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Congregation Sons of Israel 
    THE MYERS FAMILY CAMPUS    

CONTINUING THE VISION — BUILDING OUR FUTURE 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

5 Elul - 5 Tishrei 5782/5783 

OUR OPENING BBQ OF THE YEAR! 
Sunday, 9/11  

11am - 1 pm on the Farm.  
(Rain or shine, we’ll come inside if the 

weather is bad).  
 

Fun and food for people of all ages.  
REGISTER HERE 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/csi_welcome_2022
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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Interim Religious School 
Director:   
Orit Daly 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Mark J. Rosenberg, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Shane Dolch,  VP 
Suzanne Haber,  VP 
Deborah Hertz,  VP 
Henrik Sukonnik,  VP 
Jack Zinn, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Clare Rosen, IPP 

2022 HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 
LULAV AND ETROG ORDERS DUE 9/25 — CLICK HERE TO ORDER 
 
Selichot — Saturday, 9/17 (on site & Zoom)   9:00pm 
 
High Holiday Chair Set-Up — Thursday, 9/22  6-8pm 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah — Sunday, 9/25    6:30pm 

Rosh Hashanah Day One — Monday, 9/26   8:45am 

 Family Service/Tashlich on the Farm   5:00pm 

 Holiday Evening Service     6:15pm 

Rosh Hashanah Day Two — Tuesday, 9/27   8:45am 

 

Mincha Erev Yom Kippur — Tuesday, 10/4   3:00pm 

Kol Nidre — Tuesday, 10/4     6:15pm 

Yom Kippur — Wednesday, 10/5    9:00am 

 Yizkor Memorial Service (time approximate)           11:45am 

 Family Service on the Farm    3:30pm 

 Rabbi’s Study Session      3:30pm 

 Mincha       4:30pm 

 Ne’ilah       6:00pm 

 Conclusion of Fast     7:12pm 

************************************************************************************ 

Erev Sukkot  — Sunday, 10/9     6:30pm 

Sukkot Morning Service —  Monday, 10/10   9:10am 

Sukkot Evening Service —  Monday, 10/10   6:30pm  

Sukkot Morning Service  — Tuesday, 10/11   9:10am 

Shemini Atzeret Evening Service  — Sunday, 10/16 6:30pm 

Shemini Atzeret w/ Yizkor — Monday, 10/17   9:10am  

Simchat Torah —  Monday, 10/17    7:00pm 

Simchat Torah — Tuesday, 10/18    9:10am  

 
 
 

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES BEING HELD IN THE SANCTUARY  
WILL ALSO BE LIVE STREAMED 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/lulav-etrog
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/lulav-etrog
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org               

     Most holidays, whether religious or secu-
lar, commemorate some event or honor an 
individual hero. For example, as Americans 
we have holidays that honor presidents 
such as George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln, and heroes such as Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. As Jews we celebrate holidays 
that commemorate our freedom from slav-
ery, (Pesach), and our receiving the Torah 
(Shavuot). Each of these days are filled with 
joyous celebrations involving unique foods, 
like matzah, or activities, such as parades, 
fireworks and song. These holidays also of-
ten have special symbols of their meaning, 
such as candles, a lulav/etrog  or decorative 
flags.   
     What about Rosh HaShanah and Yom  

Kippur? While they are technically two  
separate holidays, they mark a single peri-
od of time, the first ten days of the New 
Year, aseret y'mei teshuvah ( the ten days of  
repentance). This is seen through the litur-
gy that carries through all ten days, asking 
God and our fellow human beings to forgive 
us, and working on becoming better peo-
ple. Yet unlike all the other holidays, what 
is interesting is that Judaism's most im-
portant holidays, the ones that are desig-
nated as such by their title of Yamim Nor-
aim, the High Holidays  (or Days of Awe), 
have little to do with history, symbolism or 
celebrations.  
     Why would we designate our most 

 important holidays as the time, not when 
we are celebrating an event or honoring a 
person, but when we are pursuing an idea? 
Why choose a holiday period that has no 
symbolic foods (food is even prohibited on 
one of the days), and whose only significant 
ritual object is a simple ram's horn? 

     The answer it seems to me is that this is 
not simply a three day holiday, or even 

 

 aseret y'mei teshuvah, ten days of repent-
ance. It is rather a forty day period of intro-
spection that begins on the first day of the 
Hebrew month of Elul and continues on 
through Yom Kippur. Each day we sound 
the shofar and recite Psalm 27, to awaken 
us to proclaiming God as the guiding light 
of our lives. Indeed these  
forty days are seen in the midrash as  

reflecting the forty days that Moses stood 
on top of Mt. Sinai waiting to receive the 
Torah. Interestingly the Aramaic word for 
Torah found in the Talmud is or'aita, "the 
light". Thus what we are doing is more than 
a celebration or commemoration. It is a  

commitment to a way of life, to following in 
God's light/Torah, something that cannot 
be accomplished in just a few short days.  

     Our tradition's choice of Rosh HaShanah 
and Yom Kippur as our most important  
holidays says something about Jewish  

values. T hey are neither celebrating a  

moment in time nor an honored individual, 
but rather a commitment to a philosophy of 
life, one that we need to renew each and 
every year. There is no doubt about the  

importance of  celebrating holidays that 
commemorate  joyous events. They help us 
to sanctify time and honor our history. Yet 
Judaism says that more important than that 
are the  opportunities for repentance,  
forgiveness and change. What indeed could 
be more important to celebrate than a  
holiday that focuses on that? 

     Judy, Arielle, Tamar, Daniel, Elan, Leora 
and I wish all of you a Shanah Tovah, a good 
and sweet New Year! 

 

L’hitraot,  

 

mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

      A student once came to the head of the Yeshiva 
and asked permission to go home early. “I am a 
Hazzan, “ he explained, “and I need to go home and 
look over the Machzor.”  “The Machzor has not 
changed since last year,” said his teacher. “But you 
have. Go home and look over yourself.” 
     There are two tasks that each of us must do as we 
prepare for the High Holidays. One is to look over the 
Machzor and carefully prepare the words we will use. 
This task we can do together with others. But there is 
another, more difficult and more important task that 
we must do to prepare for Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. We must look inside ourselves to see how we 
have changed since this time last year. 
     Each of us must do this alone. We cannot hire an 
outside accountant to do this cheshbon hanefesh, 
this soul searching and character assessment. The 
questions God places before us on Rosh Hashanah 
can be avoided for only so long, and then, inevitably, 
we must face them directly. We have been through 
many transitions, taken many detours, and 
discovered unexpected terrain as we have journeyed 
through life. And the questions of Rosh Hashanah are 
designed to bring us back to the right path in the 
event we have strayed. 
     And so we must ask: Have I become the person I 
thought I was going to be when I was young and 
watched the adults around me, as I was thinking 
about what it means to grow up? Am I the spouse/
partner I thought I was going to be before I got 
married, or the parent I hoped to be before I had 
children? Am I the child to my parent that God wants 
me to be? Am I as honest today in my profession as I 
was when I started? Am I still the friend I am capable 
of being, or have I turned inward? Have I handled my 
disappointments with grace, and my successes with 
humility? Am I able to remove anger and resentment 
from my soul? Did I lose my youthful ideas when the 
reality of life challenged me? 
     The answers to these questions, and more, are 
known and knowable by each of us. Once having 
asked the question, the answer usually presents 
itself. This, then, is the task of preparing for Rosh 

Hashanah: discovering the right questions to ask as 
we look over ourselves. And then, when we come to 
shul — alone, or with our family and friends — we 
bring the questions with us. Somewhere in the 
Machzor, in the music, in the company of daveners, 
perhaps in the words of the sermon, we find the 
strength to find the answers. And somewhere, from 
within, from around us, we find the strength to direct 
our lives, to renew our days of old. 
     This ultimately is the gift of Rosh Hashanah. Each 
year we are reminded to ask these questions. And 
each year we are given the opportunity to change. 
We don’t have to wait until the final stages of life 
before we look back on our entire 120 years and find 
ourselves disappointed in the ways our lives have 
turned out. We don’t have to live, or die, with 
regrets. And this is a beautiful thing. 
     Robyn and I, as well as our children and 
grandchildren (Rachel, Yonah, Miriam and Maya, 
David and Gina, Sarah, Drew and Jamie, and Talia) 
wish you a year of health, prosperity, growth and 
love. See you in shul! 
           
  

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Mark J. Rosenberg 

     Love your neighbor as thyself. (Leviticus 19:18). 
Or, as Hillel stated when he was asked to teach 
the Torah to a Roman while standing on one foot, 
“What is hateful to you, do not do to your 
neighbor. That is the whole Torah; the rest is 
commentary.”  

     Kindness and respect for others, along with 
tikkun olam (healing the world), are central ethical 
virtues of Judaism and forms of holiness. Our 
relationships with one another are just as 
important as our relationship with God. 

     As the High Holidays approach and we take 
time to reflect and evaluate ourselves, and with 
our society seemingly becoming more coarse each 
day, let us commit to being more mindful of how 
we treat others. Be free with a compliment, say 
thank you, give words of comfort and credit where 
credit is due, understand that people make 
mistakes even for the best-intentioned of reasons 
and listen to what others have to say. Importantly, 
appreciate that a person holding an opinion 
different than yours does not make that person 
wrong or bad, particularly when we are all working 
towards the same goal. 

 

     Kindness doesn’t just benefit others. It benefits 
the person being kind. Studies have shown that 
introducing small acts of kindness into your 
routine will noticeably boost your mood. The 
studies also show that acts of kindness have a 
ripple effect, making the people on the receiving 
end more likely to exhibit acts of kindness to 
others.  

     I appreciate that the past few years have been 
difficult in many ways. As we move forward, let us 
do so based on a foundation of kindness and 
respect.  

     I wish all of you a happy, healthy and sweet 
New Year. 

 

Mark J. Rosenberg 

President@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
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A FEW HIGH HOLIDAY REMINDERS 

 

• Please adhere to all security policies! They have been put into place to 

provide a safe and comfortable High Holiday experience for everyone. 

We cannot stress enough how important this is. 

• Tickets are required for entry.  Ticket holders’ names are on each 

ticket, including those who have purchased guest tickets.   

• Ushers will escort attendees to un-reserved seats.  These seats may 

differ from day to day.  

• Children must stay with their parents at all times, except for those 

registered for babysitting.   

• MEMORIAL BOOKLET 2022/5783 — A link to last year’s Memorial 

Booklet can be found here. Use the link here to request your listing be 

the same as last year or update any changes. The deadline for 

inclusion is Thursday, 9/29.  

 

LIVE STREAM INFORMATION WILL  

BE E-MAILELD AND POSTED  

ON THE CSI WEBSITE 

 

 

 

The full High Holiday Handbook 
can be found here 

https://images.shulcloud.com/14233/uploads/Documents/Holidays/MemorialBooklet2021.pdf
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/memorial_booklet
https://images.shulcloud.com/14233/uploads/Documents/Holidays/HighHolidayHandbookfor2022.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/14233/uploads/Documents/Holidays/HighHolidayHandbookfor2022.pdf
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CSI COMMUNITY ORGANIC FARM – SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

     This growing season has been a difficult one for our grapevines.  As a result of the heavy rains 

experienced in the late spring we lost a number of vines to the excessive moisture.  We have pruned 

them down to their trunks and are hopeful that they will regenerate for next year’s growing season. 

     In the last week of July and again in early August we added some extensions to the 4” x 4” 

structures that support the cordon wires needed to attach the spurs and canes that generate the 

clusters of grapes.  This was done to raise the height of the supports and we also added additional 

wires over which we placed netting to discourage the birds from devouring our crop.  This was only 

partially successful and we have learned that next year we need to start earlier in July to make sure 

the crop is protected.  Mother nature fooled us with a very hot, sunny summer which caused early 

ripening of the grape clusters and attracted the birds before we completed installing the netting. 

     As we have done in previous years, we intend to supplement our wine production with purchased 

grapes and intend to experiment with a blend that will include Petite Syrah, a grape that is less acidic 

than our Marquette hybrid.  It is anticipated that this will soften the final product and enhance the 

flavor and complexity of the wine.   

     Anyone interested in participating and learning winemaking should contact Aaron Stern: 
sternab@aol.com or notify the office.  The grapes are expected to be harvested in mid-September 
and the winemaking will immediately follow. 
 
Aaron  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sternab@aol.com
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PLEASE — NO DROP OFFS AT CSI! 

https://www.oppshopchappaqua.com/
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

Naomi Elyachar 
Nursery School Director 

Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

The teachers and staff at CSI Nursery School have been busy 

getting ready for the new school year. Everyone is looking 

forward to greeting students and families this month! 

Below is our tentative calendar for the fall. 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/tuesdays-for-tots--almost-2s.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/tuesdays-for-tots--almost-2s.html
mailto:Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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     With a new year upon us we have so much 
news to share in the Religious School.  New 
teachers, new lessons, and a new Director! As 
the Interim Religious School Director, I would 
like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to 
those in our community who may not know me. I 
have been a member of CSI since 2010 and 
raised my two children, Shoshana and Reuben, 
in the Religious School.  I was raised in an 
Israeli home in Los Angeles, speaking 
Hebrew.  I went to a Jewish Day School and 
learned Hebrew language (both Modern and 
Biblical), culture, religion and community.  After 
earning degrees in History, Political Science and 
Education at the University of California 
Berkeley and Syracuse University, I became a 
High School History teacher where, because of 
my background, I was tasked with teaching 
Hebrew, World, Jewish and Israeli History.  So it 
seems as though I’ve come full circle to bring 
that knowledge to my new role in my own 
community.  I now spend most of my time 
making pottery, which I sell at Croton River 
Artisans Gallery in Croton as well as local craft  
shows and art fairs. 
 

     With a new year we are also hoping to bring 
back some older traditions that may have been 
put on hold during the pandemic.  We will be 
holding Children’s and Family services on the 
High Holidays. We hope to see many of you at 
our events throughout the year.  We will also 
include the farm more in our Judaic lessons. We 
have a member of the community and a former 
student joining the teaching staff in addition to 
veteran teachers Sheera Zuckerman and Julia 
Parzen.  Rivkah Nechemia Thrope has a 
passion for Jewish Farming and related 
educational programming, and we will be 
utilizing her skills to bring the classroom to the 
farm and the farm to the classroom.   
 
     I am looking forward to this new year!! 
 
Orit Daly 
Religious School Director 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
 
 
 
 

 

             FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Orit Daly 

TEENS NEEDED  
Work available in all aspects of the Religious School. Skills and interest will be 
matched as much as possible for the most enriching and engaging experience for all.  
Get paid or earn community service hours. 

 
 
Upcoming events: 
September 11th: First Day of School, Meet the Teachers. 9am-11am 
Community BBQ and picnic on the farm immediately following. 11am-1pm 

 

mailto:RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/school_enrollment.php
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CARING COMMUNITY 

The Caring Community is here to support our CSI family.  
 

Do you knit or crochet?  The Caring Community welcomes a new baby into our 
community with a lovely small handmade car blanket for a car seat or 
stroller.  These are personally delivered to nursery school and member families who 
are celebrating this simcha.  We will provide a pattern and yarn if you need it.   
For information or to volunteer, please email Margie Kirsch  or call her at 914-589-7057. 
****************************************************************************************
One of the services we provide is driving people to doctor’s appointments.  Call Judy Boehr (914-762-1984) 
if you need a ride, but please call several days in advance so that we have time to arrange a driver for you. 
Other alternatives:   
Taxi rides within Ossining are no more than $5/trip: Ecua Taxi  (914) 944-4500 
2 outlets that give free rides: 
• TRA (Transportation Resources Access):   
      (914) 764-3533  
      Register on line here. 
• Ride Connect (through Family Services of Westchester):   
      (914) 242-7433  
       Link here.                 

Once again, we will be collecting food for the Ossining Food Pantry.   

The drive begins on Rosh Hashanah (September 26th) and continues through the end of Simchat 
Torah (October 18th).  The Pantry has requested the following items: 

• cold cereal (low sugar) 

• oatmeal 

• olive or vegetable oil 

• peanut butter 

• jelly 

• pasta 

• pasta sauce 

• tuna fish 

(Please check the expiration dates to make sure items have not expired.) 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS PROGRAM! 

NEXT MEETING:  WED, 9/28 AT 7PM 

mailto:margerykirsch@gmail.com
https://my-tra.org/
http://rideconnectwestchester.org/
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   This summer the Resettlement Committee has been busy!  The K family (our recently 
resettled Afghan family) continues to thrive.  In August the committee held a Welcome/Ice 
Cream Social for the K family on the CSI Farm - a good time was had by all.  Every week 
members of the CSI community engage with the family in large and small ways including 
ESL lessons, outings, carpooling, grocery shopping, and medical appointments. The 

experience has enriched our all of us and forever changed the lives of this young family.   

   The Resettlement Committee is now preparing to help a second family resettle in our 
area.  Under the “Uniting for Ukraine” program up to 100,000 Ukrainians fleeing Russian 
aggression will be able to settle in the US for up to two years.  With the help of HIAS and 
WJCI (Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration) we will be hosting a Ukrainian family 
locally.  A group of new and existing members of the Resettlement Committee are 
organizing to provide the support this new family will need.  Please join us! This work is 

extremely satisfying and does not require specific experience or skills.   

   Thank you for all you have already done and please join us in our effort to support a 
second family.  For more on how you can get involved, call or email 

(resettlement@csibriarcliff.org). 

 

L’Shana Tovah! 

Abbe Marcus and Julie Peskoe 

We need additional drivers for the K family.   
Mr. K needs rides to and from work (in Briarcliff) daily.   

From pick up to drop off it’s a 10-minute mitzvah.  Please consider signing up. 

RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE 

A NOTE FROM CLARE ROSEN, IPP 

September is a time of beginnings. Some mark September as the start of a new school/academic year, but 
all of us prepare for the Jewish New Year on September 25th-27th (5783). Know that we are listening and 
understand that you are seeking engagement. Your elected officers and trustees are committed to fostering 
a Jewish community among our membership. With this in mind,  President Mark Rosenberg has asked me to 
chair a new committee that is tasked with making CSI an engaging community for all its members.  In other 
words, we want to be known as a synagogue that feels warm and intimate.  
 

Our efforts to accomplish a warm and intimate relationship with each of you will be thwarted unless you let 
us know what you want. Three trustees have volunteered to serve on the committee:  Bette Slutsky, Cheryl 
Katz, and Eric Leibert.  We want your ideas to lift up those congregants who feel alone, and we also want 
you to join us in planning ways to bring all of us into the community.  
 

Rather than tell you my thoughts, I want to hear your unique concerns and new ways to continually engage 
members. Please send me ideas, concerns, etc. that will help us keep you involved.  And if you are 
considering joining us as a committee member, I’d be happy to talk with you. 
 

I can be reached by email at cerpmr@gmail.com  or by cell phone at 914-393-3028.  
 

Warm regards,  Clare Rosen, Immediate Past President  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VUyWNAUimFXB13-DwmimvZiFAe5L_yXrtGZxxTsHCcs/edit
mailto:resettlement@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:cerpmr@gmail.com
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 

Did you know that the 2022-2023 membership year began on July 1st? To renew 
your Sisterhood membership, please mail your check for $36 ($54 for non-CSI 
members) to Annleah Berger, 10 Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. Please 
include your name, address, phone number and e-mail.  If you would prefer to pay 
by credit card, contact Robin at Robsamg@optonline.net and an invoice will be 
sent. (There is an additional charge to cover the credit card service fees.) 
 
Sisterhood offers complimentary membership for one year to new CSI members and 
to any CSI members or school families who have not previously joined Sisterhood. 
Just contact Robin to sign up! 
 
First Sisterhood Event of the Year: 
Sunday, September 18th at 11:30am:  Membership Brunch with a speaker from the 
Metro North Region of Women’s League to discuss the Torah Fund and how we can 
help. Please RSVP to Annleah annberger@optonline.net. 
 
Future Events: 
Thursday, October 13th Time TBD:  “Sisters in the Sukkah” 
Wednesday, October 26th at 7:30pm:  Zoom program with author Maggie Anton 
 
News Flash! 
Shelley Glick is our new Book Club chairperson. Our first meeting will be in 
November. 
  
Thank you to all who participated in our Honey from the Heart fundraiser.  
Remember, Sisterhood cannot support CSI without the financial support of the 
congregation. 
 
I wish you all a happy, healthy and sweet new year. 
Your Sisterhood President, 
Robin  

President: Robin Ginsberg  Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter  
Recording Secretary: Beth Levine  Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin: Marion Jablansky  

Membership: Annleah Berger  Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 
Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:annberger@optonline.net
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MEN’S CLUB  

Thank you to Mark Reisman for helping make our 

visit to the Rockland Boulders a success!  We had 

nearly 30 attendees!   

 

 

Join the Men’s 

Club here. 

 

Questions/Ideas: 

Email us here.   

Foliage Walk on Sunday, October 30th.   

 

We are looking forward to welcoming CSI member 

and school families to our BBQ on Sunday, 

September 11th.  There will be games, music, crafts 

and good food! 

 

Torah On Tap with Rabbi Kane will be on Thursday, 

September 29th at 8pm  

at 105-Ten in Briarcliff Manor.   

Discussion: Intermarriage. 

 

We will be in the Sukkah on Wednesday,  

October 12th, Time TBD, for our annual Men’s Club 

Scotch & Steak event.   

 

Mark your calendars for a Family & Stroller Friendly 

Jewish-themed Fall Foliage Walk on Sunday, 

October 30th.   

 

Wishing a Happy New Year to all! 

Book Club: 
Wednesday, 9/14 

Killers of the  
Flower Moon 

By David Grann 
Time/Date TBD 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:mensclub@csibriarcliff.org


Page 18 Congregation Sons of Israel September 2022 

 

PRIDE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we begin a New Year, the Pride Committee will 
continue its efforts to ensure CSI is a welcoming 
community for all LGBTQ Jews and their families.  
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 13

th
 at 7:30pm. 

For more information or to join us, email Suzanne Haber.  
 
Here are some Back to School Resources from Keshet 
that you may find helpful. Click here for  
in-depth resources, practical tips, and true stories geared 
toward students, families, educators, and faculty. 
 
Wishing everyone a fruitful, sweet, and happy 5783! 

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
https://www.keshetonline.org/back-to-school-resources/
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OUR SEPTEMBER B’NAI MITZVAH 

ADIN FIJMAN: SEPTEMBER 3rd 

 
My name is Adin Fijman. On September 3rd, 2022, I will be called to the bimah to 
become a Bar Mitzvah. My mom’s name is Marjory, my dad’s name is Alex, my twin 
brother’s name is Caleb and my younger brother’s name is Oliver. My babysitter Carol 
is like another grandma to me. We have two guinea pigs, several fish and one hermit 
crab. I live in Chappaqua and have lived there since I was born. I go to Seven Bridges 
Middle School and am entering 8th grade. I was in the Diversity Club during the last 
school year. Next year I will be in the advanced math class because I was really good at 
math last year. I like to play video games and watch TV, but I also like to go to the pool 
and play in the park with my friends. I have a lot of after school activities. I do CrossFit 
and piano on Mondays, have voice lessons on Wednesdays, play tennis on Thursdays 
and go to rock climbing on Fridays. My Bar Mitzvah project is volunteering with the 
SPCA. Every Saturday I go to the SPCA and help make treats for the dogs at the 
shelter. I put yogurt on dog treats, I fill Kongs with kibble and top it off with peanut 
butter. After the treats are done the supervisors take us to the dog kennels and they 
give the dogs the treats. It’s really nice to see all of the dogs so excited to eat the treats 
I helped to make. I always wanted a dog since I was very little, but my mom wouldn't let 
me get one because she couldn’t live with all of the shedding. Whenever I see a dog in 
public, I need to pet it because they are so cute! I am proud of all the work I have put 
into becoming a Bar Mitzvah. I am proud to have the opportunity to stand up in front of 
the community and recite my Haftarah. I had a lot of people help me get this far. I would 
like to thank Wendy Segal, our Hebrew School director, for helping my peers and me to 
better understand the Torah and our history. I would like to thank Sheera Zuckerman 
for teaching me and helping me make my speech to the congregation and Caren 
Shapiro for teaching me all those years. I would like to thank Cantor Shiovitz for 
teaching me my Haftarah and prayers and helping me get prepared for my big day. I 
also want to acknowledge Rabbi Kane, who invited me up to the bimah to gain the 
confidence to stand in front of the congregation for my Bar Mitzvah. Lastly, I would like 
to thank my friends and family for being there for me and making life more bearable 
when things get rough. Thank you everyone for helping me get this far. 
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CALEB FIJMAN: SEPTEMBER 3rd 
 
My name is Caleb Fijman. I live with my mom, dad, twin brother, and younger brother. I 
will be called to the bimah to recite my Haftarah, Shof’tim. I have attended CSI since I was 
a baby, first for preschool, then for Hebrew School. So naturally, it is a very important 
place to me. I am very happy that I get to become a Bar Mitzvah here.  I go to Seven 
Bridges Middle School and I am entering 8th grade. All things considered, 7th grade has 
been harder than other school years. I say this because the things that we learned in 7th 
grade are a lot more challenging than in previous grades and it’s been a bit difficult 
juggling school and preparing for my Bar Mitzvah. I am so glad that I have made it to this 
day. In school, I participate in a club called Diversity Club, in which we discuss current 
events, and things like LGBTQ+, racism, sexism, etc. in an attempt to become more 
aware and educated about these topics. We also try to educate others in our school 
community. I also participate in cross country in the fall, and track and field in the spring. 
It is quite exhausting, pushing yourself in these sports, but the results really show. In 
addition, I play tennis and do rock-climbing. For my Bar Mitzvah project, I started helping 
out at the Tarrytown food pantry, helping to stock food on the shelves for people who 
need it. The reason that I chose to do this is because I thought that it was really sad that 
in today's day and age, lots of people don’t have access to this basic necessity, food, 
and not being able to feed one’s children or oneself can be a really sad thing. So I 
thought that I’d help change this reality in whatever small way I can. I just want to say 
thank you to everybody who helped and made it possible for me to reach this day, 
including my Hebrew School teachers, Sheera Zuckerman, Caren Shapiro, and Wendy 
Segal, just to name a few. I’d also like to acknowledge the people who helped me learn 

OUR SEPTEMBER B’NAI MITZVAH -  continued 

JACOB MOSS:  SEPTEMBER 10th 

Hi my name is Jacob Moss. I have lived in Pleasantville with my mom since I was born. I 
attend Pleasantville middle school and play the saxophone in the school band. This year I 
am going to join the jazz band also. I enjoyed being on the stage crew for the school play 
and this year I might even try out for a part in the play. Some of my hobbies are tennis, 
swimming, video games, hanging out with my friends, biking, and playing my saxophone. 
 
I love animals so decided for my Bar Mitzvah project I would like to collect needed items for 
the SPCA. 
 
I will become a Bar Mitzvah on September 10, 2022 and will recite the prayers and my Torah 
portion Ki Tietzei. I have been a part of CSI since I was 2 when I attended nursery school, 
and I will be for a lot longer.  
 
I would like to thank all my Hebrew School teachers over the years, Cantor Shiovitz, Rabbi 
Kane, my mom, and everyone else that has helped me prepare for this amazing day.  
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Celebrant          Date             Age 

Jacob Moss        1   13 
Caleb Sukonnik      8    2 
Mikhail Nabi     14   12  
Zachary Belle     15     5  
Harrison Fleischer     21   12  
Brianna Hawson         24   12  
Julian Sukonnik           24     6  

CELEBRANTS             DATE     YEARS  

Alex Fijman & Marjory Alabre      2  16 
James & Sarena Gary      3  24 
Elliot Fuhr & Merle Pine                   6   36 
Kevin & Sonia Mathisson      6  24 
Robert Schloss & Emily Sack     7  41 
Evan & Elaine Wetzler      7  36 
Neil & Leona Schluger               9  32 
Jonathan Gray & Rachel Kozupsky    9    5 
Richard & Sharman Gans     10  33 
Philip & Amy Horowitz    11  28 
Arnold & Sharon Richter    12  70 
Andrew & Carole Kagan    12  46 
Gregory Gilbert & Lydia Gulick   12    7 
Deane & Abbe Marcus    13  36 
William & Larisa Paulmeno   13  32 
Steven & Robin Karp                15  35 
Adam & Susan Wachtel     15                     11 
Stephen & Norma Katz    16              38 
Arthur & Benji Baer    17  33 
David & Elizabeth Metzger   17  33 
Peter & Shane Dolch    17  17 
Paul & Nannette Wasserman   23  33 
Richard & Wendy Segal    29                     37 
Scott & Sari Neave     29  11 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
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DONATIONS  

Mazal Tov to Alex Fijman and Marjory Alabre on the B’nai Mitzvah of their sons, Adin and Caleb. 
 
Mazal Tov to Julie Moss on the Bar Mitzvah of her son, Jacob. 
 
Mazal Tov to Gregory Gilbert and Lydia Gulick on the birth of their son, Benjamin Jay Gilbert 
Gulick. 
 
Mazal Tov to Barbara and Henry Schoenfeld on the birth of their granddaughter, Emmy Beth 
Schoenfeld.   
 
Mazal Tov to Merle Pine and Elliot Fuhr on the engagement of their son Brandon and Maren 
Eisenmesser. 
 
Condolences to Alyssa Jacobs, wife of John Chambal,  on the loss of her father, Irving Jacobs. 
Condolences to Alan Suna on the loss of his mother, Bernice Suna. 
Condolences to Mindy Berkower on the loss of her father, Ira Pisetzner. 
Condolences to Richard Yoken on the loss of his brother, Stephen Yoken. 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
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DONATIONS - continued 
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DONATIONS - continued 
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

