
Class Description Teacher Biography Location

HOW CAN WE BLESS GOD? THE MEANING(S) OF BARUKH 

ATTA HASHEM

Every blessing begins with the phrase: Blessed are you, God. What could 

that possibly mean? We will explore the possible understandings of this 

phrase, and focus on the daring messages that underlie this seemingly 

simple phrase.

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer is the President and CEO of the Hadar Institute, and 

a founding gabbai of Kehilat Hadar. Elie holds a doctorate in liturgy, and 

is working on a book on the Weekday Amidah. He just returned (I mean 

Friday) with his family – Lisa Exler, Maytal, Amalya and Yaniv – from a 

year of living in Jerusalem.

Guest Dining 

Hall

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

LIBERTY ON THE TABLETS

Drawing on a well-known midrash, this class will consider a conception of 

political liberty or freedom as consisting in being ruled by just laws as 

opposed to being free of constraint. How might this conception of freedom 

help us think differently about our observance of the commandments as 

liberating, and how might it help us think differently about the meaning of 

political freedom, social justice, and personal liberation?

Rabbi Bill Plevan holds a doctorate in Religion from Princeton 

University where he wrote a dissertation on the German-Jewish 

philosopher Martin Buber. He has taught Jewish philosophy, theology 

and ethics at the Jewish Theological Seminary, Gratz College, Hebrew 

Union College, and in a variety of adult educational settings. He grew up 

in New York City and lives on the Upper West Side with his wife and 

son.

Mini Social 

Hall

TZNIUT: UPON WHOM DOES THE OBLIGATION FOR 

MODESTY FALL? 

Tzniut: In an era when clothing is a personal statement of identity, what 

does the religious imperative of modesty entail? Upon whom does the 

obligation for modesty fall? We'll be looking at sources from a teshuvah of 

the Committee of Jewish Law and Standards that I co-authored on this 

topic. 

Rabbi Ashira Konigsburg is the Director of Operations at the Rabbinical 

Assembly. She earned an MA in Talmud and Rabbinics and Rabbinic 

Ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary. A native of South 

Florida, Ashira spent her undergraduate years at the University of 

Maryland and has spent many summers in a variety of roles at Ramah 

Darom in Georgia, including directing the climbing program. She 

currently serves as a member of the Kehilat Hadar board and steering 

team. She enjoys traveling, hiking and climbing. Find her on Twitter: 

@ashirak.

Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

HOW TO QUESTION AUTHORITY: THE MERITS OF IDOL 

SMASHING

Abraham was the first monotheist. We will examine three stories of 

Abraham’s attempts to convince others of his ideas and will ask: What is 

Abraham's approach with each person? Are his tactics smart or ill-advised? 

Is he successful in his attempts to push back on the mainstream dogma.  

How does a person advocate for something so different, and even 

contradictory to the ideas generally accepted by society?

Rabbi Avi Killip serves as VP of Strategy and Programs at the Hadar 

Institute, where she is also Director of Project Zug. She was ordained 

from Hebrew College’s pluralistic Rabbinical School in Boston. Avi 

holds a Bachelors and Masters from Brandeis University in Jewish 

Studies and Women & Gender Studies.
Mini Social 

Hall

AKDAMUT: HISTORY, FOLKLORE, AND MEANING

Akdamut is everyone’s favorite 90-line Aramaic piyyut, recited on the first 

day of Shavuot, just before the Torah reading. Contrary to popular opinion, 

it is not directly related to the reading of the Ten Commandments. We will 

discover its meanings by tracing its history, which includes the key role of 

a very early Yiddish folktale, whose hero, Rabbi Meir ben Yitzhak Nehorai 

(died c. 1095), happens to be the author of this piyyut.

Jeff Hoffman is an administration member and teaches Liturgy at The 

Academy for Jewish Religion, the oldest Jewish pluralistic seminary in 

the United States. His connection to the Hadar Shavuot Retreat is through 

his son, daughter-in-law, and grandson, Yossi, Maddy, and Ilan Hoffman. Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

SATURDAY AFTER LUNCH   1:30 PM-2:30 PM

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON I:  3:30 PM-4:30 PM

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON II:  4:45 PM-5:45 PM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

THE KEY ROLE OF JOB IN THE EXODUS STORY

As we complete the final day of the Omer, we take one last look at where 

we came from to get here: Egypt.  We will look at some surprising 

midrashim focused on the enigmatic Biblical character of Job and his 

imagined central, even critical role in the Exodus story.  We will read the 

Tanakh closely to get at the origin of these midrashim and then think 

through what their legacy is for how we think about freedom and 

responsibility. 

Rabbi Ethan Tucker is President and Rosh Yeshiva at the Hadar 

Institute and chair in Jewish Law. Ethan also directs Hadar’s Center for 

Jewish Law and Values.  Ethan was ordained by the Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel and earned a doctorate in Talmud and Rabbinics from the Jewish 

Theological Seminary and a B.A. from Harvard College. A Wexner 

Graduate Fellow, he was a co-founder of Kehilat Hadar and a winner of 

the first Grinspoon Foundation Social Entrepreneur Fellowship.  He 

serves on the board of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and the Ramaz 

School.  He is the author, along with Rabbi Micha'el Rosenberg, 

of Gender Equality and Prayer in Jewish Law (2017)

Guest Dining 

Hall

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

SHIMSHON: HERO OR ZERO? 

Explore key moments from the life of Shimshon (Samson) – the last of the 

Judges. Learn how he kills a lion with his bare hands; turns a donkey’s 

jawbone into a lethal weapon; and gets away with never cutting his hair. 

Then YOU be the judge – was Shimshon a Hero or a Zero? A Bruiser or a 

Loser? A Leader or a Cheater? (you get the idea…)

Jessica has been teaching 7th & 8th grade Judaic Studies at the Hannah 

Senesh Community Day School in Brooklyn for 15 years. She helped to 

coordinate the very first Hadar Shavuot Retreat ever and is super excited 

to be back with her husband Jeff and kids Noemi, Charlie, and Eitan.
Canteen

GAME NIGHT FOR TEENS AND KIDS!

Game night will feature just as much candy and excitement as last year, but 

we will have some innovations including new games (Timeline!) and more 

structured opportunities for teen / tween leadership and chances for 

younger kids to play for the team.  Adults are welcome if you can tolerate 

the high volume and energy level.

Ariela attended the first Hadar Shavuot Retreat and has been coming 

back whenever she’s in the U.S. for Shavuot.  She especially enjoys 

parent-child learning and singing opportunities.  She lives in the Bronx 

and would like to thank the organizers for welcoming the non-Manhattan 

families back to Hadar so warmly each year.

Canteen

SATURDAY EVENING COMMUNITY LEARNING   7:15 PM-8:15 PM

SATURDAY EVENING YOUNG TIKKUN (8+) I:  10:10 PM-11:00 PM

SATURDAY EVENING YOUNG TIKKUN (8+) II:  11:10 PM-12:00 AM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

PRAYING FOR OTHER PEOPLE – AL HATZADIKIM

Where do we pray for other people in the amidah, and why? We will focus 

on the blessing “al hatzadikim,” which has a list of different groups we 

want God to show mercy toward. Why those groups? What could they 

mean? How might we understand this blessing in a new light, and what 

impact might that have on our prayer life? Join me as we consider these 

questions together.

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer is the President and CEO of the Hadar Institute, and 

a founding gabbai of Kehilat Hadar. Elie holds a doctorate in liturgy, and 

is working on a book on the Weekday Amidah. He just returned (I mean 

Friday) with his family – Lisa Exler, Maytal, Amalya and Yaniv – from a 

year of living in Jerusalem.

Guest Dining 

Hall

WHAT IS THE AFTERLIFE? THREE JEWISH ANSWERS

What are you hoping for in the afterlife? We will explore this fundamental 

question through three different answers --drawn from three different ways 

of understanding the question. Come with a willingness to dream of the 

world to come, and to ask how those dreams might affect the way we live 

our lives in this world. 

Rabbi Avi Killip serves as VP of Strategy and Programs at the Hadar 

Institute, where she is also Director of Project Zug. She was ordained 

from Hebrew College’s pluralistic Rabbinical School in Boston. Avi 

holds a Bachelors and Masters from Brandeis University in Jewish 

Studies and Women & Gender Studies.

Mini Social 

Hall

SAFE SPACES? : WHAT ONE RABBI’S NEAR ABUSE OF POWER 

CAN TEACH US ABOUT INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNAL 

ACCOUNTABILITY

In this session we will do a close reading of an aggadah from Kiddushin 

81a which tells the tale of Rav Amram Hisda and a group of captives. 

Through this story, we’ll explore power, vulnerability, and the ways in 

which individuals and communities can hold themselves accountable.

Mary Brett Koplen is from Danville, Virginia, but these days she lives 

in New York with her hilarious husband and adorable baby. Mary Brett is 

a rabbinical student at JTS, and she hopes to complete a chaplaincy 

residency after her ordination. Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

FREGT DI VELT AN ALTE KASHE -THE WORLD ASKS AN 

ANCIENT QUESTION

Starting with this most simple folksong first published in 1909, we’ll sing 

our way through Yiddish songs that ask questions.  Some posit answers, 

but all offer food for thought.  We’ll examine convoluted contexts and we'll 

sample songs that capture historical moments, quirky insights into social 

structures, and open ended philosophic depth. Susan Leviton brings her 

passion for digging deep into the treasure trove of Yiddish culture and 

welcomes singers and listeners alike!

Susan Leviton is a Yiddish culture worker and artist, and delights in 

bringing people to surprising Jewish connections by digging deep into 

historic visual and musical expressions and making them fresh.

Jewish 

Heritage 

Center

TIKKUN SESSION I:  11:10 PM-12:10 AM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT: BALANCING DIVINE 

COMMANDS AND FILIAL LOYALTY

What do we do when parents expect things of us that the Torah forbids?  

Are these competing claims that must be balanced, or does one override 

and overwhelm the other?  When is it permitted or required to disrespect a 

parent in order to be faithful to the Torah?  And is it even permitted to 

violate Jewish law in order to honor one's parent?

Rabbi Ethan Tucker is President and Rosh Yeshiva at the Hadar 

Institute and chair in Jewish Law. Ethan also directs Hadar’s Center for 

Jewish Law and Values.  Ethan was ordained by the Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel and earned a doctorate in Talmud and Rabbinics from the Jewish 

Theological Seminary and a B.A. from Harvard College. A Wexner 

Graduate Fellow, he was a co-founder of Kehilat Hadar and a winner of 

the first Grinspoon Foundation Social Entrepreneur Fellowship.  He 

serves on the board of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and the Ramaz 

School.  He is the author, along with Rabbi Micha'el Rosenberg, 

of Gender Equality and Prayer in Jewish Law (2017)

Guest Dining 

Hall

CREATING OUR OWN SHABBAT CANDLE-LIGHTING RITUAL

While Shabbat candle-lighting may seem straightforward, there are actually 

a great variety of practices available to us, including ones that we create for 

ourselves. In this session we will familiarize ourselves with some aspects of 

the history of candle-lighting, deepen our awareness of the connection 

between light and Shabbat, and create a new ritual to enrich our own 

approach. 

Katja Vehlow lives in New York City with her family, and is currently a 

first year rabbinical student at JTS. She grew up in Germany and has 

lived in the UK, Israel, and South Carolina, where she taught Religious 

and Jewish Studies. She loves knitting and mystery novels. Mini Social 

Hall

QUIRKS OF THE JEWISH CALENDAR – RESYNCHRONIZING 

TORAH READINGS WITH ISRAEL

One of the quirks in the Jewish calendar is that the eighth day of Passover, 

in the diaspora, can fall on a Saturday.  When this happens, the Torah 

portion read in Israel is one ahead of the portion read in the diaspora.  

However, in spite of numerous opportunities, the diaspora will not 

resynchronize with Israel until early August – over 3 months after Passover.  

Why this delay?  In the process we’ll learn a mnemonic device that will 

help us understand the alignment of Jewish holidays within a year.  We will 

also learn about rules related to the alignment of weekly Torah portions and 

the Jewish calendar.  Lastly, we will look at what might have changed 

recently that might change the way we resynchronize. WARNING: This 

will involve number crunching, but it will be fun.

Meir Schecter has a degree in mathematics from Johns Hopkins 

University and a degree in Talmudic Law from Ner Israel Rabbinical 

College.  He is currently 92% into his third Daf Yomi cycle. His first job 

was for NASA, where he was involved on the safe return of Apollo XIII.

Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

TIKKUN SESSION II:  12:20 AM-1:20 AM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

JUDAISM IS MORE THAN A RELIGION: CONSIDERING 

HOLINESS AS A FRAME FOR PLURALISTIC JEWISH LIFE IN 

2019

Judaism is often thought of as a “religion.” Still, the majority of self-

identifying Jews are not “religious” in the ritual or even spiritual sense. In 

this session we will discuss how we might reconcile this historical and 

current reality with the mandate “kedoshim tihyu” –“you shall be Holy” 

that covers much of the book of Vayikra (Leviticus) we have just 

completed. We will explore how “holiness” relates to the many points of 

entry available to Jews into Judaism today. 

Uri Cohen is the Executive Director of Hillel at Yale University, and has 

just completed his eighth year as a Hillel Director, including seven years 

at Queens College in New York. Uri’s areas of expertise include 

community building, and pluralism, and facilitating college students (and 

others) finding meaning in Judaism in ways that engage them on their 

own terms. Uri was a long-time member of the Hadar community, and 

currently lives with his family in White Plains, New York. He serves on 

the Board of Temple Israel Center, and is a leader in his local Jewish 

Scouting program. He is also proud to have both attended and taught at 

every single Hadar Shavuot retreat.   

Guest Dining 

Hall

BETWEEN SELF-DOUBT AND SELF-CONFIDENCE – SHAME, 

JOY AND EGO IN TORAH AND RABBINIC THOUGHT

Humans have the capacity to exist in the highest heights of awareness, self-

confidence, satisfaction and joy—and also the capacity to doubt ourselves, 

to question our existence and place in the universe, even to wallow in 

despair.  We will look at passages of Tanach, Rabbinic, Chasidic and 

contemporary sources to see what these texts tell us about this dichotomy, 

about accurate self-appraisal and whether we should strive for one side or 

the other—or attempt to balance on a narrow middle ground.

Adam lives in Washington Heights with his wife Mary Brett and son 

Elijah, who is 10 months old and excited to be a new Hadarnik on his 

first retreat. When not learning Torah or swimming in the lake, Adam is 

general counsel for a media agency in NYC.

Mini Social 

Hall

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

FOUR STRANGE VERSES: UNPACKING THE STORY OF THE 

BRIDEGROOM OF BLOOD 

This short vignette interrupts the exodus narrative. What does it mean, how 

does it fit into the larger narrative, and what can we learn from it? 

Hilana Ezekiel is originally from Bedford Massachusetts (home of the 

oldest battle flag in the country) and has exported a deep love of Dunkin’ 

Donuts and the Patriots to New York. She is a graduate of the Double 

Degree Program between Barnard College and the Jewish Theological 

Seminary where she majored in English and Bible studies. Hilana 

currently teaches high school English in the Bronx.

Guest Dining 

Hall

WHY IS THIS NIGHT MORE GREEK THAN ALL OTHER 

NIGHTS?

There are several links between Seder night and an Ancient Greek 

symposium (drinking party). From the Afikoman being a Greek word to 

drinking multiple cups of wine, many customs and texts link these two 

events. In this class we will examine these links, with some being more 

obscure than others, as we attempt to identify what they have in common, 

why this might be, which one had a greater influence on the other, and to 

what extent they are or are not one and the same thing. We will look at 

parallel texts on these practices but only in English: you don’t need to know 

any ancient Greek!

Daniel is currently a PhD candidate and International Scholar in Classics 

at Fordham University, specializing in Alexander the Great. He taught at 

middle-school and high-school in England for six years between 2010 

and 2016 before moving to New York to teach undergraduates at 

Fordham University while pursuing his PhD. A regular contributor at 

Kehilat Hadar services, Daniel has taught on a variety of topics that link 

Old Testament, Classical and modern themes including flood stories, 

feasts and myths.

Mini Social 

Hall

TIKKUN SESSION III:  1:30 AM-2:30 AM

TIKKUN SESSION IV:  2:40 AM-3:40 AM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

SINGING IN REVELATION

Spend the final hour before sunrise Shacharit singing nigunim, preparing 

ourselves to receive through song.

Deborah Sacks Mintz is the Community Singing Consultant of Hadar’s 

Rising Song Institute, serving as a resource to communities across North 

America and beyond who seek to deepen their practice of empowered 

song and connective prayer. A ba'al tefila and educator,  Deborah has 

served innovative institutions around the country, including Congregation 

Beth Elohim in Brooklyn, the Brandeis Collegiate Institute in Los 

Angeles, and B’nai Jeshurun in Manhattan. As a collaborative musician, 

Deborah can be heard on over a dozen albums and will be releasing her 

first full-length album of original nigunim this coming year.  A Wexner 

Graduate Fellow, Deborah is pursuing rabbinic ordination at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary.

Mini Social 

Hall

HEARING GOD’S VOICE TODAY

What do we mean when we read in the Torah, over and over: “God spoke”? 

How does God speak? Does God speak today like the Torah describes? 

How would we know? On this day of hearing the Revelation anew, we’ll 

discuss ways of understanding how we can hear God’s voice today.

Jeremy is a member of the Kehilat Hadar Steering Team and pursuing a 

PhD in Talmud at JTS. He is a teacher and content manager at Hadar 

Institute and apparently also Retreat co-chair for the 2nd year. Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

TORAH LISHMAH: WHEN LESS IS MORE

While all Torah learning is considered valuable, Torah Lishmah, study for 

its own sake and for the right reasons holds pride of place in Jewish 

thought. But, why is that such an important value and what does it look 

like? In a creative reading of the story of Sarah (then Sarai) and Hagar, her 

maidservant, the great Hassidic master and grandson of the Ba'al Shem 

Tov, the Degel Mahaneh Ephraim, reflects on the tension between quantity 

and quality in the quest for Torah learning. In doing so he exposes some of 

the dangers of learning Torah for the wrong reasons and gives us strategies 

for getting our egos out of the way of our quests for spiritual growth.

Dena Weiss is the Rosh Beit Midrash (Director of Full-time Immersive 

Programs) at the Hadar Institute in NYC where she teaches 

Talmud, Midrash, and Hassidut. She earned her BA in Religious Studies 

from NYU, her Masters in Theology from Harvard Divinity School, and 

is an alum of the Pardes Kollel. This year she is writing and recording 

Hadar's weekly Dvar Torah and podcast; you can sign up to receive them 

at www.hadar.org/denaweiss. 

Guest Dining 

Hall

SUNDAY AFTER LUNCH   1:30 PM-2:30 PM

TIKKUN SESSION V:  3:50 AM-4:50 AM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

WHAT REDEMPTION ARE WE PRAYING FOR?

Redemption is a major theme in the Book of Ruth, which we read on 

Shavuot. It is also the subject of the seventh blessing of the weekday 

amidah. This short blessing has raised questions for hundreds of years. 

What redemption are we asking for? Why is it placed here in the amidah? 

What is its relationship to the blessings around it? We will explore these 

questions together.

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer is the President and CEO of the Hadar Institute, and 

a founding gabbai of Kehilat Hadar. Elie holds a doctorate in liturgy, and 

is working on a book on the Weekday Amidah. He just returned (I mean 

Friday) with his family – Lisa Exler, Maytal, Amalya and Yaniv – from a 

year of living in Jerusalem.

Mini Social 

Hall

PRAYERFUL HARMONY: CREATING AND SUSTAINING A 

MUSICAL KAHAL 

As davening leaders, how can we turn our services into robust communal 

singing spaces? What can we do as davening facilitators to help others in 

our community find their voice as co-creators of group prayer experiences? 

How can we choose melodies that best serve both the text and the folks 

engaging with the text? In this singing-filled session, we'll explore best 

practices and brainstorm effective strategies.

Deborah Sacks Mintz is the Community Singing Consultant of Hadar’s 

Rising Song Institute, serving as a resource to communities across North 

America and beyond who seek to deepen their practice of empowered 

song and connective prayer. A ba'al tefila and educator,  Deborah has 

served innovative institutions around the country, including Congregation 

Beth Elohim in Brooklyn, the Brandeis Collegiate Institute in Los 

Angeles, and B’nai Jeshurun in Manhattan. As a collaborative musician, 

Deborah can be heard on over a dozen albums and will be releasing her 

first full-length album of original nigunim this coming year.  A Wexner 

Graduate Fellow, Deborah is pursuing rabbinic ordination at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary.

Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

ORAL TORAH: LIKE WHEAT OR LIKE BREAD?

In this class we will study the Rabbis different understandings of the 

concept of Torah She’Be Al Pe (Oral Torah) and its relationship to the 

Torah She’Bichtav (The written Torah) that was given at Sinai. As we 

analyze the different approaches, we will be asking ourselves, what is our 

personal role in each approach?  ** THIS IS AN INTER-

GENERATIONAL CLASS - FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH**

Luciana was ordained in 2005 by JTS. She worked for 6 years as a pulpit 

Rabbi in São Paulo Brazil. Now she lives in NYC, where she is working 

on her Doctorate in Talmud and Education and teaching Talmud to 

beginners in different venues, including JTS and the Aleph Program. Mini Social 

Hall

"HOW WERE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS GIVEN?"

We will learn together passages from the Mekhilta, one of our earliest 

collections of midrash, on the Aseret Ha-Dibrot. Come armed with a 

humash (or Torah service packet) and be prepared for some careful 

reading! Translations available but comfort in the original is a plus.

Jeremy is a member of the Kehilat Hadar Steering Team and pursuing a 

PhD in Talmud at JTS. He is a teacher and content manager at Hadar 

Institute and apparently also Retreat co-chair for the 2nd year. Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

THE KISS OF DEATH: A TASTE OF ISRAELI WOMEN'S 

MIDRASH

At the end of their lives, both Moses and Aaron's souls were "taken with a 

kiss"-- Miriam's was not. In the book Dirshuni, a collection of modern 

Israeli women's Midrash, one author paints a picture of Miriam's death that 

in turn offers insights into her life. The session will explore how modern 

feminist commentary brings together texts from Tanach, Bavli, Yirushalmi, 

and classical Midrashim to create a textured picture of the life and death of 

Miriam.

Rabbi Avi Killip serves as VP of Strategy and Programs at the Hadar 

Institute, where she is also Director of Project Zug. She was ordained 

from Hebrew College’s pluralistic Rabbinical School in Boston. Avi 

holds a Bachelors and Masters from Brandeis University in Jewish 

Studies and Women & Gender Studies. Guest Dining 

Hall

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION I:  4:00 PM-5:00 PM

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION II:  5:15 PM-6:15 PM

SUNDAY EVENING COMMUNITY LEARNING   8:15 PM-9:15 PM



Class Description Teacher Biography Location

MAR'IT AYIN: WHAT IS THE VALUE OF KEEPING UP 

APPEARANCES?

In many places, the Halakhah stresses that while an act may be strictly, 

technically permissible, it is prohibited do to how the act 

appears,mar'it ayin. But, why should I care what you think if I know that I 

am right and you are wrong? What about your obligation to judge me 

favorably? In this class we will explore the dimensions of this principle and 

its larger moral applications and implications.

Dena Weiss is the Rosh Beit Midrash (Director of Full-time Immersive 

Programs) at the Hadar Institute in NYC where she teaches 

Talmud, Midrash, and Hassidut. She earned her BA in Religious Studies 

from NYU, her Masters in Theology from Harvard Divinity School, and 

is an alum of the Pardes Kollel. This year she is writing and recording 

Hadar's weekly Dvar Torah and podcast; you can sign up to receive them 

at www.hadar.org/denaweiss. 

Mini Social 

Hall

MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCACY IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY: 

AN OPEN DISCUSSION

Mental health is an issue that affects the Jewish community on many levels.   

Let's come together in a safe space and openly/freely discuss where we are, 

where we've been and where we, hopefully, can be heading. 

Efrem Epstein serves on the National Action Alliance for Suicide 

Prevention's Faith Communities Task Force and is the founder of Elijah's 

Journey, a 501c3 focusing on Mental Health Advocacy/Awareness in the 

Jewish community.  He recently sang backup for Dee Snider (Twisted 

Sister) and Constantine Maroulis (American Idol) in the touring 

production of Broadway's "Rocktopia." 

Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

Class Description Teacher Biography Location

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT: DOES IT DISCRIMINATE 

BETWEEN THE SINNERS AND THE SAINTS?

Does the command to honor one's parents presume that they are good 

people generally worthy of honor?  Are sinners also worthy of this privilege 

granted by the Torah?  More broadly: is our respect for our parents just a 

subset of our commitment to a worthy society or is it a value in its own 

right?

Rabbi Ethan Tucker is President and Rosh Yeshiva at the Hadar 

Institute and chair in Jewish Law. Ethan also directs Hadar’s Center for 

Jewish Law and Values.  Ethan was ordained by the Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel and earned a doctorate in Talmud and Rabbinics from the Jewish 

Theological Seminary and a B.A. from Harvard College. A Wexner 

Graduate Fellow, he was a co-founder of Kehilat Hadar and a winner of 

the first Grinspoon Foundation Social Entrepreneur Fellowship.  He 

serves on the board of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and the Ramaz 

School.  He is the author, along with Rabbi Micha'el Rosenberg, 

of Gender Equality and Prayer in Jewish Law (2017)

Mini Social 

Hall

HADRAN ALACH, DIVINE ARTISTRY: EXPLORING A SIYYUM 

FOR CREATIVE ARTISTS

The siyyum, a ritual act to mark the culmination of a dedicated period of 

learning, allows the learner to reflect, process, let go, and look ahead. How 

can we mark the completion of creative projects similarly? Through 

exploring an currently in-development text-based Artist's Siyyum, we’ll 

study the creative acts that have marked Jewish time from creation to today 

and unpack how we fit into that narrative. Open to all, but geared towards 

those who identify as artists of any kind.

Deborah Sacks Mintz is the Community Singing Consultant of Hadar’s 

Rising Song Institute, serving as a resource to communities across North 

America and beyond who seek to deepen their practice of empowered 

song and connective prayer. A ba'al tefila and educator,  Deborah has 

served innovative institutions around the country, including Congregation 

Beth Elohim in Brooklyn, the Brandeis Collegiate Institute in Los 

Angeles, and B’nai Jeshurun in Manhattan. As a collaborative musician, 

Deborah can be heard on over a dozen albums and will be releasing her 

first full-length album of original nigunim this coming year.  A Wexner 

Graduate Fellow, Deborah is pursuing rabbinic ordination at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary.

Sylvan Shore 

Cinema

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION I:  4:00 PM-5:00 PM

MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION II:  5:15 PM-6:15 PM


