
 
Shabbat HaGadol 5780 Pesach and Coronavirus 

Source Sheet by Elliot Kaplowitz 
 

1. Rabbi Shlomo Riskin’s Haggadah 
Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev would often characterize himself as the “son who does not 
even know what to ask,” and he prayed at each seder that the Almighty would “open up” to him 
and reveal the proper questions. 
 
Urechatz 

2. Pesach Haggadah, Urchatz הגדה של פסח, ורחץ 
 נוטלים את הידים ואין מברכים "ַעל ְנִטיַלת ָיַדִּים"

Wash your hands but do not say the blessing "on the washing of the hands." 
 
 

For Reflection 
● Why do we wash hands at this point in the seder? 
● How do you relate to hand washing now differently than a month ago? 
● Is there ever a superfluous amount of hand washing? 

 
Yachatz 

3. Pesach Haggadah, Yachatz הגדה של פסח, יחץ 
 חותך את המצה האמצעית לשתים, ומצפין את הנתח הגדול לאפיקומן

Split the middle matsah in two, and conceal the larger piece to use it for the afikoman. 
 

4. The Family Participation Haggadah:  A Different Night: .  "Yachatz."  Noam Zion 
and David Dishon 

The Rabbis noted that the poor in their era were “savers” experts at delayed gratification, who 
would never consume a complete loaf at one sitting, but would always put something aside 
against the uncertainty of the following week.  In the midst of the seder banquet, the broken 
matza – the symbol of poverty – is meant to jar us out of our sense of complacency.  
 

5. Rabbi Riskin.  "Yachatz" 
One might wonder why we break off a piece of matzah now at the very beginning of the Seder 
rather than later at the time of the blessing when we actually eat it.  The simple answer is that we 
need the broken piece throughout the Seder while we describe the redemption as a visible 
symbol of the lehem oni our fathers ate in Egypt.  On a deeper level, the very act of breaking a 
piece of "bread" in two and saving for later demonstrates its character as lechem oni.  Only 
a poor person who does not know when or if his next meal will come breaks off from what 
he has now and saves it for later.  Since most of us do not know what poverty is, we begin 
the Seder by becoming acquainted with it, at least symbolically.  We declare that this matzah 
is the bread of poverty that our fathers ate at various stages of history, and we break a piece off 
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and save it for later as they used to do.   
 

6. Bava Batra 14a בבא בתרא י״ד א 
 ומה אני מקיים אין בארון רק לרבות שברי לוחות שמונחים בארון

And accordingly, how do I realize the meaning of that which is stated: “There was nothing in the 
Ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put there,” which, according to the opinion of 
Rabbi Meir, teaches that something else was in the Ark besides the tablets themselves? It serves 
to include the broken pieces of the first set of tablets, which were placed in the Ark. 
 

For Reflection: 
● What is broken in your life?   
● Do you carry anything that is broken (actually or symbolically) with you?  Why? 
● How do we respect that which is broken (symbolically or actually)? 

 
 Ha Lachma Anya 

7. Pesach Haggadah, Magid, Ha Lachma Anya הגדה של פסח, מגיד, הא לחמא עניא 
  מגלה את המצות, מגביה את הקערה ואומר בקול רם:

 ָהא ַלְחָמא ַעְנָיא ִּדי ֲאָכלּו ַאְבָהָתָנא ְבַאְרָעא ְדִמְצָרִים.  ָּכל ִדְכִפין ֵייֵתי ְוֵייכֹל, ָּכל ִדְצִריְך ֵייֵתי ְוִיְפַסח.  ָהַּׁשָּתא ָהָכא, ְלָׁשָנה
  ַהָּבָאה ְּבַאְרָעא ְדִיְׂשָרֵאל. ָהַּׁשָּתא ַעְבֵדי, ְלָׁשָנה ַהָּבָאה ְּבֵני חֹוִרין.

The leader uncovers the matsot, raises the Seder plate, and says out loud: 
This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who is 
famished should come and eat, anyone who is in need should come and partake of the Pesach 
sacrifice. Now we are here, next year we will be in the land of Israel; this year we are slaves, 
next year we will be free people. 
 

8. Erica Brown.  Seder Talk - The Conversational Haggada.  "This is the Bread of 
Affliction"  

What kind of hosts are we? We invite guests at the last minute and then when they join us, we 
give them the bread of affliction? No one wants to join us for that. But wait. We were slaves. We 
could not invite guests because we didn’t know that food was on its way. But then miraculously 
we found a bit of food. It wasn’t much, but it was worth sharing. A Holocaust survivor wrote in 
her memoir: Ilse, a childhood friend of mine, once found a raspberry in the camp and carried it in 
her pocket all day to present to me that night on a leaf. Imagine a world in which your entire 
possession is one raspberry and you gave it to your friend.”…When we have the capacity to 
give away even the most meager thing we have to give someone else pleasure, we have 
achieved light through darkness. And we tell those we invite for our modest meal that we 
know something else about true friendship. We never forget those who extend us kindness 
during hardship when we finally find ourselves in the position to enjoy success. 
 

For Reflection: 
● What does it mean to be a “giver”? 
● How can we be givers during times of social isolation? 
● What gifts do you have to share with the world? 
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9. R. Yitzchak Mirsky.  Hagadat Hegyonei Halacha. הגדת הגיוני הלכה לר' יצחק מירסקי 

 שאלו רבים, וכי זו השעה להזמין אורחים לסעודה, כשבעל הבית כבר יושב בביתו, יפה היה להכריז כך ברבים, בשוק
 או בבית הכנסת ולא בביתו? ביאר ר' יעקב מאיר פאדווע שהיה אב"ד בבריסק, שאין אמירה זו מכוונת לאוריחם ביחוד.
 אלא כיון שבליל פסח מצוה להרבות בסימני חירות, אמירה זו לדעתו מנימוסי חירות היא עכת"ד...ונראה שדבר זה היה
 מכריז בעל הבית בפני בני ביתו ואומר שיש לו לסעודתו די והותר ויכול גם להזמין אחרים לסעודתו, והוא מנהג חירות.
Many have asked: is this the time to invite guests to the meal, when the head of the house is 
already sitting at home?  It would have been better to declare in public, in the market or 
synagogue, and not in his home?  R. Yaakov Meir Padwa, who was the av beit din in Brisk, that 
this declaration is not directed only toward guests.  But on the night of Pesach it is  a mitzvah to 
multiply the signs of freedom.  In his opinion, this declaration is one of the signs of freedom...It 
seems that the head of the house would declare this [invitation] in front of the members of the 
house and say that at his meal there is plenty, such that he could invite others to the meal.  This is 
the way of the free. 
 

For Reflection 
● In what ways are we free?  
● Are we still free with all the restrictions currently in place? 

 
10. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik The Seder Night: An Exalted Evening, ed. R. 

Menachem Genack. p. 27 
let all who are hungry come and eat; let whoever is in need come and conduct the Seder of 
Passover – Though they initially might seem redundant, the two invitation we issue – “Let all 
who are hungry enter and eat; let all who are in need come and celebrate the Passover” – in 
reality are not. Whoever is in need of bread, difkhin, is hungry. Kol dizrrikh refers to one who is 
alone, who has a lot of matzo and wine but no home or family. There are indeed many ways 
to be included among kol dizrikh. The invitation to “all who are in need” is not yeitei 
ve-yeikhol, to eat with us; rather it is to spend the Pesach with us, yeitei ve-yifsach, to celebrate 
with us. It is an invitation addressed to unfortunate and lonely people. They might be 
millionaires; it is completely irrelevant. Whoever is in need should come and celebrate. 
  

11. Rabbi Riskin Haggadah.  "Hungry vs. Needy" 
Why do we distinguish between the hungry דכפין and the needy דצריך? Are not the needy 
hungry?  The answer might be that hunger does not mean only a lack of physical nourishment.  It 
can mean hunger for human companionship and human concern.  The abandonment of the lonely 
and aged is one of he great problems of contemporary American society.  However great the 
poverty, in the shtetl there was always companionship.  Each family knew the problems of the 
others, and, knowing the pangs of hunger and the meaning of depression, was willing to help.  In 
America there is little poverty among Jews, but we still allow the lonely and the aged to 
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wither away alone...We generally prefer to write a check rather than face the poor directly, 
much less take them into our homes. 
The "needy" are the pressured, the spiritually confused, the psychologically perplexed, the 
lonely, the aged -- all those who have fallen beneath the wheels of our increasingly demanding 
and abrasive society.  At the Seder we offer them an opportunity to share our lives once again..  
All of us need food for the body and food for the spirit; the Seder abundantly provides both. 
 

For Reflection: 
● Who is included in the category of “needy?” 
● What have the past few weeks taught you about your own needs?  Are you able to 

share/express your needs with others? 
● How do we help the needy of the our community? 
● How far does our obligation to help the needy extend?  Are there limits? 

 
Four Questions 

12. Pesachim 116a פסחים קט״ז א 
 גמ׳ תנו רבנן חכם בנו שואלו ואם אינו חכם אשתו שואלתו ואם לאו הוא שואל לעצמו ואפילו שני תלמידי חכמים

 שיודעין בהלכות הפסח שואלין זה לזה:
GEMARA: The Sages taught: If his son is wise and knows how to inquire, his son asks him. 
And if he is not wise, his wife asks him. And if even his wife is not capable of asking or if he has 
no wife, he asks himself. And even if two Torah scholars who know the halakhot of Passover are 
sitting together and there is no one else present to pose the questions, they ask each other. 

 
13. Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 7:3 משנה תורה, הלכות חמץ ומצה ז׳:ג׳ 

 ...ְועֹוְקִרים ַהֻּׁשְלָחן ִמִּלְפֵניֶהם קֶֹדם ֶׁשּיֹאְכלּו ְוחֹוְטִפין ַמָּצה ֶזה ִמַּיד ֶזה ְוַכּיֹוֵצא ִּבְדָבִרים ָהֵאּלּו. ֵאין לֹו ֵּבן ִאְׁשּתֹו ׁשֹוַאְלּתֹו. ֵאין
 לֹו ִאָּׁשה ׁשֹוֲאִלין ֶזה ֶאת ֶזה ַמה ִּנְׁשַּתָּנה ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה. ַוֲאִפּלּו ָהיּו ֻּכָּלן ֲחָכִמים.  ָהָיה ְלַבּדֹו ׁשֹוֵאל ְלַעְצמֹו  ַמה ִּנְׁשַּתָּנה ַהַּלְיָלה

  ַהֶּזה:
..remove the table from its usual place; snatch the unleavened bread from hand to hand, and so 
on. If he has no son, his wife should ask the questions; if he has no wife, they should ask one 
another: "Why is this night different?"—even if they are all scholars. If one is alone, he should 
ask himself: "Why is this night different?" 
 

For Reflection 
● Why should an individual alone ask questions of him/herself? 
● What questions do you have for yourself? 
● Has spending time alone given time to ask questions of yourself? 

 
14. Pesachim 115b פסחים קט״ו ב 
 למה עוקרין את השולחן אמרי דבי רבי ינאי כדי שיכירו תינוקות וישאלו אביי הוה יתיב קמיה דרבה חזא דקא מדלי

 תכא מקמיה אמר להו עדיין לא קא אכלינן אתו קא מעקרי תכא מיקמן אמר ליה רבה פטרתן מלומר מה נשתנה:
The Gemara asks: Why does one remove the table? The school of Rabbi Yannai say: So that the 
children will notice that something is unusual and they will ask: Why is this night different from 
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all other nights? The Gemara relates: Abaye was sitting before Rabba when he was still a child. 
He saw that they were removing the table from before him, and he said to those removing it: We 
have not yet eaten, and you are taking the table away from us? Rabba said to him: You have 
exempted us from reciting the questions of: Why is this night different [ma nishtana], as 
you have already asked what is special about the seder night. 
 

15. Tosafot on Pesachim 115b תוספות על פסחים קט״ו ב 
  כדי שיכיר התינוק וישאל - כלומר ומתוך כך יבא לישאל בשאר דברים אבל במה ששאל למה אנו עוקרין השלחן לא

 יפטר ממה נשתנה וההיא דאביי לא פי' הגמ' אלא תחלת שאילתו:
So that the child will ask- it is as if by asking this he will come to ask more questions. However 
if he only asks the one question about removing the table, he is still not exempt from the Mah 
Nishtanah(four questions). 
 

16. Mishneh Torah, Leavened and Unleavened Bread 8:2 משנה תורה, הלכות חמץ ומצה ח׳:ב׳ 
 ּומֹוְזִגין ַהּכֹוס ַהֵּׁשִני  ְוָכאן ַהֵּבן ׁשֹוֵאל. ְואֹוֵמר ַהּקֹוֵרא ַמה ִּנְׁשַּתָּנה ַהַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה  ִמָּכל ַהֵּלילֹות...

(We [then] pour the second cup; and here the son asks. And [then] the reader says, "What 
differentiates this night from all [other] nights?... 
 

17. Rabbi Shlomo Riskin Haggadah.  "The Four Questions." 
The mishnah makes it clear that the Four Questions should not be frozen into a formula or 
remain the only questions asked.  Indeed we encourage the children -- or adults -- to ask many 
questions: questions about Jewish identity, the origins and he future of our people, Jewish law 
and history, the symbolisms of the ritual and questions about God and Jewish destiny.  Jewish 
tradition is filled with the notion that the questions is more important than the answer.  No 
technical terms are found in the Talmud than the terms for questions.  We are a people who have 
constantly questioned, and every good educator knows that he values a gute kashe (good 
qeuestion) far more than any response.  If you ask the right question,, you will ultimately 
come upon the correct answers or the right solutions.  Thus on this night we encourage the 
participants to ask and to question. 
 

18. The Jonathan Sacks Hagadah.  "The Art of Asking Questions" 
Karl Marx once called religion "the opium of the people."  He believed that it reconciled them to 
their condition -- their poverty, disease and death, their station in life, their subjection to 
tyrannical rulers, the sheer bleakness of existence for most people most of the time.  Faith 
anesthetized. It made the otherwise unbearable bearable.  It taught people to accept things as they 
are because that is the will of God...So, argued Marx, if the world is to be changed, religion must 
be abandoned. 
Nothing could be less true of Judaism -- the faith born when God liberated a people from the 
chains of slavery.  The question that echoes through the history of Judaism -- from 
Abraham to Jeremiah to Job to rabbinic midrash to medieval lament to Hasidic prayer - is 
not acceptance of, but a protest against, injustice.  There are some questions to which the 
response is an answer.  But there are other questions to which the response is to act. To 
ask, "Why do the righteous suffer?" is not to seek an explanation that will reconcile us to 
the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.  It is to turn to God with a request for action, 

Shabbat haGadol Pesach and Coronavirus 5 

https://www.sefaria.org/Tosafot_on_Pesachim.115b.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Leavened_and_Unleavened_Bread.8.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah,_Leavened_and_Unleavened_Bread.8.2


and to discover, in the very process of making the request that God is asking the same of 
us... 
Judaism is God's question mark against the random cruelties of the world.  It is His call to us to 
"mend the world" until it becomes a place worthy of the Divine Presence, to accept no illness 
that can be cured, no poverty that can be alleviated, no injustice that can be rectified.  To ask the 
prophetic question is not to seek an answer but to be energized to action . That is what it is to 
meet God in redemption. 
 

For Reflection 
● What questions do you have this year? 
● What questions do current events pose? 
● What answer/action does God want demand to these questions? 

 
The Four Sons 

19. Pesach Haggadah, Magid, The Four Sons  הגדה של פסח, מגיד, כנגד ארבעה בנים 
 ָּברּוְך ַהָּמקֹום, ָּברּוְך הּוא, ָּברּוְך ֶׁשָּנַתן ּתֹוָרה ְלַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ָּברּוְך הּוא. ְּכֶנֶגד ַאְרָּבָעה ָבִנים ִּדְּבָרה תֹוָרה: ֶאָחד ָחָכם, ְוֶאָחד

  ָרָׁשע, ְוֶאָחד ָּתם, ְוֶאָחד ֶׁשֵאינֹו יֹוֵדַע ִלְׁשאֹול.
 Blessed be the Place [of all], Blessed be He; Blessed be the One who Gave the Torah to His 
people Israel, Blessed be He. Corresponding to four sons did the Torah speak; one [who is] wise, 
one [who is] evil, one who is innocent and one who doesn't know to ask. 
  

20. The Family Participation Haggadah:  A Different Night: .  "The Contemporary 
Four Children."  Noam Zion and David Dishon 

Which famous person today would be the best representative of the "wise child," of the "wicked 
child" and so on?  Suggest candidates and discuss their suitabiliiy.   
 

21. Rabbi Riskin.  "Four Children, Four Generations" (Indroductory summary 
from https://www.haggadot.com/clip/four-generations-american-jews) 

[Rabbi Shlomo Riskin cites an interpretation ascribed to Joseph Isaac Schneerson, a former 
Lubavitcher rebbe: The Four Children represent the four generations of the American 
experience. 
The Wise Child represents the European roots, the generation of the grandparents who came to 
America with beard and earlocks, dressed inshtreimel and kapote, steeped in piety, with a love 
for learning and profound knowledge of the Jewish tradition. 
Their progeny (the Wicked Child), brought up within the American “melting pot,” rejected his 
parent’s customs and ways of thought … Turning his back on the glories of the Jewish tradition, 
this child often became successful in business but was cynical in his outlook. 
The third generation, the Simple Child, is confused. He watched his grandfather making Kiddush 
on Friday night and his father standing by silently, perhaps resentfully, impatient to prepare for 
business on Saturday morning … 
The fourth generation, the Child Who Does Not Know How to Ask, offspring of the Simple 
Child, is the greatest tragedy of all. He was born after his great-grandparents had died. He knows 
only his totally assimilated grandfather (Wicked Child) and his religiously confused father …] 
There is also a fifth generation, which is merely hinted at in the Haggadah.  This generation is so 
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far removed from Judaism that it does not even know it is Passover.  No matter what we say 
about the Wicked Child, at least he is at the Seder.  The One Who Does Not Know How to Ask 
somehow stumbled upon a Seder even if he finds it rather incomprehensible.  But that fifth 
generation, which is rapidly becoming the dominant Jewish generation in America, is not here at 
all.  When we open the door for Elijah the Prophet, we must hold the door open for every 
Jew who has not yet come in.  And then perhaps not only the fifth generation but the 
prophet Elijah too will come in "to restore the hearts of the children to the parents and the 
hearts of the parents to the children" (Malachi 3:24). And only when the door is held wide 
open, only when we restore all of them to their lost heritage, shall we be privileged to usher 
in complete redemption. 
 

For Reflection 
● Who is missing from your seder this year? 
● How can we honor/include those who are missing? 
● What steps will we take to ensure that they will not be missing from future sedarim? 

 
Dayenu 

22. Pesach Haggadah, Magid, Dayenu הגדה של פסח, מגיד, דיינו 
  ַּכָמה ַמֲעלֹות טֹובֹות ַלָּמקֹום ָעֵלינּו! ִאּלּו הֹוִציָאנּו ִמִמְצַרִים ְולֹא ָעָׂשה ָבֶהם ְׁשָפִטים, ַּדּיֵנּו.

How many degrees of good did the Place [of all bestow] upon us!  If He had taken us out of 
Egypt and not made judgements on them; [it would have been] enough for us. 
 

For Reflection 
● What is the message of the Dayenu? 
● What are you thankful for? 
● How can we express gratitude even while suffering? 

 
Sippur Yetzitat Mitzraim/Telling the Story of the Exodus 

23. Pesachim 116a פסחים קט״ז א 
 מתני׳ ...ולפי דעתו של בן אביו מלמדו מתחיל בגנות ומסיים בשבח ודורש מארמי אובד אבי עד שיגמור כל הפרשה

 כולה:
 גמ׳ .. מאי בגנות רב אמר מתחלה עובדי עבודת גלולים היו אבותינו [ושמואל] אמר עבדים היינו

MISHNA: ...And according to the intelligence and the ability of the son, his father teaches him 
about the Exodus. When teaching his son about the Exodus. He begins with the Jewish 
people’s disgrace and concludes with their glory. And he expounds from the passage: “An 
Aramean tried to destroy my father” (Deuteronomy 26:5), the declaration one recites when 
presenting his first fruits at the Temple, until he concludes explaining the entire section. 
GEMARA: . It was taught in the mishna that the father begins his answer with disgrace and 
concludes with glory. The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of the term: With disgrace? Rav 
said that one should begin by saying: At first our forefathers were idol worshippers, before 
concluding with words of glory. And Shmuel said: The disgrace with which one should begin his 
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answer is: We were slaves. 
 

24. Pesach Haggadah, Magid, Rabban Gamliel's Three Things הגדה של פסח, מגיד, פסח 
 מצה ומרור

  ַרָּבן ַּגְמִליֵאל ָהָיה אֹוֵמר: ָּכל ֶׁשּלֹא ָאַמר ְׁשלָׁשה ְּדָבִרים ֵאּלּו ַּבֶּפַסח, לא ָיָצא ְיֵדי חֹוָבתֹו, ְוֵאּלּו ֵהן: ֶּפַסח, ַמָּצה, ּוָמרֹור.
  

Rabban Gamliel was accustomed to say, Anyone who has not said these three things on Pesach 
has not fulfilled his obligation, and these are them: the Pesach sacrifice, matsa and marror. 
  

For Reflection 
● What are the essential businesses, services, organizations and personnel as defined by 

the authorities during this time of crisis? 
● Which businesses, services, organizations and personnel  would you include? 
● What does it mean to be told that you are not essential? 
● What is Essential in your life?  What makes something essential? 

 
Eliyahu  

25. Pesach Haggadah, Barech, Pour Out Thy Wrath הגדה של פסח, ברך, שפוך חמתך 
 מוזגים כוס של אליהו ופותחים את הדלת:

 ְׁשפְֹך ֲחָמְתָך ֶאל־ַהּגֹוִים ֲאֶׁשר לֹא ְיָדעּוָך ְוַעל־ַמְמָלכֹות ֲאֶׁשר ְּבִׁשְמָך לֹא ָקָראּו. ִּכי ָאַכל ֶאת־ַיֲעקֹב ְוֶאת־ָנֵוהּו ֵהַׁשּמּו.
 ְׁשָפְך־ֲעֵליֶהם ַזֲעֶמָך ַוֲחרֹון ַאְּפָך ַיִּׂשיֵגם. ִּתְרדֹף ְּבַאף ְוַתְׁשִמיֵדם ִמַּתַחת ְׁשֵמי ה'.

We pour the cup of Eliyahu and open the door. 
Pour your wrath upon the nations that did not know You and upon the kingdoms that did not call 
upon Your Name! Since they have consumed Ya'akov and laid waste his habitation (Psalms 
79:6-7). Pour out Your fury upon them and the fierceness of Your anger shall reach them 
(Psalms 69:25)! You shall pursue them with anger and eradicate them from under the skies of the 
Lord (Lamentations 3:66). 
 

For Reflection 
● Why do we invite Eliyahu at this time? 
● How does it feel to open the door? 
● How do we continue to be hospitable when we can’t invite others in? 

 
Intentional Community 

26. Mishneh Torah, Paschal Offering 2:1 משנה תורה, הלכות קרבן פסח ב׳:א׳ 
 (א) ֵאין ׁשֹוֲחִטין ֶאת ַהֶּפַסח ֶאָּלא ִלְמנּויָיו ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר (שמות יב ד) "ָּתכֹּסּו ַעל ַהֶּׂשה" ְמַלֵּמד ֶׁשִּמְתַמִּנים ָעָליו ְּכֶׁשהּוא ַחי. ְוֵאּלּו

  ַהִּמְתַמִּנים ַעל ַהֶּפַסח ֵהם ַהִּנְקָרִאים ְּבֵני ֲחבּוָרה:
The Paschal sacrifice should be slaughtered only for the sake of those who were enumerated for 
partaking of it, as Exodus 13:4 states: "Everyone... should be enumerated on the lamb." The 
implication is that one should be enumerated on it while it is alive. Those enumerated on a 
Paschal sacrifice are referred to as "the members of the company." 
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For Reflection 
● What does the halacha of Korban Pesach teach us about the community with which we 

affiliate? 
● How do we continue to foster community when social distancing? 
● Is a virtual community/gathering the same as in person?  Explain. 

 
Why Pesach? 

27. Jonah 4:10-11 יונה ד׳:י׳-י״א 
 (י) וַּיֹ֣אֶמר ה' ַאָּת֥ה ַחְ֙סָּת֙ ַעל־ַהִּק֣יָקיֹ֔ון ֲאֶׁש֛ר לֹא־ָעַמְ֥לָּת ּבֹ֖ו ְולֹ֣א ִגַּדְלּתֹ֑ו ֶׁשִּבן־ַלְ֥יָלה ָהיָ֖ה ּוִבן־ַלְ֥יָלה ָאבָֽד׃ (יא) וֲַֽאִני֙ לֹ֣א ָאחּ֔וס

 ַעל־ִניְנוֵ֖ה ָהִע֣יר ַהְּגדֹוָל֑ה ֲאֶׁש֣ר ֶיׁש־ָּבּ֡ה ַהְרֵּבה֩ מְִֽׁשֵּתים־ֶעְׂשֵר֨ה ִרּבֹ֜ו ָאָד֗ם ֲאֶׁש֤ר לֹֽא־ָיַדע֙ ֵּבין־ְיִמינֹ֣ו ִלְׂשמֹאלֹ֔ו ּוְבֵהָמ֖ה ַרּבָֽה׃
 
(10) Then the LORD said: “You cared about the plant, which you did not work for and which 
you did not grow, which appeared overnight and perished overnight. (11) And should not I care 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who do not yet know their right hand from their left, and many beasts as well!” 
 

28. The Jonathan Sacks Haggada.  "The Unasked Question" 
Pesah is a night of questions, but there is one we do not ask, and it is significant.  Why was 
there a Pesah in the first place?  Why the years of suffering and slavery?... 
God teaches Jonah to care by giving him something and then taking it away.  Loss teaches 
us to value things, though usually it is too late.  What we have, and then lose, we do not take 
for granted.  The religious vision is not about seeing things that are not there.  It is about 
seeing the things that are there and always were, but we never noticed, or paid attention 
to.  Faith is a form of attention.  It is a sustained meditation on the miraculousness of what is, 
because it might not have been.  What we lose and are given back, we learn to cherish in a way 
we would not have done had we never lost in the first place. Faith is about not taking things for 
granted... 
Israel had to lose its freedom before it could cherish it.  Only what we lose do we fully pay 
attention to.  Israel had to suffer the experience of slavery and degradation before it could 
learn, know, and feel intuitively that there is something morally wrong with oppression. 
Nor could it, or any other people, carry this message in perpetuity without reliving it every year, 
tasting the harsh tang of the bread of oppression and the bitterness of slavery.  Thus was created, 
at the birth of the nation, a longing for freedom that was at the very core of its memory and 
identity.   
Had Israel achieved immediate nationhood in the patriarchal age without the experience of exile 
and persecution, it would -- like so many other nations in history -- have taken freedom for 
granted, it has already begun to be lost.  Israel became the people conceived in slavery so that it 
would never cease to long for liberty -- and know that liberty is anything bu natural. It requires 
constant vigilance, unceasing moral struggle.  Israel discovered freedom by losing it.  May it 
never lose it again. 
 

29.  Nechama Leibowitz.  Studies in Exodus.  Mishaptim 3.  “Oppress Not the 
Stranger.”   
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A history of alienation and slavery, the memory of your own humiliation is by itself no guarantee 
that you will not oppress the stranger in your own country once you have gained independence 
and left it all behind you…  
The fact that “you were strangers in the land of Egypt” is certainly no adequate motivation for 
not oppressing or vexing the stranger.  On the contrary, how often do we find that the slave or 
exile, who gains power and freedom, or anyone who harbors the memory of suffering to himself 
or his forebears, finds compensation for his former sufferings by giving free rein to his tyrannical 
instincts, when he has the opportunity to lord it over others?   
 

30. Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky, B'nai David-Judea, Los Angeles 
Every hand that we don't shake must become a phone call that we place.  Every embrace that we 
avoid must become a verbal expression of warmth and concern.  Every inch and every foot that 
we physically place between ourselves and another, must become a thought as to how we might 
be of help to that other, should the need arise. 
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