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Ben Bag Bag taught: “Study it 

and turn it every which way, 

for you will find 

EVERYTHING is in it”   

(Pirke Avot 5:24) 



 

Dear CSI Families,  

As always, we have a wonderful choice of classes and programs for the coming year, including a Family 

Civil Rights trip to the south in March. Our selections include some classes and programs that will meet 

in person, others that will be only on Zoom and some that will be hybrid (both). We are very excited to 

put the Citron Adult Study Room to full use, both as a space that can accommodate even our largest 

classes and that is technologically up to date. 

I encourage you to look through this booklet and find the classes, programs and groups that are of 

interest to you. Some classes are new, while others are “old favorites.” I have no doubt there is 

something here for everybody! 

The great sage Hillel taught, “do not say when I find the time I will study, as perhaps you won’t ever find 

the time.” (Pirke Avot 5:5) Take the time in the coming year to study and experience Jewish life. There is 

no better time than now. 

Rabbi Steven C. Kane  

 

 

rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 

 

P.S. If you have trouble registering for a class or program, please let us know and we will walk you 

through the process and make sure you feel comfortable. 

mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org


 

CLASSES: 

MONDAY, 2:30 PM  WOMEN’S TORAH STUDY  

      with Rabbi Jan Uhrbach 

This class is entering its 20th year of study as we add our own voices and life experiences to those 
who have come before us. Join us in lively discussion about our relationships with each other and 
God. New participants are always welcome! 
 
 
Class fee is $180 for CSI members; $300 for non-members.   
 
This class will meet on ZOOM. 
 
Registration required. Once your registration is complete, you will receive the Zoom link for the 
class.  Please register HERE 
 
Dates: 10/31, 11/7, 11/21, 12/5, 12/12, 1/16 

SUNDAY, 10:00 AM  POETRY FROM ISRAEL 

     with Neil Schluger 

For several years, we have been reading modern Hebrew poets including Yehuda Amichai, 
Natan Alterman, Zelda, Dahlia Ravikovitch, Almog Behar, Erez Biton, Haim Gouri, Rachel, and 
several others.   

We’ll continue this year with two excellent and very interesting poets: Admiel Kosman, whose 
themes include many aspects of prayer, Jewish philosophy and spirituality, and Vaan Nguyen, 
a poet born in Israel to Vietnamese parents.  Texts will be provided in Hebrew and English.   

No knowledge of Hebrew is necessary, and we welcome all returning and any new members 
interested in reading poetry.   

 

Class will meet in person . 

Class Dates:  12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 1/8 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/womens_torah_2021


 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM  FIVE THINGS YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO    

     KNOW ... ABOUT JUDAISM  

     with Rabbi Kane       
  

We began this class more than 10 years ago with the idea that there were “5 things you always wanted to 

know about Judaism”. Then it became “5 More Things…”. As we approach our “50th thing everyone should 

know about Judaism”, this very popular class has studied basic Jewish concepts, strange books of the 

Bible, interesting and unusual historic figures, lost Jewish communities and many other subjects.   

This year the subject will be 5 heretical movements in Judaism. Where did they come from, 

how did they want to change Judaism and what happened to them?   

While this is a five-part series, each class is open whether you have been at previous ones or not. 

November 7: Jewish heretics of the Rabbinic/Talmudic period: Sadducees, Essenes, 

Samaritans and their “cousins”  

As the rabbis began to assert their authority, they were often challenged by these various breakoff groups 

who hoped to become the normative version of Judaism. What did they believe and what did they reject? 

What happened to them? 

December 5: Early Christianity 

Christianity originally saw itself as a segment of the Jewish community. How long did this last? What did 

the Jewish community do to reject them? Why did this group of “heretics” succeed where others did not? 

January 9:  The Karaites 

In the early Middle Ages this community rejected the Talmud and wanted to return to a Biblical Judaism. 

How were their customs different from mainstream Judaism? Did they ever form their own religion? Are 

there any Karaites around today? 

February 6:  Baruch (Benedict) Spinoza, Shabbtai Tzvi and Jacob Frank: Heretics on the 

cusp of modernity  

Spinoza and Shabbtai Tzvi both lived at the same time, one in eastern Europe, while the other in the west. 

One of them formed a messianic movement while the other challenged the tenets of Judaism from the 

ideas of western philosophy. Both were the cause of much apostacy and pain in the 17th-19th century. 

March 27: Reform Judaism and Ultra-Orthodox/Chassidism 

These two modern movements in Judaism share some of the criteria of earlier heretical movements. What 

makes them similar and different from those movements? Can we envision a future where either have 

split off from mainstream Judaism? 

This class will meet IN-PERSON  and on ZOOM. 

No Fee. Please register HERE so we can contact you with any changes to the schedule.   

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/five_things_2021


 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM  SECOND-GENERATION SURVIVORS 

     with Cheryl Katz 

Tell your family’s stories, support each others’ experiences and connect with people who might 

want to be speakers/educators in the future.  

Class dates: 10/19*, 11/8, 12/13, 1/10, 2/14, 3/14, 4/11, 5/9, 6/13 

*Class will meet on Wednesday  

This class will meet IN-PERSON only. 

Contact Cheryl Katz for information or to register. 

TUESDAY, 11:15 AM  JEWS IN THE NEWS  

     with Rabbi Kane 

This is the 28th year of this interesting course which combines current events and conversation.  

Each week we engage in discussion on subjects ranging from religious issues to exotic Jewish 

communities.   

If you want to keep up with what’s happening in the Jewish world, this class is for you!   

First class: October 4.  

This class will meet IN-PERSON only. 

No fee.   Please email Dina with questions. 

MONDAY, 8:45 PM  TALMUD  

     with Rabbi Kane 

No previous knowledge of Talmud is required!  We’ll continue with the study of tractate Berachot, 

one of the most accessible tractates of Talmud.  Our goal this year will be to finally complete the 

tractate!  Join us and “dip your toe into the sea of the Talmud.” 

The text is in Hebrew/Aramaic and English.  NEW STUDENTS WELCOME! 

First class:  October 24 

This class will meet on ZOOM only. 

 

Registration required.  Once your registration is complete, you will receive a the zoom link for the 
class. Please register HERE 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:dina@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/talmud_2021


 

THURSDAY, 11:00 AM COMTEMPORARY  ISSUES AND THE TALMUD 
 
     with Wendy Segal 
 
In this class we discuss modern issues, morals, and Judaism through the lens of the Talmud and 

our sages.  We start the year with a review of what the Talmud is, why it was needed, and how a 

2,000 year old collection of laws and stories is relevant to our lives today.  “No prior knowledge of 

Hebrew, Aramaic, or Talmud is expected.  Feel free to join us as often as you can, even if it’s not 

every week.” 

 

Class begins October 6. 

This class will meet on ZOOM only. 

Register HERE to receive the Zoom link.   

THURSDAY, 10:30 AM HaMISHPACHA DISCUSSION GROUP 

                 with Shari Baum, CSW 

Join in this informative and interesting group discussion about current events.  Classes are the 

2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month.  This discussion group is a WJCS Partners in Caring 

program funded by a generous grant from UJA Federation of New York.   

Class begins October 13 

This class will meet IN-PERSON and on ZOOM. 

For more information, to register and for the zoom link, please contact Shari Baum.   

SATURDAY, 10:30 AM THE CHAVURAH FAMILY SERVICE 

     with Brian Gelfand  

    

Expertly led by Brian Gelfand, one of the leading musicians in the Jewish world, this service is 

geared towards families but is open to people of all ages.  It features beautiful musical renditions 

of our prayers, stories and discussion. Designed as a shorter service, it will take place from 10:30-

11:45AM. 

Come join us and add a bit of Shabbat joy to your week! 

Dates: January 7,  February 4 , March 11 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/contemporary-talmud-2021.html
mailto:sbaum@wjcs.com


 

Please join us for this season's opening program  

Sunday, October 30th at 4PM  

as we welcome  

Rabbi Michael Schudrich 
Chief Rabbi of Poland 

"The Ukrainian crisis and its impact on 
the contemporary Jewish community of 
Poland”   

 

The event is free and open to all! 

Our 17th year 

To become a supporter of 

this award winning and 

innovative program, 

please click  HERE 

 
our 

Scholar–in-Residence 
 

Matti Friedman 
 

Mr. Friedman is an award-winning journalist and 

author. His work has appeared in the New York Times, The Atlantic, 

Tablet, Smithsonian, and elsewhere.  We hope you will join us for what 

we expect to be a fascinating weekend.  Dates and details to follow! 

Sponsored by The Rabbi’s Circle at CSI. 

**************************************** 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/the-rabbis-circle.html


 

 

 

 

 

Come celebrate the 75th anniversary  

of the State of Israel with music and song 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23RD 7PM 

YOM HA-ATZMAUT CONCERT 

WITH 

 

CANTOR JEFF AND FRIENDS 

JEWISH MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES 

2022-2023 

This series, now beginning its 35th year, will be held on Saturday evenings at 8pm via Zoom. 
Programs will include musical demonstrations, discussion, fun and food (well, bring your own 
nosh to the program)!  Space is unlimited, so please sign up now. 
Please RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz at jshiovitz@gmail.com 
 
In Honor of the 75th Anniversary of the State of Israel, our topic will be: 
 

75 HITS FOR 75 YEARS 

 

November 5 -  The Early Years 1948-60 

December 3 -  The 60’s-through Yom Kippur War           

January 7 - 1970’s through 1990’s, including Song Festivals   

February 4 -  2000 through Present, including Eurovision  

mailto:Jeffrey%20Shiovitz%20%3cjshiovitz@gmail.com%3e


 



 

SISTERHOOD AT CSI:   

CSI Sisterhood welcomes all women of CSI to join. We are part of Women’s League for 

Conservative Judaism, the largest synagogue based women’s organization in the 

world. We offer social and educational programs throughout the year, including 

speakers, a book club, Rosh Chodesh programs and our always popular Sisterhood 

Shabbat. We support CSI with our annual fundraisers “Honey from the Heart” for Rosh 

Hashanah and Mishloach Manot for Purim. Sisterhood volunteers also manage Matanah, the gift 

shop of CSI.  

Sisterhood is offering complimentary membership to any CSI Members or school families who 

have not previously joined Sisterhood. Please contact Robin Ginsberg, Sisterhood 

president, for information about becoming a member. 

GET INVOLVED... 

WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP: 

In 2015 a group of CSI women came together to form the Women’s Writing Workshop 

(WWW); it meets biweekly at CSI between October and June.  The group has just begun its 

eighth year of creating, writing, sharing, and discussing, albeit presently via Zoom. 

Have you ever thought about writing the next great American novel?  Or maybe a memoir?  An 

ode to commemorate a special occasion?  A limerick to amuse your birthday child?  Some 

reflections on life in the twenty-first century?  Or would you like to immortalize tales from family 

history?  How can you pass on your thoughts and hopes to loved ones?   Are you inspired by 

camaraderie within a group of supportive women? If you’ve answered “yes” to any of the above, a 

writing group may be for you.  Plans are underway to form a second Women’s Writing Workshop.   

If you would like to learn more, please contact the following for encouragement, 

support, and details: 

Contact Marion Sader  (marsader24@gmail.com)   

CSI MEN’S CLUB: 

The Men's Club offers exciting programs throughout the year! 

 

Upcoming events include: Torah on Tap with Rabbi Kane, which is an informal learning 

at a restaurant venue with a beer and veggie snacks!  Sept 29 8PM topic: Intermarriage.    

Please see event on the CSI calendar and register HERE! 

Next Torah on Tap will be in early November, date and topic to be announced. 

 

For more information or to join, please contact Charles Zweibach. 

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:marsader24@gmail.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/torah_on_tap_20220929
mailto:mensclub@csibriarcliff.org


 

CSI PRIDE COMMITTEE 
 
The Pride Committee was established to foster an embracing community for all our members 
and guests, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. We are 
committed to educating and creating awareness around LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Questioning/Queer, etc.) subjects through a variety of programs and 
collaborations.  
 
During Pride Month every June, we celebrate Pride Shabbat, with special readings and prayers 
and speakers. Among the speakers we have welcomed in the past are Nadav Shachmon, who 
told us of his experiences growing up gay in Israel and serving in the IDF; and Dr. Joy Ladin, 
author, poet, and literary scholar, whose gender transition and return to teaching at Yeshiva 
University made her the first openly transgender employee of an Orthodox Jewish institution. 
Joy spoke movingly about her personal journey and about reading Torah from a transgender 
perspective.  
 
Stay tuned for an announcement of this year’s Pride Shabbat speaker! 
For more information/to join our group, please contact committee Chair Suzanne Haber. 

CSI SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

The Social Committee has several events planned for Fall and Winter! 
 
CSI goes to the Jacob Burns Jewish Film Festival!  On Sunday, 10/9, join us for brunch at 
CSI and then a 12pm showing of Cinema Sabaya, which will be a masked matinee.  
REGISTER HERE. 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  December 17th COMEDY SHOW! 

YOUTH PROGRAMMING  
 
Andrea Bromberg, USY/Kadima Advisor 
 
Hi! My name is Andrea Bromberg and I am returning to CSI as the USY/Kadima advisor!   
I hope you will join us for our exciting programs this year! 
Contact Andrea:  csiusy@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/social_comm_20221009
mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org


 

For more information, 

please contact Ryna Lustig   

TEN MINUTES OF TORAH   

DO YOU ONLY HAVE TEN MINUTES EACH 

WEEK TO STUDY?  

Tune in for Ten minutes of Torah and study the 

weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Kane.   

The video can be found on the CSI home page or  

click HERE 

If you are interested in dedicating or sponsoring Ten Minutes of Torah, 

please make a donation to the CSI fund of your choice, email Rabbi Kane specifying 

which Torah portion, who it's in memory of/in honor of, and the person's Hebrew 

name. 

 

mailto:rynalustig@gmail.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/ten-minutes-of-torah.html
mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org


 

CSI  Clergy & Staff: 

Rabbi Steven C. Kane   Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  

Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz   Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

Orit Daly   RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 

 Interim Religious School Director 

Naomi  Elyachar   Naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

  Nursery School Director 

Ellen Green Johnson   Ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

  Synagogue Director 

Andrea Bromberg   CSIUSY@csibriarcliff.org 

  USY/Kadima Advisor 

Dina Katz   Dina@csibriarcliff.org 

  Rabbi’s Assistant 

Janice Rappaport   Janice@csibriarcliff.org  

  Administrative Assistant 

Jennifer Halperin   Jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org 

 Administrative Assistant 

Officers: 

President     Mark J. Rosenberg 

Treasurer     Jack Zinn 

Secretary     Marc Auslander 

Vice President    Shane Dolch 

Vice President    Deborah Hertz Levitt 

Vice President    Suzanne Haber 

Vice President    Henrik Sukonnik 

Immediate Past President    Clare Rosen 

First Year Trustees Second Year Trustees  Third Year Trustees  

Francine Goldstein 
Samantha Hawson 
Cheryl Katz 
Elizabeth Legatt 
Adam Rude 
Fred Schulman 

Donna Hannan 
Eric Leibert 
Bernard Lipsy 
Bette Slutsky 
David Zimmerman 
Charles Zweibach 

Sherman Alpert 
Jenean Eichenholtz 
Marion Sader 
Rebecca Schiz 
Christopher "Moshe" Walsh 
Debra Young 

SYNAGOGUE TRUSTEES 



 

Adult Learning Faculty Members: 
 

 

Rabbi Steven C. Kane:  Rabbi, Congregation Sons of Israel 
 
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz:  Cantor, Congregation Sons of Israel 
 
Wendy Segal  is a licensed high school English and Social Studies teacher.  She taught Hebrew 
school at the Yorktown Jewish Center for over 25 years and has been studying Talmud weekly 
with her chavruta (study partner) for the last 27 years. 
 
Shari Baum, LMSW  is Coordinator of the Partners In Caring  program at Westchester 
Jewish Community Services (WJCS). Partners in Caring is generously funded by UJA Federation of 
New York.  Shari received her Masters in Social Work from the Wurzweiler School of Social 
Work. 
 
Neil Schluger, M.D. is Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology and Environmental Health 
Sciences at Columbia University Medical Center in New York City, and Chief of the Division of 
Pulmonary, Allergy and Critical Care Medicine there as well. He also serves as Senior Advisor for 
Science at Vital Strategies, an NGO devoted to global public health issues.  He has studied for 
many years at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. 
 
Rabbi Jan Uhrbach  is Director of Liturgical Arts at the Jewish Theological Seminary.  She is 
also a well-known teacher of Torah and a gifted writer and liturgist.   
 

 

 

 



 

DAY TIME CLASS Location 

Sunday 10:00 AM Poetry from Israel with Neil Schluger In-person 

Monday 2:30 PM Women’s Torah Study with Rabbi Jan Uhrbach Zoom 

Monday 7:30 PM Five Things…About Judaism with Rabbi Kane 
In-person/ 
Zoom 

Monday 8:45 PM Talmud with Rabbi Kane Zoom 

Tuesday 11:15 AM Jews in the News with Rabbi Kane In-person 

Tuesday 7:30 PM Second Generation Survivors with Cheryl Katz In-person 

Thursday 10:30 AM HaMishpacha Discussion Group with Shari Baum 
In-person/ 
Zoom 

Saturday 10:30 AM The Chavurah Service with Brian Gelfand In-person 

Congregation Sons of Israel 

1666 Pleasantville Road *  Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 

(914) 762-2700 

www.csibriarcliff.org 

Summary of Adult Study Classes 


