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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Religious School Director:  
Wendy Segal 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Clare Rosen, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Robin Ginsberg, VP 
Jill Greenstein, VP 
Mark Rosenberg, VP 
Fred Schulman, VP 
Bob Margolies, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Steve Bender, IPP 

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer is President and CEO of the Hadar 
Institute.  Please join us Friday, March 11th and Saturday, 
March 12th when Rabbi Kaunfer will be discussing, “How can 
I pray what I don’t believe?  New Approaches to Interpreting 
the Siddur.” 
 
Friday, March 11th  
6:45pm:  Dinner (reservations required) RESERVE HERE 
8:00pm: Praying Anew: Unlocking Meaning in the Words of 
the Siddur  
 
Saturday, March 12th 
9:10am:  Shabbat D'var Torah:  Can Doubters Pray?  
1:15pm:  The Mourner’s Kaddish – A New Interpretation  
 
 
Scholar in Residence is open to all. 
This event is sponsored by the Rabbi’s Circle. 
 

Scholar In Residence 
 
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer 
 
March 11th-12th 

 

Featured speakers will share their  
personal experiences.    

 
Come learn from them and discover 

next steps for taking action. 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/sir_20220311
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

  Over the years I have had children come into 
my office for an "ask the rabbi" session. They 
are allowed to ask any question of me they 
want. Sometimes they ask me which is my 
favorite baseball team, and sometimes they 
ask me if I believe in God. Inevitably, though, 
one of the students will raise their hand and 
ask, "Why did you decide to become a rabbi?" 
   Most of the time my answer includes telling 
them about my love of teaching Judaism to 
children and adults, a passion for Israel and 
the Jewish people and being with families at 
moments of immense joy and even deep 
sorrow. Now, however, there is something 
else to add to that list. 
   For the past few months, the CSI Afghan 
Refugee Resettlement Committee has been 
working on bringing an Afghan family to this 
area. The committee has met regularly to 
make certain everything was in order, from 
finding a place for them to live, to furnishing it 
with the proper furniture, to stocking it with 
food to get them started. They have also been 
actively lining up employment opportunities. 
Of course there was lots of paperwork and red 
tape to get through. The work of the 
committee has been simply incredible. 
   This week our efforts will result in an Afghan 
family of three (soon to be four) moving into 
the apartment we secured and beginning a 
new life here, in Westchester County. As we 
helped prepare their home I kept thinking 
about this family, whose father was employed 
at a U.S. Army base in Afghanistan, and what 
they must be feeling. They are so far from 
their homeland and culture and undoubtedly 
long for it, yet had they stayed in Afghanistan 
their lives would have been in serious danger. 
They are coming to a place that they have 

never heard of, being greeted by strangers. 
Yet there is no doubt there is great joy in their 
hearts for the generosity of our community 
and the opportunities they will now have. 
   The Talmud (Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5) teaches 
us that God began creation with only one 
person (Adam) to teach us that "anyone who 
saves the life of another is as if they have 
saved an entire world.”  It is certainly true that 
there are tens of thousands of refugees in 
America, and we at CSI can hardly save them 
all. But by embracing the Torah's 
commandment to welcome the stranger, for 
this one family we will have made a world of 
difference. 
   Why did I become a rabbi? I will now be able 
to add, "to help us realize our responsibility as 
Jews to try and save the world, one person (or 
family) at a time." Perhaps that's the most 
important reason of all. 
  

  L'hitraot  

Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

JEWISH MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES 
Saturday, March 5th at 8pm 

Hadar & The Rising Song Institute Part 2 
 ZOOM LINK  

     Everyone loves Purim. It is the time for joy and 
celebration. We read the Megillah in an 
atmosphere of unbridled happiness and this year 
in person, too! We share MIshloach Manot (gifts of 
food) and we offer Matanot L’evyonim (special 
tzedakah to the needy and especially to our new 
family from Afghanistan!) We rejoice at a Seudat 
Purim (the festive meal) filled with good food, 
drink, family and friends. So, what’s not to like 
about Purim? 
     Indeed, we should enjoy every minute of that 
glorious day. However, let us not forget the 
tremendous story and its lessons. We must 
remember the courage of Mordecai and Esther as 
they found the inner strength to stand up against a 
most powerful tyrant. We must remember the 
powerful words of Mordecai, who spoke not only 
to Esther but to every Jew in every generation who 
enjoys a bit of power and influence. “And who 
knows if it was only for this reason, to save our 
people, that God gave you the power and place in 
society.” Purim is not a story from our past, but a 
call to action in our present. It is truly not so much 
about our history as it is about our destiny. 
    We must remember. In fact, the Shabbat before 
Purim is always called Shabbat Zachor, the Shabbat 
of Remembering. We read a special Torah portion 
about the mitzvah to remember what the 
Amalekites did to us when they attacked us in the 
wilderness of Sinai. That section concludes with 
the command, “Remember, and do not forget.” 
These words have resonated in the hearts and 
minds of Jews throughout the ages. 
     In Judaism, remembering is never merely a 
mental exercise of recall. One does not fulfill the 
mitzvah of “remembering the Sabbath,” or 
“remembering that we were slaves in Egypt” 
simply by thinking about it.  Indeed, in Judaism, it 
is always a call to action. Memories fade if they are 
not translated into meaningful action.  When we 
are introduced to Purim with a Shabbat of 
Remembering, we are reminded that Purim is not 
simply a story to recall, nor is it simply an occasion 

for celebration. Rather, Purim must be a call to 
action. It must be a call to act with greater faith 
and courage as Jews. It is a call to respond to the 
threats of those who would see our destruction. It 
is a call to respond to ensure that there is always 
going to be a Jewish tomorrow, no matter how 
troubled today may be. 
     How important is Purim? The Talmud teaches 
and Maimonides codifies this in his work on Jewish 
law: “In the Messianic era, all the Biblical books of 
the Prophets and Writings will become obsolete, 
except for the Megillah of Esther. In those days, all 
the struggles of Judaism will be forgotten, except 
for those of Purim, the memory of which will never 
pass.” On Purim, we celebrate, but more 
importantly, we remember, we act with strength. 
When we act with strength, we ensure the future 
for our children and our grandchildren. 
     Remember, Happy Purim! 
 
 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85065630530?pwd=eU0wZW9IOTd5SUZ5QS9odElzR2l2Zz09#success
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 

   I am so proud to be counted as a member of 
CSI. You, as a congregation, willingly give 
tzedakah, the Hebrew word for philanthropy and 
charity. Tzedakah is a form of social justice; 
donors benefit from giving as much as, if not 
more than, the recipients benefit from the gift. 
For example, the Afghan Refugee Resettlement 
Committee has brought together so many who 
have given their time, effort, and insight, in 
addition to making monetary gifts. I’m certain 
that the volunteers will agree that they have built 
new and meaningful relationships. I know I have.    

   As Jews we give tzedakah because we try to 
right the wrongs of the world and create a more 
just society. Because the world is an imperfect 
place, it is up to us as Jews to try and create 
Tikkun Olam, a repaired world, also a form of 
social justice. In many cultures, bedtime prayers 
are a daily ritual. In my family I was asked, “What 
did you do to make this world a better place?” 
Often, I was unable to say what I did, but just 
having the question asked every day imbued in 
me the responsibility to make a difference.  

    

 

   Purim is just around the corner, March 16th to 
March 17th.  The story of Purim tells of the near 
destruction of the Jewish people, who were 
thankfully saved by the courage of Queen Esther. 
A Purim custom at CSI is to give Mishloach Manot 
to our friends and family. In the Book of Esther 
we are told to send portions to each other. One 
reason is that sending food to others is an 
expression of solidarity, a symbol of peace and 
harmony in a fractured Jewish community. 
Another reason for Mishloach Manot is to send 
food to the poor. And rather than sending only to 
the poor, segregating them from the larger 
Jewish community, we send gifts to all.  

   Mishloach Manot can be seen as a symbol of 
two things. It is a way to instill harmony and love 
in the Jewish people, and to remind ourselves as 
we celebrate Purim that we cannot forget the 
needs of the less fortunate in our community.  

   Another ritual that I look forward to each Purim 
is to make a new hamantaschen recipe. This year 
I’m going to try a savory one.  

Best, 
Clare E Rosen, President  
clayrcsi@gmail.com   

Megillah Reading 
Wednesday, 3/16 

7pm 
Open to all! 
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   The CSI Vineyard and Winemaking team has been active in preparation for our second vintage (5780 / 
2021) to enable bottling and sales of wine for Passover.  This year’s crop was solid even though the rains 
from Hurricane Ida caused the grapes to swell with excess water.  We waited an extra 10 days to give them a 
chance to absorb additional sun and resume the ripening process.  Our team, including Mike Kirsch, Ryna 
Lustig, Michael Stern, Adam Stern, David Levitt, John Chambal, Larisa Wayne-Paulmeno, Chris Walsh, Ruth 
Speier and five of my granddaughters, harvested the crop on September 12th, just before Yom Kippur.  Once 
again, we purchased additional grapes from Double A Vineyards in Fredonia, New York, which were picked 
up and delivered by John Chambal and a friend of his on September 14th.  On Sunday, September 19th, we 
began the process of pressing and fermenting the grapes to turn them into wine for our new vintage.  
I entered a bottle of our first vintage in the Prospero Home Wine Makers annual competition in early 
November and received a Gold Award in the Hybrid Grape category as well as a Bronze Award for the Best 
Label, which was designed by our own Janice Rappaport.  About two dozen bottles (with alcohol content of 
just over 14%)  remain from our Gold Award winning bottling, and they are available for purchase at the CSI 
office.  
   On December 14th, a group including Mike Kirsch, Tom Hannon, Michael Stern, John Chambal and David 
Levitt racked the wine from the oak barrels and demi-johns undergoing secondary (malolactic) fermentation 
in classroom 1 back into the fermentation bins, before pumping the wine back into the barrels to continue 
the fermentation and aging process.  After racking, we took a sample of the wine and brought it for testing of 
Total Acidity (TA) and Alcohol Content by Volume (ABV) to Prospero Wines.  As anticipated, the TA was in the 
neighborhood of .70-.75 indicating a slightly acidic wine (characteristic of the hybrid grape), and the ABV of 
12.7%, somewhat lower than the first vintage since the sugar content of the grapes was lower than the prior 
harvest due to the more than six inches of rain from the remnants of Hurricane Ida. 
   We plan to rack again  at the end of February, with a final racking in April for a total of four (including the 
initial racking from fermentation tanks into the oak barrels), in order to clarify the wine and eliminate most 
of the sediment formed from the yeast husks, seeds, stems, leaves and twigs that make up the fermented 
must.    
   On Sunday, December 19th, our team of viticulture participants including Mike Kirsch, Ryna and Naftali 
Lustig, Larisa Wayne-Paulmeno, Paula Edlavitch, Susan Levitsky, David Levitt and John Chambal, pruned the 
vines to begin the process of generating renewal growth to produce clusters of grapes for the new season.  
This involves cutting back the canes and spurs as well as the cordons, to permit new growth.  Starting in late 
March or early April we anticipate that the vines will bud, and we will begin the process of adding new 
mounds of wood chips at the base of the vines and spraying to reduce the likelihood of the development of 
mildew and mold (including black mold). 
   My thanks to this year’s team of viticulture participants as well as five of my 
granddaughters, Violet Miser, Ava Miser, Zoey Stern, Marley Stern and Ivy Stern, 
who have provided able assistance in the management of our vines.  
 
My sincere apologies if I missed anyone. 
Aaron B. Stern, email: sternab@aol.com 

mailto:sternab@aol.com
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As we have for the past two years, we will be collecting money 
rather than Passover food for Project Ezra, a wonderful 
organization that services elderly Jews on the Lower East Side.  Any 
amount is welcome - chai ($18) or double chai (or more!) is always 
appreciated.  The cost of the box of food we donated in the past is 
approximately $65.   Project Ezra will deliver small packages with 
Passover essentials to their clients.  These seniors will also receive a 
direct relief check they can use for Passover shopping.  The checks will 
be distributed beginning the last week in March - first week in April.  As 
you begin to think about your own Seders, please help with this mitzvah 
and be as generous as you can to help others celebrate Passover. 
 
To donate through CSI:  Go to the CSI website (www.csibriarcliff.org) 
and click on “Support Project Ezra” next to the Seder plate.  This will 
take you to the page where you can make your donation.  We will 
forward the funds directly to Project Ezra in time for their  
Passover distribution.   
 
To donate directly to Project Ezra:  Go to their website 
(www.projectezra.org) and click on DONATE.  (Where it says “tribute 
text” if you note that this is from Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Briarcliff, NY, Ezra will keep track of our donations – similar to the 
memo line on a check.)  You can pay by credit card or send a check to:  
Project Ezra, 387 Grand Street (Ground Floor), New York, NY 10002  
(Please write “Congregation Sons of Israel Briarcliff” on the memo 
line.) 
 
Donations may be made through April 1st. 
 
Thank you for supporting this drive.  Wishing you all a joyful and 
meaningful Passover. 

 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
http://www.projectezra.org


Page 8 Congregation Sons of Israel March 2022 

 



March 2022 Congregation Sons of Israel Page 9 

 

 

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

Naomi Elyachar 
Nursery School Director 

Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

3/23 NO SCHOOL — Professional Development Day 

3/26 Chavurah Service at 10:30AM 

   Even though it is still winter when March 

begins, it already feels like a time of renewal 

because our spring holidays begin this month, 

and we start planning for the remainder of the 

year. We start thinking ahead to moving up day 

and the end of the school year festivities 

already in March. We will be celebrating Purim 

this year with costumes, a carnival during the 

school day, musical fun, and by making 

mishloach manot to share with others. By the 

very end of the month, the classes will begin to 

talk about Passover as well.  

   On my end, spring allows time for reflection on 

what direction I plan to bring the school. It is the 

perfect time to try out small changes, see how 

they work, and if they are keepers or not for the 

next school year. We have a long history at our 

school of a high-quality, structured, play-based 

program. My goal is to build upon this while 

using my background in early childhood 

education and professional experiences and 

development to continue to stretch our 

offerings here to be innovative and focus on the 

needs of our students and community.   

 

 

 

 

 

   Last year, in the spring, one classroom was 

asked to change their daily parent 

communication. This year, every classroom does 

it this same, new way. Last year, we changed 

our moving up ceremony to a more intimate, 

calm arrangement that let the stars of the day—

our children moving on to kindergarten—shine 

with fewer distractions around them. Trying new 

things, keeping what works and scrapping what 

does not, is as important for our teachers and 

students in the classroom as it is at the whole 

school level. I look forward to this idea of 

“renewal” this spring and trying new ideas and 

strategies with our teachers to make our school 

the very best early childhood center it can be.  

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/ns-2022-registration
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/ns-2022-registration
mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

CHAVURAH FAMILY SERVICE 
March 26th 

10:30AM 
 

Chavurah service is a lively adaptation of 

Shabbat services designed especially for 

families with young children. Judy Kane 

leads these upbeat, joyful services with the 

help of musician Brian Gelfand.  

March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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A few months ago, I gave all the 4th through 7th graders a 
standard Hebrew assessment to see where each student 
stood in terms of Hebrew decoding.  Are they able to 
pronounce correctly any Hebrew word they see?  Since 
Hebrew is a phonetic alphabet, once one learns all the 
consonants and all the vowels, one should be able to 
decode, or pronounce out, any Hebrew word, but it often 
happens that students don’t remember each letter and 
vowel perfectly.  So we give them an evaluation and then 
give them review sheets to strengthen weak areas.  
Toward the end of the year, we reassess the students to 
see where they stand.  Next year, we’ll do the same:  
initial assessment, remediation, re-assessment.  Very 
soon, I’ll be sending out to parents the results of the initial 
assessment and scans of the remediation worksheets.  Our 
aides are working with the students but if anyone in your 
family can read Hebrew, you can review these shaky areas 
with your children, too. 
 
But a worksheet only goes so far.   
 
I remember taking my written driving exam.  Because I’m 
good at academic endeavors, I got every question right.  I 
did really well in driver’s ed class, which we all took 
instead of PE for several weeks in school.  But could I 
drive?  Well, it turns out I could, but not because I had 
studied the driver’s manual.  I could drive because my 
father took me out in the car on many Sunday afternoons.  
We went to empty mall parking lots (in Bergen County, NJ, 
blue laws that keep stores closed on Sundays are still in 
effect).  We drove and parked and backed out and sped up 
and made 3-point turns until I could drive.  Then we 
practiced in my neighborhood and on the highways.  
Whenever we went somewhere as a family, my father 
insisted I drive.  (My mother stayed in the back seat with 
one hand outstretched, bracing herself on the seat in front 
of her and the other hand clutching her heart.)  
 
Religious school is much the same way.  (You saw that 
coming, right?)  Formal assessments are important, but no 
one learns how to daven from a worksheet.  No one learns 
how to be a Jew from a workbook.  No one learns how to 
be a mensch from a textbook.  You can’t really experience 
the silliness of Purim until you show up in a costume.  You 
can’t forget Passover if your family attends a seder every 
year.  You will know you know how to daven when your 

body bows in the right places or you perhaps 
absentmindedly say, “Baruch hu” even as you’re listening 
to your friend whisper something to you or as you’re 
thinking about what a crazy week you had.  I suppose 
that’s why the Rabbis of the Talmud take so much time 
discussing exactly what the procedure should be if you 
accidentally leave out a particular reference in a prayer or 
blessing.  Should you go on anyway?  Should you go back 
to the beginning and start again?  It turns out that it 
depends on which part you left out and how far along you 
are.  Did you just start?  Go back and do it right correctly.  
Are you nearly finished?  Depending on what you left out, 
sometimes you should just finish up.  In case you forgot 
what the rules are on forgetting, many prayerbooks give 
instructions somewhere about what to make up and when 
– IF you haven’t forgotten where to look for those 
instructions!  Prayer can only be so comfortable that you 
forget if you mentioned something if prayer is 
comfortable.  And prayer can only be that comfortable if 
you do it regularly.  Being a good person isn’t always 
natural – it comes when you’ve been a good person so 
often it becomes a habit.  Behaving like a Jew, acting like a 
Jew only becomes the way you are when you’ve behaved 
like a Jew and acted like a Jew day after day, year after 
year. 
 
I promise to continue to check that the religious school 
students are indeed learning what we are teaching.  But 
turning correct pronunciation into heartfelt davening 
requires regular, real life, “on the road” practice.  Learning 
about tzedakah becomes a life-long value when your 
family gives tzedakah regularly.  The bad news is that, to 
be a good Jew, you have to keep on practicing your whole 
life.  The good news is that you have your whole life to 
practice.  

 
 
Wendy Segal 
Religious School Director 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 

  FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Wendy Segal 

mailto:RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org
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HEBREW HIGH & USY 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Hebrew High & USY March Events 

3/6 
 
3/13 
  
3/20    
 
3/27 
 
4/3 

Hebrew High—Hamentaschen Dough Prep & Purim Fun Facts Program 
 
USY—The Great Hamentaschen Bake & Gaga 
 
USY—Teen Talk with Keshet:  LGBTQ+ Allyship/Inclusion 
 
 
 
USY—Briarcliff Manor Fire Department Presentation 

HH Teachers: 
Sheera Zuckerman 
Cantor Shiovitz 
Rabbi Kane 

USY Advisor: 
Andrea Bromberg 
csiusy@csibriarcliff.org 

*Junior Congregation is a Shabbat service led by Morah 
Sheera at which students can learn and practice the parts of 
CSI's Shabbat service, explore Torah stories, and get ready 
for their B’nai Mitzvah.  
 

Mark your calendars with these dates for future Junior Congregation services:  
March 12th &  April 2nd 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

School for 
3rd-7th grades 

2 3 4 5 

6 
School for K-6th grades 

 
7th grade -B’nai Mitzvah 

class with parents 

7 8 
 

School for 
3rd-7th grades 

9 10 11 12 
Junior Congregation* 

 for 3rd-7th grades 
10:45am-12PM 

13 
 

School for K-7th grades 

14 15 
 

School for 
3rd-7th grades 

16 17 18 19 

20 
 

School for K-7th grades 

21 22 
 

School for 
3rd-7th grades 

23 24 25 26 
Chavurah Service for 
families with young 

children 
10:30AM 

27 
 

School for K-7th grades 

28 29 
 

School for 
3rd-7th grades 

30 31   

Please mark your MARCH calendars with the up-to-date information below! 

mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PTA 

ONLINE SHOPPERS— 
YOU WILL BE ASKED TO CHOOSE A SHOPPING CATALOG 
(on the left-hand side of the page) 

CATALOG A 
Items ship to CSI in time for Passover and SHIPPING IS FREE. 
  
CATALOG B 
Items ship to your home and there will be a SHIPPING CHARGE. 

 
PAYMENT BY CHECK— 
Please make your check payable to “CSI RS PTA” 
 
QUESTIONS? 
Email CSIRSPTA@gmail.com 

SUPER SWEET  Don’t miss out on this SUPER SWEET fundraiser 
supporting the CSI Religious School and RS PTA! 

WAYS TO ORDER: 
 

1. Order from a CSI Religious School student 
Browse the catalog, give the student your choices and payment 

OR 
Ask for the student’s seller ID#, enter it at 
https://shop.misschocolate.com/, and start shopping! 
 

Kids collecting orders in person and/or on their online store can earn prizes for their sales!  

 

2. Order through CSI’s online store  HERE  
 

3. Stop by the CSI main office (please call ahead at 914-762-2700!) 
They have catalogs, order forms, and can accept cash or check payments 

SALE ENDS MARCH 4th 

A FEW NOTES: 

mailto:CSIRSPTA@gmail.com
https://www.misschocolate.com/assets/sp-22-passover-revised-brochure-dec-24-21.pdf
https://shop.misschocolate.com/
https://shop.misschocolate.com/SelectCatalog.asp?PID=70158
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The CSI Afghan Refugee Resettlement Committee is fully engaged  
in helping our family settle into our community.   

Our efforts were recently recognized and boosted with a grant of $5,000 from the Westchester 
Jewish Coalition for Immigration and the UJA-Federation.  

This grant brings us closer to our fundraising goals, but there is still much to do.   
We would love for you to join us. 

 
Here’s how you can help: 

 

Furnishings and Housewares Committee:  Many congregants have generously donated beautiful 

furnishings – thank you!   We are still identifying needed items. View our list here.   
Please email Linda Kingsbury to donate or sign up to help.  

Driving Committee Chair and Drivers:  We need a chair to oversee and schedule driving needs for the 

family. We also need drivers.  This might include rides to doctors’ appointments, job interviews or the 
grocery store.  If you are interested, please email resettlement@csibriarcliff.org. 

Community Committee Co-Chair:  Co-chair needed to help orientate family to the community, which 

may include creating a Welcome Book, getting a library card, navigating public transportation and grocery 
stores. If interested email Lauren Thaler. 

Donations:  We are close! Your donations are appreciated!  DONATE HERE   

 
THANK YOU to all the volunteers and congregants who have supported this committee.   

 
We continue to be inspired by your commitment and involvement. If you haven’t yet been involved and 

would like to be, please reach out to Abbe Marcus (845-494-9288), Julie Peskoe (914-772-0396)  
or resettlement@csibriarcliff.org. 

 
 

AFGHAN REFUGEE  

RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xlgVb6vhWjgErY__qVb2NP0di3RSNDLUrc-H5gBJxxA/edit#gid=0
mailto:fieldstreetfour@gmail.com
mailto:resettlement@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:ltbill@optonline.net
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/resettlementDonations
mailto:abbemarcus@gmail.com
mailto:jcpeskoe@gmail.com
mailto:resettlement@csibriarcliff.org


March 2022 Congregation Sons of Israel Page 15 

 

WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO EXPANDING CSI’S  SOCIAL ACTION PROJECTS.  IF YOU HAVE SUGGESTIONS OR 
ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING, PLEASE EMAIL Judy Boehr OR CALL 914-762-1984. 

CARING COMMUNITY 

We are here to make CSI a closer, more caring and supportive community.   
Together we celebrate simchas, console those who are ill or experiencing a loss,  
and help congregants who need a phone call, a ride to a doctor, or a little TLC. 

  
If you or another congregant you know is experiencing a need, please  

contact the CSI office (762-2700) or Judy Boehr (762-1984). 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This year on March 4th and 5th, CSI, in partnership with WJCI and HIAS, is excited to 
participate in Refugee Shabbat.   

 
Refugee Shabbat is a moment for congregations, organizations, and individuals in the 

United States and worldwide to dedicate a Shabbat experience to refugees and asylum 
seekers.  Last year, over 30 synagogues in Westchester observed Refugee Shabbat and the 

results were a huge success.   
 

On Saturday morning, March 5th, we welcome guest speakers  
who will share their personal experiences.   

Please join us. 
 

REFUGEE SHABBAT 

mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
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HELP BY DONATING BLOOD 

 For many years, CSI has held a blood drive twice a year (thanks to Jill Greenstein).  

This, like so many other events, has been suspended because of Covid-19.  The need for 

blood, however, isn’t on hiatus.  We are fortunate to have a convenient, comfortable blood 

bank literally down the road in Elmsford.  My daughter and I gave blood there recently and it 

energized me to reach out to our CSI community to request we continue the Jewish practice 

of saving a life. 

 The blood center is located at 525 Executive Boulevard in Elmsford (across the street 

from Westy Self Storage).  They are open every day except Wednesday (including Sunday).  

Please call 800-933-2566 to make an appointment.  This mitzvah will only take about an hour 

of your time, but it will be a great help to others.  CSI’s group number is 04188 if you’d like 

to continue this tradition.   

  -Judy Boehr   

 

 

 

 

 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS WANTED FOR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Are you interested in substitute teaching in our Religious School? 
Hours are:  Sundays from 9-11am and Tuesdays from 4-6pm.  

Please contact our Religious School Director Wendy Segal here  
or (914) 557-9922. 

 

 

mailto:rsdirector@csibriarcliff.org
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 

Purim begins on Wednesday, March 16th  
and Sisterhood’s Mishloach Manot Fundraiser is well underway! 

 
The CSI Sisterhood is once again making it possible for us to send Mishloach 
Manot (Purim bags) to our friends at CSI.  
 
 Letters were mailed with all the details on how to participate.  
 
 These letters include YOUR special code for online ordering.  
 
 This is Sisterhood's largest fundraiser and it enables Sisterhood to cover 

costs for essential projects at CSI.  
 
 It’s fun, it’s delicious and it’s so easy to participate! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call the office with any questions.  We’re happy to help! (914)762-2700 

ORDER BY March 7th AT 5PM.   
BAGS WILL BE READY FOR PICK UP ON: 

SUNDAY, 3/13 FROM 9 - 11:30am 
WEDNESDAY, 3/16 BEFORE AND AFTER THE 

MEGILLAH READING,  
WHICH STARTS AT 7pm 

PLEASE:  If you got an email 
saying there was a bag  

ordered for you but you 
WILL NOT BE PICKING IT UP,  

kindly let us know.  
Email Robin Ginsberg 

mailto:ROBSAMG@optonline.net
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SISTERHOOD NEWS-continued 

 

 

 

 

A SISTERHOOD MOVIE NIGHT DISCUSSION ON ZOOM 

Sunday, March 13th at 4pm 

Discussion of Winter Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is invited to watch the movie through the Jacob Burns Film Center Virtual Jewish Film 

Festival.  HERE IS THE LINK to purchase tickets and view Winter Journey. Streaming is available 

through March 7th.   

Winter Journey is based on The Inextinguishable Symphony: A True Story of Music and Love in Nazi 
Germany by Martin Goldsmith [which we recently read]. 

American radio host Martin Goldsmith’s musician parents fled Nazi Germany in 1941, just a few 
weeks before Jewish emigration was completely banned. This film brings their beautiful and painful 
love story to life.  Winter Journey is an intimate, riveting exploration of loss, homeland, and 
occupation. 

 

 SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB 

   

Sunday, March 27th at 4pm on Zoom 

  All My Mother's Lovers by Ilana Masad 

 

 

https://burnsfilmcenter.org/series/jewish-film-festival/
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SISTERHOOD NEWS-continued 

President: Robin Ginsberg  * Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter *  
Recording Secretary: Beth Levine * Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin: * Marion Jablansky  

Membership: Annleah Berger * Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 
Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLANNING IS UNDERWAY FOR OUR 
SISTERHOOD SHABBAT 

SATURDAY, MAY 7th 
 

We hope that everyone will join us, either live or via live stream, for what we  
know will be a beautiful and meaningful service.   

 
 Members comfortable attending live are essential to making this event  

a success and are needed to participate at all levels.  
 

Please email Gail Sider let her know if you would  
like a speaking part or a non-speaking part.  

 
If you are seeking a speaking part, please indicate whether you  

are volunteering for English or Hebrew.  
 

And we particularly need you, Torah readers! 
 

 We look forward to the return of this most meaningful Sisterhood experience. 

 

If you are interested in 
learning to play Mah Jongg  

contact Cheryl Katz  
914-945-0826. 

 

mailto:gailsider@gmail.com
mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
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MEN’S CLUB  

PRIDE COMMITTEE - Suzanne Haber, Chairperson 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

Pride Committee meetings are 
held on the second Tuesday of 

each month.   
Our next meeting is:  
Tuesday, March 8th  

at 7:30pm. 
Contact Suzanne Haber for 

 further information. 

Our next book club 
meeting is on Tuesday, 
March 29th, at 7:30pm.   
We will be discussing The 
Daughters of Yalta by 
Catherine Grace Katz.   
 
Join the Men’s Club here.   
 
Or from the CSI 
Homepage, click on Men’s 
Club in the Community tab 
menu.  It's easy!   
 

Please contact Jason 

Eidlitz with any 

questions.    

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Sunday, March 20th at 11:15am:  Teen Workshop with Keshet: LGBTQ+ Belonging and 
Allyship Through a Jewish Lens.  Open to all CSI teens.  You do not need to be in 
Hebrew High School or USY to attend.  Contact Andrea Bromberg for more information. 
 
Saturday, June 11th:  Save the Date for CSI’s Pride Shabbat service. 
More information to follow.   

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net
mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net
mailto:abrom91@gmail.com


March 2022 Congregation Sons of Israel Page 21 

 



Page 22 Congregation Sons of Israel March 2022 

 

JESSE DOLCH:  MARCH 19th 

Hello there, I’m Jesse Dolch! I live with my mother, father, older brother, cat, and dog 
in the town of Chappaqua.  I’m pleased to announce that my B’nai Mitzvah is coming up 
soon, on March 19, 2022. At the moment, I attend Seven Bridges Middle School.  It’s been a 
so-so time for me, but what can really be expected from school? At school, I’m one of the 
founding members of the Diversity Club. Even though it was not my idea, I was the first 
member. For the past year or so I’ve been doing Cross-Fit and rock climbing, and every year I 
do at least one play. All of this has helped me with my mental and physical well-being as well 
as allowing me to learn and practice what I love while making friends. Though the school 
part of middle school isn’t always fun, I’ve grown a lot from the whole experience so far, 
learning how to be a better person. 

My mitzvah project was originally going to be feeding the homeless in a soup kitchen, 
but I was too young to do it. Now, I’m helping to resettle the refugee family who is arriving 
from Afghanistan.  I am helping them find educational books and toys for their children who 
are 2 years old and a newborn. I was always planning on helping people, hopefully face to 
face when doing so.  It’s a special feeling when you can see people’s reactions directly from 
your assistance and I hope I’ll be helpful. 

Other than the working out and plays, I also love to animate and draw, not to mention 
write stories. In fact, a friend of mine and I are working together to make either an 
animation or comic book from of one of my stories. I must admit that it isn’t always easy 
going to Hebrew School, but as I have come of age, I now understand how my teachers, as 
well as my parents, have guided me in becoming a young Jewish adult. I can’t wait for my 
B’nai Mitzvah. 

I would Like to thank Sheera, Cantor Shiovitz, Rabbi Kane, and all my other Hebrew 
school teachers, my mom, my dad, and my brother for helping me to make it to this day.  I 
look forward to my B’nai Mitzvah! 

 

OUR MARCH B’NAI MITZVAH 
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

Date     Celebrant                    Age 

  2         Jordy Elyachar 5 

  2 Jacob Janowitz  12 

  7 Jesse Dolch   13 

  9         Harper Harlow 1 

12 Jonah Kornberg  8 

18 Sasha Lopez-Ross  13 

Mazal Tov to:  Arthur Krakowski and Mary Refling on the aufruf and wedding of Arthur’s child, 
Hudson Krakowski, and Layla Klinger.   
 
Mazal Tov to:  Shane and Peter Dolch on the B’nai Mitzvah of Jesse. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Merle Pine and Elliot Fuhr on the engagement of their daughter, Nicole,  
to Jacob Marcus.   
 
Mazal Tov to:  Debra Young on the birth of her grandson, Lev Coren Rosenberg.   
 
Mazal Tov to:  Karie and Jeff Miller on the birth of their granddaughter, Melanie Jade D’Aquila. 
************************************************************************************************
Condolences to:  Richard and Sheera Zuckerman on the loss of Richard’s step-father,  
Dr. Jerome Horowitz.   

DATE      CELEBRANTS            YEARS  

  1 Paul & Janine Gherson   54 

  3 Jay & Gayle Waxenberg    37 

  5 Douglas & Rebecca Schiz       5 

  5 Mark & Rika Reisman    28 

  6 Daniel & Nancy Cohen    28 

10 Ira & Ellen Eisenstein    38 

13 Andrew Rotter &  Rhona Golubock  23 

16 Steve Saper & Shelley Glick    42 

19 Michael  & Susan Thrope    24 

25 Gil & Sharon Balog     50 

26 Stephen & Sharon Alpert    39 

31 Dan & Marian Levine    32 
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DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS  

DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 

In honor of the engagement of Nicole Fuhr to Jacob Marcus 
In honor of the aufruf and wedding of Hudson Krakowski and Layla Klinger 
In honor of the birth of Lev Coren Rosenberg 
In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Jesse Dolch 
In memory of Dr. Jerome Horowitz 
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DONATIONS - continued 

Benji & Arthur Baer 
Barbara & Norman Block 
Judy Boehr 
Susan & Howard Code 
Helene Cinque-Dzbanek & Allen Dzbanek 
Bonnie & Steven Fenster 
Resa Mestel & Alan Fox 
Lois Gimpel Shaukat 
Francine & Robert Goldstein 
Stanley Goldstein 
Jill & Joel Greenstein 
Judy & Rabbi Steven Kane 
Elizabeth & Lawrence Karp 
Linda & Brian Kingsbury 
Margery & Mike Kirsch 
Sonia & Paul Kleinman [In memory of Michael Frey] 
Elizabeth & Alan Legatt 
Jill & Jonathan Lerner 
Karen & Bernard Lipsy 
Abbe & Deane Marcus 
Marilyn & Bob Margolies 

Elizabeth & David Metzger 
Laura & Robert Mogil 
Sadie & Ahsan Nabi 
Phyllis & Calvin Neider 
Lauren Thaler & William Null 
Debra Kittay-Parker & Joshua Parker 
Julie & Andrew Peskoe 
Patricia & Bill Robbins 
Clare Rosen 
Nechama Ross 
Beth & Marc Roth 
Susan & Kenneth Sankin [In memory of Arnold Sankin] 
Emily Sack & Bob Schloss 
Lois & Fred Schulman 
Wendy & Richard Segal 
Gail Sider 
Bette & Gary Slutsky 
Joanne & Alan Suna 
Dorit & Christopher Walsh 
Donna & Barry Yellen 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE SUPPORTED THE AFGHAN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT FUND 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

