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Congregation Ner Tamid: Virtual Israel Tour Itinerary 
 
 
Session 1 (Sunday, February 14th ,11:30 am PST): Jewish life in Jerusalem in the time of the 
Temple 
 

• Introduction to archeology in the of Israel – learn how an archeological site is structured and 
the meaning of the unique Hebrew word, Tel. 

• Visit the Southern Wall Archaeological Excavations displaying the finds recovered in 
excavations following 1967, when Israeli has captured the Old City of Jerusalem from Jordan 
during the Six Day War. The Southern Wall Excavations offer us a time capsule to better 
understand Jewish life in Jerusalem 2000 years ago and how some of our current Jewish 
rituals are connected to this site.   
 

 
Session 2 (Sunday, February 21st ,11:30 am PST): Masada – the end of Jewish sovereignty for 
2000 years  
 

• Visit Masada, a mountain that has become an inspiring symbol of the Jewish people’s 
courage and love for freedom. A tour to the top of this ancient 2,000-year-old fortress 
reveals the bravery of 960 Jews – men, women and children – who were part of Bar 
Kochba’s revolt against Roman occupation and oppression. In our tour will also learn how 
the modern-day state of Israel has adopted this site to form its national ethos and narrative. 
 

 
Session 3 (Sunday, February 28th ,11:30 am PST):  Tzippori – So where do we come from?  
 

• Visit Tzippori, a Jewish city that was founded during the Hellenistic era and served as 

administrative capital of Galilee during the Roman times. The town has a rather 

unconventional story - its residents decided not to join the revolt against Rome in 66 CE 

(that we covered in our last session in Masada) and were saved because of that. Here we will 

discuss the path not taken by the people of Masada and Jerusalem – a path of co-existence 

and reasoning rather than violence and radicalism. We will also discuss how the decisions 

made by the people of Tzippori have shaped the way we live our Jewish lives today.  

 

Session 4 (Sunday, March 7th ,11:30 am PST):  Yad Vashem & Mt. Herzl– So where do we come 
from?  

• Visit and Yad Vashem, Israel’s (“a memory and a name”) – The Israeli institute dedicated to 

the memory of the Holocaust and to impart its meanings for generations to come from 

different aspects. Here, we will hear our guides personal family testimony of how both his 

grandparents had survived the Holocaust and made it safely to the state of Israel. 

• Visit Mt. Herzl, Israel’s national cemetery, located right above Yad Vashem for a tour 

through the story of Israeli society. In our tour we will visit both the tombs of Israel's famous 

leaders such as Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres together with less known stories of Israeli 

soldiers who have sacrificed their lives in Israel's wars and armed conflicts. 
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