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Ben Bag Bag taught: “Study it 

and turn it every which way, 

for you will find 

EVERYTHING is in it.”   

(Pirke Avot 5:24) 



 

 

Dear CSI Families,  

 

As we all know, this has been an unusual and trying year for all of us. Yet the Covid-19 

pandemic has also provided some surprising “silver linings.”  One of those is our ability to 

use our computers or devices for remote learning. We can now join classes and 

participate in programs from the comfort of our own homes. This opens up a world of 

possibilities! 

 

Of course, seeing each other in person would definitely be preferable, especially in our 

new Adult Study room which we are dedicating this fall.  Having a space that can easily 

accommodate 30 or more adults and is up-to-date with current technology will be a great 

boon to our classes.  For those unable to attend in person, there will always be a Zoom 

option. 

 

In the meantime, I would encourage you to look through this booklet and find the classes, 

programs and groups that are of interest to you. Some classes are new, while others are 

“old favorites.”  I have no doubt that there is something here for everybody!  

 

If you have trouble registering, please let us know and we will be happy to walk you 

through the process and make sure you are comfortable.  

 

Rabbi Steven C. Kane 

rabbi@csibraircliff.org 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com


 

CLASSES: 

MONDAY, 11:30 AM  WOMEN’S TORAH STUDY  

      with Rabbi Jan Uhrbach 

This class is entering its 19th year of exploring and understanding the Torah.   As Acting Dean of 
the JTS Rabbinical School, Rabbi Uhrbach’s time will be limited to four classes in the coming year; 
those sessions will be a departure from the class' usual approach, and will focus on rabbinic stories 
(aggadot).  The class will return to its usual format next year. 
 
Dates 10/25, 11/29, late January, early March TBD 
 
Class fee is $120 for CSI members; $200 for non-members.   
Registration required. Once your registration is complete, you will receive the zoom link for the 
class.   

MONDAY, 7:30 PM  FIVE THINGS YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO    

     KNOW ...           

    about Jews in America (mostly) behaving badly… 
 

     with Rabbi Kane  
 
You may attend any or all of these classes. 
 
October 18: Jewish Gangsters and the Mob 
As one book title says, "But He Was Good To His Mother!”  The involvement of Jews in organized 
crime, also known as "The Kosher Mafia.” 
 
November 15: Jewish Communists and Socialists in America 
How active were Jews in the American Communist and Socialist parties? What roles did they play 
in the hearings of HUAC (House Un-American Activities Committee)? Who was Roy Cohn? 
 
December 13:  Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 
Were they truly guilty of espionage, or were they "sacrificial sheep"? What is CSI's connection to 
them? 
 
January 10:  The Jews and Hollywood 
Do Jews actually own, control and run Hollywood?  
 
February 28: The rest: Jewish Slave Owners, Labor Unions and Prohibition 
Did Jews bring slaves to American shores? How Jewish was the ILGWU? How did we make 
kiddush during Prohibition?  
 

No Fee.  



 

MONDAY 7:30 PM  LEARN TO CHANT THE HAFTARAH 
 
     with Cantor Shiovitz 
 
Haven’t chanted a Haftarah since your Bar/Bat Mitzvah? Are you a little rusty with your 
Haftarah trope? Want to learn a new skill? Well, here is your chance! Join us on Monday 
evening to learn/relearn/refresh your Haftarah skills. Join others for a fun and 
interesting way to expand your synagogue skills and prepare to chant a Haftarah in shul. 
 
January 10, 24, 31 
February 7, 14 
March 7, 14 
 
RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz 

MONDAY, 8:45 PM  TALMUD  

     with Rabbi Kane 

No previous knowledge of Talmud is required!  We’ll continue with the study of tractate Berachot, 

one of the most accessible tractates of Talmud.  Join us and “dip your toe into the sea of the Tal-

mud.” 

The text is in Hebrew/Aramaic and English.  NEW STUDENTS WELCOME! 

First class:  October 4 

Class fee is $50 for CSI members, $100 for non-members.   

Registration required.  Once your registration is complete, you will receive the Zoom link for the 
class.  

TUESDAY, 11:15 AM  JEWS IN THE NEWS  

     with Rabbi Kane 

This is the 28th year of this interesting course which combines current events and conversation.  

Each week we engage in discussion on subjects ranging from religious issues to exotic Jewish 

communities.   

If you want to keep up with what’s happening in the Jewish world, this class is for you!   

First class: October 5 

No fee.   Please email Dina with questions. 

mailto:jshiovitz@gmail.com
mailto:dina@csibriarcliff.org


 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM  SECOND-GENERATION SURVIVORS 

     with Cheryl Katz 

Tell your family’s stories, support each others’ experiences and connect with people who might 

want to be speakers/educators in the future.  

Upcoming dates: October 12, November 9, December 14 

Contact Cheryl Katz for information or to register. 

TUESDAY, 12:30 PM  HaMISHPACHA PROGRAM 

     with Cantor Shiovitz 

Our award winning HaMishpacha program is for those age 65 and older. Each month a new and 
interesting musical program is presented.  The class is currently via ZOOM only and we hope to 
return to our luncheon format in the Spring. 
 
The Best of Broadway is a 3-part series featuring anecdotes and music presented by some of the 
amazing voices of the Cantors Assembly. 
 
October 12 The Best of Broadway-Stephen Schwartz 
November 9 The Best of Broadway-Stephen Sondheim 
December 14 The Best of Broadway-Who Knew They Were Jewish 
 
Additional Dates:  March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14 
 
RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz 

WEDNESDAY, 7:30 PM YES, CHAOTIC CLIMATE CHANGE CAN BE AVOIDED- 
     Here’s What To Do As Am Yisrael 
     
     with Bob Schloss 
 
This 3-session class will explore what you don’t know about climate change and what the 
American Jewish community and the state of Israel are starting to do, what your household, 
employer and county, local, state and federal government can do.  This class will be limited to 20 
people for those ages 16 and older. 
 
Class dates:  October 13, November 10, December 15 
 
 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:jshiovitz@gmail.com


 

THURSDAY, 11:00 AM COMTEMPORARY  ISSUES AND THE TALMUD 
 
     with Wendy Segal 
 
In this class we discuss modern issues, morals, and Judaism through the lens of the Talmud and 
our sages.  We start the year with a review of what the Talmud is why it was needed, and how a 
2,000 year old collection of laws and stories is relevant to our lives today.   
 
First class: October 7 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, 10:30 AM HaMISHPACHA DISCUSSION GROUP 

                 with Shari Baum, CSW 

Join in this informative and interesting group discussion about current events.  Classes are the 

2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month.  This discussion group is a WJCS Partners in Caring 

program funded by a generous grant from UJA Federation of New York.   

First class: October 14 

For more information and to register, please contact Shari Baum.   

THURSDAY, 7:30 PM  POETRY FROM ISRAEL 

     with Neil Schluger 

 

Modern Israeli Poetry:  We will continue to explore Israel through its culture by reading the 

works of some of its best contemporary poets from a broad range of backgrounds and 

perspectives.  This year we will read works of Leah Goldberg, Rivka Miriam, and others.  All 

texts will be provided in the original and in translation, and no knowledge of any language other 

than English is necessary.  The only requirement is a love of great writing, and a desire to 

explore beautiful and challenging poetry. 

 

Class Dates:  October 14, October 21, October 28, November 4 

mailto:sbaum@wjcs.com


 

SATURDAY, 10:30 AM THE CHAVURAH FAMILY SERVICE 

     With Judy Kane & Brian Gelfand  

    

Expertly led by Judy Kane and accompanied on keyboard by Brian Gelfand, one of the leading 

musicians in the Jewish world, this service is geared towards families but is open to people of all 

ages.  It features beautiful musical renditions of our prayers, stories and discussion. Designed as 

a shorter service, it will take place from 10:30-11:45AM. 

Come join us and add a bit of Shabbat joy to your week! 

Dates: October 23, November 6 [with Religious School], January 8 [with Religious School], 

February 12, March 26 [with Religious School], April 23 

SATURDAY, 12 Noon  HAZZ’NS’ TISH  

     with Cantor Shiovitz 

 
Join Cantor Shiovitz for a throwback to “good old fashioned community singing.”  Come learn 
z’mirot, table songs, Israeli songs and others from his award winning official songbook of the 
Conservative movement “B’Kol Echad: In One Voice.” It will take place once a month after 
Shabbat Kiddush. Knowledge of Hebrew or great singing voice not required. 
 

Dates:  October 23, December 4, January 22, February 12, March 12, April 9, May 14 

 



 



 

JEWISH MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES 

2021-2022 

This series, now beginning its 34th year, will be held on Saturday evenings at 8pm in  
congregants’ homes.  Programs will include musical demonstrations, discussion, fun and 
food!  Space is limited, so please sign up now HERE.  Please RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com. 
 

October 30 - New Synagogue Music From Israel - Part 1 Friday Night 

                   

January 8 - New Synagogue Music From Israel - Part 2 Shabbat Morning 

                

February 12 - Hadar and The Rising Song Institute Part 1 

  

March 5 - Hadar and The Rising Song Institute Part 2         

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/jmttages


 

SISTERHOOD AT CSI:   

CSI Sisterhood welcomes all women of CSI to join. We are part of Women’s League for 

Conservative Judaism, the largest synagogue based women’s organization in the 

world. We offer social and educational programs throughout the year, including 

speakers, a book club, Rosh Chodesh programs and our always popular Sisterhood 

Shabbat. We support CSI with our annual fundraisers “Honey from the Heart” for Rosh 

Hashanah and Mishloach Manot for Purim. Sisterhood volunteers always manage Matanah, the 

gift shop of CSI.  

New this year! Sisterhood is offering complimentary membership to any CSI Members or school 

families who have not previously joined Sisterhood. Please contact Robin Ginsberg, 

Sisterhood president, for information about becoming a member. 

GET INVOLVED... 

WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP: 

In 2015 a group of CSI women came together to form the Women’s Writing Workshop 

(WWW); it meets biweekly at CSI between October and June.  The group has just begun its 

sixth year of creating, writing, sharing, and discussing, albeit presently via Zoom. 

Have you ever thought about writing the next great American novel?  Or maybe a memoir?  

An ode to commemorate a special occasion?  A limerick to amuse your birthday child?  Some 

reflections on life in the twenty-first century?  Or would you like to immortalize tales from 

family history?  How can you pass on your thoughts and hopes to loved ones?   Are you 

inspired by camaraderie within a group of supportive women? If you’ve answered “yes” to any 

of the above, a writing group may be for you.  Plans are underway to form a second Women’s 

Writing Workshop.   

If you would like to learn more, please contact Marion Sader for encouragement, 
support, and details. 

 

CSI MEN’S CLUB: 

 
The Men's Club offers exciting programs throughout the year.  
For more information or to join, please contact Jason Eidlitz. 
 
 

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:marsader24@gmail.com
mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net


 

For more information, please 

contact Ryna Lustig   

mailto:rynalustig@gmail.com


 

CSI  Clergy & Staff: 

Rabbi Steven C. Kane   Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  

Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz   Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

Wendy Segal   RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 

 Religious School Education Director 

Naomi  Elyachar   Naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

  Nursery School Director 

Ellen Green Johnson   Ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

  Synagogue Director 

Andrea Bromberg   CSIUSY@csibriarcliff.org 

  USY/Kadima Advisor 

Dina Katz   Dina@csibriarcliff.org 

  Rabbi’s Assistant 

Janice Rappaport   Janice@csibriarcliff.org  

  Administrative Assistant 

Jennifer Halperin   Jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org 

 Administrative Assistant 

Officers: 

President     Clare Rosen 

Treasurer     Robert Margolies 

Secretary     Marc Auslander 

Vice President    Robin Ginsberg 

Vice President    Jill Greenstein 

Vice President    Mark Rosenberg 

Vice President    Fred Schulman 

Immediate Past President    Steve Bender 

 



 

Adult Learning Faculty Members: 
 

 

Rabbi Steven C. Kane:  Rabbi, Congregation Sons of Israel 
 
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz:  Cantor, Congregation Sons of Israel 
 
Wendy Segal  Religious School Education Director, Congregation Sons of Israel, is a licensed 
high school English and Social Studies teacher.  She taught Hebrew school at the Yorktown 
Jewish Center for over 25 years and has been studying Talmud weekly with her chavruta (study 
partner) for the last 27 years. 
 
Shari Baum, LMSW is Coordinator of the Partners In Caring  program at Westchester Jewish 
Community Services (WJCS). Partners in Caring is generously funded by UJA Federation of New 
York.  Shari received her Masters in Social Work from the Wurzweiler School of Social Work. 
 
Bob Schloss  is a retired IBM Research Computer Scientist, where he worked after 2000 on 
regional level energy optimization and smart grid. Previously he co-authored a National 
Research Council study on the social implications of the Internet for Youth.  He began exploring 
what the Jewish community was doing through Hazon and the Arava Institute, and now 
volunteers with NRDC, EDF, Yale Blue Green, WJC Greening Council and Dayenu.org leveraging 
approaches to scalable systems change pioneered at Rocky Mountain Institute and the Yale 
School of the Environment.  With his wife Emily Sack, they renovated a 90-year-old house into 
one that is NetZero energy "Passive House" in Ossining NY.   
 
Neil Schluger, M.D. is Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology and Environmental Health 
Sciences at Columbia University Medical Center in New York City, and Chief of the Division of 
Pulmonary, Allergy and Critical Care Medicine there as well. He also serves as Senior Advisor for 
Science at Vital Strategies, an NGO devoted to global public health issues.  He has studied for 
many years at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. 
 
Rabbi Jan Uhrbach is Director of Liturgical Arts at the Jewish Theological Seminary.  She is 
also a well-known teacher of Torah and a gifted writer and liturgist.   
 

 

 

 


