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  Congregation Sons of Israel 
    THE MYERS FAMILY CAMPUS    

CONTINUING THE VISION — BUILDING OUR FUTURE 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

 24 Elul - 24 Tishrei 5781 

   
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
Service schedule on page 2. 

Sukkah building at CSI:   
Sunday, 9/12 at 9am. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   
No experience required.  

BARBECUE ON 
THE CSI FARM! 

 
SEE PAGE 16. 

 
JOIN US! 
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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Religious School Education 
Director:  Wendy Segal 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Clare Rosen, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Robin Ginsberg, VP 
Jill Greenstein, VP 
Mark Rosenberg, VP 
Fred Schulman, VP 
Bob Margolies, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Steve Bender, IPP 

2021 HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

     CLICK HERE TO ORDER: LULAV & ETROG ORDERS DUE 9/6 

 
Erev Rosh Hashanah - Monday, 9/6    6:30pm 
 
Rosh Hashanah Day One - Tuesday, 9/7    8:45am 
 
Children’s Service        11:15am 
 
Family Service/Tashlich on the Farm    5:00pm 
 
Holiday Evening Service      6:15pm 
 
Rosh Hashanah Day Two - Wednesday, 9/8   8:45am 
**************************************************************************************** 
Mincha Erev Yom Kippur - Wednesday, 9/15   3:00pm 
 
Kol Nidre        6:45pm 
 
Yom Kippur - Thursday, 9/16     9:00am 
   
Children’s Service        11:15am 
   
Yizkor Memorial Service (time approximate)              11:45am 
 
Family Service on the Farm      4:00pm 
 
Rabbi’s Study Session       4:00pm 
 
Mincha        5:00pm 
 
Ne’ilah        6:30pm 
 
Conclusion of Fast       7:44pm 
**************************************************************************************** 
Erev Sukkot -  Monday, 9/20     6:30pm 
 
Sukkot  Morning Service - Tuesday, 9/21    9:10am 
 
Sukkot  Evening Service - Tuesday 9/21    6:30pm  
 
Sukkot  Morning Service - Wednesday, 9/22    9:10am 
**************************************************************************************** 
Shemini Atzeret Evening Service - Monday, 9/27   6:30pm 
 
Shemini Atzeret  w/ Yizkor- Tuesday, 9/28    9:10am  
 
Simchat Torah  Evening Service - Tuesday, 9/28   7:00pm 
 
Simchat Torah  Morning Service- Wednesday, 9/29  9:10am  

CSI HGH HOLIDAY POLICIES AND MEMORIAL BOOKLET 

 INFORMATION ON PAGE 7. 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/lulav-etrog


September 2021 Congregation Sons of Israel Page 3 

 

 

FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

     The answer to the perennial question "are the 
holidays early or late this year?" is that they are 
clearly early! It is not very often that Labor Day 
weekend leads into Rosh HaShanah, which is 
exactly what we have this year. (Though we should 
note that, like the Jewish holidays, Labor Day can 
also be early or late -  and this year it's late!)  Of 
course on the Jewish calendar, the holidays are 
always right on time, coming when we are ready to 
begin a new year. Even when they are early on the 
secular calendar, we still begin to feel the cool 
nights of the end of summer, letting us know that 
change is in the air.  
      
     There are many different things people do in and 
around the holidays. One enduring custom is to visit 
the graves of our ancestors and loved ones. I think 
we do this for a number of reasons. First and 
foremost, the holidays are one of the significant 
times we miss them the most. We all have special 
memories of holiday time spent with our loved 
ones, whether at a meal, in shul or just being with 
them. We also want to honor those who came 
before us, their having given us the values and "life 
lessons" that we cherish. When visiting them we 
can let them know that we are grateful to them for 
the gift of life which they gave to us. Perhaps most 
significantly we can let it be known (whether it's 
making it known to us or to them) that they have 
not been forgotten. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
      
    
      
 
 
 
 

     The concept of "remembrance" is found 
throughout the Rosh HaShanah service. The Torah 
reading on the first day begins with the words 
"Adonai remembered Sarah as God had 
promised” (Gen 21:1), which is the promise that she 
would give birth to a child. One of the main parts of 
the musaf service is called Zichronot 
(Remembrances), consisting of 10 Biblical verses 
where God took note of and remembered the 
people of Israel in times of need. Even the 
metaphor of being written into the Book of Life for 
the coming year is called in the Hebrew sefer 
zichronot, or “The Book of Remembrance." 
      
     This summer I went with my daughter Arielle to 
meet one of our ancestors, her great-great-
grandfather, George Kane, known in Europe as 
Graenum Krukinsky. Born in 1878, he died when I 
was an infant and I don't ever recall having met 
him. I certainly had never been to visit his grave, 
and it took significant research to locate it in the old 
Jewish cemetery on the far west side of Chicago. 
Yet after much searching, there it was! It was 
fascinating to find not only my great-grandfather 
but his second wife (who was the sister of his first), 
and two of his children and their spouses. (My 
grandparents are buried elsewhere.)  Appropriately, 
when I saw his grave I recited a very obscure and 
rarely said prayer one can say when not having seen 
a grave in a long time. It is hard to put into words 
what that experience was like. 

 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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     Upon leaving the cemetery I realized that I had 
already begun my preparation for the New Year. I 
had not only visited my great-grandfather, I had also 
introduced my daughter to him. That means that for 
at least another generation he will not be forgotten. 

That is perhaps the essence of our High Holiday 
prayers, not to be forgotten, whether by God or by 
other people. May this year be one where we both 
create and enjoy many beautiful memories.  
 

 

FROM THE RABBI 
-continued- 

Judy, Arielle, Tamar, Daniel, Elan and I wish everyone a Shana Tova umetukah, a 
sweet, happy and memorable New Year. 
 
 
L'hitraot, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

      As a child, after I watched a movie, my parents 
would always ask me, “What was your favorite part?” 
and I would always come up with the part I liked 
best. Similarly, I can confidently state that I also have 
a favorite prayer service. It occurs only once a year 
and the circumstances make it entirely unique. This 
service is Ne’ilah and it takes place on Yom Kippur 
between Mincha and Ma-ariv. Ne’ilah literally means 
adjournment, the closing or locking of a door, and 
throughout this service there are references to the 
closing of the gates. To which gates are the prayers 
referring? Some people envision the “heavenly 
gates,” a classic image that is easy for many to relate 
to. However, personally, I do not envision that the 
gates of heaven are closing as this seems like a  
barrier to our relationship with God. Instead, I see 
the ending of Yom Kippur and the end of the intense 
ten-day period known as the Yamim Nora’im, the 
High Holidays. To me, the pinnacle of the holiest day 
of the year is this moment of closure. 

     What makes Ne’ilah so special at CSI? There are 
many reasons, but I will share some of my favorite 
parts. First, we all join together in our beautiful 
sanctuary with our outdoor walls open wide. There is 
an almost palpable feeling of holiness as we re-enter 
this space for Mincha, followed by Ne’ilah. Next, 
after fasting for almost 24 hours, I am still able to 
lead the service! Will I be strong after all that time? 
Will my voice be strong? As a clock watcher, I need to 
be aware of the time as it gets darker outside, and 
the service comes to an end. Do I need to speed up 
or do I have time to sing a Cantorial piece (just for 
fun so that I can see how strong I am)?  I love the 
music of all the holidays, but the music of Ne’ilah 
moves me more than any other. The highlight of the 
service, and perhaps of the entire year, is that the 

Aron Hakodesh, the Holy Ark, remains open during 
the entire service.  

     In non-Covid years we honor a member of our 
congregation with the P’sicha Ne’ila award for 
service to our congregation. All present wait to see 
who will be chosen and will open the Ark. Every 
person in attendance has the opportunity to stand in 
front of the Ark and the Sifrei Torah for a private 
moment with the sacred scrolls. This moment is a 
beautiful and powerful moment. It is a highly 
personal moment at the end of one of the most 
physically and spiritually challenging days, 
experienced in the presence of our synagogue 
community.  

     Finally, and also in non-Covid years, we conclude 
the Yom Kippur experience by inviting all the children 
up to the Bima and all those with Shofarot for the 
final blast of the Shofar- the Tekiah Gedolah!  This 
year, once again, we will blow the shofar outdoors!  

     It turns out that I have carried on the family 
tradition of asking the post-movie question. My 
question to you is, “What is your favorite part of the 
High Holidays?” 

     Robyn and I, along with Rachel, Yonah and 
Miriam, Gina and David, Sarah, Drew and Jamie, and 
Talia wish you all a Shana Tova U’metukah - a Happy, 
Healthy and Sweet New Year. 

 

    

 Jeffrey Shiovitz 

 

 Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

A SPECIAL JEWISH MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES-THE MANY SOUNDS OF KOL NIDREI 

Sunday, September 12th at 7:30pm 
 

RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz here. 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
mailto:jshiovitz@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 

     Recently I took a slow walk on our magnificent 
farm and was reminded of the idiom to “stop and 
smell the roses.”  In other words, take time to 
appreciate what the world has to offer.  My being 
surrounded by nature struck a chord in me that all 
that CSI has to offer cannot be taken for granted. 
Walking on our farm helped me to reconnect to 
my love for nature and value its role in both my 
intellectual and spiritual development.  
  
     But my message is not only about flowers or 
nature; it’s an encouragement to be mindful, take 
time for yourself and live life with deeper 
appreciation of the world around you. It’s a 
reminder to slow down and be present in every 
moment. Take notice of life around you, not only 
in nature, but with your children and family. By 
noticing what they say and do you will experience 
new-found joy.  
  
    
 
 
 
 
 

  During the past year and a half, we have spent so 
much energy on what we don’t have rather than 
what we do have. For me, sitting in the sanctuary 
on a Shabbat morning helps me slow down and be 
present. It’s a time to reflect on the beauty of my 
life, but it also allows me to spend “time” with 
those no longer here.  It’s a time to appreciate  
G-d’s presence. Life is so hectic and demanding 
that I often forget how important it is to be 
mindful.  
    
   So, I urge you all to “stop and smell the roses.” 
Some of you might find taking a walk, doing yoga, 
sitting by the seashore, going to synagogue, or 
listening to music will help you slow down and 
reflect on life. You might notice, learn, or 
understand something new, different, and 
uplifting.  
  
Shana Tova, 
  
 
Clare E. Rosen, President 
clayrcsi@gmail.com   

Sukkah building at CSI:  Sunday, 9/12 at 9am. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  No experience required.  

Contact Dr. Michael Teitelbaum 

We thank you all in advance.   

mailto:dr@dentistspa.com
mailto:dr@dentistspa.com
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ATTENDING HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES 
 
• Please adhere to all security policies! They have been put into place to 

provide a safe and comfortable High Holiday experience for everyone. 
We cannot stress enough how important this is. 

 
• Tickets are required for entry.  Ticket holders’ names are on each 

ticket, including those who have purchased guest tickets.   
 
• Ushers will escort attendees to un-reserved seats.  These seats may 

differ from day to day.  
 
• Children must stay with their parents at all times, except when they 

have been escorted to children’s services by a parent or to observe 
outdoor shofar blowing.  REGISTER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
HERE.  

 
• All those over age 12 must be fully vaccinated in order to attend 

services.   
 
• Unvaccinated children under 12 may attend with their families.  
 
• Please bring proof of vaccination if you have not yet gotten a sticker 

on your ticket from the CSI office that says “I GOT VACCINATED”. 
 
• EVERYONE 2 and over must be masked at all times while in the 

building.   

MEMORIAL BOOKLET 2021/5782 
 

A link to last year’s memorial booklet can be found here.     
You can simply request your listing be “the same as last year” or you may  

change your existing listing.   
 

Please email jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org  
The deadline for inclusion is Friday, 9/10.  

LIVE STREAM INFORMATION WILL BE E-MAILELD 

AND POSTED ON THE CSI WEBSITE 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/hhchildren
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/hhchildren
https://images.shulcloud.com/14233/uploads/Documents/MemorialBookletFinal9.28.2020.pdf
mailto:jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org
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The opening of the CSI Opportunity Shop is just around the corner. Please bring 
in items for resale or consignment that are in good condition.   
 
Fred and Lois Schulman have been readying the shop for the opening. The shop 
has been cleaned, painted and new display tables were built. FLYER ON NEXT 
PAGE... 
 
As you know the shop has the potential to raise $2000- $4000 monthly. In 
keeping with CSI’s history of helping those in need in the greater communi-
ty,  each month we will earmark a charity to which we will donate some of 
our earnings.  
 
Given the current situation in Afghanistan, which necessitates urgent  
re-settlement of many thousands of people,  we are identifying HIAS as our 
first charity.  
 
HIAS works around the world to protect refugees who have been forced to flee 
their homelands because of who they are, including ethnic, religious, and sexual 
minorities. For more than 130 years, HIAS has been helping refugees rebuild 
their lives in safety and dignity.  
 
Guided by Jewish values and our shared history of migrations, HIAS assists Jew-
ish and other refugees and migrants escaping violence, repression, and poverty 
to find safety and security in the United States, Israel, and elsewhere. 
 
In future months we will identify another charity to help with victims of Hurricane 
Ida, raise funds for senior citizens unable to buy for food, pay CSI dues, buy taxi 
coupons to go to a medical appointment, or donations to local food pantries.   
 
 
Shana Tova, 
Clare E. Rosen 
President 
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mailto:las6263@aol.com
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     This has been quite a year for the team who 
worked on making the CSI Vineyard a success.  Since 
my last update on the progress of the winemaking in 
the April Bulletin, we completed a bottling of our first 
vintage (5780 – 2020) in time for Passover.  We sold 
out the initial bottling of about 120 bottles, Kosher 
for Passover, using a beautiful label designed by our 
own Janice Rappaport.  The label design was selected 
by our members out of at least six separate entries 
received.  Jack Zinn provided able assistance in 
conducting a poll on the CSI website. 
   
     The cycle of agriculture is such that we are once 
again preparing for another harvest.  Since early July 
we have pruned the excess growth of leaves from the 
vines to allow more sunlight to reach the grape 
clusters, thereby aiding the vines to focus their 
energy on the process of ripening the grapes, known 
as veraison.  In order to avoid losing the crop to our 
feathered friends, we spent several Sundays and 
additional weekdays in July, bagging the grape 
clusters in various types of mesh bags. 
 
     In addition, on Sunday, August 1st, a group of a 
dozen or so congregants assisted in bottling and 
labeling the remaining 225-liter barrel of wine that 
had been aging in an unused classroom.  In total, we 
prepared about 280 or so additional bottles, with 100 
bottles sold to a congregant for her daughter’s 
upcoming October wedding.  The label used for those 
bottles was designed by the bride and her soon-to-be 
husband.  The remaining bottles used the same label 
as the Passover bottling and were available for the 
August 8th Men’s Club Barbecue, Wine Tasting and 
Sale held on the farm.   
  
      
 
 

     On Tuesday, August 24th three of my grand-
daughters and I used refractometers to test the Brix 
(sugar content) of the grapes to determine their level 
of ripeness prior to harvesting.  As anticipated, the 
recent heavy rains actually caused a drop in the 
percentage of sugar measured in the grapes, delaying 
the time for Harvest - now anticipated to occur 
shortly after Rosh Hashanah.    
 
     If anyone would like to be part of the harvest crew 
or the winemaking team, no prior experience 
necessary, please contact Ellen Johnson, David Levitt, 
Ryna Lustig or me.  We expect to begin the process of 
destemming, crushing and fermenting the grapes 
around Sunday, September 12th.  I am hoping that 
we will have a younger congregant interested in 
learning how to make wine, so that I may share my 
accumulated knowledge and winemaking experience 
to enable continuation of our unique CSI venture in 
Jewish agriculture and Kosher winemaking. 
 
     My thanks to this year’s team of viticulture 
participants including: David Levitt, John Chambal, 
Michael Kirsch, Ryna Lustig, Naftali Lustig, Marc 
Auslander, Larisa Wayne-Paulmeno, Robin Ginsberg, 
Paula Edlavitch, Rick Langeloh, Susan Levitsky, Rich 
Klein and my two sons, Michael Stern and Adam 
Stern.  In addition, I was ably assisted in the vineyard 
management by five of my granddaughters, Violet 
Miser, Ava Miser, Zoey Stern, Marley Stern and Ivy 
Stern.  And of course a tremendous thank you to Fred 
Schulman, whose tireless efforts led to the 
development of the CSI farm and this particular 
project.  If I have missed anyone else, my sincere 
apologies. 
 
Aaron B. Stern 
sternab@aol.com 
 

 

mailto:sternab@aol.com
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**SCENES FROM OUR FARM STAND** 
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

We are looking forward to another enriching school year beginning this month! Even with the 

challenging times, we will continue to focus on health and safety while also prioritizing the social, 

emotional, and educational needs of our students. Our entire 

staff is excited to be back again teaching this year!  Naomi Elyachar 
Nursery School Director 

Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

Please reach out to CSI Nursery School Director, Naomi Elyachar, with any questions. 

Advance registration is required. 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/grownupsNme
mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
Naomi%20Elyachar
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Dear CSI Nursery School Families, 
 
     It is hard to believe we are only a few weeks 
away from the start of school!  Hope you all had a 
wonderful and joyous summer.  We recognize the 
uncertainty that we are all still facing during this 
pandemic; however, we know more than ever that 
a strong and cohesive community provides a 
supportive foundation during these challenging 
times. The CSI Nursery School Parents Association 
hopes to bolster that sense of community within 
our school.  As always, we are grateful for our 
incredible CSI educators and staff who bring 
enthusiasm, innovation, and expertise to our 
school under the most capable leadership of Naomi 
Elyachar.  We warmly welcome new families to our 
community and look forward to meeting you and 
your child(ren) this year.  
 

Volunteers Needed! 
Please consider joining the Parents Association to 
show your dedication and support of our nursery 
school children and staff. There are 
several positions open in our Parents Association 
for the 2021-2022 year.  These positions include: 
• Fundraising 
• Social (e.g. parents night out, holiday party) 
• Class Parents Coordinator / Class Parents  
• Family/ Community Engagement (e.g. family 

shabbat) 
• Holiday Boutique  
• Communications (monthly newsletter, weekly 

announcements, etc.) 
Please contact us by the start of the school year if 
you are interested in volunteering for one of these 
roles or any other opportunities to join us.  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Please Join Us for these Upcoming Events 
 
Monday, September 13th: 
Back-to-School Playdate 
Nursery school children with their caregiver are 
invited to join their peers for a playdate on the 
playground. Siblings are welcome to join. Children 
and caregivers will be invited to visit their 
classrooms and meet their teachers during the 
playdate (sign-ups at playground).  
10:00am - 10:55am: 2's Class & 4's Class 
11:00am- 12:00pm: 3's Class  
 
Tuesday, September 14th: 
9:00am-11:30am 
First Day of School Parent Schmooze 
Meet new parents and catch up with old friends 
after you drop off your child(ren) at class. Coffee 
and bagels will be served.  
 
Thursday, September 30th: 
7:30pm 
Parents Association Meeting 
Join us as we continue planning the school 
year. Details to follow.  
 
     We look forward to a wonderful school year! We 
hope you enjoy your remaining days of summer.  
 
Warm wishes, 
CSI NS Parents Association  
csinspa@gmail.com 
 

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
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   When most Jews hear the word “bashert” they 
think of marriage.  My husband is absolutely my 
bashert, the one who was “meant to be” for me.  But 
other relationships are also bashert, or meant to be.  
My relationship with CSI – and my recent 
appointment as Religious School Director - is about 
as bashert as can be! 
 
     I joined the Yorktown Jewish Center within a year 
of getting married and moving to Yorktown Heights 
35 years ago.  I was warmly welcomed, and it soon 
became my second family.  I attended services 
regularly and so developed a strong relationship with 
the rabbi and my fellow congregants.  About 25 years 
ago I began teaching Hebrew school, teaching at first 
grades 1 and 5, then grades 5 and 7, then grades 5, 7, 
and Hebrew High school.  About 15 years ago our 
rabbi retired, and I quickly formed a bond with our 
new rabbi.  After a year or two he asked me to run 
the Hebrew school, which had been without a 
principal for a few years.   
 
     Sadly, as sometimes happens, our community 
began to age.  Fewer young families moved to town.  
One of our local public elementary schools closed 
due to declining student enrollment.  Our retired 
rabbi passed away from Covid during those early 
days when no one could get an appointment to be 
vaccinated.  Our current rabbi made plans to retire.  
At last, and with deep sorrow, our leadership 
announced that the Yorktown Jewish Center had to 
close. 
 
     I had been to services before at CSI when it hosted 
a speaker I was eager to hear.  The services that day 
felt warmly familiar.  The Rabbi stayed throughout 
the kiddush to kibbutz with attendees, known and 
new.  I felt warmly welcomed.  So when I needed to 
find a new second home, CSI seemed bashert. 
Yorktown congregants were encouraged not only to 
attend services in a range of congregations but to try 
their other programming as well, so I took a deep 
breath and joined Rabbi Kane’s Talmud class.   

It was via Zoom, of course, and at 9:00 pm.  I’m a real 
night owl, so this class seemed bashert. 
   
     Although several of my Yorktown friends are still 
teetering between congregations (making a decision 
means confessing that the Yorktown Jewish Center is 
truly gone and will be no more), I decided to join CSI. 
In chatting with Rabbi Kane after services one 
Shabbat, I mentioned my years as a Hebrew school 
teacher.  The next week, I got an email from him in 
Israel.  Would I be interested in doing at CSI what I 
did at the Yorktown Jewish Center and run the 
religious school? 
 
     I met with a panel from CSI the very next day 
(with the Rabbi attending from Israel via Zoom).  The 
more we talked, the more it felt absolutely bashert!  
Just when I needed to find a new religious school to 
energize me, CSI needed someone to energize the 
religious school! 
 
     Some relationships form slowly over time, and 
some are just bashert.  I look forward to a long and 
productive relationship with CSI for years to come. 
 
Wendy Segal 
Religious School Education Director 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 

  FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
Wendy Segal 

mailto:RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org
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USY/KADIMA—Andrea Bromberg, Advisor 

   

 

 

Welcome back, teens!  
 

Here's what USY has planned for 8th-12th graders  
this September:  

 
Sunday, September 12th at 11:15am - Join the USY Exec Board for board games and 

how to put the "yoU" in USY.  We will meet outside weather permitting but please 
bring a mask either way. 

 
Sunday, September 26th at 11:15am - Let's celebrate Sukkot! We will make our own 

edible sukkahs and enjoy some pizza in the hut!  

 

Sunday, September 12th 
Opening Day (grades K - 7) 

9:00am- 11:00am 

 
Tuesday, September 14th 

First Tuesday class (grades 3 - 7) 
4:00pm - 6:00pm 

 

Tuesday, September 21st 
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

(Sukkot) 

 
Tuesday, September 28th 

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
(Shemini Atzeret) 

MORE FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/school_enrollment.php
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JOIN US FOR OUR 

WELCOME BACK BBQ  

ON THE FARM! 

SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 19th at 4pm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTER HERE 

 

 

A relaxing  

afternoon on the 

beautiful CSI 

Organic Farm. 

We’ve got  

plenty of space 

to share a safe &  

comfortable meal 

while we meet 

new friends and 

greet old ones!  

another!  

$20/person 

Ages 16 and under are FREE 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/welcome-back-to-school-barbecue.html
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 

            UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Sunday, September 26th at 12:00pm:   
Membership Brunch and "Sisters in the Sukkah" 

 
Sunday, October 3rd at 4:00pm:  Sisterhood Book Club 

“The English Teacher” by Yiftach Reicher Atir 
 

Wednesday, October 27th at 7:00pm:   

An Evening with "The Cheese Guy" 

 

  If you are interested in learning to play Mah Jongg  
contact Cheryl Katz/914-945-0826 

 
Matanah, the Gift Shop of CSI, is open for in-person and virtual 
shopping.  Contact Robin Ginsberg to arrange an appointment.   

 
Thank you to all who participated in the “Honey from the Heart” 
fundraiser. Your support of Sisterhood fundraisers enables us to 
fund the improvement and beautification projects that are not 

included in the CSI budget.   
 

President: Robin Ginsberg  * Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter *  
Recording Secretary: Beth Levine Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin: * Marion Jablansky *  

Membership: Annleah Berger * Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 
Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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SISTERHOOD NEWS - continued 

The 2021-2022 Membership year began on July 1st.  To renew your Sisterhood 
membership or to join for the first time, please mail your check for $36  

($54 for non-CSI members) with the form below.   
 

If you would prefer to pay by credit card, contact Robin Ginsberg and an invoice will 
be sent. (There is an additional charge to cover the credit card service fees.) 

 

Sisterhood offers complimentary membership for one year to all new CSI members 
and to any members or school families who have not previously joined Sisterhood. 

Just let us know you are interested! 
 

******************************************************************************************************  

CSI MEMBER ANNUAL DUES: $36  *  NON-MEMBER ANNUAL DUES: $54  

Checks should be made payable to CSI Sisterhood. 

Please send this form along with payment to:  

Annleah Berger, 10 Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510  

 

NAME:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE:_________________________________________________________________________  

 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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MEN’S CLUB  

AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 
For some time now, The Abayudaya Jews of Uganda have been 
active members of The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs and FJMC 
has been an advocate for the Abayudaya, helping them to support 
themselves by purchasing their handmade kippahs and supporting 
other projects to increase their self-sufficiency.  They have been in 
existence in Uganda for 100 years.  The Abayudaya desperately 
need our help at this time as they have been ravaged by the 
pandemic and other difficulties. 
 
Check out this link to learn more about these proud and hard-
working people.   
 

Monetary donations may be made by check payable to HVR-
FJMC and mailed to: 

Javier Rosenzwaig, Treasurer 
87 Howard Ave. 

Tappan, NY 10983  
 
Through September 30th, the Hudson Valley Region FJMC will 
match all donations up to $1000 total.  
 
**$250 will educate and feed a child for one year and $50 will feed 

a family for one month.** 
 
Please contact  Eric Beser for further information. 

Our next book club meeting is on Thursday, October 7th at 7:30pm.  
We will be discussing Unstoppable by Joshua Greene. 
 

Join the Men’s Club here.   
Or from the CSI Homepage, click on Men’s Club  

in the Community tab menu.   
It's easy!   

Please contact Jason Eidlitz with any questions.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=5UVjTVswLyI&feature=youtu.be
mailto:abayudaya@FJMC.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net
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MEN’S CLUB BBQ ON AUGUST  8th 

A GREAT TIME HAD  
BY ALL!! 
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PRIDE COMMITTEE - Suzanne Haber, Chairperson 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

Pride Committee meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month.   

Our next meeting is:  
Tuesday, October 12th at 7:30pm. 

Contact Suzanne Haber for 
 further information. 

At our Pride Shabbat in June, Clare Rosen read an excerpt from a sermon delivered in 2011 by Rabbi 
Matthew Gewirtz. It was not included in the Shabbat handout, and several people asked afterwards if they 
could have a copy. Here is the reading, as appropriate now to reflect on during the High Holidays as it was 

for Pride Shabbat. 
 
…..Why is it important for all of us, as a Jewish community, to celebrate Pride Day? 
 
Our Tradition is, in fact, replete with the reasons for us to do so. Justice, mercy, and compassion call out 
from our thousands of years of history to take action. We were strangers in the land of Egypt, we have 
been strangers, in fact, in many parts of the world. Indeed, we Jews understand and know the heart of 
the stranger. We who were victimized by discrimination and violence, are commanded by this 
experience to understand, empathize and feel the pain of others who are oppressed. Our history calls 
upon us as one congregation to fight for basic rights and dignity of all people. 
 
All of this is important to take in and understand, yet, somehow, speaking to you as a straight person/
Rabbi about the importance of Pride, I come dangerously close to objectifying a group as other, while 
standing up here attempting to do the opposite. Many of us here are not LGBT. So tonight, I am not just 
here to talk about the need and the right for LGBT people to speak out and celebrate their pride, but I 
am here, as well, to encourage all of us who are not LGBT, to stand up with pride and to celebrate the 
lives of those of our friends and neighbors who are. Many of us have LGBT members in our families and 
social circles, and yet, so many of us, for various reasons, are fearful of speaking out on their behalf. We 
are fearful of informing people that we attend same-sex weddings, adoption ceremonies and baby 
namings. We are fearful about making ourselves heard, speaking openly about our family dinners with 
LGBT siblings, condolence calls we make to those who have lost their life-partner, and evenings out to 
dinner with LGBT couples.  
 
Pride calls upon us who are not LGBT to come out as well. There are numerous amounts of LGBT 
people who are themselves absolutely fine about being LGBT. But often times, it is their parents, their 
siblings, their neighbors, who suffer enormous anxiety about their association with LGBT people and 
thus are silent about them to their friends and co-workers. We must make our friendships and love for 
LGBT individuals known….When we don’t speak with pride about those whom we love, we puncture 
small holes into our own souls which can slowly deflate to its spiritual death….As Jews, we have learned 
the necessity of being visible in order to affirm ourselves, to stare down bigotry, and to break through the 
tales… the lies… that even we ourselves sometimes come to believe.  
 
We are here as LGBT people to celebrate in great pride and joy who we are and just as importantly, we 
are here as straight members of this congregation knowing the moral imperative to come out in support 
of our LGBT family members, neighbors, and friends….May it be God’s will that we all find the courage 
and fortitude to affirm and celebrate our lives as we continue on this blessed journey together. 

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
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Seven Values - Seven Voices 
As we look toward the High Holidays 
and the beginning of 5782, those at 
Keshet are asking: what can we do to 
bring the values of inclusion, equity, and 
liberation to the world?  
 
This summer, we asked seven trans and 
non-binary teens to reflect on their own 
experiences and how they understand 
our Seven Jewish Values for LGBTQ  
inclusion in their own lives and  
communities.  
 
At a time when trans rights are being 
challenged and rolled back across the 
country, these young people can light 
the way forward as we all work toward a 
brighter, liberated future for trans and 
non-binary Jews of all ages. 

VISIT THE KESHET WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATON 

Every year at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we all have a 
chance to come home - to our communities, and to ourselves, and 

to the people that we want to be and to become. 
  

Whatever your Jewish community looks like, and wherever you're 
gathering this year, make it a spiritual home for everyone.  

https://www.keshetonline.org/sweetness-and-justice/?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=!%20Full%20list%20eblasts%20-%20news%20and%20events&org=1858&lvl=100&ite=1363&lea=580324&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a1p1H000003Am9pQAC
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OUR SEPTEMBER BAR MITZVAH 

RYDER LUDWIG: Mincha, September 25th 
 
My name is Ryder Ludwig and I am the son of Hayley and Glenn and the younger brother of 
Hudson Ludwig of Briarcliff Manor, New York.  I am an eighth grader at Briarcliff Manor 
Middle School where I participate in modified football and lacrosse.  I also enjoy playing 
tennis, skiing, snowboarding, biking, traveling with my family, and spending time with my 
friends. 
 
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I am organizing a clothing drive in my community to donate to a 
local organization that provides clothing and essentials to children up to eighteen years old.  I 
also plan to organize a local clean up and raise money for breast cancer screenings during 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month in October. 
 
I am proud to become a Bar Mitzvah in front of my family and friends and appreciate all of 
the support and love I have received from the Rabbi, Cantor, my teachers, and my family to 
make this day possible. 
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

CELEBRANT   Date  Age 

Jacob Moss  1 12 

Mikhail Nabi  14 11 

Zachary Belle  15 4 

Gavin Reff  17 13 

Harrison Fleischer 21 11 

Brianna Hawson 24 11 

Julian Sukonnik 24 5 

Skylar Feiguine 25 13 

CELEBRANTS                          DATE               YEARS 

William & Meredith Fogel         2  21 
Alex Fijman & Marjory Alabre      2  15 
James & Sarena Gary      3  33 
Elliot Fuhr & Merle Pine                   6   35 
Kevin & Sonia Mathisson      6  23 
Robert Schloss & Emily Sack     7  40 
Evan & Elaine Wetzler      7  35 
Neil & Leona Schluger               9  31 
Richard & Sharman Gans     10  32 
Philip & Amy Horowitz    11  27 
Arnold & Sharon Richter    12  69 
Andrew & Carole Kagan    12  45 
Gregory Gilbert & Lydia Gulick   12    6 
Deane & Abbe Marcus    13  35 
William & Larisa Paulmeno   13  31 
Steven & Robin Karp    15  34 
Adam & Susan Wachtel     15  10 
Stephen & Norma Katz    16  37 
Arthur & Benji Baer    17  32 
David & Elizabeth Metzger   17  32 
Peter & Shane Dolch    17  16 
Paul & Nannette Wasserman   23  32 
Scott & Sari Neave     29  10 
Richard & Wendy Segal    29  36 

Condolences to:  Sharon Alpert on the loss of her sister, Marilyn Roth. 
 
Mazal Tov to: Hayley and Glenn Ludwig on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ryder. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Meryl & Martin Weinberg on the aufruf of their son Benjamin and Blair Blum.  
 
Mazal Tov to:   Alan & Debra Goodman on the naming of their granddaughters, Margot James Goodman, 
daughter of Lauren & Brandon Goodman and Avery Ruth Goodman, daughter of Allie & Jason Goodman. 
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DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 

In memory of Marilyn Roth 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Ryder Ludwig 

DONATIONS - continued 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

