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Ariel Wyner, our High Holiday Cantor, and his Jewish
Bluegrass Band will be joining us in this celebration!

We are in the early planning stages. If you would like to be involved,
contact Elizabeth Ravitch, president@bethelyardley.org.

More information will follow.

Calling all Shushanites.

PURIM IS COMING'! Be part of the MEGILLAH reading fun. All welcome to tell the story of

. Esther in songs/parodies. No special talent required.
Erev Purim March 6 Email sandie75@outlook.com with your availability (day or evening).
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Our Office Staff & Professionals
215-493-1707

Rabbi: David A. Cantor, dcantor@bethelyardley.org

Interim Education Director: Kedma Cantor, kcantor@bethelyardley.org
Synagogue Administrator: Barbara Schwartz, barbara@bethelyardley.org
Office Assistant: Michele Krane, mkrane@bethelyardley.org

Executive Committee Members 2022-2023
executivecommittee@bethelyardley.org

President: Elizabeth Ravitch, president@bethelyardley.org
1st Vice President: Mindy Albuck

2nd Vice President: Lee Kirsh

3rd Vice President: Brian Levey

Secretary: Steve Young

Treasurer: Robyn Hessberger

Board of Directors Members - term ending 2023:

board@bethelyardley.org
Wendy Algazi Tom Moore
Carol Benderson-Lighter Beth Sadoff

Helene Geiger
Ken Kaissar

Dan Wachspress
Michael Weinberg

Board of Directors Members - term ending 2024:

Penny Bardfeld Andrew Braverman*  Meryl Broadbent*
Eric Fishbein* Jenifer Goldstein Shelli Krevitz*

lan Schachter Abby Weber*

Past Presidents: Laurence H. Schachter Leon Weissman Mark Fried

Hazak Co-Presidents: Charlotte Denenberg & Michelle Flash
hazak@bethelyardley.org

Men’s Club President: Scott Kravitz
mensclub@bethelyardley.org

Sisterhood Co-Presidents: Rachael Oring & Phyllis Schachter
sisterhood@bethelyardley.org

Galilee Proceeds Management Board (GPMB):
Phil Freidenreich  Randy Flager =~ Michael Koretsky
Michael Rettig Derek Cohen

President Appointee:
Cara Davis Karen Lewin

*denotes new board member
GPMB Members up for re-election this year.
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Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Fridays: 8:30am - 2:00pm

Service Times
Fridays: 6:00pm
Saturdays: 9:30am

Check out our website
www.bethelyardley.org

Find out more about our
programming, events,
and classes
and RSVP online.

Monday - Friday
Morning Minyan
7:00am
(in person only)

Sunday - Thursday
Evening Minyan 8 6

é 6 &4
7:30pm (virtual only) Ll;EJJ
Sundays & Secular Holidays b-i

Morning Minyan 8:00am é:

L4

Reset the mi she’beirahk list
(list of our loved ones in need of healing)

January 1 April1  October 1 July 1

The list will be cleared and compiled anew to reflect more recent changes. Email

barbara@bethelyardley.org or call 215-493-1707 x4, prior to the reset date. If the
date falls on a Shabbat, please send it prior to Shabbat.

The Shofar - Congregation Beth EI's Newsletter Issues
July/August, September/October, November/ December,
January/February, March/April, May/June

Deadlines for the Shofar are on the 16th of the month prior to the
new edition coming out; except if it falls on
Shabbat or a Jewish holiday.
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New Year’s Resolutions always fascinate me. “I will lose weight”, “I will exercise more”, “I
will volunteer more of my time” and “I will reach out to friends more” are common ones.
What is special about the change to a new year that elicits such a strong desire to change
things up? Why is it that December 31* at midnight is so different than any other day at
midnight? It really isn’t. However, with the new calendar year comes the hope of newly
founded motivation and energy to try new things.

When my kids were little, I’d ask them what they wanted to be different in the new year. I
always hoped they’d say things like that they wouldn’t argue with each other as much, knowing very well those
were words I’d never hear (they are now 22 years old and they still argue). I’d always promise myself that I’d try
to get less frustrated with them over little things (I still get frustrated with them over little things). So why, year
after year, would I ask the same question and why would I make the same attempt?

I think it’s partially because of tradition. Partially because of habit. And partially because in some ways it’s
expected. So this year, if volunteering more is one of your New Year’s Resolutions, I’ll make it easy for you to
figure out how to make it happen. Here are some ideas for how Beth El can benefit from your time:

1. Join a committee: Beth El has many committees and I am sure one will spark your interest. You can come to a
meeting and just listen or jump in and offer to help (see page 4.)

2. Help plan our 70" Anniversary Celebration: On the weekend of March 3-5 we will be celebrating Beth EI’s
70™ anniversary and a committee is forming to plan the weekend.

3. Join Sisterhood, Men’s Club or Hazak: These arms of the synagogue are always busy and have wonderful
opportunities for you to help out.

4. Offer to be a greeter on Shabbat: We are always looking for people to be greeters when we have Shabbat
Luncheons and B’nai Mitzvah.

Help with the Kiddish Krew: The luncheons have a lot of work that goes on behind the scenes. Volunteer to go
shopping, set up and/or clean up.

These are just a few ways of helping out Beth El this year. Choose what works best for you and your family. If
none of these are appealing to you, give me a call or send me an email and together we will figure out a way for
you to volunteer.

There is also a new way that we can all help Beth El. Simply shop at the House of Kosher!! There is a new
program they are starting where if we mention Beth El Yardley (and a special code - check your emails for this
information) at check out we will receive a bonus of 2% of what you spend (10% for first-time customers who
spend more than $100 on the first visit). That is something we can all do!!

I wish you all a Happy New Year!! I cannot wait to see everyone in 2023!

Elizabeth Ravitch 9 , 4 ,, I
President
president@bethelyardley.org



Beth EI Committees

We want you to get involved.

Beth El Kitchen Ladies: (BEKL - In house catering)
bekl@bethelyardley.org

Bubbe's Judaica Gift Shop: (Michelle Flash)
giftshop@bethelyardley.org

Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College Outreach Program: (Janet Marinoff)
collegeoutreach@bethelyardley.org

Cemetery Committee: (Michael Weinberg)
cemetery@bethelyardley.org

Chesed Community:
office@bethelyardley.org

Fundraising Committee: (Lee Kirsh)
fundraising@bethelyardley.org

Hazak - Seniors Group: (Charlotte Denenberg & Michelle Flash)
hazak@bethelyardley.org

Holiday Programming Committee (Sandie Hirsch & Shelli Krevity)
holidayprogramming@bethelyardley.org

Inclusivity Committee: (Tom Moore)
inclusivitycommittee@bethelyardley.org

Israel Committee: (Rich Oring & Ben Bunin)
israel@bethelyardley.org

Membership Committee: (Cara Davis)
membership@bethelyardley.org

Share Shabbat Dinner: (Susan Strouse & Cara Weissman)
shareshabbatdinner@yahoo.com

Religious Activities Committee: (Lee Schachter)
rac@bethelyardley.org

Shiru l'Adonai Musical Shabbat: (Linda Greenberg)
Shiruladonai@bethelyardley.org

Social Action Qutreach: (Laura Lebenkoff & Debbie Wachspress)
socialaction@bethelyardley.org

Cook for a Friend: (Beth Sadoff)
cookforafriend@bethelyardley.org

The Men's Club: (Scott Kravitz)
mensclub@bethelyardley.org

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute: (Helene Geiger)
adulted@bethelyardley.org

The Sisterhood: (Rachael Oring & Phyllis Schachter)
sisterhood@bethelyardley.org



mailto:giftshop@bethelyardley.org
mailto:collegeoutreach@bethelyardley.org
mailto:cemetery@bethelyardley.org
mailto:office@bethelyardley.org
mailto:fundraising@bethelyardley.org
mailto:hazak@bethelyardley.org
mailto:inclusivitycommittee@bethelyardley.org
mailto:israel@bethelyardley.org
mailto:membership@bethelyardley.org
mailto:shareshabbatdinner@yahoo.com
mailto:rac@bethelyardley.org
mailto:shiruladonai@bethelyardley.org
mailto:socialaction@bethelyardley.org
mailto:cookforafriend@bethelyardley.org
mailto:mensclub@bethelyardley.org
mailto:adulted@bethelyardley.org
mailto:sisterhood@bethelyardley.org

Message from the Interim Education Director 5

“To defend a country, you need an army.
But to defend an identity, you need a school.

Judaisw is the religion of the book, not the sword.”
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

This is a fascinating quote because it stresses the importance of Jewish education
and it is contrary to the message of Hanukkah, when we celebrate the use of the
sword to defend Jewish identity.

We learn that sometimes the Jews had to take up arms to restore our freedom,
but our main focus of Jews is on shalom.

Our Fierverker (fireworks) Hebrew school students are engaging in the most
important part of protecting Jewish identity through Jewish education.

To some it might seem like we just get together twice a week to have fun (although
we do that too), it is much more important. It is solidifying their sense of Jewish
community by learning Torah, traditions, music, Hebrew language and our holidays.

Learning about Judaism isn't always easy—but it is always necessary in order to
maintain our identity in the world as Jews.

We need storytellers
(or readers) on Sundays at Hebrew school.
Come read, or tell us about your Jewish experiences
as a kid. What was your favorite topic, holiday, or food?
Contact Kedma for more info.

Kedma Cantor
Interim Education Director, FJLC
kcantor@bethelyardley.org
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Derek Cohen
Board Member & Galilee Proceeds Management Board

Se—
My name is Derek Cohen and | have been a member of Beth El since 2009. | have served on

the board since 2014 and currently sit on the Galilee Management, Mortgage and Security
- Committees. My wife, Robin, and | are the proud parents of Julie (a junior at Tulane
University) and Sam (8th grade). Both of our children have been participants in the
education program at Beth El. In addition, my parents (Herb and Joyce Cohen) and in-laws
(Mel and Deanie Yasner) are members of Beth El.

Outside of Beth El, | am a partner in the law firm of Walden Macht & Haran specializing in white collar criminal
defense and investigations. Before entering private practice, | was a federal prosecutor for almost ten years in
Philadelphia and Washington, DC (along with an extended assignment in New Orleans). In my free time, | like to golf,
see live music, and find great restaurants. I’'m also a member of the Krewe of Bacchus and ride on a float each Mardi
Gras in New Orleans.

Wendy Algazi
Board Member, School Committee & Holiday Programming Committee

Both raised in Yardley, my husband Jon and | moved back to the area from Lafayette Hill in
2009 when our older daughter Jordyn was 2 years old. Growing up, Judaism played a big role
in my life, starting with nursery school, kindergarten, and camp days at the JCC in Ewing. Jon
™ and | actually met at a JCC Mommy and Me in 1980! We both grew up in conservative

| synagogues and USY was an important part of my life during my high school years. Jon and |
served as USY Co-Presidents, even winning most improved chapter. | attended the University
¥ " of Delaware and have worked in the field of IT audit and controls compliance since

- graduation. We have two girls Jordyn, age 15 and Lexi, age 11.

| enjoy cooking, eating, reading, traveling, exercising, shopping, and spending time with family and friends. | am on the
FJLC School board and the general board and truly appreciate the warmth and community that Beth El provides.

Penny Bardfeld
Board Member & Fundraising Committee
Penny Bardfeld is thrilled to spend another term on the Congregation Beth El Board. Penny and husband

=2 Lenny moved from the Princeton area to Yardley with sons Jake (27), Eric (24) and Tyler (22). Penny grew up
in Huntingdon Valley and Lenny is from Vineland, NJ and both grew up at conservative synagogues.

{ Penny retired from a sales career with Nestle Nutrition and now she is a Registered Dietitian and group fit-
' ness instructor, currently teaching fitness classes and providing nutrition consultations. Lenny works for J&J
Consumer Products in Skillman, NJ.

7 Immediately after joining Beth El in 2014, Penny became very involved with planning events, joined the board
and has been involved with fundraising and planning events ever since. Penny has made many friends and enjoys their Beth El
social life! Penny spends summer weekends in Margate, NJ and enjoys running and spending time with her adorable fluffy furry

babies, Roscoe and Benny!



Tu B’Shevat Seder 7

Sunday, February 5 at 9:15am
Fruits & nuts will be served.
RSVP by Sunday, January 29. Visit www.bethelyardley.org.

For more information email
holidayprogramming@bethelyardley.org

é 6 €460
Ll*i,ﬂJJ Cong regation 375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067
Beth EI 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org



Shabbat Happenings for Youth g

LI Tot Shabbat

y
N UNIVERSITY At Beth E|

Calling All 6th & 7th Graders & Parents!
Join us Saturdays from 10:30am-12:00pm in the Chapel,

Afterward stay for a yummy kiddush lunch, , Jan 21
: ' Feb 11
March 11
January 21 April 15
Februaryl May 13
March i
Apl'il 15 g \
May 3 L .
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Friday (light

A help lead Yobbalils Shabbal:

We'll provide challah, grape juice and a main course.



Youth Event: Chaverim & Kadima 9

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2.29 %)

IPN-2:30PN
AT BETH EL YARDLEY,
375 STONEY HILL ROAD, YARDLEY, PA

COME MEET NEW FRIENDS AND HANG
OUT WITHOLD FRIENDS AT OUR FIRST
EVENT OF 2023!

CRAZY FUN TIME, SNACHKS INCLUDED.

$5, REGISTRATION REOUIRED.
RSVP VIA GOOGLE FORM

CONTACT: ARI WEISS: ARIWEISS089@GHMAIL.CON
CHAVERIM/KADIMA EVENT FOR 4TH-TTH GRADERS
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Navigating the Calendar of Events

1. Visit www.bethelyardley.org.
2. Click on “Calendar” at the top of the home page.

3. Use the “Calendars to Show” to filter information for committees. For example, click on Adult Education, B’nai
Mitzvah, Programs & Events, Hazak, etc.

4. Click on “Update View.”

5. Use the “Date” filter to sort the information by a specific date. For example, if you want to know what is on the
calendar in May but do not want to scroll by using the arrows, click on the specific date box and choose your month,

date and year.

6. Click on “Update View.”

7. Each calendar day has information. Any information underlined is a link. Click on link for more information which
may include a flyer and RSVP for a program.

Calendar of Events

Moare Filters/Views

Calendarsto Show Filter Calendar

Date | specific date v 010172023

Print Clear
SUN MON TUES WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Tevet 8 Tevet 9 Tevet 10 Tevet 11 Tevet 12 Tevet 13 Tevet 14
New Year's Day Office closed Fast of Tevet Vayechi
|NoEILC |8:00amMorning  |Z00amMorning  |Z00amMorning  |7:00amMorning  |7:00amMorning | 9:00am Torah
Office Closed Minyan Minyan Minyan Minyan Minyan Study
|8:OOam Morning |7:30pm Evening |7:30pm Evening |ﬂpm FJLC (3rd - |7:30pm Evening 4:32pm Candle | 9:30am Shabbat
Minyan Minyan Minyan 7th) Minyan Lighting Morning Services
|@pm Executive |7:30pm Evening 8:00pm Religious |6:00pm Shabbat 5:32pm Havdalah
Committee Minyan Activities Evening Services
Meeting Committee

Meeting



Rabbi Cantor's Installation Weekend of Celebrations! 1

e =" The weekend of November 11-13 was filled with festivities and community as we installed and
oy WIS = celebrated our new Rabbi, David Cantor. We had a lovely Friday night service followed by a
TS &l)g/ a % delicious Kiddush provided by Beth El Sisterhood. Saturday services were packed and filled with
o ;xf honors and participation from many congregants including many of our recent B’nai Mitzvot. On this

L | anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah, Rabbi Cantor nostalgically and beautifully chanted his haftorah.
— After which Larry Schachter performed a touching ceremony to formally install Rabbi Cantor. Many

. | i ~ thanks to all who participated in services!
" RABMI CANTOR ’/>

After services we were treated to a beautiful and delicious luncheon in the rotunda. Many thanks to
Margie Wellerstein and Cara Weissman and all the volunteers who worked countless hours to prepare
¢ and serve this wonderful luncheon for over 125 members and guests.

Saturday evening over 100 members and guests came back together for a lively and festive party, coordinated by Penny
Bardfeld, Phyllis Schachter, and the party committee. Israel was the theme of the night, and every guest came dressed in
blue and white! We ate Israeli food and drank Israeli wine and even danced to Israeli music.

On Sunday morning, Jennifer Braverman coordinated a fun and festive “Rabbi Bingo” activity for the FJLC families. A
great time was had by all, filled with Rabbi trivia, treats and laughs!

This weekend would not have been possible were it not for the tireless efforts of Barbara Schwartz as well as the help of
countless volunteers (see volunteer list below). We also had a long list of Beth El members who generously provided
sponsorship to offset the costs of these events (see sponsors below). A special thank you also goes out to Penny
Bardfeld who spent countless hours coordinating and planning the weekend of events.

VOLUNTEERS PLATINUM SPONSORS
Sherry 8r: ITlandIy Frl]ager

Mindy Albuck - _ . Michelle Flas _
Rick Albuck Bgit,’vbe'esf%ﬁ;le Tina Leifer-Rettig & Michael Rettig
ity 2usan strouse BLUE SPONSORS
Penny Bardfeld Sheri Twer B e
Lenny Bardfeld Dan Wachspress _MitBerger
Jennifer Braverman Cara Weissman Harriet & Phil Freidenreich
Milt Berger ) Leon Weissman Sandie Hirsch
Stephanle Bu_nln Jack Wellerstein Ruth & Jack Laks )
Whitney Bunin Margie Wellerstein Tom Moore & Steven Schimchak

Joy Cooper

Marc Fishbein
Sandie Hirsch
Grace Jacob

Amy Kaissar

Ken Kaissar
Susan Knopfmacher
Shelli Krevitz
Ruth Laks

Carol Benderson Lighter
Debbie Lubin
Steve Lubin
Carrie Matez
Rachael Oring
Rich Oring

Liz Ravitch

Beth Sadoff
Francine Safir
Bonnie Schachter
Ian Schachter
Larry Schachter
Phyllis Schachter
Barbara Schwartz

Elizabeth Ravitch
Judi & Gary Reiss
Beth & Ari Sadoff

WHITE SPONSORS
Lauren & Steve Young

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Gloria & Allan Cantor
Joy Cooper
Mickey Dickler
Denah Heller
Rosalyn Kleiman
Lois & Brian Levey
Gloria & Ed Mittleman
Rachael & Rich Oring
Sara Pollock
Patricia Rush
Harve & Susan Strouse
The Sisterhood at Beth El
Michelle & Michael Weinberg
Margie & Jack Wellerstein






Rabbi Cantor's Installation Weekend of Celebrations!




Beth El in Pictures

Hanukkah Hoopla
December 21, 2022
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Hazak 15

Visit www.bethelyardley.org for Zoom link and registration.

How Musu:als Get (1] Brnadwav
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How Musicals Get to Broadway:
And Why Are Tickets So Darn Expensive?

John Kenrick has the answers!
FREE PROGRAM

Join Hazak on Sunday, January 15 at 11:00am.
(Virtual only)

i —
w” ‘ i If you’ve ever wondered why seeing a Broadway show costs more
b S than air fare to Florida, theater historian and former producer’s
i B o ssistant John Kenrick has the answers in this multi-media talk.

John pulls back the curtain, giving an insider’s view with historic examples
as well as memories of productions John worked on. A frank but affectionate
look at the business of “the fabulous invalid,” Broadway.

Visit www.bethelyardley.org to register. Please note: Zoom link is John
Kenrick’s not Beth El's. Questions? Contact Hazak@bethelyardley.org.
Visit Musicalsi0o1.com for more information about John Henrick.

6 ©46¢ o i °
I}lajll Cong regatlon " T n 375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067

Beth EI Hazak 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org



The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 16

Adult Learning — January/February 2023

From the arts to history to Jewish thought, Beth El offers a variety of programs this winter. Whether it’s in person or virtual,
evenings, weekends or weekdays, come join your friends for some interesting, fun, participatory and informative classes.

WEEKEND Learning

Torah Study: Saturday Mornings, 9:00AM to 9:30AM
Join Rabbi Cantor every Shabbat morning to discuss the week’s Parsha.

Judaism for Grown-Ups: Sunday Mornings, 9:15AM to 10:15AM

Instructor: Rabbi Cantor

Meets every week while school is in session.

Whether you’re newish-Jewish, an old Yeshiva Bucher, or anywhere in-between, this series will refresh your knowledge.

This course will provide an overview of American Jewish history in the late 19" and 20™ centuries.

WEEKDAY Learning

Walking With God: Wednesday Mornings, 11:15AM to 12:30PM

Instructor: Rabbi Cantor

Wednesdays, January 18 to March 22, 2023

One of the core principles of Jewish faith is that God is essentially ineffable, unknowable, and indescribable...which has not
prevented Jews from trying these past three millennia. Join Rabbi Cantor for a survey of Jewish understandings of the Divine
from the Biblical, Talmudic, Midrashic, Halakhic, Philosophical, Kabbalistic, Hassidic and Modern points of view.

The sessions will be in person; on Virtual Beth El; or available on replay at https://www.bethelyardley.org/adult-ed-archive.html.

The Jewish Experience in America
Wednesday Mornings, 10:00AM to 11:00AM, January 18 to March 29, 2023

Instructor: Harriet Freidenreich
Topics to be discussed include: Eastern European immigration; Jews and the Labor Movement; World War | and antisemitism;

Jewish women, suffrage and birth control; Jewish religious denominationalism; American Jews, the Holocaust and the State of
Israel; suburbanization; Jewish activism and feminism; Jewish identity and intermarriage.

Prayerbook Hebrew The Easy Way: IN PERSON on Wednesdays 7:00PM — 7:30PM, January 18 to June 21, 2023
Instructor: Rabbi Cantor

Textbook: Prayerbook Hebrew The Easy Way

Understanding Hebrew is the key to experiencing the richness of Jewish prayer. Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way teaches the
Hebrew found in all Jewish prayerbooks. Designed for students who can read Hebrew words but do not know what they mean,
this text explains grammar so simply that the non-academic community can easily understand it.

RSVP by January 11, 2023. Visit www.bethelyardley.org; click on the Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way graphic. Purchase the
book prior to class.

Trope (Torah Chant): IN PERSON on Wednesdays 7:45PM — 8:30PM on Wednesdays, January 18 to March 8, 2023
Instructor: Rabbi Cantor

Textbook: Chanting the Hebrew Bible

In the ancient synagogue, the person honored with an Aliyah didn’t just say the blessings over the reading of the Torah. In the
same way that one says a blessing before performing an action, the person invited to read said a blessing over their reading.
But when many people could no longer read their Torah portion for themselves, the Torah Reader was invited to read the
portion for them, and that is the practice today.

If you can read Hebrew, you can read Torah. Join Rabbi Cantor on Wednesday evenings to learn to read the Torah for
yourself and for others, and to enhance your enjoyment of the Torah service.


https://www.bethelyardley.org/adult-ed-archive.html
http://www.bethelyardley.org

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller Adult Education Institute 17

Beth El Book Club

Join us in January and February on VIRTUAL BETH EL on Sunday evenings from 7:45PM — 8:45PM.

Sunday, January 8, 2023 on Virtual Beth El, 7:45PM — 8:45PM

The Thread Collectors by Shauna J. Edwards and Alyson Richman
Discussion Leader: Arleen Barisa

About the Book
1863: In a small Creole cottage in New Orleans, an ingenious young Black woman named Stella embroiders
intricate maps on repurposed cloth to help enslaved men flee and join the Union Army. Bound to a man who would kill her

if he knew of her clandestine activities, Stella has to hide not only her efforts but her love for William, a Black soldier and a
brilliant musician.

Meanwhile, in New York City, a Jewish woman stitches a quilt for her husband, who is stationed in Louisiana with the
Union Army. Between abolitionist meetings, Lily rolls bandages and crafts quilts with her sewing circle for other soldiers,

'SHAUNNA J. EDWARDS

RUELCITEES 100, hoping for their safe return home. But when months go by without word from her husband, Lily resolves to make the
perilous journey South to search for him.

As these two women risk everything for love and freedom during the brutal Civil War, their paths converge in New Orleans, where an
unexpected encounter leads them to discover that even the most delicate threads have the capacity to save us. Loosely inspired by the
authors' family histories, this stunning novel will stay with readers for a long time.

Sunday, February 19, 2023 on Virtual Beth El 7:45PM — 8:45PM
The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel

krisTIN HARMEL About the Book
Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving books one morning when her eyes lock on a photograph

in @ magazine lying open nearby. She freezes; it's an image of a book she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years—a book she
-’:ﬁ recognizes as The Book of Lost Names.

| experience Eva remembers well—and the search to reunite people with the texts taken from them so long ago. The book

in the photograph, an eighteenth-century religious text thought to have been taken from France in the waning days of the
war, is one of the most fascinating cases. Now housed in Berlin’s Zentral- und Landesbibliothe library, it appears to contain some sort of
code, but researchers don’t know where it came from—or what the code means.

Only Eva holds the answer—but will she have the strength to revisit old memories and help reunite those lost during the war?

As a graduate student in 1942, Eva was forced to flee Paris after the arrest of her father, a Polish Jew. Finding refuge in a small
mountain town in the Free Zone, she begins forging identity documents for Jewish children fleeing to neutral Switzerland. But erasing
people comes with a price, and along with a mysterious, handsome forger named Rémy, Eva decides she must find a way to preserve
the real names of the children who are too young to remember who they really are. The records they keep in The Book of Lost Names
will become even more vital when the resistance cell they work for is betrayed and Rémy disappears.

/bo""' /V"-f»{
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For the literary omnivore who likes to graze
Paper Cutting: Sunday, January 22, 1:30PM - 3:00PM Book Nosh: Sunday. January 29 at 10:30AM
Instructor: Kedma Cantor Join us in person to discuss all the interesting books,
Learn about the ancient art of Jewish paper cutting and make movies, TV shows, art exhibitions, Broadway shows,
two simple projects. $15 fee includes cutting board, operas, and any other cultural happenings that have a
blade and paper. RSVP required; visit www.bethelyardley.org. Jewish theme, a Jewish author, or Jewish characters

that you enjoyed. Share what you’ve been reading or
watching, while having a nosh with friends.


http://www.bethelyardley.org
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Jewish Papercutting

Intermediate Level
Paper cutting (called scherenschnitte in Germany) was

practiced by Jewish communities in Eastern Europe,
North Africa and the Middle ‘East for centuries and has

seen a revival in modern times in Israel

and across the world.

[ 32 ]
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Join Kedma Cantor for this second class and
make a Jewish paper cut project
of your choice.

January 22
1:30-3:00pm

$15 for materials
RSVP by January 15. Visit www.bethelyardley.org.

1527 Congregation 375 Stony Hill Road « Yardley, PA 19067
I3 BethEi
- e 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org
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The Jewish Experience in America since 1880
Wednesdays 10:00am - 11:00am
Instructor: Harriet Freidenreich
January 18 - March 29

Topics to be discussed include:

Eastern European immigration

Jews and the Labor Movement

World War | and antisemitism

Jewish women, suffrage and birth control

Jewish religious denominationalism: American Jews

The Holocaust and the State of Israel; suburbanization

For more information, email adulted@bethelyardley.org. Visit www.bethelyardley.org
to join virtually. All classes are recorded and may be found on the website “Archives”

tab.

$ 6 6 ©49¢

é = ’

Ll:_n,.j‘” Cong regation 375 Stony Hill Road « Yardley, PA 19067
215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.or
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Sunday, January 8, 2023
7:45 PM on Virtual Beth EI

The Thread Collectors by Shaunna J. Edwards and Alyson Richman

co LECTORS
z/

'SHAUNNA J. EDWARDS
ALYSON RICHMAN

Discussion Leader: Arleen Barisa

About the Book

The Thread Collectors by Shaunna Edwards and Alyson Richman 1863:In a
small Creole cottage in New Orleans, an ingenious young Black woman named
Stella embroiders intricate maps on repurposed cloth to help enslaved men flee
and join the Union Army. Bound to a man who would kill her if he knew of her
clandestine activities. Stella has to hide not only her efforts but her love for Wil-
liam. a Black soldier and a brilliant musician.

Meanwhile, in New York City, a Jewish woman stitches a quilt for her husband.
who is stationed in Louisiana with the Union Army. Between abolitionist meet-
ings, Lily rolls bandages and crafts quilts with her sewing circle for other sol-
diers. too. hoping for their safe return home. But when months go by without
word from her husband. Lily resolves to make the perilous journey South to
search for him.

As these two women risk everything for love and freedom during the brutal Civil
War, their paths converge in New Orleans, where an unexpected encounter leads
them to discover that even the most delicate threads have the capacity to save us.
Loosely inspired by the authors' family histories, this stunning novel will stay
with readers for a long time.

About our Book Club: Everyone at Beth El is invited to our book club! To sign up for Book Club
notifications, please email your contact info to AdultEd@bethelyardley.org.

Congregation

Beth EIl

375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067
215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org
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Sunday, February 19, 2023
7:45 PM on virtual Beth EI

The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel

BUSTRILLING AUTHOR OF
IHE WiINEmALIR 'S Wire
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Discussion Leader: TBD

About the Book

Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving books one morning
when her eyes lock on a photograph in a magazine lying open nearby. She freezes: it’s an
image of a book she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years—a book she recognizes as The Book
of Lost Names.

The accompanying article discusses the looting of libraries by the Nazis across Europe
during World War II—an experience Eva remembers well—and the search to reunite

| people with the texts taken from them so long ago. The book in the photograph, an eight-

eenth-century religious text thought to have been taken from France in the waning days

. of the war, is one of the most fascinating cases. Now housed in Berlin’s Zentral- und

Landesbibliothek library, it appears to contain some sort of code, but researchers don’t
know where it came from—or what the code means. Only Eva holds the answer—but

y will she have the strength to revisit old memories and help reunite those lost during the

war?

| Asa graduate student in 1942, Eva was forced to flee Paris after the arrest of her father, a
. Polish Jew. Finding refuge in a small mountain town in the Free Zone, she begins forging

identity documents for Jewish children fleeing to neutral Switzerland. But erasing people
comes with a price, and along with a mysterious, handsome forger named Rémy, Eva
decides she must find a way to preserve the real names of the children who are too young
to remember who they really are. The records they keep in The Book of Lost Names will
become even more vital when the resistance cell they work for is betrayed and Rémy
disappears.

About our Book Club: Everyone at Beth El is invited to our book club! To sign up for Book Club
notifications, please email your contact info to AdultEd@bethelyardley.org.

i:liéiii Congregation 375 Stony Hill Road » Yardley, PA 19067
Beth El 215-493-1707 » www.BethElYardley.org
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Judaism for
Grown Ups

Hebrew School, the PG-13 Version

Sundays, 9:15am - 10:15am

Every week while school is in session.

Rabbi Cantor will teach Judaism for grown ups.
Whether you are Newish-Jewish, an old Yeshiva
Bocher, or anywhere in—-between, this series
will refresh your knowledge.

In person. All are welcome to attend. No RSVP required.
For more information, email adulted@bethelyardley.org.

375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067
215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org

Join Rabbi Cantor on Saturday Mornings
9:00am

(Before Services, meet in the lobby)
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One of the core principles of Jewish faith is that God is...
. essentially ineffable,
« unknowable,

o indescribable,

which has not prevented Jews from trying these past three millennia. Join
Rabbi Cantor for a survey of Jewish understandings of the Divine from the
Biblical, Talmudic, Midrashic, Halakhic, Philosophical, Kabbalistic, Hassidic,
and Modern points of view.

son [

Bring an item(s) to give to
Beth El's food bank.

« Boxes of cereal

* Canned tuna, salmon, and
- chicken <
o Breakfast drinks (powder or
liquid)
o Baby food. formula, diapers.

wipes

Ged 6

ll@‘ jJ Congregation 375 Stony Hill Road « Yardley, PA 19067
BethEl 215-493-1707 » www.BethElYardley.org
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<Rk Praerbook Hebrew
N The Easy Way with Rabbi Cantor

Wednesdays /i OOpm /: 30 m

In person - begins January 18, 202
( p?nstructor?Rabbl Cantor )

Understanding Hebrew is the key to
experiencing the richness of Jewish prayer.
Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way teaches
the Hebrew found in all Jewish prayerbooks.
Designed for students who can read Hebrew
____words but do not know what they mean, this

text explains grammar so simply that the
‘non-academic community can easily
understand it.

RSVP by January 11, visit www. bethelyardle_y org, click &
wsy on Prayerbook Hebrew The Eas My graphic. Purchase
% Prayer ook Hebrew The Easy Way prlor to class. '

: For more mformatlon email adulted@bethelyardley org.

A_Y‘l (Gt U

Bring an item(s) to give to -
Need a ride? , i Beth El's food bank.
Contact Barbara@bethelyardley.org or call the office.> - &:ﬁéﬂf v ssiiom s

Non members donatlons are encouraged. Z * Breeidast iinics (powdoror® el

liquid) |
; \ —— f‘\_/ / \\ )) ‘\ ,-\ \K// eﬂa;!sfood formula, duaper 7 ‘\
) Y‘\\( \\\ A DS ///’Z- \’ '\\T\\ l n\/ N\ '\ Z VPPN ////‘

X
Lll?lu Congregatlon 375 Stony Hill Road « Yardley, PA 19067

BethEl 215-493-1707 « www.BethElYardley.org
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Trope (Torah Chant)

Wednesdays, 7:45pm - 8:30pm & Week session
(In person - Begins January 18, 2023)
Instructor: Rabbi Cantor

In the ancient synagogue, the person honored with an
Aliyah didn’t just say the blessings over the reading of the
Torah. In the same way that one says a blessing before
performing an action, the person invited to read said a
blessing over their reading. But when many people could
no longer read their Torah portion for themselves, the
Torah Reader was invited to read the portion for them, and
that is the practice today.

If you can read Hebrew, you can read Torah. Join me on
Wednesday evenings to learn to read the Torah for yourself
and for others, and to enhance your enjoyment of the
Torah service.

RSVP b¥ January 11, visit www.bethelyardley.org, click on
Trope (Torah Chant) graphic. Purchase Chanting the
Hebrew Bible prior to class.

For more information, email adulted@bethelyardley.org.

Food Bk
«t
Beth JI ,‘

Bring an item(s) to give to
Beth El's food bank.

Student Edition

e Boxes of cereal
e Canned tuna, salmon, and

d H d ? chicken
N ee a rl e . Breakfast drinks (powder or

@ Contact Barbara@bethelyardley.org or call the office. = - :%me formula, diapers.

Non-members donations are encouraged.

@
i:‘l::ajj Congregation 375 Stony Hill Road « Yardley, PA 19067
<4 Beth El 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org
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For the literary omnivore who likes to graze
Next Meeting Will Be in Person (we hope)
Sunday, January 29, 10:30am

Some of the Items Discussed at Our Last Meeting:

WHO BY FIRE

Who By Fire, Leonard Cohen in the Sinai, by Matti Friedman. Hot off the presses, a great book by the

well-known Israeli author of such best sellers as The Aleppo Codex and Spies of No Country. It brings

to life not only the little-known story of Leonard Cohen’s visit to the Israeli front lines during the 1973
4 Yom Kippur war, but also the broader picture of the war itself and its lasting impact on Israelis. An

4] absolute must-read for anyone who’s a fan of the late singer/poet, as well as for anyone who cares about

CHRISTINE PRIDE

an0 JO PI

{

il Israel.

Jewish Women’s History from Antiquity to the Present is a rich collection of 21 essays by
various authors analyzing the history of Jewish women through the ages. This is one of the
textbooks used by Beth El’s own treasure, Harriet Freidenreich, in a course she is currently
teaching, called Rethinking Jewish Women’s History. Classes meet at Beth El on Wednesdays at
10:00am. The classes are also recorded and available on the Beth Adult Education Archives page.

We Are Not Like Them, a novel by Christine Pride and Jo Piazza. Set in Philadelphia, this book tells
the story two women, best friends since childhood, one black (Riley) and one white (Jen). Their
friendship is tested when Jen’s husband, who is a Philadelphia police officer, shoots an unarmed black
teenager. Riley, who is a news anchor on a local TV station, “wrestles with the implications of this
tragic incident for her Black community, her ambitions, and her relationship with her lifelong friend,”
according to the Amazon description. Recommended by our reviewers.

36 Righteous Men, a novel by Steven Pressfield. A dystopian murder mystery by the well-known
author of action/adventure stories set in ancient Greece and Persia. The “MacGuffin” on which the plot
turns and which makes the book interesting is the Jewish legend of the hidden Righteous Men, the 36
who protect the world from destruction. According to our reviewer, it’s an entertaining page-turner for
about three-quarters of the book, after which it gets into supernatural mumbo-jumbo that was not to our

N reviewer’s taste. Overall, however, she believes it’s good read.
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1| | Death of the Black Widow, by James Patterson and J. D. Barker. The latest thriller from
R

\\
ONEI

| DANIEL
the publishing empire that is James Patterson. No Jewish content; however, a fun read for L
] fans of the genre. Our reviewer also recommends the brand new installment in the saga of
Mossad agent Gabriel Allon, now retired. It’s called Portrait of an Unknown Woman, by
Daniel Silva. As usual, agent Allon wants nothing more than a quiet retirement, “when the
eccentric London art dealer Julian Isherwood asks [him] to investigate the circumstances
I8 surrounding the rediscovery and lucrative sale of a centuries-old painting.” As faithful
Wl Silva readers would expect, Allon “is [inevitably] drawn into a deadly game of cat and
mouse where nothing is as it seems.”

SPLENDID
VILE @ The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance During the Blitz, by Erik
@ Larson. Another great read from the prolific non-fiction author of such gems as In the Garden of
S Beasts, Dead Wake, Devil in the White City, and many more. This volume deals mostly with
ERIK Winston Churchill’s actions during World War II. Highly recommended by our reviewer.

LARSON

kX k% K ). 68 € **** The U.S. and the Holocaust, a three-part documentary currently streaming on PBS.
By weaving together heart-wrenching footage of individual tragedy and a few grace
notes of uplifting survival, this documentary illuminates, story by story, the
enormity and horror of the murder of six million Jews during WWII. There is also

Il's i | some overdue coverage of the efforts of anti-Semitic State Department officials to
| keep the truth of what was happening in Europe from reaching the American public

HERSIMOCSIISI ) (6 sabotage efforts to rescue the refugees.

Did you miss a program? No worries.

ARC HIVE S We have them recorded for you. Visit www.bethelyardley;
click on the “Archives” tab or click on the “Learn”

tab for the Adult Education Archives.
Anything underlined is a link to a video. Enjoy!
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Holiday Programming Committee

Thank you to the Holiday Programming Committee, volunteers, and over 55 participants who made the
Hanukkah Hoopla event on December 21st a tremendous success! There were crafts and games for children,
adult learning with Rabbi Cantor, and a community-wide Hanukkiah candle lighting with a sing along, followed
by sufganiyot and latkes. Congratulations to Sarene Julin and Whitney Bunin, they won the dreidel estimation
contest!

The Holiday Programming Committee is collaborating with the Israel Committee to host a free event for Tu
B’Shevat on Sunday, February 5, 2023 at 9:15 AM. Plan to join us for a traditional seder with fruit and nuts.

Plans are also being made for our Purim celebration on Monday evening, March 6, 2023, when the Megillah
will be read.

If you have any ideas or would like to participate in some way, please contact us at:
holidayprogramming@bethelyardley.org

Sandie Hirsch
Shelli Krevitz
Co-Chairs Holiday Programming Committee

Hanukkah Hoopla Event

" Share Shabbat Share Shabbat Dinner Testimonials

Dinner

On December 9, 2022, Congregation Beth El members gathered at Linda and Ken
Greenberg’s home to welcome in Shabbat and greet new friends. Below are some
_ testimonials from participants.

For additional testimonials, visit www.bethelyardley.org, ENGAGE.

We had the pleasure of attending the home of Linda and Ken Greenberg for Share Shabbat. It was so much

fun! Linda and Ken were gracious hosts; they followed Shabbat traditions, and Linda's a marvelous

cook. We met two other couples who added to the enjoyment: Lisa and Gary Erwin, and Joan and Barry

Kritz. Each of the guests contributed a delicious part of the dinner. (As a matter of fact, Gary brought two of

his extraordinary homemade challahs!) Marc and I joined Beth El just before the Holidays. We've been

blessed to be able to participate in quite a few activities, but the Share Shabbat was the most enriching of all!
-Sherri Twer and Marc Fishbein

Just a quick note to let you know how much Gary and I enjoyed getting together with fellow Beth EIl
members to share a memorable Shabbat dinner. Linda and Ken (and of course, Abigail!) were such
gracious hosts, and as new members to the congregation, we felt like we were getting together with old
friends. We look forward to participating and hosting in the future.

-Lisa and Gary Erwin


mailto:holidayprogramming@bethel.org
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Shabbat Luncheon
Saturday, January 21, 2023

Guest Speaker: Kizzy Wright, Pantry Ministry Leader of Bread of Life Food Pantry
Community Baptist Church Bristol Borough
(during services)
RSVP visit www.bethelyardley.org

iy

‘Share Shabbat

Dinner -

Share Shabbat Dinners are times when congregants open up their
homes to host other Beth ELl families for a Shabbat dinner.

The host family prepares the main entree (vegetarian/dairy dinner)
while their guests bring agreed upon accompaniments.

The Share Shabbat committee members assign guests to hosts,
making an effort to introduce Beth El families/couples to each other.
This helps to create a better sense of community for all members.

Become a host or come as a guest.

March 10

Frida ‘ 7 ]

RSVP by February 26; call Susan Strouse,
215-355-8999 or visit www.bethelyardley.org;
click on Share Shabbat graphic. Save the date for
the next Share Shabbat Dinner, April 28.

For more information email:

Shareshabbatdinner@bethelyardley.org

@

é 6 €460 -
I:ll_,_‘%:JJ Cong regation 375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067
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ShopRite, McCaffrey's or Giant g
.we have gift cards for you! Sgpfzood

W v ' L at Congagaton ek &1 Sk Cory

IWagstoboye

yourgrocery . ¢ ¢
giftcards o °
v L
@
You get the full value of
gour gift cards at $100
- denomination!
= The store gives back 5%
on each $100 to Beth €l
/ o extra money comes
t-Click hgm to porchase yoor gift Select how you want to out of your pocket!
cards onie. | receive your gift cards:
Visit wwwbethelgardlegorg; click on , You wil makea big
engage clck on srip grocery gt PkwpatBethel impact on our
oars -Arrange for us to deliver fndrasing effrt!
2- Come nto Beth £l and purchase them them personally for
inperson limited time onlg)

3-Call the synagogue office 215-4931707

Congregation

Beth EI

You may use Venmo to pay for scrip: @Sisterhood-BethEl or www.venmo.com/u/Sisterhood-BethEl


http://www.venmo.com/u/Sisterhood-BethEl

Sisterhood

TUNN %ggxgglg into

Earns 14% Earn 7% -
back back Earn 4.5%

VA ©ATHLETA

girectY ¥

BANANA REPUBLIC

@ Gap Inc,

Earn 6%
back

Earn 3% Earn 2.5%
back WHOLE back
1 300)

SIGNIUPHIODAY!Y ¢ LT 11 8+ )11 BS{SterAood ofBeth El EnrollmentCoden & ¢ -/ : v 2]
. Weare enrolledin ‘Ulfjﬁs)urwlsﬂm? ofithe Iy
gift-cards only(e gift cardsiwilllbe emailed toyou directly): No'otherkind of orders will'be | processed:

An Oneg is a lovely way td 'N I RODuC'NG
LA 1 |
honor Someone you love, to
celebrate an upcoming
Simcha, or to remember a

loved one in a Special way. Beth E]. SiStGI‘hOOd
1t's a great way to mark a
special event: birth,

engagement, wedding,

anniversary, birthday, r\
graduation, or the return tg
good health. R )

—

AS a recognition SH B B ' Q
SPO'nSOI‘. your name
and dedication will be f f)

read from the bima.
You will be helping to

celebrate Shabbat with ( ~ )
the warmth and sense
of community that are

characteristic of our

B (- ReServe your Oneg)! \\

Your next simcha is
around the corner!

The coSt of SponSoring

e b https://wwwbethelyardley.org/sisterhood-beth-el. html
e

Please email siSterhood@bethelyardley.org or call
the office 215-493-1707 x4 to reServe your Oneg




Men’s Club

Join the Men's club on
Thursday., January 12

£:09pm

* Kk Kk *x Kk Kk %k

4432 E Bristol Road Feasterville Trevose, PA

/ BILLIARDS

*  After virtual evening minyan (7:30pm). *
$7 per hour & BYOB

For more information, contact Scott Kravitz, mensclub@bethelyardley.org.
6 060

¢ 06
HEJJ Congregation 375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067
5 Beth EI 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org
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Men’s Club
Torah on Tap

Join the Men’s Club and Rabbi Cantor while enjoying
spirits and discussing the latest topics.

Thursdays
uary 19 & February 16

& - 4.q s srs»

12
é\ Topic TBD

) (Will meet at Continental

Tavern in Yardley unless

otherwise noted)

For more information and to get involved with Men's Club,
email mensclub@bethelyardley.org.

606 6 €460 .
l}‘ﬁ{’JJ BCO"'E 'Elgat'o" 375 Stony Hill Road - Yardley, PA 19067
et 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org
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The Giving Factory

Thank you to all of our generous donors. This photo is only a portion of the clothing received. Your
generosity will go a long way to address clothing insecurity for needy children in the Philadelphia and
Camden County area. Watch for the dates of our next collection this Spring.

DRIVERS NEEDED

ADDITIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED FOR VERY A
ADORABLE 4 YEAR OLD AFGHAN BOY

As part of our work with the Bucks County Interfaith Coalition for Refugee Resettlement, (BCICRR) several
Congregation Beth El volunteers have been providing support for an Afghan family that fled Kabul last year when
the country fell to the Taliban.

The four-year-old boy is now attending Head Start preschool in Morrisville five days a week from 9:00am - 2:50pm
and is driven to school every day accompanied by his aunt. WE ARE IN NEED OF ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS TO
DRIVE HIM, ESPECIALLY FOR PICK UP IN THE AFTERNOON! For afternoon driving, volunteers pick up the child's
aunt at their apartment off Makefield Road, travel 5-7 minutes to the preschool to pick up the child and then drop
them both off at home. The family provides a car seat. Criminal and child abuse background checks are very simple,
quick to procession-line and are free. We have a Sign-Up Genius to organize the driving and volunteers sign up as
their schedule allows.

Any questions, contact Debbie Wachspress at debwachspress@gmail.com. To sign up, visit https://www.bcicrr.org/

Help us feed the hunery in our community. .
gy FOOD

NN DONATION
Ne

“And the work of tzedakah shall bring peace.” Isaiah 32:17 ; T

4
The Social Action Committee is pleased to be partnering with the Community Baptist Church in Bristol
Borough to collect food for their on-site pantry. Due to sky-rocketing food prices people who never depended on
assistance are now frequenting the pantry, including adults with children. The pantry receives support from several sources and
opens their doors to the community every Wednesday and Sunday. Documentation of need is not required. Items in highest
demand are canned fish and chicken, boxed cereals, instant Carnation breakfast drinks, baby food, diapers, and wipes.
Collection boxes are located in the Beth El coat room across from the main office. If you have food to donate and cannot get it to
the synagogue, email us at socialaction@bethelyardley.org and we will arrange for a pick up at your home. Please check
expiration dates of previously purchased items before donation.

You can also order food online and have it shipped directly to Beth El. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
1s/11H6C83Q904B4?ref =wl_share. This link is also useful for identifying items in greatest need. Donations of scrip gift cards to
local grocery stores are also appreciated; they will be used by the pantry to stock items that are in short supply. To purchase a gift
card for the pantry, please contact Barbara Schwartz at barbara@bethelyardley.org or call the synagogue office at 215-493-1707
x4.

We are extremely interested in opportunities to partner with other local groups such as Girl and Boy Scouts, professional
associations, local businesses, and others to increase our food collections. If you are interested in assisting, please email us at
socialaction@bethelyardley.org. Thank you to committee members Debbie Sokol, Rachael Oring, and Ruth Laks for spearheading
this effort!



mailto:debwachspress@gmail.com
https://www.bcicrr.org/get-involved
https://www.bcicrr.org/get-involved
mailto:socialaction@bethelyardley.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/11H6C83Q904B4?ref_=wl_share
mailto:barbara@bethelyardley.org
mailto:socialaction@bethelyardley.org
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Let’s Gel Cooking

Tuescdays at 4:00pm

January 10 February 21 March 14
April 25 May 16

Join us in the Beth El kitchen.
NO experience required. Come spend an hour
or two and help prepare nutritious, kosher
meals for homebound seniors.

For more information contact:
Beth Sadoff at bjaws999@gmail.com
or 215-208-8006

c -
t‘l:éijj Congregation 375 Stony Hill Road » Yardley, PA 19067
Beth EI 215-493-1707 - www.BethElYardley.org
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Spotlight on Roz Kleiman, member since 1954

Roz Kleiman celebrated her 100" Birthday this year. A true milestone.

How did she decide to join Beth EI?

Roz and her family, husband and two children under three years of age, moved to Levittown in
1954. Rosalyn worked outside the home as a manager/receptionist at a dental office for 46 years.
The area was being developed for young families who needed affordable housing. One day shortly
after moving in and getting settled in her new home there was a knock on the door from a member
of Levittown Jewish Center. Rosalyn and her husband joined and started to recruit other new
families.

What was her memorable moment at Beth EI?
The Membership Committee created a series of house visits, bringing a welcome basket. They
also put on a skit which ended with, “Better a Friend Nearby than a Relative Far Away.”

What were some of her roles at Beth EI?

Over the years Rosalyn became chair of the Membership Committee, a Vice President of the
Congregation, held the office of Sisterhood President and sat on the board of Galilee Village.
She was also honored by the congregation as a “Woman of the Year.”

What are her favorite holidays and traditions?
Roz’s favorite holidays are Passover and Thanksgiving. Even though she does not cook anymore,
she will make the sweet potatoes.

We at Beth El feel honored to have Rosalyn as a long time member and will be honoring her on

January 21, 2023 at our next Lunch and Learn event.

Rosalyn has been widowed for 30 years. She still drives and takes care of her home. She would
love to meet you all and share Shabbat with her Beth El family.

Welcome to our new section of The Shofar! If you would like to be interviewed, please call
the office, 215-493-1707 x4 or email membership@bethelyardley.org.
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Spotlight on Cara Davis, member

Cara’s parents, Michelle and Alan Z’l, Flash, moved from Brooklyn to New Hope with

| Cara when she was fourteen years old. They searched for a synagogue that would feel like
‘home.” In 2000, they discovered Beth El and quickly felt comfortable at Beth El with the

' traditional Shabbat Services while being egalitarian. She liked being able to have an
Aliyah and always felt Beth El was warm and inviting and eager to include their family. Cara was a regular at Beth
El with her parents and that is what helped her become an active member. Cara has always had a connection to her
Judaism. When she married Marshal in 2017, Rabbi Gruenberg officiated. They also used Cara’s Cantor from
Brooklyn, who performed Cara’s baby naming and helped her become a Bat Mitzvah. Cara’s husband, Marshal, has
also started building his own connections with Beth El. Cara wants her children, Maya, Jacob, and Alison to have
the same connection to Beth El as she does. Jacob and Alison were both named at Beth El and Maya is currently in
the Hebrew School.

What is her most memorable moment at Beth EI?

Cara’s connection is through her father. Cara remembers going to evening minyan with her father, especially after her
grandfather passed away. Her dad was always fixing and checking in on things in the building to see if anything
needed repairs. There is no single room at Beth El that she cannot feel close to her dad.

How has she stayed connected to Beth El over all these years?

Now that Cara has children, she feels it is important to get involved and participate, especially in FJLC
holiday programming. She also became more involved in the Membership Committee and even steppedinto the
role of Chair of the Membership Committee.

What were some of her roles at Beth EI?

Cara was always involved in Beth El. She helped her mom with Sisterhood in the gift shop, which included going to
trade shows to buy merchandise and creating the displays in the gift shop. Cara also taught in the FJLC (6” grade)
and ran Kadima for two to three years.

What is/was her favorite tradition at Beth EI?
Cara remembers the holiday of Purim at Beth El being a lot of fun. Purim was always a full house and everyone
dressed in costume; it was very social.

What is her favorite holiday/tradition?
Cara always loved Passover because everyone is around one table and it is the one time of the year everything
shuts down and everyone is focused on the same thing: everyone is on the same page, literally and figuratively.

What is her favorite memory?

Prior to Share Shabbat Dinner everyone used to take turns hosting dinners. They would get together at
member’s homes for break-the-fast, too. “Members became our family. We wouldn’t only get together for
Jewish Holidays. The Shul community became our extended family.”

Cara was so proud of how Beth EI came together when her father died and how they were able to have the
funeral at Beth El. She felt that it was the perfect “send-off” for her father, who had put so much into Beth El.

What type of program, event, class etc. would you like to see at Beth EI?

Cara would like to see more opportunities for people to socialize and have fun together. She remembershaving a
casino night. Cara is looking for more ways to socialize and develop relationships with other members of Beth
El. To learn more about the Membership Committee, contact Cara at Membership@bethelyardley.org.
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> < Every hand helps 2 %
=

CHESED
CCOMMUNITY-:

Chesed is the Hebrew word for "kindness." It is also
commonly translated as "loving-kindness," or "love."

' : ( Chesed is central to Jewish ethics and Jewish theology.

Beth El's Chesed Community is here for you! Each
member of Congregation Beth Elis a vital part of our
caring commmunity. We gladly share in each other's
simnchas and seek to be supportive of one another when
we are experiencing challenges in our lives.

We are always looking for more volunteers to:

*Cook ameal *Help in a Shiva home

* Pick up something at the supermarket
*Drive someone to a doctor’'s appointment
*Drive someone to synagogue for services

Any way you can help, we are grateful for your time.

Contact the office to volunteer or
if you need assistance:

215-493-1707 x4 email barbara@bethelyardley.org
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Mazel Tov fto...

« Barbara Saltzmann in honor of the birth of her granddaughter, Brynn Hannah.
« Lynn & Ben Lubing in honor of the birth of their granddaughter, Brynn Hannah.
« Happy 100th Birthday to Roz Kleiman.

« Mazel Tov to Dr. Andrew Braverman who successfully defended his doctoral dissertation
(Doctor of Management in Strategic Leadership, DMgt) from Thomas Jefferson University.*

*Mazel Tov Mondays are a great way to share your simcha with your Beth EI Family. Email all Mazel Tov
Monday submissions to barbara@bethelyardley.org by 9:00am on Sunday morning.
All good news will be shared on Monday mornings.

Your simcha may also be placed in the Friday Weekly email in the “About Our Members” section if
the information is received by Thursday, 10:00am.

Owr Cammeandy Sewas ttecr Dected? Candatonced 2. . .

Judith Snyder on the passing of her brother-in-law, Howard Lichtenstein, z’.

A
-

+ Gloria Mittleman & Family on the passing of her husband, Edwin Mittleman, Z'I.

Mike (Shanna) Jelen on the passing of his father, Sam Jelen, z’l; grandfather of
Rileigh, Casey and Skylar.

*

+ Condolences to The Shavel Family on the passing of Congregation Beth El
member, Mike Shavel, Z’.

To make a donation visit www.bethelyardley.org or fill out and mail
the form at the back of the newsletter.
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We are looking for a few good
In person & Virtual Minyaneers

Congregation Beth El holds both morning and evening minyan
services open to our members and friends in the community.
We invite you to join us and become a regular volunteer. Take
some time from your busy day or week to pray with friends and
neighbors, and be there to support a person saying
kaddish or in a period of mourning.

It’s a mitzvah...it’s good for you and it’s good for
our community.

Daily Morning Services: (in person only)
Monday - Friday at 7:00am
8:00am on holidays

Sunday at 8:00am

Daily Evening Services: (virtual only)
Monday - Thursday at 7:30pm
Sunday at 7:30pm

For more information call the synagogue office,
215-493-1707 x4.

Join us virtually, visit: www.bethelyardley.org; click on
the Virtual Beth El icon.
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Termite & Pest Control, Inc
WE LEAVE BUGS NO PLACE TO HIDE *

Newtown Termite and Pest Control
~ Serving our Neighborhoods for 30 years

1-800-921-PEST (7378)
215-579-7378
www.newtownpestcontrol.com

G

GOLDEN SLIPPER

In Bucks County

Enrichment classes for older adults
Golden Slipper Gems is a Jewish
non-profit that offers inexpensive

university-quality courses on a variety of
topics including music, history, theater,
Israel, politics.

For more information contact:
Greta Wrigley
Program Director Bucks County
Golden Slipper Gems
(267) 984-0722
gwrigley@goldenslipper.org

amazon

Shop at AmazonSmile
and Amazon will make a donation to:

Congregation Beth El

Simply Go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/
23-1538398
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withum™

ADVISORY TAX AUDIT

engage the community

Withum proudly supports Congregation Beth El for fostering an atmosphere of
family within the congregation and unity in the community.

Visit withum.com to see how we support the communities in which we work and live.

withum.com
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NADINE SIMANTOV & CO
IS CONSIDERED
“UNORTHODOX”

BECAUSE THE RESULTS WE GET ARE
EXTRA-ORDINARY!
PLATINUM AWARD WINNING TEAM
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P #\" -\
NADINESIMANTOY
CCOMPANY

KELLERWILLIAMS
REAL ESTATE

MOBILE 215858-2068
OFFICE 2157576100 EXT 126
EMAIL NADINESIMANTOV@GMAIL.COM

WWW.NADINESIMANTOVANDCOMPANY.COM

44

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS- IN YOUR HOME, OFFICE, OR
TEMPLE—FOR OVER 50 YEARS- CERTIFIED KOSHER

H

:
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MEAT - CHICKEN - FISH
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R

\ -
» KOSHERWINE = prick oven pizza
SECTION Now

OPENED! y
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[PROMOS:view couron coes onune

5% OFF FREE DELIVERY
MONDAY ORDERS | ON TUESDAY ORDERS

Leave behind a gift that your family could never repay

Pre-planning a juneral is a gijt.

Gt G

Providing funeral counseling and pre-need arrangements

www.GoldsteinsFuneral.com

215-927-5800 * 1-800-622-6410
For deaf and hard of hearing: 267-331-4243 (Sorenson VP)

©e®®
Caring. Committed. Compassionate.



THANK YOU FOR THESE DONATIONS FROM 10/29/2022 - 12/23/2022 45

The Schwarz-Kurz-Zeller
Adult Education Institute Fund

In Appreciation of:
Adult Education
Mark Weinstein

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Arleen & Bill Barisa

Joan Garber

Amy & Matt Julin

Rose & Michael Koretsky

Carol Benderson-Lighter & Stuart Lighter
Marilyn & Allen Stein

May & Arthur Berger

Building Fund
For the Yahrzeit of:
David Rosenthal
Carol & Gary Rosenthal

In Appreciation of:
Anonymous donor

In Honor of:
Mazel Tov to Lynn & Ben Lubing on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Brynn Hannah

Harriet & Phil Freidenreich

Roz Kleiman's 100th birthday
Narcy Nardine

In Memory of:
Barbara Lefkoe

Trudie Solarz

Edwin Mittleman
The Fierverker Family
Donna & John D’Amico
Barbara Elson
Harriet & Phil Freidenreich
Grace Jacob
Shelley & Arnold Rosenberg
Carol & Gary Rosenthal
Michelle & Michael Weinberg
Sandra & Norman Wruble

Cook for a Friend Fund

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Sandra Hirsch

Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College

Outreach Program Fund
For the Yahrzeit of:
Curt Rothbard
Janet & Norman Marinoff

Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College

Outreach Program Fund
(continued)

For the Yahrzeit of:
Curt Rothbard
Janet & Norman Marinoff

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Jessica Marinoff & Jim Charatan
Deborah & Steven Lubin

Janet & Norman Marinoff

Sara Pollock

Margie & Jacob Wellerstein

Robyn Morasch’s mother
Janet & Norman Marinoff

In Honor of:
Birth of Drew Edison Charatan, grandson of Janet &
Norman Marinoff
Gloria Mittleman
Debra & Daniel Wachspress
Margie & Jacob Wellerstein
Tina Leifer-Rettig & Michael Rettig

Roz Kleiman’s 100t birthday
Sara Pollock

Fierverker Jewish Learning
Community (FJLC) Fund

In Memory of:
Bernard Friedman, Rebecca Good’s father

Rabbi Robert Albert
Barbara Augello
Joan & Marc Hendel

Edwin Mittleman
Milton Berger
Eileen & Elliot Berkman
Jill & Glenn Borochaner
Rebecca & Ken Good
Karen & Joseph Lewin
Marlene Gordon

In Honor of:
Birth of Barbara Saltzmann’s granddaughter, Brynn Hannah
Linda Schwartz

Happy Chanukah
Leslie Sherry

Golda Meir Religious
Books & Articles Fund

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Joan Rubin-Kritz

In Honor of:
Having an Aliyah
Robyn & Eric Fishbein
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Morning Minyan Fund

For the Yahrzeit of:
Lillian Fanning, Ellen’s mother
Ellen & David Weiss

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Arnold Goldstein

Judith & Stephen Minsky
Rachael & Richard Oring
Phyllis & Laurence Schachter
Joan Zuckerman

Howard Lichtenstein, Judith Snyder’s brother-in-law
Arthur Cohn

Oring Family Hesed Fund

In Honor of:
Roz Kleiman’s 100t birthday
Cara & Leon Weissman

Perez Youth Scholarship Fund for Jewish Camps

& USY Programs
In Honor of:

Roz Kleiman’s 100th birthday
Irv Rosenberg

In Memory of:
Harvey Rosen

Jean Snyder

Edwin Mittleman
Jean Snyder
Bonnie, Ariel, Jason, Erica and Alana Abrams

Shabbat & Holiday Luncheon Fund in

Honor of Phil & Harriet Freidenreich
For the Yahrzeit of:
Lily Jacob
Grace Jacob

In Honor of:

Phil Freidenreich’s 75t birthday
Juliette Harvey
Judith Kronick

In Honor of:
Lewis’s birthday
Galina Sakhnovich & Lewis Rose

Prayer Book Fund

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Mickey Dickler

Phyllis Donner

Raizel & Steve Feifer

Sherry & Randy Flager

Melissa & Jeffrey Freedman
Juliette Harvey

Tina Leifer-Rettig & Michael Rettig
Ruth & Jerry Schapira

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor of:
Tom Moore
Kehillah Fund of the Jewish Community Center of
Greater Mercer

Nathaniel’s Bar Mitzvah
Julie & Andrew Stone

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Helen Mashbaum
Eva & Harvey Samachson

Rhoda & Morris Volk Camp Ramah
Scholarship Fund

In Honor of:
Birth of Yogev Moshe Kaner
Caren & Nathan Bosk

In Memory of:
Edwin Mittleman

Caren & Nathan Bosk
Lynne & David Goldberg

Yizkor/Yahrzeit Fund

For the Yahrzeit of:
Ruth Elson
Helen Elson

My father, Chaim Fleisher
Denah Heller

Faina V. Rose
Galina Sakhnovich & Lewis Rose

ij Donations may be made online.

Visit www.bethelyardley.org
or call the office, 215-493-1707 x4.
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Thankful for Rooks

Honor someone you know by donating a book to the Beth El library
through the Fierverker Jewish Learning Community (FJLC)
sponsored by the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).

Donate a book for any occasion!
Birthdays B'nai Mitzvah  Anniversaries Baby Naming and more!

All money donated to this fund benefits the advancement of Jewish education
for FILC (PreK through 7th grade).

A special book plate will be placed in one of our library books
to be shared with the community.

Suggested donations are $18.00.
Members: Log into to your member portal to make a donation.
All credit card transactions will incur a 2.9% fee.

Visit www.bethelyardley.org; click on the PTO tab under “ENGAGE”
or call the office, 215-493-1707 x4.
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The Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat and Festivals
The Siddur Lev Shalem has all the prayers and psalms with
commentary, spiritual reflections and historical background for
some of the readings.

The Mahzor Lev Shalem for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
The Mahzor Lev Shalem’s running commentary presents both a
historical overview and insight into the meaning of prayers. Many

readings focus on spiritual issues and tikkun olam, as well as
reflections, stories and quotes.

The Etz Hayim Chumash
HD:\\W The Etz Hayim is a joint venture with the Rabbinical Assembly, the United
e Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, and the Jewish Publication Society. It features
English translation, Hebrew text, essays on key themes by prominent Conservative
movement rabbis and scholars, Haftarot and commentary.

Siddur Lev Shalem/Mahzor Lev Shalem/Etz Hayim Chumash

Please print legibly:
Donor’s Name:
(How you want your name to appear on the bookplate)

Phone: Email:

| wish to donate (check one or all that apply):
#Siddur Lev Shalem X $54 (each) = circle one: Home use or donate to Beth El
#Mahzor Lev Shalem X $54 (each) circle one: Home use or donate to Beth El
#Etz Hayim Chumash X $54 (each) circle one: Home use or donate to Beth El

BOOK PLATE DEDICATION INFORMATION

In memory of (name):

In honor of (name/occasion for honor):

Please use a separate piece of paper for additional book plate donations. Mail your check with this form to
Congregation Beth El 375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, PA 19067 ATTN: Siddur/Mahzor
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Tree of Life: Honor a birthday, anniversary, wedding, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or any other happy occasion with an
engraved leaf on our tree of life for $180 or a boulder for $750.

Donation Cards: Our donation cards are a wonderful way to recognize important life - cycle events, extend wishes for
speedy recovery or show your appreciation for someone’s kindness and help fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah. There are two
different cards to choose from a beautiful menorah card ($15) and a colorful picture of three of our Torot ($25).* Your gift
can also be designated to one of the funds below. Contributions may be made online at www.bethelyardley.org, by
contacting the office, 215-493-1707 x4 or mailing in the form below. Donations under $15 will no longer receive a card.*

Book Dedications: There are also opportunities to have a bookplate placed on the back of the front cover of a Siddur
(prayer book) or Mahzor (High Holiday Prayer Book) - any time someone opens the book, they will learn of your donation:
Prayer Book, $54; High Holiday Mahzor, $54, Etz Hayim Chumash, $54. See page 36.

Memorial (Yahrzeit) Plaques: Among the customs to help us with loss and bereavement is the commemoration of a loved
one on a Yahrzeit plaque. These plaques, which are affixed to a special memorial board in our Chapel, are an expression
of love and devotion. The plaque will be mounted on our Yahrzeit board in perpetuity, Each year you will receive a notice of
the date of the Yahrzeit, it will be announced during our Shabbat Services, and the plaque will be lit in memory of your
loved one for a full month. The cost is $750 for members and $900 for non-members. Contact the office to receive a form.

Cemetery Plots: Beth El owns plots at King David Memorial Park in Bensalem. Call the office for further details and pricing
information or contact Michael Weinberg at 215-801-4929.

CONGREGATION BETH EL DONATION FORM

Enclosed is my gift of $ (Menorah Card $15, Torah Card $25+; donations under $15 will no longer receive
cards)
___Morning Minyan Fund
__Adult Education Fund __ Oring Family Hesed Fund
__Building Fund ___Perez Youth Scholarship Fund for Jewish Camps
__ Cook for a Friend Project Fund & USY Programs
__Eric J. Marinoff Memorial College Outreach Program Fund ~ __ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
__Fierverker Education Fund ___The Rhoda & Morris Volk Camp Ramah Scholarship Fund
__Golda Meir Religious Books & Articles Fund __Lev Shalem Prayer Book Donation or ____ purchase($54 each)
___Fund for Shabbat & Holiday Luncheons ___Lev Shalem Mahzor Donation or ___ purchase ($54 each)
in honor of Phil & Harriet Freidenreich __Etz Hayim Chumash Donation or ___purchase ($54 each)
Recipient Occasion

Recipient Address
Donor Name (s)
Donor Address

| would like more information about:
[] Tree of Life [0 Memorial Plaques ] Cemetery Plots [ Other Ways I Can Give

Mail check payable to: Congregation Beth El 375 Stony Hill Road Yardley, PA 19067
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