration. 
 
Kizzy Wright, the pantry director, visited Beth El on a Shabbat this winter and educated us about 
food insecurity within our community, the role the pantry plays in filling some of this need and how 
our congregation can help.  She dazzled us with her passion, commitment, and energy.   
 
Please help us keep the Community Baptist Church Food Pantry well stocked by adding an item or 
two to your weekly grocery shopping list . Our labelled collection boxes are in the storage area 
across from the office. You can drop off your donation or order via the amazon link found in our 
Thursday Social Action emails. 
   

Beth El congregants support local  
Afghan refugee family 

This past February, the local faith-based community celebrated the one year anniversary of our adopted 
Afghan family’s arrival in Falls Township.  A festive celebration took place at Newtown Friends  
Meeting which included Nooranshah (dad), Afsoon (mom), Shaziah (aunt), Khurshid (7 year old 
daughter), Abubaker (4 year old son), and Sadiq (1 year old son.) Guests included volunteers from  
areawide churches and synagogues who have been helping out in a variety of ways including driving to 
pre-school and doctors’ appointments, teaching 1:1 ESL to the adults, tutoring the children after school, 
providing medical and dental support, and helping with job placement. Dad is now gainfully employed 
as a driver at a local  hospital. Mom and Aunt recently passed their written drivers test (taken in Dari) 
and are eager to get behind the wheel. Khurshid is flourishing in first grade, loves to entertain others 
with her stellar cartwheeling, and is almost on grade level with her reading. Abubaker loves going to 
pre-school and his English language skills have shown marked improvement over the last few months. 
The toddler is very attached to his mom and wants whatever his older siblings have!   
 
A hearty thank you to our many Beth El congregants who continue to step up and serve as volunteer 
drivers. Our lives have been enhanced by getting to know this beautiful family and welcoming them  
into our community to live in peace and safety. 
  
To learn more about resettlement efforts through the Bucks County Interfaith Coalition for Refugee  
Resettlement, visit www.bcicrr.org, or contact Debbie Wachspress at debwachspress@gmail.com. 

http://www.bcicrr.org
mailto:debwachspress@gmail.com
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Beth El Community Cares 
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Beth El Community Cares 

Our Community Sends their Deepest Condolences to... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Mazel Tov to Temma and Michael Moss in honor of the birth of their daughter, Brielle Dakota. 
 

 
• Mazel Tov to Cara and Leon Weissman in honor of the birth of their granddaughter,  

Brielle Dakota. 

Mazel Tov to... 

 

To make a donation, visit www.bethelyardley.org or fill out and mail  
the form at the back of the newsletter or call the office, 215-493-1707 x4. 

 Rony (Shalom) Cohen on the passing of her brother Mickey (Michael Shlomo ben Nachum)  
Guttenberg, z"l . 
 

 
 Eva Moszer on the passing of her husband, Sid Moszer, z”l. 

Do you have a simcha you want to share? 
Share your simcha in our Mazel Tov Monday email & “About our Members” section our weekly email  

 
Mazel Tov Mondays are a great way to share your simcha with your Beth El Family. Email all Mazel Tov Monday  

submissions to barbara@bethelyardley.org by 9:00am on Sunday morning. All good news will be shared on Monday mornings. 
Your simcha may also be placed in the Friday Weekly email in the “About Our Members” section if the information is received by 

Thursday, 10:00am; email barbara@bethelyardley.org. 

mailto:barbara@bethelyardley.org


 24 

 

Beth El Community Cares/Advertisements  

1-800-921-PEST (7378) 
215-579-7378 

www.newtownpestcontrol.com 

of  Yardley  

Enrichment classes for older adults 
Golden Slipper Gems is a Jewish  
non-profit that offers inexpensive  

university-quality courses on a variety  
of topics including music, history, theater, 

 Israel, politics.  
 

For more information contact: 
Greta Wrigley 

Program Director Bucks County 
Golden Slipper Gems 

(267) 984-0722 
gwrigley@goldenslipper.org 

House of Kosher's NEW Initiative 
gives back to Beth El 

9806 Bustleton Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19115 
 
2-step idea is simple: 
 
1) On any amount that ANY of our members spend, House of 
Kosher will give 2% of the sale right back to Beth El! All YOU 
need to do is mention our synagogue and the unique Shopper 
Code (1707 - last four digits of our phone number) and the  
discount is immediately applied as a credit to our synagogue. 
House of Kosher will mail us a monthly check with the  
earnings. 
 
2) Any first-time customer that is a member of our synagogue, 
will receive a 10% discount on their  
in-store shopping of over $100! 
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Advertisements 
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Advertisements 
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Advertisements 
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Advertisements 

At check out use 
code 1707 to get a 

discount and  
support Beth El. 
House of Kosher 
will donate 2% to 

Beth El. 
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THANK YOU FOR THESE DONATIONS February 22, 2023 - April 24, 2023 

                                     Building Fund 

 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
6th Yahrzeit of Andy Flager 
  Ruth & Jack Laks 
  Debra & Daniel Wachspress 
 
Yahrzeit of Johanna Jacob 
  Grace Jacob 
 
In Honor/Appreciation of: 
Having an Aliyah 
  Robyn & Eric Fishbein 
 
Birth of Brielle Dakota, granddaughter of Cara & Leon 
Weissman 
  Sherry & Randall Flager 
  Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
  Robyn & Lee Hessberger  
  Ruth & Jack Laks 
   
In Memory of: 
Sid Moszer 
  Jill & Glenn Borochaner 
  Mickey Dickler 
  Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
  Lynne, Richard, David Goldberg & Families 
  Robyn & Lee Hessberger 
  Nancy & David Kleinman 
  Marilyn & Alan Stein 
  Michelle & Michael Weinberg 
  Sherry & Randall Flager 
 
Henrietta Koretsky 
  Lois & Sid Clearfield 
  Sondra & Ascher Levy 
  Rita Pruzan & Barry Troll 
  Joseph Santy III 
   
Michael Guttenberg 
  Sherry & Randall Flager 
 
Speedy Recovery: 
Karen Shoemaker 
   Sherry & Randall Flager 
 

                Cook for a Friend Fund 
Speedy Recovery: 
  Jacob Wachspress 
  Grace Jacob 
 
In Honor of: 
  Cara & Leon Weissman’s granddaughter, Brielle Dakota 
  Carol Benderson-Lighter & Stuart Lighter 
  Shelli & Ken Krevitz 
 

  Edwin Mittleman Adult Education Fund 
In Memory of: 
Mickey Guttenberg 
  Helene & Alexander Geiger 
  Rochelle & Kenneth Krevitz 
  Carol Benderson-Lighter & Stuart Lighter 
  Beverly & Jerome Parnes 
 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Murray Sohmer 
  Carol Sohmer 

                                                                 Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College  
                                 Outreach Program Fund  
 
In honor of: 
Birth of Brielle Dakota, granddaughter of Cara & Leon Weissman 
  Margie & Jack Wellerstein 
 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Gertrude Marinoff 
   Janet & Norman Marinoff 
 
Steve Brown 
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
 
Matilda “Ty” Caplan 
  Carol Sohmer 
 
In Memory of: 
Marvin Weizer 
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
     
Kathy Martin’s father 
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
 
Sid Moszer 
  Carol Sohmer 
  Janet & Norman Marinoff 
  Margie & Jack Wellerstein 
 

                   Fierverker Jewish Learning   
                        Community (FJLC) Fund 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
  Minnie Weisman 
  Milton Berger 
 
In Memory of: 
Sid Moszer 
  Milton Berger 
  Rosalyn Kleiman 
  Carol Benderson-Lighter & Stuart Lighter 
  The Fierverker Family 
 
Lee Rudolph 
   Paul Ringold 
 
Dr. Henry Litvin 
  Rosalyn Kleiman 
 
In Honor of: 
Birth of Cara & Leon Weissman’s granddaughter Brielle Dakota 
  Rosalyn Kleiman 
 

        Golda Meir Religious Books & Articles Fund 
In Memory of: 
Sid Moszer 
  Sandra Silverman & Richard Gorelick 
  Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
 
Speedy Recovery of: 
Jacob Wachspress 
  Sandra Silverman & Richard Gorelick 
 
In Honor of: 
Donation made in honor of receiving aliyot 
Arthur Cohn 



 30 

 

THANK YOU FOR THESE DONATIONS February 22, 2023 - April 24, 2023 

                  Morning Minyan Fund 
 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Faynshteyn-Cherlova 
  Yakov Sapozhnikov 
 
David Mikhail Faynshteyn 
  Yakov Sapozhnikov 
 
Fira (Esphir) Sapozhinkov-Kutsiy 
  Yakov Sapozhnikov 
 
In Memory of: 
Sid Moszer 
  Grace Jacob 
  Phyllis & Laurence Schachter 
  Eileen & Elliot Berkman 
  Judith & Stephen Minsky  
     
Henrietta Koretsky 
  Kathleen Peron 
 
In Honor of: 
Having an Aliyah 
  Arthur Cohn 
  Robyn & Eric Fishbein 
 
Birth of Brielle Dakota, granddaughter of Cara & Leon 
Weissman 
  Phyllis & Laurence Schachter 
 
Randy Flager’s tireless dedication to preserving the tradition 
of Morning Minyan which was started by his father 
  Anonymous 

             Perez Youth Scholarship Fund for  
             Jewish Camps & USY Programs 
 
In Honor of: 
USY Shabbat Dinner 
  Jason Lieberman 

 
  Prayer Book Fund 

In Memory of: 
Harris Fishbein 
  Robyn & Eric Fishbein 
 
Sid Moszer 
  Linda & Kenneth Greenberg 
  Sara Pollock 
  Debbie & Dan Wachspress 
   
Eliahu Cohen 
  Alice & Jacob Klein 
 
Mickey Michael Shlomo Guttenberg 
  Alice & Jacob Klein 
 
Henrietta Koretsky 
  Debbie & Steven Lipschutz 
  Lisa Warner 

In Appreciation of: 
A donation was made by Sherry and Randy Flager to the  
Morning Minyan fund in appreciation of the continued  
support for Beth El’s Morning minyan 

Alan Agree 
Milt Berger 
Elliot Berkman 
Rabbi David Cantor 
Kedma Cantor 
Shalom Cohen 
Arthur Cohn 
Harriet Freidenreich 
Phil Freidenreich 
Scott Gilinsky 
Linda Greenberg 
Marc Hawthorne 
Lee Hessberger 
Robyn Hessberger 
Mike Jelen 
Ken Kaissar 
Larry Kanner 
Jay Kawarsky 
Al Kleinhaus 
Barry Kritz 

Stuart Lehman 
Steve Lubin 
Janet Marinoff 
Norman Marinoff 
Steve Minsky 
Rich Oring 
Judi Reiss 
Yakov Sapozhnikov 
Jerry Schachter 
Larry Schachter 
Lee Schachter 
Rabbi Jeff Schnitzer 
Karen Shoemaker 
Judith Snyder 
Dan Wachspress  
Leo Weinstock 
Jack Wellerstein 
Leon Weissman 
Joan Zuckerman 

Oring Family Chesed Fund 
 
In Memory of: 
Stephen Gruskin 
  Mindy & Rick Albuck 
  Deena Gruskin 
 
Sid Moszer 
  Elizabeth Ravitch 
 
In Honor of: 
Birth of Brielle Dakota, granddaughter of Cara & 
Leon Weissman 
  Elizabeth Ravitch 
 
Mallory & Adam Flager’s purchase of their new 
home 
  Nancy Goldberg Vegotsky & Mark Vegotsky 

        Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In Appreciation of: 
Kedma Cantor 
  Milton Berger 
 
Hametz Sale 
  Sheri & Robert Goldstein 
  Margie & Jacob Wellerstein 
 
For the Yahrzeit of 
Faynshteyn-Cherlova 
  Yakov Sapozhnikov 
 
David Mikhail Faynshteyn 
  Yakov Sapozhnikov 
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   We are looking for a few good  
in person & virtual Minyaneers 

 
Congregation Beth El holds both morning and evening minyan  

services open to our members and friends in the community. We  
invite you to join us and become a regular volunteer. Take some 

time from your busy day or week to pray with friends and  
neighbors, and be there to support a person saying kaddish or  

in a period of mourning. 
 

  It’s a mitzvah...it’s good for you and it’s good  
for our community. 

 
Daily Morning Services: (in person only) 

Monday - Friday at 7:00am  
 8:00am on holidays 

 
Sunday at 8:00am 

 
Daily Evening Services: (virtual only) 

Monday - Thursday at 7:30pm  
Sunday at 7:30pm 

 
Join us virtually, visit: www.bethelyardley.org; click on  

the Virtual Beth El icon.  

THANK YOU FOR THESE DONATIONS February 22, 2023 - April 24, 2023 

Donations may be made online.   
Visit www.bethelyardley.org (use your 

email and password to log in) or  
call the office, 215-493-1707 x4. 

Have you ever considered buying a Memorial Plaque for your loved 
ones? The plaque will be mounted on our Yahrzeit board in perpetuity. 
Each year you will receive a notice of the date of the Yahrzeit, it will be 
announced during our Shabbat Services, and the plaque will be lit in 
memory of your loved one for a full month. The cost is $750 for  
members and $900 for non-members. Contact the office to receive a 
form or visit www.bethelyardley.org; About Us. 

    Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
                         continued 
Yahrzeit of: 
Fira (Esphir) Sapozhinkov-Kutsiy 
  Yakov Sapozhnikov 
 
In Memory of: 
Sid Moszer 
  Janet & Bill First 
 

    Rhoda & Morris Volk Camp       
      Ramah Scholarship Fund 
 
In Memory of: 
Esther Leace 
  Caren & Nathan Bosk 
 
Sid Moszer 
  Caren & Nathan Bosk 
 

 Shabbat & Holiday Luncheon Fund 
in honor of Harriet &  

Phil Freidenreich 
In Honor of: 
Birth of Brielle Dakota, granddaughter of Cara 
& Leon Weissman 
  Grace Jacob 
 

        Yizkor/Yahrzeit Fund 
For the Yahrzeit of: 
Marcus Herscher, Barbara’s father 
  Barbara & Robert Alberts 
 
Anna Tickner 
  Mickey Dickler 
 
Marvin Dickler 
  Mickey Dickler 
 
Henry J. Cohen 
  Janet & Bill First 
 
Ruth Levin 
  Rochelle & Kenneth Krevitz 
 
Helen Berkman 
  Esther &  Albert Lutzker 
 
Morris Horowitz 
   Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
 
Gertrude Levine 
   Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
 
Malca Pass 
   Harriet & Phil Freidenreich 
 
For Yizkor: 
Passover Donation 
  Arthur Cohn 
 
In Memory of: 
Hermina S. Heller 
  Denah Heller 
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Donate or Purchase Prayerbooks 

 

The Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat and Festivals 
The Siddur Lev Shalem has all the prayers and psalms with  

commentary, spiritual reflections and historical background for  
some of the readings. 

The Mahzor Lev Shalem for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
The Mahzor Lev Shalem’s running commentary presents both a  
historical overview and insight into the meaning of prayers. Many  

readings focus on spiritual issues and tikkun olam, as well as  
reflections, stories and quotes. 

Siddur Lev Shalem/Mahzor Lev Shalem/Etz Hayim Chumash 
 
   Please print legibly: 
   Donor’s Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
   (How you want your name to appear on the bookplate) 
 
   Phone:_______________________________Email:_______________________________________ 
 
   I wish to donate (check one or all that apply): 
   _______#Siddur Lev Shalem  X  $54 (each) = ____________  circle one: Home use  or donate to Beth El   
   _______#Mahzor Lev Shalem X  $54 (each) =  ___________  circle one: Home use  or donate to Beth El 
   _______#Etz Hayim Chumash X $54 (each) = ____________ circle one: Home use  or donate to Beth El 
 

BOOK PLATE DEDICATION INFORMATION 
 

In memory of (name):________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of (name/occasion for honor):__________________________________________________________ 
 

Please use a separate piece of paper for additional book plate donations. Mail your check with this form to 
Congregation Beth El 375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, PA 19067 ATTN: Siddur/Mahzor 

The Etz Hayim Chumash 
The Etz Hayim is a joint venture with the Rabbinical Assembly, the United  

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, and the Jewish Publication Society. It features 
English translation, Hebrew text, essays on key themes by prominent Conservative 

movement rabbis and scholars, Haftarot and commentary.  
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CONGREGATION BETH EL GIFT OPPORTUNITIES 

Tree of Life: Honor a birthday, anniversary, wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or any other happy occasion with an  
engraved leaf on our tree of life for $180 or a boulder for $750. 
 
Donation Cards: Our donation cards are a wonderful way to recognize important lifecycle events, extend wishes for 
speedy recovery, show your appreciation for someone’s kindness  or in memory of a loved one. It also helps to fulfill the 
mitzvah of tzedakah. There are two different cards to choose from a beautiful menorah card ($15) and a colorful picture of 
three of our Torot ($25).* Your gift can also be designated to one of the funds below. Contributions may be made online at 
www.bethelyardley.org, by contacting the office, 215-493-1707 x4 or mailing in the form below. Donations under $15 will 
no longer receive a card.* 
 
Book Dedications: There are also opportunities to have a bookplate placed on the back of the front cover of a Siddur 
(prayer book) or Mahzor (High Holiday Prayer Book) - any time someone opens the book, they will learn of your donation: 
Prayer Book, $54; High Holiday Mahzor, $54, Etz Hayim Chumash, $54.  
 
Memorial (Yahrzeit) Plaques: Among the customs to help us with loss and bereavement is the commemoration of a loved 
one on a Yahrzeit plaque. These plaques, which are affixed to a special memorial board in our Chapel, are an expression 
of love and devotion. The plaque will be mounted on our Yahrzeit board in perpetuity. Each year you will receive a notice of 
the date of the Yahrzeit, it will be announced during our Shabbat Services, and the plaque will be lit in memory of your 
loved one for a full month. The cost is $750 for members and $900 for non-members. Contact the office to receive a form or 
visit www.bethelyardley.org; About Us. 
 
Cemetery Plots: Beth El owns plots at King David Memorial Park in Bensalem. Call the office for further details and pricing 
information or contact Michael Weinberg at  215-801-4929.    
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -return bottom portion with payment or visit www.bethelyardley.org to make an online donation- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

CONGREGATION BETH EL DONATION FORM 

 
Enclosed is my gift of  $_______ (Menorah Card $15, Torah Card $25+; donations under $15 will no longer receive    
 cards) 

 
___Building Fund 
___Cook for a Friend Project Fund 

__ Edwin Mittleman Adult Education Fund 
___Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College Outreach Program Fund 
___Fierverker Education Fund 
___Golda Meir Religious Books & Articles Fund 
___Fund for Shabbat & Holiday Luncheons  
          in honor of Phil & Harriet Freidenreich 

 

   Recipient _______________________________________ Occasion_______________________________ 

   Recipient Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

   Donor Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________ 

   Donor Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  I would like more information about: 

        Tree of Life                         Memorial Plaques             Cemetery Plots                Other Ways I Can Give  

       

             Mail check payable to: Congregation Beth El 375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, PA 19067 

___Morning Minyan Fund 
___Oring Family Hesed Fund 
___Perez Youth Scholarship Fund for Jewish Camps  
           & USY Programs 
___Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
___The Rhoda & Morris Volk Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund 
___Lev Shalem Prayer Book Donation or ____ purchase($54 each)  
___Lev Shalem Mahzor Donation or ___ purchase ($54 each)  
___Etz Hayim Chumash Donation or  ___purchase ($54 each) 
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