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  Congregation Sons of Israel 
    THE MYERS FAMILY CAMPUS    

CONTINUING THE VISION — BUILDING OUR FUTURE 

OCTOBER 2021 25 Tishri  - 25 Cheshvan  5782 

   
 

 
THE NEW YEAR OF ADULT LEARNING 

CLASSES BEGINS NOW! 
 
 

 
HERE IS THE LINK TO THE  

REGISTRATION PAGE. 

 
HERE IS THE LINK TO 

THE BROCHURE, WHICH 
WILL PROVIDE  
DESCRIPTIONS  
OF CLASSES.  

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/adult-learning.html
https://images.shulcloud.com/14233/uploads/Documents/Learning/AdultLearning2021.22FINALFORWEB.pdf
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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Religious School Director:  
Wendy Segal 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Clare Rosen, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Robin Ginsberg, VP 
Jill Greenstein, VP 
Mark Rosenberg, VP 
Fred Schulman, VP 
Bob Margolies, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Steve Bender, IPP 

On Sunday, 9/26 ,we celebrated the dedication of the 
Dr. Joel P. Citron Adult Study Center. 

 
Our new room provides a much-needed space for the 
many thought-provoking adult classes offered at CSI.    

  

The room is equipped with high 
quality audio and video  

equipment, including a wall-
mounted screen and projector 

for  zoom participation and  film  
presentation.  

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

We have just begun the shmita year. "What", you may 
ask, "is a shmita year"? The shmitah year is referred to 
four times in the Torah: in Exodus, Leviticus (twice) and 
Deuteronomy. "Six years shall you sow your land and 
gather its yield; but in the seventh you shall let it rest 
and lie fallow. Let the needy among your people eat of 
it..." (Ex. 23:10-11).   
 

In English we refer to this as the "sabbatical year", 
because it is as if the land (of Israel) itself is observing a 
Shabbat, albeit in years, not days. Thus, according to 
halacha (Jewish law), for an entire year, most 
agricultural activity, including plowing, planting, pruning 
and harvesting are forbidden. Interestingly, these laws 
apply only to the land of Israel, and not to the rest of 
the world. Additionally, the laws of the shmita year 
seem to belong to a category of laws, including the 
yovel (jubilee year; see Lev. 25:8-17), that are for an 
idealized society. It is not entirely clear if the jubilee 
year (seven times a cycle of seven, i.e. the 50th year) 
was ever observed. Indeed, the idea of letting the entire 
land of Israel lie fallow for a year may have been 
impractical during years of war with Israel's ancient 
enemies, such as the Assyrians or the Babylonians.   

 

Yet we do know that there was some observance of 
shmita throughout ancient times. The Jewish historian 
Josephus (38-100 C.E.) speaks of it, as does the first 
book of Maccabees (not found in the Hebrew Bible, but 
in an ancient collection called the Apocrypha). The 
Talmud has many laws concerning the shmita, an 
indication that it was being observed in those days. 
While its observance waned during the middle ages, 
when the modern State of Israel came into being, it was 
once again taken more seriously. The first shmita year 
was 5712 (!951-52) and it has occurred every seven 
years since, with the last one prior to this year being 
5775 (2014-15).  

 

 

 

 

 

Although the laws of shmita only apply to the land of 
Israel, there is a depth of wisdom in them that applies 
to all those, like our own community, who work the 
land. There is an explicit understanding that the land 
never truly belongs to us. We are custodians of the land 
and responsible for its health, but all land belongs to 
God. It also reminds us in several places, that the 
shmitah year is about the rights of the stranger and and 
those less fortunate who have been overcome by 
poverty.  

 

Those are lessons that we take seriously as we farm our 
own land. Since we are not obligated on the laws of 
shmita, we will continue to plow, plant, prune and 
harvest our crops. At the same time, whether we are in 
the land of Israel or Briarcliff Manor, New York, we 
share the same obligations to help the stranger and 
those less fortunate because "you know the feelings of 
the stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the 
land of Egypt" (Ex. 23:9). That is one of the great 
teachings of the laws of shmita.  

 

As we begin this shmita year, I hope we will learn from 
the many lessons it can teach us. 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

L'hitraot, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

JEWISH MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES-NEW SYNAGOGUE MUSIC FROM ISRAEL 
PART 1-FRIDAY NIGHT 

Saturday, October 30th at 8:00pm 
 

RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz here. 

     When the honey from Rosh Hashanah is finally 
used up, when the boards of the Sukkah are 
stacked and stored for the year (in a few days), the 
sense of anticipation with which we greet the fall is 
replaced by looking forward to what awaits us 
directly. I would like to share with you some of the 
exciting musical activities which we have planned 
for the coming months.  
     Our Jewish Music Through the Ages program 
begins its 34th year. We began the year already 
with an early bird program on the “Many Sounds 
of Kol Nidrei.” Our first two regular programs will 
feature new synagogue music coming out of Israel. 
I am working on a new book of music from the 
progressive synagogues in Israel in collaboration 
with the Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center. It will be 
titled” Shirei Masorti: The Music of the Masorti 
Movement” and will be published by the Cantors 
Assembly. The next two programs will explore 
progressive synagogue music here in the United 
States, focusing on the Music of Hadar and the 
Rising Song Institute. I am confident that you will 
love all of this new and soulful music.   
     Our HaMishpacha seniors will view a 3-part 
series on the Best of Broadway, featuring some of 
my very talented colleagues from the Cantors 
Assembly. They will include the Music of Stephen 
Schwartz, Stephen Sondheim and “Who Knew 
They Were Jewish?” 
     Please join us on SUNDAY evening, December 
12th as we are joined by world renowned Jewish 
singer/songwriter, Rabbi Josh Warshawsky, in 
concert. Josh is one of the country’s top artists in 
residence and composers of contemporary Jewish 

song. He is the Artist-in-Residence for the Ramah 
Camps. He works towards making music a lasting 
and joyful force in shul music. This will be an 
amazing concert. Come prepared to sing and 
participate. It will change your image of synagogue 
music. 
     For many years, synagogues across the country 
have focused on singing and teaching Jewish music 
to our children while thinking that our adults know 
all the songs being sung. One of my favorite things 
to do on Shabbat and other times is to sing 
Hebrew, Israeli and other Jewish songs while 
sitting around the table. There are so many great 
songs to sing. We will be continuing with our 
“Hazzn’s Tish” during Kiddush once a month. We 
will have a good old fashioned community sing-
along. We will learn and sing z’mirot, Israeli songs 
and many others using my award-winning official 
songbook of the Conservative Movement “B’kol 
Echad.” Knowledge of Hebrew is not a 
requirement. A love of singing is! 
     Lastly, if you have ever wanted to learn to read 
Haftarah, think about taking my class. This time-
tested method for learning to chant the Haftarah 
will guarantee that you will become a Haftarah 
reader. Give it a chance. I think you will like it. This 
class will begin in January. 
     These are a few of the musical things planned 
for this year. I hope you can join me for some or all 
of these events. If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to call, or email me. 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
mailto:jshiovitz@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 

     To me this month, October/Cheshvan 2021, is a 
transition month. The days are cooler and shorter, 
children are back in school, and there are no major 
holidays to celebrate.  It’s also a transition from 
the intensity of COVID -19 to the lessening of 
restrictions. During the months of Elul and Tishrei 
we asked for repentance as we reflected on past 
sins. Now in October we can continue to take time 
to reflect and ask ourselves: What did we learn 
about ourselves, others, and our society during 
this pandemic? Mapping these memorable 
experiences will be particularly significant for 
future generations! 
 
     As we move forward out of the pandemic many 
of the challenges that our friends and family 
experienced will become more apparent. Yet these 
challenges were not limited to those close to us. 
Many of our CSI “friends” have also had emotional 
and financial challenges. Let’s reach out to all who 
need our support. 
 
     When I spoke to you at Kol Nidre, I spoke of the 
importance of telling both your own story and the 
Jewish story to your children and grandchildren. 
We can never stop revisiting our stories and the 
Jewish communal story. By engaging in Jewish 
education, religious and spiritual practice, acts of 
kindness, your Jewish story continues to preserve 
and sustain us. 
 
 

       We want to hear from you as we rethink what 
our community will look like. We are asking 
ourselves to “reimagine our community.” In other 
words, we want to learn how can we provide  
multi-access worship and communal gatherings as 
we head into another season of complicated and 
ever-changing modalities of synagogue living.  In 
what ways can we shift our thinking about space 
and time to be equipped to plan holistically for the 
many choices ahead? What this means is that we 
want you to believe that your synagogue cares 
about you and wants to find how best to engage 
you. 
 
     Please share your thoughts with me at my email 
below. 
 
     
Clare E. Rosen, President 
clayrcsi@gmail.com   
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The CSI Opportunity Shop is in full swing. Please bring in items for resale or 
consignment that are in good condition.   
 
Fred and Lois Schulman have been readied the shop for the opening. The shop 
has been cleaned, painted and new display tables were built. FLYER ON NEXT 
PAGE... 
 
As you know the shop has the potential to raise $2000- $4000 monthly. In 
keeping with CSI’s history of helping those in need in the greater 
community,  each month we will earmark a charity to which we will donate 
some of our earnings.  
 
Given the current situation in Afghanistan, which necessitates urgent  
re-settlement of many thousands of people,  we are identifying HIAS as our 
first charity.  
 
HIAS works around the world to protect refugees who have been forced to flee 
their homelands because of who they are, including ethnic, religious, and sexual 
minorities. For more than 130 years, HIAS has been helping refugees rebuild 
their lives in safety and dignity.  
 
Guided by Jewish values and our shared history of migrations, HIAS assists 
Jewish and other refugees and migrants escaping violence, repression, and 
poverty to find safety and security in the United States, Israel, and elsewhere. 
 
In future months we will identify another charity to help with victims of Hurricane 
Ida, raise funds for senior citizens unable to pay for food, pay CSI dues, buy taxi 
coupons to go to a medical appointment, or donations to local food pantries.   
 
 
Clare E. Rosen 
President 
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mailto:las6263@aol.com
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     CSI Farm News—by Mike Kirsch 
     As I wrote this article, it was almost Sukkot, the 
harvest festival.  The timing of our farm’s output was 
right on target—lots of harvesting was evident.  I was 
not able to participate in the grape harvesting last 
week, but I helped out with crushing the grapes and 
removing the stems this week.  It was amazing.  
Aaron Stern was able to recruit more than a dozen 
people to assist.  This made the crushing of hundreds 
and hundreds of pounds of grapes easy and 
enjoyable.  Aaron makes sure that everyone has a    
good time and he is an outstanding teacher.  The 
participants always learn from Aaron and his sons.  
Today’s helpers included new members, families and 
individuals.  Such fun! 
     There is much more to be done before the wine is 
bottled, corked and labeled.  That won’t happen until 
next spring.  Meantime, the fermentation of the 
grapes needs to be carefully monitored, yeast is 
added to the “must” (liquid from the grapes), skins 
become “lees” and need to be “punched down” twice 
a day for the time being and eventually, the juice will 
be placed into casks to age over the winter.  It is truly 
an amazing process.   
     Experiencing this process first-hand, I think that I 
will be less inclined to complain about the cost of a 
bottle of wine!  From pruning the vines in March and 
again during the summer, harvesting and then going 
through the arduous process of making the wine, it 
would not be surprising to see wine priced much 
higher.  Our wine-making is very labor intensive.  I 
guess that for commercial wine-making, competition 
and the use of more sophisticated equipment than 
we use, are responsible.  Meanwhile, I am pretty 
amazed at the variety of equipment that Aaron brings 
to our wine making process. 
 
 
 
 

     David Levitt, who handles the day-to-day 
operation of the farm indicated that so far, the farm 
has produced well over a ton of produce so far this 
year!  Still being harvested are a variety of leafy green 
vegetables, an assortment of tomatoes (including lots 
of cherry tomatoes) and additional fall crops are 
expected.  Approximately eleven percent of our 
produce has been donated to charity.  Much of what 
remained was sold on our campus and some was sold 
to restaurants.   
     Our chickens continue to produce delicious eggs of 
a variety of colors, including blue!   
     New this year was a small amount of fruit—mostly 
apples, and even some blueberries.  I anticipate that 
our trees and bushes will become more prolific over 
time. 
     One of the very nice things about the farm is the 
opportunity for multi-use experiences—gardening at 
personal beds, assisting with the commercial side, 
holding a variety of religious study groups and 
services, barbeques, special events for children, even 
weddings and so much more.  Stop by the farm, your 
farm, and enjoy it often!  Feel welcome and invited to 
participate in farm-related activities as your time and 
interest permits. 
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

What a difference a year makes! The ease with which we opened school this year feels 

unbelievable when thinking back to last September.  Even with many barriers again this year, the 

challenges did not seem so profound.  I honestly cannot believe that at this point operating school 

during a pandemic, welcoming children who have never separated from parents, setting up 

indoor and outdoor classrooms, and toddlers wearing masks does not make us all run for the 

woods.  Our families feel confident in our ability to keep their children safe, and the nursery school 

teachers and I feel confident in our capabilities to run a successful, enriching, and 

meaningful educational program.  

 

Running school in year two of a pandemic allows us to say not that we hope this will all work out, 

but that we know it can.  We know there will be bumps along the way.  We have figured many of 

them out, but we know there will be more, and we know we can conquer those as well.  My staff 

and I were all so thrilled to welcome back so many students and families last month to school.  We 

are looking forward to a school year that we hope will continue to feel more and more like pre-

pandemic times as the year progresses forward.  And in the meantime, we will continue on just as 

we have been, adapting and finding success and positivity in the situation at hand.  

Naomi Elyachar 
Nursery School Director 

Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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Please reach out to CSI Nursery School Director, Naomi Elyachar, with any questions. 

Advance registration is required. 

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/grownupsNme
Naomi%20Elyachar
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
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Dear CSI Nursery School Families, 

 

Wow! What a fantastic start to the school year! Due to the incredible leadership of our director, 

Naomi Elyachar, the incredible talents, teachings, and energy from our teachers, Michelle K., Faith, 

Maris, Aimee, Julia, Michelle L, Sheera and Pam, and the wonderful work of our office staff,  our 

children are thriving, learning, and having a blast at school!  

 

The Parents Association (PA) is very excited to announce our amazing team of parents this year: 

Melinda Perlo Cohen, President  

Ilana April & Beth Weinberger: Teacher and Staff Appreciation 

Emily Newfield: New Families 

Alissa Lupu: Hospitality 

Angela Katsizna: Finance 

Lindsey Alter: Family Engagement (PJ Library Coordinator) 

Jenn Stern: Class Parent Liaison, Sprout Room Class Parent 

Courtney Fagel: Social 

Anjali Robins: Communication  

Jana Weitzman: Trees Room Class Parent 

TBA: Harvest Room Class Parent 

 

The PA is always looking for volunteers among our nursery school families. It's never too late to join 

and volunteers are needed in all capacities and time commitments. If you are interested in joining 

the PA, please reach out to Melinda at the email below. 

 

The PA kicked off the start of school with a huge bang! In week 1, we hosted a back-to-school 

playdate on our playground the day before school began. Children and their caregivers had an 

opportunity to visit their classrooms and meet their teachers during this fun playdate. It was also a 

great opportunity for parents and caregivers to meet one another.  Next, on the first official day of 

school, the PA hosted a Parents Schmooze while our kids were in class. It was wonderful to meet 

new families and catch up with old friends. The next day we treated the children to L'Shana Tovah 

bags filled with an apple, honey and stickers. Seeing the childrens' faces when they received their 

bags was priceless.  

 

In week 2, PJ Library and the CSI NS Parents Association cosponsored a Sukkot celebration at Law 

Park Pavilion. The children decorated pumpkins, listened to a PJ Library story about Sukkot, and had 

a dance party! A huge thank you to Lindsey Alter (Blake, Trees room), coordinator for PJ Library of 

Northern Westchester, for all her efforts in making this event a huge success!  

 

In week 3, the PA hosted a Simchat Torah celebration on Wednesday September 29th in the CSI 

Social Hall. The children made flags and torahs and then joined Rabbi Kane to dance with the 

Torah.  So much fun was had by all!   

 

We can't wait to see what the rest of the year will bring!  

 

Shana Tovah, 

CSI Nursery School Parents Association  

csinspa@gmail.com 

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
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     When cantors study for ordination, they review 
which nusach (melody) is appropriate for Shabbat 
and which is meant for Purim or for Yom Kippur or 
for Tisha B’Av.  But they’re seldom asked about that.  
They probably spend more time answering Bar 
Mitzvah family’s questions about how long the 
service will last so they’ll know what to tell the 
caterer.  When rabbis study for semicha (ordination), 
they ponder the differences between Maimonides’ 
conception of G-d as beyond human experience and 
knowledge and Abraham Joshua Heschel’s 
understanding of G-d as the divine craving 
partnership with humanity.  But as Rabbi Sternstein 
of the Yorktown Jewish Center used to tease, he 
knew he would merit ordination because he got an 
A+ in announcing page numbers.  And even though I 
studied pedagogic methodology and techniques for 
differentiating instruction in multi-ability classrooms, 
so far I’ve spent most of my time as Religious School 
Director deciding which door we should dismiss 
students from. 
     When I step back from the pressing concerns 
about how to keep attendance to reflect on what I 
hope our students take away from their years in 
religious school, the answers actually get easier.  I 
have two main goals for our children. 
     First of all, I want our children to feel comfortable 
in any Jewish environment.  Whether our kids are in 
a Reform temple, Conservative synagogue, or an 
Orthodox shul, I want our kids to feel that they 
belong, that they know what’s going on, and that 
they are home.  That means our kids should be able 
to follow any service.  Even if they walk in while the 
service is in progress, by listening to the prayer, they 
should know whether it’s a holiday or Shabbat, and 
whether the service is shacharit, the Torah service, 
musaf, or anything else.  Even if the service leader 
isn’t as adept at announcing pages as Rabbi 
Sternstein, our students should be able to find where 
we are in any siddur – and should be able to 
participate confidently.  This requires familiarity with 
Hebrew, a knowledge of the prayers, and a sense of 

the service order that all siddurim (prayerbooks) 
follow. 
     Secondly, and perhaps even more importantly, I 
want our children to feel that being Jewish is a 
wonderful thing.  Far from a burden, Judaism has 
been a gift to the world, and I want them to believe 
wholeheartedly that they are a part of that gift.  If in 
college they don’t remember whether Isaac was 
married to Rebecca or Rachel, they can look it up if 
they need to know, but if they feel good about 
having Jewish friends and if they seek out Jewish 
experiences, we’ve accomplished something 
important for Jewish continuity.  Whether they are 
most attracted by Talmud or Torah study or by 
Jewish culture, music or prayer, I want their Jewish 
identity to be source of pride for them.   
     So whether they’re learning Hebrew or culture or 
history, as long as it furthers either goal – pride in 
their Jewish identity or knowledge of Jewish practice 
-- we’ve accomplished our task, even if it takes a 
while to sort out which door to dismiss from! 
   
Wendy Segal 
Religious School Education Director 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 

  FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Wendy Segal 

mailto:RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org
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HEBREW HIGH & USY 

 
October 2 

Torah for Tots 
(especially for families with 

preschool—2nd graders) 
11AM-12PM 

 
 

October 10 
No Religious School 

(Columbus Day) 

MORE FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

 

Hebrew High Calendar USY Calendar 

October 3rd 

11:15AM-12:30PM 

 

October 31st 

11:15AM-12:30PM 

 

October class topics: 

• How to balance our secular world 

and Jewish practices 

• Jewish rock and rap  

• And more! 

 

Teachers: 
Sheera Zuckerman 
Cantor Shiovitz 
Rabbi Kane 

October 17th 

11:15AM-12:30PM 

Come connect with nature and join us 

for an autumn nature walk 

(more details to come!)  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Andrea Bromberg 
USY Advisor 
csiusy@csibriarcliff.org 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/school_enrollment.php
mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org
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Recently, some of our congregants met with HIAS (HIAS is a Jewish American nonprofit 
organization that provides humanitarian aid and assistance to refugees) and Hearts and 
Homes for Refugees in the hope of becoming a host organization for an Afghan refugee 

family.   
 

See this article about the Jewish community’s efforts in this regard. 
 

If you are interested in learning more please contact Abbe Marcus or Julie Peskoe for 
information about what CSI is doing. 

 

USY HAS PIZZA IN THE HUT FOR SUKKOT 

https://hollyrosenfink.medium.com/ive-mobilized-westchester-s-jewish-community-to-help-afghan-refugees-7a804cf07a7a
mailto:abbebmarcus@gmail.com
mailto:jcpeskoe@gmail.com
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 

Sunday, October 17th at 4:00pm:  Sisterhood Book Club on ZOOM 
“The English Teacher” by Yiftach Reicher Atir 

 
All Sisterhood members are invited to join. The novel, based on the 
author’s experience as a military intelligence officer in the Israel 
Defense Forces, examines the life of an undercover operative, Rachel 
Goldschmitt. According to Atir, the book is the true story of what never 
happened.                                     
 
Please R.S.V.P. by email to: Roberta Bar-Levav.  
 

 
 

Wednesday, October 27th at 7:00pm:   
An Evening with "The Cheese Guy" 
Brent Delman, a.k.a. "The Cheese Guy," is a cheesemonger, producer, affineur, educator 
and purveyor of rich, flavorful small-batch cheeses that are also kosher, vegetarian and 
100% free of artificial preservatives or flavorings.  
We will enjoy a tasting, learning about each different cheese.  
Of course, we will have wine! 
This event is open to all but rsvp’s are required. 

$18 per person     REGISTER HERE 

 

 

 
If you are interested in learning to play Mah Jongg contact Cheryl Katz/914-945-0826. 
 
Matanah, the Gift Shop of CSI, is open for in-person and virtual shopping.   
Contact Robin Ginsberg to arrange an appointment.   

 
 

President: Robin Ginsberg  * Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter *  
Recording Secretary: Beth Levine Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin: * Marion Jablansky *  

Membership: Annleah Berger * Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 
Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

mailto:rbarlevav@gmail.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/sisterhood-presents-the-cheese-guy.html
mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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MEN’S CLUB  

PRIDE COMMITTEE - Suzanne Haber, Chairperson 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

Pride Committee meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month.   

Our next meeting is:  
Tuesday, October 12th at 7:30pm. 

Contact Suzanne Haber for 
 further information. 

Our next book club meeting is on Thursday, October 7th at 7:30pm.  
We will be discussing Unstoppable by Joshua Greene. 
 

Join the Men’s Club here.   
Or from the CSI Homepage, click on Men’s Club  
in the Community tab menu.  It's easy!   
Please contact Jason Eidlitz with any questions.    

NEW CLASS:  STABILIZING CLIMATE FROM A  

JEWISH PERSPECTIVE, WITH BOB SCHLOSS  

NEXT PAGE  

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net
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Stabilizing Climate From a Jewish Perspective - Let's Learn Together 
by Bob Schloss 

 
Judaism teaches our obligation to preserve our natural resources and generate new ones for future 
generations.  
 
The Talmud tells the story of the sage Choni, who was walking along a road when he saw a man 
planting a carob tree. Choni asked, "How long will it take for this tree to bear fruit?" "Seventy years," 
the man replied. Choni then asked, "Are you so healthy that you expect to live that length of time and 
eat its fruit?" The man answered, "I found a fruitful world because my ancestors planted it for me. 
Likewise, I am planting for my children." Tradition values this concept so much that the rabbis teach 
that if a person is planting a tree and the messiah appears, (s)he should finish planting the tree 
before going to greet him (Avot d'Rebbe Natan 31b). 
 
But except for the spot where a tree is placed (hard to have 2 things in one place), doing or not 
doing the planting, or the timing of the planting (sooner or later) has no effect on other people's 
opportunities.  In contrast, In our era, there are direct and indirect connections between the 
emissions, by anyone, of Greenhouse Gases that change the atmosphere and the oceans and drive 
climate instability for every single person on the planet, people living now and who will be living in 
the coming generations.  Even weakening natural "carbon sinks" can have unfortunate global 
effects.   
 
The first serious Jewish scholarship on what our obligations are in this very diffuse set of influences 
is now emerging, at the same time as a significant number of Jewish innovators are charting an 
economic and social path that will damp-down greenhouse gas emissions worldwide during the 
lifetime of our current Hebrew High School students.    
 
- Jews are demonstrating a more sustainable and climate-friendly food system.  
- Jews are at work on ways to have buildings and vehicles which have much lower GHG emissions 
than the ones we've created.   
- Jews are working on scalable power storage systems which would allow renewable energy to 
be "banked" rather than needing to be used immediately after being generated.  
- Jews are deeply involved in new initiatives to capture much more precise data about sources of 
emissions, so we can answer questions about where better practices can reduce Methane leaks, one 
of the most powerful greenhouse gases.   
- Jews are involved in new land use approaches and sustainable city planning.    
- Israel plans to implement carbon emissions pricing  
- Diaspora Jews are funding annual prizes for promising climate solutions that need capital for testing 
at scale 
      And in most cases, these innovations are in partnerships with non -Jews and designed to be 
effective even when used in parts of the world that live very differently that we live in America and in 
Israel.    
 

I'll be teaching a class that will meet once per month and we are going to look carefully at actions 
each of us can take, as consumers, as employees, as employers, as community members, as 
investors, as parents and as citizens, looking at early stages practices that haven't scaled yet, but 
have the possibility to scale by the time our youngest members reach adulthood.       
 
We'll look at which lifestyle or economic changes will make the biggest difference to our atmosphere 
and oceans in the next 30 years, if we adopt them in the next few years.  And we'll be hearing from 
some truly inspiring innovators who don't underestimate the challenges but who are blazing the paths 
that are needed if we are to save lives by avoiding continuously extreme weather events.    
 
Please join our class starting October 13th.   Send any questions to bschlossUS@gmail.com .   
 

WE ARE ESTABLISHING A NEW FUND AT CSI WHICH WILL BE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND UPGRADES AND REPAIRS AT CSI.  MORE INFORMATION COMING.  

mailto:bschlossUS@gmail.com
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OUR OCTOBER B’NAI MITZVAH 

GAVIN REFF: OCTOBER 2nd 
 
Hi, my name is Gavin Morr Reff. I live in Briarcliff Manor and attend Briarcliff Middle School. 
In the fall, I look forward to playing the tuba, running track, and attending new clubs. In my 
spare time, I like playing a card game called Magic the Gathering with my friends at the 
pavilion. I also like to play a tabletop game called Warhammer. I am fascinated by animals of 
all shape and color and enjoy learning about plants from around the world. 
 
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I volunteered at the CSI farm. I picked, planted, and watered the 
crops, which was fun. It is my passion to support the crops and see them do well. 
 
Becoming a Bar Mitzvah is a happy occasion for me. I would like to thank Rabbi Kane, Cantor 
Shiovitz, and all my Hebrew school teachers for preparing me for this day. I would also like to 
thank my family and friends for their support.  
 

ETHAN ROTTER: OCTOBER 23rd 
 
Hi! My name is Ethan Rotter. I live in Briarcliff Manor with my mom Rhona, my dad Andrew, 
my brothers Aaron and Matt, my cat Casey and my dog Bella. I am excited that my Bar 
Mitzvah is coming up on October 23rd, 2021.  
 
I am in the 8th grade at Briarcliff Middle School. At school, my favorite subjects are science 
and gym.  Outside of school, I play goalie for the Westchester Express ice hockey team.  
When I am not playing hockey I’m playing video games with my friends. During the summer I 
go to Camp Chipinaw where I just finished my 4th year. 
 
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I am collecting gently used hockey equipment for the 43Oak 
Foundation. The 43Oak Foundation helps young athletes who are either minorities or 
underprivileged to learn and develop through the sport of ice hockey. 
 
I want to thank Cantor Shiovitz, Rabbi Kane, all my Hebrew School teachers and my family 
and friends for helping me to reach this milestone.  
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

CELEBRANT     Date    Age 

Chloe Kornberg        6    11 

Ethan Rotter      12    13 

Abigail Meyers      14      7 

Alexandra Johnsen   22    11 

Knox Gary       31    12  

CELEBRANTS                          DATE               YEARS 

Adam & Marnie Tihany      1   26 
Steven & Lisa Cohn      2   27 
Jeffrey & Mary Allen       4   52 
Daniel & Jill Singer      5   24 
Howard & Susan Code      6   36  
Robert & Randee Glazer     7   37 
Paul & Susan Hodara      9   38 
Leonard & Deborah Chubinsky  10   39  
Mark & Barbara Nackman   10   39  
Andrew Staines & Marisa Levi   11     6 
Gerald & Millicent Citron   12   59 
Samuel & Robin Ginsberg   12   36  
Mark & Marnie Rosenberg   19   25 
Asaf Falah & Jeanette Liu-Falah  19   15 
Naftali & Ryna Lustig    21   37 
Bennett Ashley & Ruth Weinreb  21   31  
Marc & Beth Roth    22   27 
Rabbi Steven & Judy Kane   23   38 
Henrik & Jaime Sukonnik  23   10  
Steve & Janice Rappaport   24   17  
Werner & Dalia Renberg   28   59 
Andrew & Emma Schifrin   30   16  
Robert & Marilyn Margolies   31   45  
Elliott & Debbie Barish    31   39 

Condolences to:  Karen Saponar on the loss of her father, David Saponar. 
Condolences to:  George Zimmerman on the loss of his mother, Pola Zimmerman. 
Condolences to:  Beth Roth on the loss of her father, Robert Landau.    
Condolences to:  former long-time CSI member Dr. Stephen Stambler on the loss of his wife, Hermina 
        (Mimi) Stambler. 
Condolences to:  Bonnie LeVar on the loss of her brother, Randy Greene.   
 
Mazal Tov to:  Mara Morr on the Bar Mitzvah of  her son, Gavin Reff. 
Mazal Tov to:  Rhona Golubock and Andrew Rotter on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Ethan. 
Mazal Tov to:  Donna and Barry Yellen and Geraldine Rude on the birth of their grandson and     
   greatgrandson, Ethan Martin Matloff.  Ethan is the son of Lindsay and Adam Matloff.  
Mazal Tov to: Ruth and Harold Ossher on the birth of their granddaughter, Eva Sophia Ossher.  Eva is the       
  daughter of Joel and Ashley Ossher.   
Mazal Tov to:  Marion & Ray Sader on their 90th birthdays 
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DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 

In memory of David Saponar, father of Karen Saponar 
In memory of Pola Zimmerman, mother of George Zimmerman 
In memory of Robert Landau, father of Beth Roth 
In memory of Randy Greene, brother of Bonnie LeVar 
 
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Gavin Reff 
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Rotter 
 

DONATIONS - continued 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

