
Our MissionOur Mission

Temple Beth El of South Orange County is a
welcoming Jewish home where individuals and

families come together to celebrate, explore, and
engage in diverse Jewish practices through mitzvot:

prayer, learning and acts of loving kindness

  Our VisionOur Vision

As the Samueli Center for Progressive Judaism, we
honor Judaism of the past by making it relevant

today and for generations to come. We envision a
future where we connect Jewish living with a life of
meaning, fulfilment, and the opportunity to serve

others.  We are stewards of a Jewish future in South
Orange County. 

TBESOC VALUES – What’sTBESOC VALUES – What’s

important to usimportant to us

Strategic PrioritiesStrategic Priorities

Establish deep and meaningful relationships 
Kesher - Connection & Hinenu - Here we are

Build community by being together
Kehilla - Community

Welcome everyone
Kolel - Inclusion

Invest in our Jewish Journey  
Avodah - Exploration & Spirituality

Continuously grow and learn
Limmud - Learning 

Live Torah through mitzvot
Tikkun Olam - Repairing the world & Taking Action

Together, we intentionally build relationships at every opportunity.

Together, we create an empowered, educated, and engaged, Jewish
community

Together, we honor our commitment to transmit Jewish values and
traditions to our children and their families.

Together, we are one community supporting a range of Jewish
observance, including worship opportunities.

Together, we live our Jewish values through acts of chesed (kindness)
and tzedek (justice) in our own lives and the wider world.

Together, we evolve as a Jewish collective of individuals who respect,
invite, and learn from our differences.

Together, we design & maintain collaborative, nimble structures and
systems to ensure the sustainability of our community.





VALUESVALUES  

What’s important to usWhat’s important to us

We value authentic relationships
We show up and support each other

We are greater than the sum of our parts when we
come together
We are your Jewish home in SOC – and we are
more than our physical building 
We value strengthening our connection to the
greater Orange County community, the Jewish
people in Israel, and the world, through   
 partnerships and engagement opportunities

We meet you where you are and welcome people
from all backgrounds to celebrate Jewish
traditions
We are enriched, strengthened, and learn from     
 our diverse experiences

Kesher - Connection & Hinenu - Here we are
Establish deep and meaningful relationships

Kehilla - Community
Build community by being together

Kolel - Inclusion
Welcome everyone

We value our rich and varied practice of
Jewish ritual, celebrations, customs, and
prayer
We encourage making room for G-d and our
spirituality

We believe learning is a lifelong pursuit and
it is our responsibility to pass on our values
and knowledge 
We build on our experiences of the past and
present to forge our community of the
future, with Torah as our guide 

We engage in acts of loving kindness and
social justice
We value making a difference for those in
our lives and those in the broader
community

Avodah - Exploration & Spirituality
Invest in our Jewish journey 

Limmud - Learning
Continuously grow and learn

Tikkun Olam - Repairing the World &
Taking Action 

Live Torah through mitzvot

Values reflect what is important to us. These
are core values TBESOC and our members

embrace as guideposts for how we function
individually and collectively. They evolved

from conversations with our members. They
reflect what we believe to be important now

and for the future. 



Together, we intentionally build relationships at every opportunity.
Relationships are at the heart of our Temple. We foster ways to seek out and develop
personal connections, strengthening the foundation of our community.

Together, we create an empowered, educated, and engaged Jewish community.
We partner with clergy, professionals, and others within and outside of our community, to
help discover  our individual Jewish paths. We design lifelong learning experiences,
engaging people of all ages. We encourage committee involvement and member driven
programs. Volunteering is a meaningful and positive experience in our community. 

Together we honor our commitment to transmit Jewish values and traditions to our children
and their families. 

We deliver an outstanding experience for our students and families in our ECC and Religious
School. We   engage our post B’nai Mitzvah students and teens, providing ongoing
opportunities for them to remain    connected and committed to developing their Jewish
lives.

Together, we are one community supporting a range of Jewish observance including
worship opportunities.

Informed by our eclectic roots, we mindfully collaborate, experiment, and innovate, to meet
the diverse  needs of our community. We offer a variety of worship, ritual, and practice
experiences. We endeavor to meet people wherever they are and invite them to keep
exploring along their Jewish journey.

Together, we live our Jewish values through acts of chesed (kindness) and tzedek (justice) in
our own lives and in the wider world.  

We create and engage in opportunities that have a positive impact in the lives of those we
know and those we do not know. 

Together, we evolve as a Jewish collective of individuals who respect, invite, and learn from
our differences. 

We recognize and appreciate differences in how we think, believe, and act. We work hard to
respect, honor, and learn from these differences, particularly when we do not agree.

Together, we design & maintain collaborative, nimble structures and systems to ensure the
sustainability of our community. 

We find comfort in the knowledge that “it takes a village.” We value the time, talents, and
resources it takes to build our community. Our leadership believes in the power of
transparency, listening, and collaboration. We know that sustainability requires flexibility,
and we are open to experimentation in new ways to engage.

Strategic PrioritiesStrategic Priorities

 Strategic Priorities represent the strategic focus for TBESOC for 
   at least the next several years. These statements are overlapping, 
   build on the success of the past, and are designed to encourage 

   focus, enhancing what we currently do, and innovation. They reflect 
   both elements of what we do now and are aspirational. 

   They are not meant to be specific projects that we will work on.



Strengthen and reinvigorate our Religious School and Early Childhood Center
programs and increase family involvement, so that families are thrilled to
participate, and children feel connected and engaged.
Fund and hire Reform Rabbinic support.
Encourage people to experience us as ‘one community’ with religious choices.
We all intentionally foster relationships, in as many ways as we can.
Increase the collective comfort level of being part of a community with diverse
beliefs, actions, lifestyles, and other practices – including choices for how one
expresses being Jewish.
Increase the degree to which members experience volunteering as rewarding,
and feel supported and appreciated.
Encourage increased participation in Tikkun Olam through acts of service,
education, and advocacy.
Build a culture of philanthropy in our congregation.
Enable congregants to see our temple leadership as accessible and to feel there is
open communication.
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