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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Educational Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Clare Rosen, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Robin Ginsberg, VP 
Jill Greenstein, VP 
Mark Rosenberg, VP 
Fred Schulman, VP 
Bob Margolies, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Steve Bender, IPP 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help us reach our goal of collecting 80 turkeys to be 
brought to the Star of Bethlehem Church in Ossining 

for distribution to those who are in need.   
 

Donate money to buy a turkey by  
November 25th. 

 
DONATE HERE 

 
Contact Donna and Tom Hannan 

hannan0402@hotmail.com 
to find out how you can help. 

The Rabbi’s Circle at CSI 
Our 15th Year 

Please join us for this season’s opening program  
Sunday November 8th at 7:00 pm. We welcome   

Yehudah Kurtzer, President of the Shalom Hartman  

Institute of North America.   
 

"The Recent Election: What it means for the  
American Jewish Community and Israel” 

Dr. Kurtzer has written extensively on a variety of  subjects, 
including Leadership in American Jewish life and the Relation-

ship Between American Jews, Israel and Zionism. 
 

ZOOM LINK TO FOLLOW 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/thanksgiving-donations
mailto:hannan0402@hotmail.com
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

Dr. Louis Finkelstein was one of the most im-
portant Jewish figures of the 20th century. He 
was the Chancellor of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (JTS) from 1940-72 and it was during 
his tenure that JTS became the preeminent in-
stitution for Conservative (and American) Juda-
ism. Dr. Finkelstein was known for his own 
scholarly works and for bringing great minds 
to teach at JTS. I was fortunate to be Dr. Finkel-
stein's last assistant, helping him with essays 
on a major rabbinic work called the Sifra.   

There is a story that was told of Dr. Finkelstein 
that I have heard many times, and having got-
ten to know him, I have no doubt it is true. Ap-
parently a student went to him after minyan 
one day and asked him the following; "Dr. 
Finkelstein, I am surprised you spend such lit-
tle time at prayer. I know of other great rabbis 
and teachers who sometimes pray for hours on 
end. Yet I see you come to minyan, recite the 
prayers and then leave. Why?" Dr. Finkelstein 
replied, "I do not wish to take away from the 
time I have for study." The student replied, 
"But what about the importance of prayer?" Dr. 
Finkelstein thought for a moment, looked at the 
student and said, "It is much more important to 
be engaged in study than in prayer. That is be-
cause when I pray I speak to God; when I 
study, God speaks to me." 

There is no doubt of the importance of study in 
Judaism. If one is engaged in study, one is not 
obligated to break off from it in order to pray 
(practically speaking people do end their study 
to pray, but never the less it is not necessary). 
Pirke Avot, the Teachings of the Sages, con-
tains many teachings about the importance of 
study. The first one states, "Make your home a 
regular meeting place for scholars, sit eagerly 
at their feet and drink in their words." (Avot 
1:4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is it that we can both "make our homes a 
regular meeting place for scholars" and "drink 
in their words", when we aren't even going out 
of our homes, and certainly not inviting others 
inside right now? I'm not sure that Pirke Avot 
anticipated Zoom (or even books), but each 
time we listen to a lecture or take a class on 
Zoom, we have invited scholars into our home! 
Indeed I would say that while we all would pre-
fer the possibility of meeting and studying in 
person, there is something to be said about 
attending a class as we sit on our own couch 
and drink coffee or tea that we ourselves made. 
These sages, as Rabbi Tamar Elad-Applebaum 
teaches in her commentary, provides a "thin 
shell around the soul". We truly invite them in-
to our homes when we study with them remote-
ly and with our coffee and tea also drink in 
their words. 

In Elul, the month leading up to Rosh HaSha-
nah, we had an entire month of new classes 
and programs to prepare us for 5781. We now 
begin our fall and winter classes. Our full book-
let will be sent in a day or two. The classes 
cover a wide range of topics, but all of them 
have  something in common. They feature won-
derful and dedicated teachers, great learning 
opportunities and the possibility of making our 
homes "a meeting place for scholars", even 
when it's on Zoom. It is how, like my teacher 
Dr. Finkelstein, we can hear God speaking to 
us.  

 
L'hitraot, 
 
 
 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  

mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

When the honey from Rosh Hashanah is 
finally used up, when the boards of the 
Sukkah are stacked and stored for the year, 
the sense of anticipation and uncertainty with 
which we greet the fall is somewhat replaced 
by looking forward to what awaits us directly. 
We anticipate an election, the possibility of a 
vaccine and the unknown of the pandemic. 
Will we be able to gather together safely 
soon? Here at CSI we have been working hard 
to bring you wonderful classes and programs. 
We have instituted a new online educational 
curriculum to our Hebrew school students 
under the direction of Rabbi Kane and Libby 
Spitzer. It seems to be working well. And yes, 
I have managed to learn the new technology 
on zoom and can share my screen and 
integrate music and walk all at the same time!  

 I would like to share with you some of the 
musical activities we have planned for the 
coming months. Please join the Social 
committee as we welcome Lisa and Matthew 
Stein, niece and nephew of Barbara and 
Henry Schoenfeld, for a program of Klezmer 
music, show tunes, and opera on Sunday, 
November 15 at 3pm. Be sure to tune in to 
these incredibly talented musicians! 

On Mondays, twice a month beginning 
November 9th, I will be offering my Hazzn’s 
Tish, a throwback to “good old fashion 
community singing.” Virtually, of course! 
Come learn z’mirot, camp songs, Israeli 
songs and others from my award-winning 
official songbook of the Conservative 
movement “B’kol Echad: In One Voice.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 33rd version of Jewish Music Through the 
Ages will begin on December 5th with 
Hanukkah Music-Oldies and Newbies. We will 
be observing the 10th Yahrzeit of Debbie 
Friedman, in January and February. Debbie 
was one of the great Jewish singers and 
songwriters of our generation (who appeared 
at CSI twice!) March 5th, we will listen to and 
learn about the Who’s and What’s new in 
Jewish Music. All from the comfort of your 
home! 

 Please join us on zoom on Saturday evening, 
January 30th as we welcome Robbie Solomon, 
one of the legends of Jewish music, to our 
congregation. Robbie is the lead singer and 
songwriter for Safam. He is the composer of 
“Leaving Mother Russia” and many other 
favorites. This will be a rare acoustic 
performance and one you will not want to 
miss.  

 These are a few of the things we have 
planned for this year. I hope you can join me 
for some or all of these events. If you have 
any questions, don’t hesitate to call me. 

HaMishpacha VIRTUAL Program 
Tuesday, 11/10, 12:30-1:30 

Neal Rechtman: “The Supreme Court” 

based on his bestselling book “The Ashwander Rules” 

Please RSVP to Jshiovitz@gmail.com for the Zoom Link 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
mailto:jshiovitz@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 

Xenophobia is defined as chauvinism, racism, nationalism, prejudice, racial intolerance or as in the Vidui, our personal 
confessional said on Yom Kippur, the irrational fear, disdain, and persecution of foreigners. While as Jews we have 
always been commanded to respect the foreigner/outsider, it wasn’t until 1972 that the word xenophobia was included in 
the High Holiday Machzor.  

Historically, CSI has and continues to embrace diversity.  Our “mission statement” avows that:  

We affirm that everyone is a stakeholder and community matters. 
We nourish our deep roots. We grow. We believe in the possible. 
We value diversity. We are young and young at heart.  

These days, what was once merely an annual reflection now is a perennial concern. The past couple of years have 
asked of us to pay closer attention to those who feel marginalized from society. As Jews and members of CSI we 
understand our obligations to reach out to those feeling distanced and to gain a better understanding of people from 
other backgrounds.   

We have been alerted to the hard facts that African American, native Americans and Latinos have been 
disproportionately hit harder by the COVID pandemic. Dr Fauci identified it as “exacerbation of health disparity.”  These 
and other underserved groups live in communities with fewer available resources. Could this be an example of 
xenophobia, i.e., chauvinism?  Can we look the other way and do nothing?    

At CSI our Social Action and PRIDE Committees are just two of what CSI does to address some of these issues.  

The Social Action committee, led by Judy Boehr, is charged with … the responsibility of developing and maintaining 
liaison with other organizations both Jewish and non- Jewish in the community. It shall have the responsibility of 
studying community problems and when appropriate make recommendations for appropriate action by the 
Congregation, its auxiliary organizations, or its committee, to the Board of Trustees.  

CSI’s PRIDE Committee, led by Suzanne Haber, was established to create an embracing community and safe spaces 
for all of our members and guests, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. We are 
committed to educating and creating awareness around LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning/
Queer, etc.) subjects through a variety of programs and collaborations.  

Several members of these and other CSI committees have attended workshops, trainings etc. to raise their own 
awareness and understanding of current issues. These include: 

USCJ-Keshet Leadership Project for LGBTQ Equality and Belonging.  
By taking part in the Keshet Leadership Project training CSI is: 

1. Conducting ongoing evaluation of CSI’s current programs, policies and culture, and identify areas for growth in 
LGBTQ equality and belonging. 

2. Discovering how to recognize opportunities and challenges for welcoming and affirming LGBTQ members of CSI. 

3. Creating an achievable action plan for making us more inclusive. 

Expert coaching and support from Keshet help us to implement our action plan. 
 
Others attended Kol Tzedek: A Virtual Conference on Racial Justice where tools to initiate and build on social justice 
work in our community were presented. They are collaborating with local churches and other organizations to continue 
this mission. 
 
Please join me in making sure that combating xenophobia, individually and as a community, is something we Jews do 
every day, and not just on the High Holidays. 
 
Take care, 
Clare E. Rosen 

Clayrcsi@gmail.com 

mailto:Clayrcsi@gmail.com
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1. GO TO www.csibriarcliff.org 
2. Click on the tan box labeled Login in the upper right hand corner in the gray 

bar. 
3. Click Forgot Password. You will be taken to the Forgot Password page. 
4. Please enter the email address that you will use to log in to your account. 

Click Email Password. 
5. An email with instructions to login will be sent to you. The system will send 

you a link you can use to access your account, where you will be able to set 
a new password. 

 
Note: If the email address you entered is different from what we currently 
have on file, you will receive an error message. Please contact us at 
914.762.2700 or info@csibriarcliff.org to update your account. 
 
2. SET PASSWORD – PASSWORDS ARE REQUIRED TO FINISH SETTING UP 
YOUR  
ACCOUNT 
 Passwords must be a minimum of 8 characters 
 You may choose to include a combination of upper/lowercase, numbers 
and special characters 
 Passwords are case sensitive 
Click Set Password at bottom of screen 

It’s easy to register your CSI account on ShulCloud.  

http://www.csibriarcliff.org/
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org?subject=ShulCloud%20Login%20Help
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Something Wonderful for and from CSI Families 

Introducing Kugel Kindness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now that the holidays have passed, fall has arrived; winter will soon be  

here and many of us will be longing for warm summer days.  
 
 

Some of our congregants will be alone or just be lonely. Some will be dealing  
with illness or just in need of a little pick me up.   

 
What better way to send a little love than with a kugel?   

 
Do you love to cook?  

Do you have a favorite recipe?  
Would you like to bring solace for the soul to a fellow congregant?  

 
Join the CSI Kugel Kindness crew or Request a Kugel!  

 
You can sign up to cook, deliver kugels and/or request a kugel delivered to you.  

 
This is the link to sign up in ShulCloud:  

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/kugelkindness.html#  
 

Please contact Robin Ginsberg or Judy Boehr with any questions.  
 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001owqTJM3t5dJhfQo867PAFMbPXTO2DRhMCDoYRpCZLGqtOy7htRa867JYjJ2Qbw49ht_lIMsaDD8KTDJJmqWoV9QJalORvZ_Ez7zX-EP5EmB9kuDkXX-76OwOdpOGWqQ02_bKvzgcUQptT-0EzAJjfbBKEDQy9IPc85ShCOSANp_MWpFXWVyA5g==&c=ea5chRkDfW-vNsGzfSXBGhsnaz2hBWKRT0msAPO4H
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net?subject=Kugel%20Kindness
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net?subject=Kugel%20Kindness
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@juno.com?subject=Kugel%20Kindness
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

Every year, Jewish nursery school classrooms are guided through their curriculum by the holidays and 
changes in the natural world around them.  Teachers bring in materials to create hands on experiences and 
speak with students about the changes they see happening during their time outside.  Classes traditionally 
always spend some time outside, but this time is usually focused on gross motor play, and teachers often rely 
on experiences outside of school in their conversations about the changing weather and landscape.  This 
school year, our school children have a unique opportunity to see the changing of the seasons and 
weather as they experience it.  Our classrooms are literally under the trees as the leaves fall.  Instead of 
reporting on the weather from the comfort of their classrooms, they are able to discuss what the weather is 
by noticing how many layers they are wearing, how fast the wind blows across their faces, and whether the 
ground they are sitting on is wet.  
 
As someone who likes to create a plan and see it through to completion, outdoor classrooms can prove to be 
very onerous—the weather plays a huge factor, the ground isn’t level everywhere, and there are no walls for 
teachers to hang anything on.  However, we are also able to see the benefit of our outdoor settings as we see 
the children engage with their materials and surroundings in new ways.  The teachers’ work is cut out for 
them to make this year meaningful with the challenges at hand, but sometimes the setting and the 
limitations prove to yield positive outcomes we otherwise would have never uncovered. 
 
A great example is the way our classes learned about pumpkins this year.  A few weeks ago, the children 
were all able to visit the pumpkin patch at the CSI farm, which was generously donated by Fred 
Schulman.  Each classroom kept a couple of the pumpkins to use for different activities. In one of our 
classrooms, the teachers are constantly thinking creatively of how to use materials in new and different 
ways.  This desire is spurred in part by the fact that all small materials are brought to and from the outdoor 
classroom every day.  The more you can use the same materials in different ways, the less there is bring with 
you.  This class used blocks to bang pegs into the sides of the pumpkin—a great fine and gross motor 
activity that prompted interesting dialogue and language use.  I’m sure it also exposed the students to a 
completely new experience as well!  Another class cut the pumpkin open.  Children who wished to were able 
to feel the insides of the pumpkin.  Seeds were then incorporated into art work.  These children also 
recognized that seeds can be planted.  Since soil is already a part of their outdoor classroom and digging is a 
typical activity for them, they were easily able to plant the seeds.  Whether or not these seeds grow into 
pumpkins only time will tell, but the fact that this entire process of picking a pumpkin to exploring the insides 
to planting a seed was so seamless and able to unfold naturally based on the children’s own 
imaginations and curiosities was only possible because of our outdoor setting. 
  
We now await the next change of the seasons—from falling leaves to cold temperatures—and how the 
children’s interests and inquiries will guide their learning toward new and exciting experiences!  
 
Best, 
 
Naomi 
Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

11/3  NO SCHOOL  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

11/11  NO SCHOOL Veterans Day 

11/25  NO SCHOOL Professional Development 

11/26-27 NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving Recess 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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Please contact Barbara Schoenfeld for questions and if interested at 
bschoenfeld11@gmail.com. 

 

 

CSI Nursery School is looking for ride-on toys such as 

those pictured here. If you have one you would like to 

donate, please contact Naomi at 

naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org. 

mailto:bschoenfeld11@gmail.com
mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 
PARENT ASSOCIATION 

CSI Nursery School Families: 
 
First off, we want to give a huge shout out to our amazing teachers, staff, and Naomi for their 
incredible hard work and efforts to keep our children safe, happy, and engaged in a wonderful 
learning environment. 
 
A Note about Fall Programming 
We sincerely hoped to plan both family and parent programs this fall— we even had some great ideas 
in the works— but with the recent peaks in COVID cases, we don't want to risk our communities' 
health, especially since school has been so incredibly successful so far. Thus, we have made the 
difficult decision to hold off on any programming for the fall and will wait to hold programs in the 
spring. We look forward to gathering (hopefully) soon as a community. We miss being together!  
 
Next PA Meeting  
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4th after drop-off. All are welcome to 
attend. Please email us (csinspa@gmail.com) if you wish to attend (either in-person or virtually), or 
are unable to attend but would like to be involved.  
 
PA Membership Dues 
We are asking each family to support the PA by contributing $50 for 1 child, $75 for 2 children 
enrolled at CSI. Your contribution will support upcoming programming, educational supplies and 
initiatives to help make our school the very best that it is. Please submit payment either via venmo to 
@csinspta or by check to CSI nursery school PTA. Please write your child(ren)’s full name(s) in the 
memo of the payment. We thank you for your contribution. 
 
Class Parents 
Thank you to those of you that already signed up to be a class parent. We are still looking for class 
parents for the 3's and 4's classes, so if you are interested in signing up, please reach out to Melinda at 
the NS PA Gmail. She will be happy to provide more information and details. This is a great way to be 
involved, especially if your time is limited!  
 
Want to Get Involved? 
We are looking for parents of all levels of commitment to join our PA. If you are interested in getting 
involved, please contact us at csinspa@gmail.com.  
We are open and eager to hear your suggestions, so please email us (csinspa@gmail.com).  In the 
meantime, here are some ways to get involved: 
• NS PA Meetings are held monthly (either in person or virtually) and all are welcome to attend 
• Sign up to help plan a single event 
• Become a class parent and coordinate communication between the NS PA, teachers, and parents 

in your child’s class 
• Attend the school and social events planned for the upcoming year 
 
We wish you all a wonderful November. Please stay safe!  
 
The CSI NS PA 

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
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A wonderful day was had by all at the Farm on Sunday, October 18th! We learned blessings for 
natural wonders and shared our gratitude for family, being together outdoors, and food. We 
sang songs, played nature games, and explored the farm with Jewish environmental educator, 
Jonathan Billig. We even got to sample some of the rabbi’s produce, and some of us brought 
home a flower as a remembrance of the beautiful day we spent together.   

Our Zoom classes are going extremely well. The students are doing a great job signing in and 
participating (there are of course the occasional internet glitches), and we are all settling in to 
learning together. Thank you for helping your children adjust to this new mode of learning.  

  

If you have a child who you have not yet registered for Religious School, it's not too late. Please 
click HERE and complete the online registration.  

 

Rabbi Kane  rabbi@csibriarcliff.org     

Libby Spitzer, Assistant Educational Director libby.spitzer@csibriarcliff.org  

 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL UPDATE 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Zqx_LQ6CRerwHTf8deC-jA8SfDKqQTM92tOmzaRLceUbks7o8NVTIBcIQSjcvEEgP-sTupswFba7q2Clawwvgmts4p4iPtC548VYbzqOlX9ANZOEIiG_pYoyeUp3fuWIwXorP6t2D8OfDiMmg6Sg_OXiF8TC9AM-&c=3bgzdFAWQ7I6x13qfCbrf5TyhhFxFIVBwDBVH36bO1HCyNtAgk8KiQ==&ch=Yx_90
mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:libby.spitzer@csibriarcliff.org
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE - Barbara Schoenfeld, Chairperson 

UPCOMING VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING PRESENTED BY  

THE CSI SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH AT 3PM 

We are very excited to have Lisa Stein and Matthew Stein present a virtual concert for all ages.  Lisa 
performed beautifully for a Sisterhood-sponsored program in August. We are delighted to have her 
return with her multi-talented brother, Matthew, to entertain you with an array of music, including 
Klezmer, show tunes, opera, Romanian, Celtic, and South Indian.  They will use a violin, cello, 
guitar, and drums to accentuate their music.   
 

As a singer, cellist, and composer, Lisa has created and currently leads multiple 
singing communities, including a Jewish a cappella group and a nigun circle.  She 
is studying Music and Religion at Wesleyan University, where she performs 
operatic, classical South Indian, experimental, Renaissance, and Jewish music.  
Lisa recently released her first album of original music, Sonic Salve. 
 
San Francisco-based fiddler and composer, Matthew (Meyshke) Stein leads 
klezmer trio Baymele and performs regularly with a number of classical and East 
European folk ensembles. Formerly a software engineer with YouTube, he now 
designs puzzle hunts, alternate reality games, and escape rooms with his company, 
Enigmida. 
 

 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH AT 3PM 

We invite you to join us for a virtual "Show and Tell" as we prepare for Chanukah. 
Come just for the company, or if you wish, participate by spending a minute or two 
sharing a Chanukah memory, showing a treasured piece of Judaica, such as a family 
menorah or your favorite dreidel, or telling a Chanukah story. Bring your own 
refreshments! Everyone is welcome: families, children and adults of all ages. We hope to 
see you and spread some Chanukah light!   

 
For further information please contact Barbara Schoenfeld at 
bschoenfeld11@gmail.com. 
 

The Social Committee is happy to share some fun and VIRTUAL entertainment  
with you during these extraordinary and difficult times. Stay safe and well!   

 

The Social Committee had a wonderful virtual magic show on 
October 18th with about 70 people, including many young children 
and young adults, who were dazzled by magician, Jim Munsey. 
Thank you to all who participated! 

 

REGISTER FOR 11/15 HERE 

 

REGISTER FOR 

12/6 HERE 

mailto:bschoenfeld11@gmail.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/social_comm_20201115
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/social_comm_20201206
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/social_comm_20201206
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MEN’S CLUB - Mark Reisman & Richard Langeloh, Co-Presidents 

MEN’S CLUB 
 

IMPORTANT ZOOM MEETING 
 

 Sunday, November 8th at 5pm 
 

We will be discussing the future of the Men’s Club.  This 
important meeting will last no longer than an hour. 
 
Please contact Jason Eidlitz jshoedog@optonline.net to 
receive the Zoom link. 

 

Our next book club 

meeting is on 

Thursday, 

December 3rd.   

We are reviewing  

Say Nothing by 

Patrick Keefe.   

Contact Alan 

Grotenstein for 

further information. 

agrotenstein@ 

gmail.com  

USY/KADIMA—Andrea Bromberg, Advisor 

• Have questions? E-mail Andrea at csiusy@csibriarcliff.org or speak to a USY board 

member! 

• Want METNY updates on your phone? Text @metnyu to 81010 for reminders. 

• Want to register for a regional or divisional event? Follow this link:   

https://www.regpacks.com/reg/templates/build?g id=100901855  

PRIDE COMMITTEE - Suzanne Haber, Chairperson 

THE CSI PRIDE COMMITTEE is closely aligned with an organization 
named Keshet which works for the full equality of all LGBTQ Jews and 
our families in Jewish life. Keshet equips Jewish organizations with the 

skills and knowledge to build LGBTQ-affirming communities, create 
spaces in which all queer Jewish youth feel seen and valued, and 

advance LGBTQ rights nationwide.   
 

Next Meeting:  November 18th, 7:30pm 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

+ 

mailto:agrotenstein@gmail.com
mailto:agrotenstein@gmail.com
mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:www.regpacks.com/reg/templates/build?g%20id=100901855
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SISTERHOOD NEWS   

President: Robin Ginsberg  * Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter * Recording Secretary: Beth Levine 

Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin : Marion Jablansky * Membership: Annleah Berger * Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 

Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

The Sisterhood Book Club continues this year with new facilitators,  

Roberta Bar-Levav and Susan Thrope. 

The first book we will be reading is “Gateway to The Moon” by Mary Morris. 

From award-winning novelist Mary Morris comes the remarkable story of a remote New 
Mexican town coming to grips with a dark history it never imagined.  
   
In 1492, the Jewish and Muslim populations of Spain were expelled, and Columbus set sail for 
America. Luis de Torres, a Spanish Jew, accompanies Columbus as his interpreter. His 
journey is only the beginning of a long migration, across many generations. Over the centuries, 
de Torres’ descendants travel from Spain and Portugal to Mexico, finally settling in the hills of 
New Mexico. Five hundred years later, it is in these same hills that Miguel Torres, a young 
amateur astronomer, finds himself trying to understand the mystery that surrounds him and the 
town he grew up in.  Entrada de la Luna is a place that holds a profound secret--one that its 
residents cannot even imagine. It is also a place that ambitious children, such as Miguel, try to 
leave. Poor health, broken marriages, and poverty are the norm. Luck is unusual. When 
Miguel sees a flyer for a babysitting job, he jumps at the opportunity, and begins work for a 
Jewish family new to the area. Rachel Rothstein is not the sort of parent Miguel expected. A 
frustrated artist, Rachel moved her family from New York in search of a fresh start, but so far 
New Mexico has not solved any of the problems she brought with her. Miguel loves the work, 
yet he is surprised to find many of the Rothstein family's customs similar to ones he’s grown up 
with and never understood.  Interwoven throughout the present-day narrative are the powerful 
stories of the ancestors of Entrada's residents, highlighting the torture, pursuit, and resistance 
of the Jewish people. A beautiful novel of shared history, Gateway to the Moon is a moving 
and memorable portrait of a family and its journey through the centuries. 

 

This book is available in the Westchester Library System. 

Please RSVP to Roberta rbarlevav@gmail.com. 

BOOK CLUB ZOOM MEETING 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st 
from 4-5:30pm 

mailto:rbarlevav@gmail.com
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Sisterhood is offering complimentary membership to any 
CSI members or school families who have not previously 

joined Sisterhood. 

Please contact Robin robsamg@optonline.net 

Matanah, the gift shop of CSI, is now open for virtual shopping via 
Facetime or appointment.   

Please contact Robin robsamg@optonline.net 

Please join CSI Sisterhood for an evening of 
“Coloring and Camaraderie” 

Wednesday, November 11th at 7:00 pm 
Did you know that coloring can relax your brain? Coloring can help you channel your inner 
artist, de-stress and bring a sense of peace. And who doesn’t need some of that? 
As we get ready to hunker down for the winter, let’s gather 
over Zoom to color and chat. No experience or ability 
necessary! Use your own supplies or purchase a 100 page 
coloring book with pencils for $6.00.  (Limited supply of 
coloring books available).   
 
Bring a glass of wine or a cup of tea. 
No muting during this Zoom get together! 
Please RSVP to Robin robsamg@optonline.net 
Arrangements will be made to drop off or pick up coloring 
books. 

SISTERHOOD NEWS   

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN SISTERHOOD! 

Please mail a check for $36.00 ($54 for non-CSI members) payable to: CSI SISTERHOOD. 
to Annleah Berger, 10 Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. 10510.  Please include your name, 
address, email address and telephone number. 

COOKING WITH HELENE RUDE 

Learn to make kugel with an experienced kugel maker! 

Sunday, 11/22 at 11am.  Zoom link will be shared soon.  

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE - Judy Boehr, Chairperson 

 The Ossining Food Pantry is seeking our help feeding our hungry neighbors.  Currently they 

distribute bags of food on Tuesdays from 12pm-2pm at the Trinity Church in Ossining.  Three or four 
volunteers are there each week, and they are looking to add to this crew.  (You wouldn’t have to be 
there every week if there is a positive response.)  We could help them at this existing time or, better 
yet, help them institute a new time slot to serve people.  Social distancing applies.  The system is in 
place; we’d just help to make it happen.  This is a great way to enhance our longtime commitment to 
the Ossining Food Pantry.  

If you would like to be involved in this effort or other social action projects, contact Judy Boehr (914-
762-1984)  (tanglewoodtoots@juno.com) or Janis Golubock (jgolubock@yahoo.com). 

mailto:tanglewoodtoots@juno.com
mailto:jgolubock@yahoo.com
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

Mazal Tov to:  Sari & Scott Neave on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Mikayla. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Erica & Jonathan Ben-Zvi on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Stephanie. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Arlene & Jay Neveloff on the birth of their granddaughter, Zoe Elizabeth.  Zoe is the 
daughter of David and Heather Neveloff.   
 
Condolences to:  Stephen Alpert on the loss of his mother, Jeanne Shapiro Alpert. 
 
Condolences to:  Jay Waxenberg on the loss of his mother, Edith Waxenberg. 
 
Condolences to:  Bennett Ashley on the loss of his father, Alfred Ashley. 

CARING COMMUNITY - Judy Boehr & Clare Rosen, Chairpersons 

 

We don’t see each other in person very much these days, but that doesn’t mean we don’t 
care.  The Caring Community continues to respond to our congregants’ needs.  A phone call 

when you’ve had a loss,  a check-in for seniors and others who need a friendly hello, and 
delivery of delicious meals if you are sick are just a few of the ways we reach out to help.  If 

you have a caring need, let the office know or contact Judy Boehr. 

We are hoping to broaden our committee membership to help spread good cheer within our 
community.  The time commitment is small, but the rewards are great.  Join us! 

Contact  Judy  Boehr (914-762-1984)  tanglewoodtoots@juno.com. 

mailto:tanglewoodtoots@juno.com
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Donors as of 10/30/2020—* denotes donations of $500 and above. 
It is not too late to donate!   

Stephen & Marsha Ackerman 
Jonathan Arfa 
Steven & Audrey Bender * 
Howard & Mindy Berkower 
Norman & Barbara Block 
Andrew & Elaine Bloom 
Judith Boehr 
Dean Brown 
Richard & Stacy Charney * 
Leonard & Deborah Chubinsky 
Gerald & Millicent Citron * 
Daniel & Nancy Cohen* 
Steven & Linda Cohen 
David & Orit Daly 
Judith Duke  
Philip & Ali Edelstein  
Jenean & Seth Eichenholtz 
Miriam FIshman & Michael Leigner  
Jack & Ellen Freeman * 
Roberta Freilich 
Michael & Eleanor Frey 
Elliot Fuhr & Merle Pine 
Brian Gelfand & Ann Tappert 
Nina Gershowitz 
Robert & Francine Goldstein* 
Joseph & Lois Gottlieb * 
Marcy Gray 
Joel & Jill Greenstein * 
Alan & Susan Grotenstein 
Neal & Suzanne Haber 
Stuart & Stacy Halper 
Ronald & Lynn Hanover 
Neil & Shelley Harwayne 
Ronald & Samantha Hawson 
Keith & Jennifer Hentel 
Paul & Susan Hodara 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stuart Holzer* 
Larry & Lisa Honigman 
Philip & Amy Horowitz 
Andrew & Carole Kagan 
Paul Kalman & Betty Balsam 
Rabbi Steven & Judy Kane * 
Cheryl Katz 
Stephen & Norma Katz 
Richard & Roberta Kay * 
Edward & Linda Kaye 
Kazin, Joel & Iris Kazin 
David & Georgia Keidan * 
Cheryl Kestenbaum 
Michael & Margery Kirsch * 
Paul & Sonia Kleinman 
Jonathan & Erica Kolbrener 
Phyllis Kurfirst * 
Richard Langeloh & Helen Chuckrow 
Alan & Elizabeth Legatt* 
Eric & Susan Leibert 
Susan Lerner 
Daniel & Marian Levine 
David & Denise Levine * 
Mathew & Carolyn Linett * 
Marc Lewy & Corazon Loteyro* 
Lustig, Naftali & Ryna Lustig 
Barry & Karen Malmet * 
Robert & Marilyn Margolies * 
Metzger, David & Elizabeth Metzger 
Konstantin Millerman &  
   Ekaterina Milchtein * 
Jason & Dara Mirsky 
Jeffrey & Meryl Mitzner 
Eric & Lisa Nadler 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mark & Barbara Nackman 
Seth & Marian Natter 
Joel Neuberg 
Thomas & Carol Neuman 
Arleen Neustein* 
Michael & Erica Olin * 
Barry & Gail Perlow 
Sharon & Arnold Richter* 
Clare Rosen * 
Mark & Marnie Rosenberg * 
Judith Rosof * 
Nechama Ross  
Marc & Beth Roth 
Jordan & Pamela Schiffman 
Douglas & Rebecca Schiz* 
Robert Schloss & Emily Sack * 
Neil & Leona Schluger * 
Henry & Barbara Schoenfeld * 
Fredrick & Lois Schulman * 
Esther Schwartz* 
Louis Sherman & Marci Dressler 
Gary & Bette Slutsky  
Melvin & Ruth Speier * 
David & Patricia Stiffman 
Henrik & Jaime Sukonnik 
Richard & Jane Taffet 
Gary & Nancy Turer 
Susan Wattenberg 
Evan & Elaine Wetzler *  
Leon White *  
George Yankwitt  
Debra Young 
Lee & Lauren Zaretsky * 
George & Cathy Zimmerman *  
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DONATIONS  
 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of William Kavee      Linda & Steven Kavee 

Thank you to Cantor Shiovitz      Benji & Arthur Baer 

In memory of William Kavee      Daphne & Alan Crosswell 

Thank you to Cantor Shiovitz      Corazon Loteyro & Marc Lewy 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Stephanie Ben-Zvi   Erica & Jonathan Ben-Zvi 

 

CARING COMMUNITY FUND 

In memory of Robert Berger      Elaine & Evan Wetzler 

In memory of Samuel Levine      Beth & Harold Levine 

In memory of Lillian Lubin      Janice & Barry Kirschner 

In memory of Anita Fogel & Paul Gurevich    Nina Gershowitz 

 

ETZ CHAIM  - TREE OF LIFE FUND 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger     Marion & Michael Jablansky 

In memory of Albert Cohen      Nancy & Daniel Cohen 

In memory of Gregory Millerman     Ekaterina Milchtein & Konstantin Millerman 

In memory of Dina “Donya” Millerman     Ekaterina Milchtein & Konstantin Millerman 

In honor of Sonia Kleinman      Linda & Dana Mandel 

In memory of Elmer Kirsch      Margie & Mike Kirsch 

In memory of Esther Lerner      Susan Lerner 

In memory of Frieda Sherman      The Edelstein Family 

In memory of Edith Waxenberg      Helene & Adam Rude 

In honor of the birth of Caleb Mickie Sukonnik    Helene & Adam Rude 
 

RACHEL GREENSTEIN CHILDREN’S RESOURCE LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of Rachel Greenstein     Jill & Joel Greenstein 

 

IRA KESTENBAUM BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

In honor of Cheryl Kestenbaum      Helene & Adam Rude 

 

RHODA & MEL MILLER TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 

In memory of Jeanne Shapiro Alpert     Amy, Sherman & Jake Alpert 

In memory of Stanley Egelberg      Karie & Jeffrey Miller 

In memory of Rhoda Miller      Karie & Jeffrey Miller 

In memory of Jane Kavy      Karie & Jeffrey Miller 

In memory of Edith Waxenberg      Karie & Jeffrey Miller 

In honor of Roni Shapiro      Karie & Jeffrey Miller 
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ORGANIC FARM FUND 

In memory of William Kavee      Linda & Steven Kavee 

In memory of William Kavee      Westchester Great Books Council 

In honor of the marriage of Dara Kagan     Margie & Mike Kirsch 

In honor of Ellen Johnson      Benji & Arthur Baer 

 

PRAYER BOOK FUND (Lev Shalem) 

In memory of Rhoda Kittay      The Kittay/Parker Family 

In memory of William Kittay      The Kittay/Parker Family 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Thank you to the CSI Staff       Barbara & Norman Block 

In memory of Paul Balog      Sharon & Gilbert Balog 

In memory of William Kavee      Linda & Steven Kavee 

Thank you to Rabbi Kane      Benji & Arthur Baer 

In memory of William Kavee      Daphne & Alan Crosswell 

In memory of Edith Waxenberg      Patty & David Stiffman 

In memory of Selig Rosengarten     Debra Young 

In honor of our 45th Wedding Anniversary    Liz & Alan Legatt 

Thank you to Rabbi Kane      Gary Perchick 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Stephanie Ben-Zvi   Erica & Jonathan Ben-Zvi 

 

 

DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 

 
In memory of William Kavee 
In  memory of Jesse Koch 
In memory of Jeanne Shapiro Alpert 
In memory of Edith Waxenberg 
In memory of Alfred Ashley 
In honor of the birth of Zoe Elizabeth Neveloff 
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Mikayla Neave 
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Stephanie Ben-Zvi 

DONATIONS  
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Celebrants   Date    Years 

Bruce & Barbara Silverstein  1 40 

Adam & Helene Rude   4 30 

Barry & Libby Spitzer   4 36 

Paul & Renee Horowitz  5 32 

Jason & Dara Mirsky   7 21 

Alan & Daphne Crosswell  9 34 

Corey & Emily Ginsburg  11 20 

Calvin & Phyllis Neider   13 32 

Jonathan & Wendy Gottlieb  13 26 

Howard & Libbe Pavony  20 43 

Richard & Sheera Zuckerman  23 34 

Mathew & Carolyn Linett  25    21 

Louis & Barbara Wachtel  28 57 

Michael & Marion Jablansky  29 39 

Celebrant                    Date          Years 

George Wrubel   2     9 

Gabrielle Kogan   2  14 

Oliver Fijman    4   8 

Emily Newman 10   9 

Eli Weintraub  12   6 

Joshua Markowitz 21  14 

Bradley Newman 25  13 

Marley Stern   27   8 
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LEAH FALAH: MINCHA, NOVEMBER 14th 

 
Hi my name is Leah Falah.  I am so happy to share my Bat Mitzvah coming up in November!  I’m actually 

having a B’not Mitzvah with my twin Yael!   I live in Briarcliff Manor, NY with my Mom, Dad, twin sister 

Yael, and younger brother Eli.  

 

I am currently going to Briarcliff Middle School.  Middle School has really helped me create new friendships 

and learn so many new exciting things. I partake in many activities, one of which is gymnastics.  I have a 

passion for gymnastics because it helps me work very hard and allows me to set goals for myself.   I am on 

the Westchester Gymnastics team!   I also play the flute in school.  Unfortunately, we have not been able to 

play due to Covid, but I am excited to say, we will be working on fingering of the notes and much more! 

I was also a member of the Girl Scouts Club for 5 years and participated in a lot of project work.  

This program gave me the opportunity to give back to the elderly community by interacting with the 

Briarcliff Manor Center for Rehabilitation and Nursing.   

 

My Bat Mitzvah project is to help children with disabilities and critical illnesses through Make a Wish 

Foundation in honor of my disabled cousin.  This project is very important and means a lot to me.   

 

I am so proud to be a Bat Mitzvah because I get to show my parents, my family, and myself how I’ve grown 
into a young adult.  Thank you to my family, Hebrew school teachers, Rabbi Kane and Cantor Shiovitz for 
helping me get this far.  

 

YAEL FALAH: MINCHA, NOVEMBER 14th 

 
Hi my name is Yael Falah.  I live in Briarcliff Manor, NY with my Mom, Dad, my twin Leah, and younger 

brother Eli.   I attend Briarcliff Middle School and I am in 7th grade.    

 

I am so excited for my Bat Mitzvah in November! I’m actually having a B’not Mitzvah with my twin Leah!  

There are a variety of activities that I enjoy and partake in.  I love gymnastics and belong to the Westchester 

Gymnastics team!  I am also passionate about surfing and I have been playing the violin for 4 years.  I did 

Girls Scouts for 5 years with my best friends and this organization helped me gain leadership skills and 

taught us how to accomplish goals as a team.    

 

My Bat Mitzvah project is to help continue the fight for a cure for Parkinson's disease through the 

Parkinson’s Research Foundation in honor of my grandmother, Nina Liu, who passed away from 

Parkinson’s.   

 

I am proud to become a Bat Mitzvah because it symbolizes maturity and growth.  I am so excited to take on 

this next chapter in life!  Thank you to my entire family, Hebrew school teachers, and a very big thank you to 

Rabbi Kane and Cantor Shiovitz for all the learning and support.    

 

 

OUR NOVEMBER B’NOT MITZVAH 
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General & Cosmetic 
Dentistry for Adults 

and Children 

 
61 Sunset Drive 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 
 

Hi-tech Dentistry  
with a Caring Touch! 

 

(914) 941-1890 

 

John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

