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Congregation Sons of Israel 
    THE MYERS FAMILY CAMPUS    

CONTINUING THE VISION — BUILDING OUR FUTURE 

MARCH 2023 

8 Adar -  9 Nisan 5783 

 

Mishloach Manot Order deadline: 

Wednesday, 3/1, at 8pm (Page 20) 

 
 
Pick up:  
Sunday, 3/5, from 10am – 1pm 

Monday, 3/6, before and after the 
7pm Megillah reading  

 

Funds Collection  
for Passover (Page 7) 

Friday, 3/17 and Saturday, 3/18 
CSI Scholar in Residence: Michael Koplow  

“Israel, America and the Jewish Community:   
What Lies Ahead?” (Page 2) 

Purim Carnival: Sunday, 3/5, at 11am 

 REGISTER HERE 
 

Megillah Reading: Monday, 3/6, at 7pm 

Order your Passover Candy  
in support of the Religious School PTA (Page 14) 

Chavurah Family Service: Saturday, 3/11, at 10:30am (Page 9) 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/purim-carnival-2023
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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Interim Religious School 
Director:  Orit Daly 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Mark J. Rosenberg, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Shane Dolch,  VP 
Suzanne Haber,  VP 
Deborah Hertz,  VP 
Henrik Sukonnik,  VP 
Jack Zinn, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Clare Rosen, IPP 

CHESS AT CSI CONTINUES ON:   
3/13, 20, 27 and 4/3.   

At 5pm for kids 
At 6:45pm for adults 
KIDS REGISTER HERE.  

 ADULTS REGISTER HERE 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE   
March 17th & 18th 

 
We welcome Michael Koplow 

 
Chief Policy Officer of  

Israel Policy Forum 
 

 
“Israel, America and the Jewish Community:   

What Lies Ahead?” 
 

Dr. Koplow is the chief policy officer of Israel Policy Forum, and 
also serves as a senior research fellow of the Kogod Research 

Center at the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America. Before 
coming to Israel Policy Forum, he was the founding program 

director of the Israel Institute. He holds a Ph.D. in Government 
from Georgetown University, where he specialized in political 
development and ideology, and the politics of Middle Eastern 

states. He writes Israel Policy Forum’s weekly Koplow Column and 
edits Israel Policy Exchange, which is a leading source for 

commentary and analysis on Israel and American Jewry, and his 
work regularly appears in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, the 

Atlantic, and the Forward, among other publications. In addition to 
his Ph.D., he holds a B.A. from Brandeis University, a J.D. from 

New York University, and an A.M. in Middle Eastern Studies from 
Harvard University. 

 

REGISTER HERE 
 
 

This event is sponsored by the Rabbi’s Circle. 

PLEASE NOTE:  We have just added over two dozen security 
cameras to our facility and grounds.   With few exceptions 

(like rest rooms…) you can assume you are on camera  

while on the premises.   All activity is recorded.   

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/chess_winter2023
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/chess-for-adults.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/SIR_20230317
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FROM THE RABBI 

Steven C. Kane 

One of the highlights of being a rabbi is 
taking families on trips to Israel. Since I 
came to CSI in 1993, I have undertaken 8 
trips with different groups. Most have 
been family trips to learn about our 
heritage and to visit some of the many 
fascinating places throughout Israel. 
There have been B'nai Mitzvah 
ceremonies on Masada and in Jerusalem. 
We have participated in real 
archaeological digs, taken camel trips 
into the desert and helped pack food for 
people in need. Two of the trips were 
missions, one coming in 2001 during the 
second intifada and the other in 2006 after 
the second Lebanon war, when we raised 
$100,000 which was distributed to four 
different groups, one being the Western 
Galilee Hospital where a plaque still 
hangs, thanking Congregation Sons of 
Israel, Briarcliff Manor NY for its 
generosity. 
 
On a personal level, I have lost track of 
how many times I have been to Israel. My 
time at the Shalom Hartman Institute 
brought me to Israel at least 10 times. I 
was there for my sister in law's wedding 
and the B'nai Mitzvah of her four boys. I 
visited Arielle during her college semester 
abroad and Tamar when she was in the 
army, and I had the incredible joy of at 
officiating at her and Daniel's wedding by 
the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. On 
top of all that, I went on a summer trip 
during High School and spent two 
academic years studying in Jerusalem. 
 
It is obvious how important Israel has 
been in both my personal and 
professional life. I firmly believe that our 
identity as Jews in the 21st century is 
very much tied to our relationship with 
Israel. Yet I have seen changes to how 
Americans and in particular American 

Jews relate to Israel.  
 
 
Unfortunately, support of Israel has 
become less bi-partisan. Jewish 
millennials, children of baby boomers 
(whose support for Israel seemed 
unquestioned), are often quite troubled by 
Israeli policies and actions towards 
Palestinians. Israel's new government 
contains ministers who many of us find 
very problematic and is attempting to 
pass judicial reform that is quite 
troubling. That is why I thought this was 
truly necessary this year to have our 
Scholar in Residence be someone 
teaching on the topic of Israel.   
 
We are very fortunate to once again to 
host an outstanding Scholar in 
Residence, Dr. Michael Koplow, Chief 
Policy Officer of the Israel Policy Forum, 
an organization that looks to shape the 
discourse and mobilize support for a 
viable two-state solution in Israel. The 
overall theme of his three talks is "Israel, 
America and the Jewish Community: 
What Lies Ahead." Over the course of our 
Scholar in Residence Shabbat, Dr. 
Koplow will give three talks and there will 
be time for questions and answers. 
Hopefully your, and my, questions will be 
addressed. We live in troubled times and 
learning from scholars such as Dr. 
Koplow helps to sort things out and 

address difficult 
questions. I look 
forward to listening 
to him and seeing 
many of you during 
the Shabbat of 

March 17/18. 

 
L'hitraot, 
 

Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org               

mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

The Megillah of Esther is undoubtedly the 
most interesting and diversified of all the 
books of the Bible from the standpoint of 
music. In ancient times, the Megillah was 
read in fast “parlando” style with the musical 
interpretation. The Oriental Jews still read 
the Megillah in this fashion. Among Western 
Jews, however, there has evolved a more 
elaborate chant.  Within this mode, various 
characteristic musical phrases or themes are 
repeated and arranged in a number of 
different combinations. The result is a 
colorful tapestry of the Megillah reading. 
     The Megillah receives added luster and 
interest in that throughout the reading there 
are interwoven other modes and scales, in 
addition to actual popular song snatches, 
which highlight certain dramatic incidents 
and moods of the Megillah narrative. Thus, 
for example, the opening blessing for the 
reading is chanted in a style suggesting 
trumpets announcing the reading of a royal 
proclamation. It is also the melody we use 
for introducing the shofar on Rosh Hashanah. 
This expectant feeling is heard again (during 
the course of the reading) when we read of 
Mordecai’s optimistic expression that “help 

will surely come.” 
     Heard often throughout the reading is the 
“Lamentation Theme.”  This theme, which is 
expressive of tragic and sad events, is the 
traditional chant for the Book of 
Lamentations, or Eicha, which describes in 
moving passages the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple. Whenever a 
passage suggests tragedy or grief, this 
Lamentations theme is used. The music thus 
reflects often-rapid changes of mood during 
the reading. There are as many as three 
“mood” changes in one verse! 
     An awareness of the musical elements of 
the  Megillah certainly adds to the 
appreciation of the ancient-modern story of 
Israel’s triumph over its enemies. 
     Please come out and hear the reading of 
the Megillah on Monday evening March 6th 
at 7pm. Costume is optional….but fun! I hope 
to see you there. 

Save the date for our Yom Ha’atzmaut Concert 
Sunday, April 23rd, at 4pm   
Featuring Cantor Shiovitz, 

 Amichai Margolis & Brian Gelfand!   
Look for the registration link soon! 

 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
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FROM THE SYNAGOGUE DIRECTOR 
Ellen Green Johnson 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Kiddush lunch is a longstanding part of CSI’s culture.  After shabbat morning services, 
blessings are recited and then everyone is invited to share what is served.  
 
This is a reminder that there are practices and protocols in place which are in  
keeping with ritual obligations as well as the comfort and safety of each attendee.   
 

 

 

• So let’s begin with the most awkward thing to say: Do not help yourself to food before  
      blessings are recited.     
 

• Followed closely by: Use utensils at all times.  You may think it’s fine to pinch a piece of fruit from the 
platter, but it isn’t.  It simply isn’t.  Uh uh. Nope.  

 
• Shabbat kiddush food is prepared and served based on our best estimate of attendees.  There are no 

RSVP’s for Shabbat.  Some weeks there are leftovers, some weeks we run out of something.   As the 
plaque on my kitchen windowsill says: IT IS WHAT IT IS.   

 
• While we think of ourselves as a family, we are not able to prepare everyone’s favorite dish just the 

way they like it.  That said, if you have a favorite dairy or pareve dish and would like to have it served 
at kiddush, talk to me. I’m happy to have members shop and prepare food here.   

 

• Be kind. Be patient. Bear in mind that we are not a food service establishment, we are a shul which 
serves food.   

 

Shabbat kiddush is a time to be together, to welcome strangers into our community and share a modest 

meal.    

Best,  

CSI’S ANNUAL EVENT IS ON SUNDAY, MAY 21ST  

FROM 4PM - 7PM. WE WILL HONOR THE ENTIRE CSI  

RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE, CO-CHAIRED BY  

ABBE MARCUS & JULIE PESKOE. 

 

THIS WILL BE AN ON-SITE EVENT WITH MUSIC,  
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CSI invites you to be 
a Greeter during Services 

 

CSI needs volunteer Greeters in the lobby  
at all morning services to let people into the building 

and welcome them to CSI.  
 

For each service, there are two sets of Greeters: 
9:00am-10:30am and 10:30am-12pm. 

 
  
 

Questions? Email us here.   
Thanks for your support!  
CSI Greeters Coordinators 

mailto:greeters@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45A8A723A2FDCF8-csigreeters1
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As we have for the past three years, we will be collecting money rather than Passover food 
for Project Ezra, a wonderful organization that services elderly Jews on the Lower 
East Side.  Any amount is welcome - chai ($18) or double chai (or more!) is always 
appreciated.  The cost of the box of food we donated in the past is approximately 
$65.   Project Ezra will deliver small packages with Passover essentials to their clients.   These 
seniors will also receive a direct relief check they can use for Passover shopping.   The checks 
will be distributed beginning the last week in March.  As you begin to think about your own 
Seders, please help with this mitzvah and be as generous as you can to help others celebrate 
Passover. 
 
To donate through CSI:  Go to the CSI website (www.csibriarcliff.org) 
and click on “Support Project Ezra” next to the Seder plate.  This will take you to the page 
where you can make your donation.  We will forward the funds directly to Project Ezra in 
time for their Passover distribution.   
 
To donate directly to Project Ezra:  Go to their website (www.projectezra.org) and click on 
DONATE.  (Where it says “tribute text” if you note that this is from Congregation Sons of 
Israel in Briarcliff, NY, Ezra will keep track of our donations – similar to the memo line on a 
check.)  You can pay by credit card or send a check to:  Project Ezra, 387 Grand Street 
(Ground Floor), New York, NY 10002  (Please write “Congregation Sons of Israel Briarcliff” on 
the memo line.) 
 
Donations may be made through March 24th. 
 
Thank you for supporting this drive.  Wishing you all a joyful and meaningful Passover. 
  
 
-Judy Boehr 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
http://www.projectezra.org
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REGISTER HERE 

FOR OUR ENTIRE CSI COMMUNITY 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/purim-carnival-2023
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This service is family-friendly, interactive, 

and suitable for people of all ages! 

FOR OUR ENTIRE CSI COMMUNITY 

Saturday, March 11th 
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We have a lot of fun planned for the month of 
March at CSI Nursery School! The first week will 
be filled with excitement of coming back to 
school after a week away. At this point in the 
year, most of the children settle back in to their 
routines very quickly and are happy to be back 
with their friends and teachers. Soon after we 
return to school, we will celebrate Purim! Parent 
volunteers will join us to help run the booths of our 
mini carnival. We will also hear a part of the 
megillah and enjoy a Purim spiel acted out by 
our nursery school parents!  
 
In the middle of March, we are sprinkling in some 
added fun. A local pediatric dentist will visit our 
school to teach the children about dental 
hygiene. We will also be celebrating “Pi Day” by 

making our own pizzas for snack! Toward the 
end of the month, our classes will be learning 
about Passover. We will be inviting all of the 
parents in to help us celebrate Passover by 
retelling the story, singing songs, and eating 
Passover foods. We hope that by the end of this 
month, we will be fully into spring and able to 
spend even more time outdoors.   

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

Naomi Elyachar 

Nursery School Director 

Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

   

 5 CSI Purim Carnival 11:00AM (see page 8) 

 7 Nursery School Purim celebration 

 11 Chavurah Family Service 10:30AM (see page 9) 

 15 NO SCHOOL for students Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 31 Passover celebration—families welcome! 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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             FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

February was for get-togethers!  

Thank you to Tree Room class parent, Bari 
Strohmenger, for organizing a fun night out for Trivia 
night at Soul Brewing in Pleasantville.  The team 
really worked together to pull out some epic wins, 
but ultimately fell to some far superior groups; 
nothing weekly practice can’t improve .  The Tree 
Room hopes to try our luck again soon, and all will 
are welcome to join! 

Thank you to Rachel Kozupsky for hosting the Acorn 
and Sprout Rooms' moms for Sushi and Sake.  It was 
a real joy having both classes come together -- Get a 
group of moms together who welcomed a baby in 
2020, and there is A LOT to talk about!  

In April, Rachel Lemonik will be hosting a spring 
gathering for the Parents Association Members.  We 
would love anyone who may have been interested in 
the PA this year to join, and meet all the wonderful 
members who do so many great things for our 
community.  We are also excited to welcome any 
new parents whose children are signed up for 
nursery school for the 23/24 school year.  We would 
love to meet you!  Details to follow. 

And as always, if you are interested in becoming a PA 
member, please reach out to csinspa@gmail.com. 

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
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Join us at CSI Nursery School 
as we welcome 

Rose from Musical Round-Up! 
 

10:45-11:45am 
Friday, March 24th 

Friday, May 5th 
 

This program is FREE and open to all! 
Advance registration HERE is appreciated. 

 

 

 

The spring session of  

 

 

 

 

will begin March 16th 

Please contact Naomi with any questions! 

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN UNDER 2 

CSI SUMMER CAMP 

Click here for more information and enrollment 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/music--fun-for-little-ones-at-csi.html
mailto:naomi.eylachar@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/csi_summer_camp


March 2023 Congregation Sons of Israel Page 13 

 

             FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Orit Daly 

Orit Daly 
Religious School Director 

Our very mild, strange winter is coming to a close.  
As we celebrated Tu B’shvat this year we took time 
to enjoy the natural world with the 7 species and a 
Tu B’shvat seder in our classrooms and with the 
community.  I have included some pictures of our in- 
school celebration. Our children are very attuned to 
their natural world and they are encouraged to be 
an active part of that world.  Whether it is to plant 
seeds, take a hike on the beautiful trails all over 
Westchester County or just sit and look at the trees 
we should all take a moment to savor the world 
around us. 
 
Looking forward we are very excited to bring back 
the Purim Carnival after a two year Covid hiatus.  
We will have food, cooked by Men’s club volunteers, 
games for kids of all ages, a bouncy castle, sand art 

and a caricaturist, and, of course, cotton candy.  Our 
teens will be on hand to man the booths and spread 
SIMCHA (happiness) to all.   HUGE thanks to Andrea 
Bromberg, our USY Director, for taking the lead on 
this event with help from Ellen Johnson, Naomi 
Elyachar, Rabbi Kane and the Men’s Club for putting 
together this special event. 
 
Special thank you to Janice Rappaport who always 
makes sure that the school is running like a well-
oiled machine. 

March 2023  

4th Saturday Junior Congregation for 3rd-7th grades 

5th Sunday Purim Carnival 11AM (see page 8) 

11th Saturday Chavurah Family Service 10:30 AM (see page 9) 
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MORE FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Junior Congregation 
 

Shabbat 

10:45am - 12:00pm 
 

March 4 

April 15 
Junior Congregation, led by Morah Sheera Zuckerman, is a Shabbat service designed 

to teach our 3rd (Gimel) through 7th (Zayin) grade Religious School students the 

structure of the Shabbat morning service and prayers in preparation for becoming 

b’nai mitzvah. 3rd-7th grade students must attend THREE of these services during 

this school year.  

                

                                                         

https://shop.misschocolate.com/
mailto:Janice@csibriarcliff.org
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USY - ANDREA BROMBERG, ADVISOR 

Teens Needed 

Mark your calendars now!  
Join us for Purim 2023! 

We need your help!  

SIGN UP HERE 

Saturday, March 4th 
7-9PM 

Set up & dinner 

Sunday, March 5th 
11:00AM-12:30PM 
Run carnival booths 

Lunch will be provided 

 

More Opportunities for Teens  

Interested in USY Summer Travel? June, July, and August 2023 
Trips to US, Canada, Israel, Europe, and the  
Dominican Republic 
https://www.usy.org/summer-travel 
 
Find more info and register today for Canada Con '23  
in Vancouver, BC.  

mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4lYgda9qH1LMeVasntmjxHLSsiKfQ81pTTReGEHsztMb9qw/viewform
https://www.usy.org/summer-travel
https://www.usy.org/cancon23
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USY - continued 
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Stay very quiet.  It’s the middle of February as I am writing this article and the CSI farm is sleeping.  Or is it?  
Actually, some of our crops seem to have had enough rest and are beginning to wake up.  Undoubtedly, this 
has something to do with the warm temperatures that we’ve been experiencing.  Some also has to do with 
the longer hours of daylight since December’s winter solstice. 
 
The farm has been carefully put to bed for the winter.  Tomato stakes by the score have been bundled and 
are all ready for use in the late spring. The beds are raised high enough to support a new spring crop.  There 
is not a weed to be seen—quite remarkable in an organic garden.  Everything that is beginning to grow is in 
the very early stages of development, almost seeming to be prepared for additional cold weather and even 
lots of snow (Do you remember when it used to snow?). 
 
The fruit trees, especially the apples, have the beginnings of tiny buds.  Chive plants have already broken 
through the soil, as have garlic plants.  One of the earliest crops will be the horseradish, and there are a 
couple of leaves already peeking out.  The horseradish will be ready for Passover and will probably be our 
first harvested vegetable.  What a wonderful way to begin another year on our very special farm.  
 
The chickens are not sleeping.  They are eating, chatting with their friends, laying a smaller number of eggs 
and using their abundance of feathers to stay warm.  They look so pretty. 
 
Of course, there is always something happening in the CSI winery.  The vines were pruned some time ago 
and before long, there will be buds and even small flowers signifying another year of growth and 
development.  Meanwhile, a group of CSI vintners (we always welcome new volunteers) has been working 
on last fall’s grapes.  In late February, they got together, under Aaron Stern’s tutelage, to “rack” the wine 
(getting rid of the sediment).  See page 19 for the plans for the wine! 
 
It's time for you to be thinking of how you can be involved with our wonderful farm.  Would you like to rent 
your own bed and grow your family’s vegetables?  Help with the planting and harvesting on the main farm?  
Help to sell our vegetables at CSI?  Volunteer to deliver crops to other locations? 
 
Volunteers, please contact Ryna Lustig  
Growing your own vegetables, contact Jill Greenstein   
Assisting with the wine, reach out to Aaron Stern    
 
Mike Kirsch 

mailto:rynalustig@gmail.com
mailto:jillgreenstein9@gmail.com
mailto:sternab@aol.com
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TOMATO STAKES  & TINY HORSERADISH LEAF 

CHIVE & GARLIC 



March 2023 Congregation Sons of Israel Page 19 

 

Say good bye to Manischewitz and Hello to CSI Wine!! 
 
Just in time for Passover, CSI has bottled wine made 
from the Petite Sirah grape.  A tasting by members of 
the Farm/Wine committee unanimously declared it a 
success!!   These wines are available for purchase 
starting April 3 at $36/bottle.  Think of how delighted 
your Seder guests will be drinking the 4 cups from our 
own CSI wine!!  It adds so much to the festive meal, as 
well as supporting CSI in our fund raising efforts.   
 
And there is more!  Our intrepid group of wine tasters 
then considered what to do with last year’s wine, which 
was not as full bodied as we would have liked.  Eureka!!  
Aaron Stern, our vintner par excellence has developed 
two recipes for use with these older bottles of wine.  Again, both recipes were tested 
and found to be delicious.  The older wine is available for $5/bottle and comes with the 
2 recipes – Sangria and Sorbet. 
 
And finally, we are also converting some of the older wine to wine vinegar, also 
available. 
 
Stay tuned for more information!! 
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SISTERHOOD  

 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Mishloach Manot Purim program this 

year.  Our success with this essential fundraiser is because of your participation!   
 
You can pick up your bag at the Purim Carnival, 3/5, 
from 11am - 12:30pm. Or stop in before or after the 
7pm Megillah reading on Monday, 3/6.   
 
Matanah, the Sisterhood Gift Shop will be open 
during the Purim carnival on 3/5.  Remember, Passover 
is coming...stop in! 
 
Sisterhood Shabbat is May 6th! 
Please contact Gail Sider if you would like to 
participate! 
 

 
Mah Jongg: Monday nights at CSI at 7:30pm. Contact Cheryl Katz for more 
information. 
 
 
 
Sisterhood Membership: 
Sisterhood offers complimentary membership for one year to new CSI members and 
to any CSI members or school families who have not previously joined Sisterhood.   
 
Please mail your check for $36 ($54 for non-CSI members) to Annleah Berger, 10 
Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510.  Please include your name, address, 
phone number and e-mail. If you would prefer to pay by credit card, contact Robin 
Ginsberg and an invoice will be sent. (There is an additional charge to cover the 
credit card service fees.) Just contact Robin to sign up! 

President: Robin Ginsberg  Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter  
Recording Secretary: Beth Levine  Corresponding Secretary: Marion Jablansky  

Membership: Annleah Berger  Ritual & Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 
Gift Shop: Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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SISTERHOOD - continued 

 

 

 

 

 

CSI SISTERHOOD’S MISHLOACH MANOT  
 FUNDRAISER IS HERE!!! 

 

YOU CAN ORDER UNTIL 8PM ON 3/1. 
 

Mishloach Manot are gift bags of food and fun things that are sent to 
family and friends on Purim.  Participation is fun and easy! Sending 

Mishloach Manot is a mitzvah!  Sisterhood is once again offering all CSI 

families the opportunity to send Mishloach Manot to everyone in the CSI 

community. 

 

Please go directly to the link on the CSI website and place your order 

through Shulcloud. Don't forget to choose the reciprocal option so you 

automatically send to anyone who sends to you. 
 

SIGN UP HERE. 
 

For those that have never used Shulcloud, you will be asked to set your 

password.  If you have questions or are having difficulty completing your 

order online, please e-mail our team here.   

 

If you have questions regarding Shulcloud, 

please contact Jennifer in the CSI office. 

 

 

 

CSI Sisterhood fundraisers are an essential part of our  
Community.  Sisterhood-raised funds have paid for major  
upgrades and renovations in our building over the years.   

YOUR support makes it happen! 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/campaign/sisterhood-mishloach-manot-5783.html
mailto:mishloachmanot@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org
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Did you know CSI has a 2nd Generation Holocaust Group that (generally) 
meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month?  
 
We started about 6 years ago and have met to share stories, hear from 
guests, watch films, read selected materials and support one another.  
 
The members of the group have seen a Holocaust Survivor Cookbook 2007 
with stories and recipes collected from around the world and have decided to 
do a CSI 2nd Generation Cookbook 2023.  We now have a collection of stories 
and recipes from 15 members of CSI. We are ready to bring this project to  
fruition.   
 
As the number of living witnesses, Survivors, dwindles it is important to pass 
on their stories of the Holocaust and to contribute to Jewish culture through 
food.  We want to commemorate all the brave Survivors related to CSI, who 
had little or no food for long periods of time and yet managed to survive.  
 
If you are a child or grandchild of a Survivor, and want to participate and 
share your family story, or you know of a CSI member who has a story to tell, 
please contact Cheryl Katz at 914-945-0826 or cabkatz@hotmail.com this 
month so that we can go to press in April.    

SECOND GENERATION  

SURVIVORS AT CSI 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
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MEN’S CLUB  

Join the Men’s Club here. 

Questions/Ideas:  Email us here.   

 

Men's Club invites all who wish to run or 

those who wish to nominate someone for 

next year's slate of officers, to submit 

names now! 

Men’s club totes  
$10 Each! 

ORDER HERE 

COMING EVENTS: 

 

 

In March we will be assisting with the Purim Carnival.   

 

In April, we will be distributing Yellow Yahrzeit candles to 

commemorate Yom HaShoah. 

 

We are planning an eagle-watching event in Croton on the 

Hudson River.   

 

Our Torah on Tap series with Rabbi Kane will continue soon with new topics and at a 

venue with warm, indoor seating.  We thank our members for their support of this 

program.  You may submit topic suggestions to the Men’s Club email.  

 

After our successful Nature Walk, we will be planning further walks.   

 

We look forward to meeting new members this year in our Sanctuary and Social Hall, and 

at outdoor venues.  

Book Club: 

Tuesday, March 7th at 7:30pm 

In the Small Chapel at CSI 

We will be discussing  

Code Name Blue Wren  

by Jim Popkin 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:mensclub@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
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CARING COMMUNITY 

The Caring Community and the Nursery School are  
partnering for a new project. 

 
Volunteers from the community will read a story to a nursery school 
class.  Seniors and members of all ages are welcome!   Books will be provided.   
 
This is a fun project for all of the participants, and we hope you will join us.   
 
If you are interested in reading with our young friends, contact Judy Boehr.  

 
Our next Caring Community meeting is  
Wednesday, March 22nd, at 7:30pm on Zoom.  

 

PRIDE COMMITTEE 

Our next meeting is  
Tuesday, 3/14 at 7:30pm.  

 

For more information or to join our committee,  
contact Suzanne Haber.  

mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
mailto:shab2@optonline.net
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On February 5, 2023 we held a successful Tu B’Shevat Seder, sponsored by the CSI Social 
Committee and the CSI Green Team. We were led by our inspirational clergy, Rabbi 
Steven Kane and Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz. We were blessed to have over 60 people in 
attendance. Sonia Kleinman led us in an inspirational meditation where we 
contemplated trees,  the heart of Tu B’Shevat.  
 
Thanks to the Green Team, we held an environmentally friendly event. We even used our 
regular dishes, silverware and wine glasses rather than disposables, whenever possible. 
We also enjoyed vegan foods that were appropriate for the occasion, including a 
delicious Minestrone soup as well and a Barley & Mushroom dish from Seasons of 
Scarsdale. We made sure to include the Seven Species of Israel that were mentioned in 
the Torah: wheat, barley, grapes, figs pomegranates, olives and dates. Additionally, we 
also feasted on carob, strawberries, dried apricots and fresh and dried figs, apples, 
clementines and nuts as well as hearty breads and rolls from Rockland Bakery. Ryna 
Lustig was able to put together kits of sunflower seeds with peat pellets and directions 
for us to plant later in the spring and then transfer to our beautiful CSI Organic Farm. 
 
As always, it is impossible to hold such an event without the able assistance of many 
volunteers before, during and after the Seder. I would especially like to recognize 
Barbara Block, Suzanne & Neal Haber, Samantha Hawson, Sonia Kleinman, Susan 
Levitsky, Ryna Lustig, Bob Margolies, Roslynne Reichgott, Emily Sack, Marion Sader, 
Larisa Wayne-Paulmeno and Charles & Leah Zweibach. Needless to say, the event itself 
could not have happened without the planning and superhuman assistance of Rosa and 
her daughter, Fernanda.  
 
Finally, I would be remiss not to recognize our sponsors, who generously donated to our 
event: 
 
Tree Hugger: Susan Levitsky 
 
Protectors of Earth: Barbara & Norman Block, Suzanne & Neal Haber,  
Elizabeth & Alan Legatt and Debra Young 
 
Friends of Carob: Helen Chuckrow & Richard Langeloh,  
Emily Sack & Robert Schloss and Marion & Raymond Sader 
 

 - Debra Young 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  
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RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE  

Our synagogue’s efforts to settle refugees  
from Afghanistan and Ukraine have been 
rewarding. The committee is still busy on a 
day-to-day basis with tasks to support both 
families.  CSI members act as drivers, ESL 
tutors, cultural guides, employment 
counselors, and provide financial resources. 
These two families’ lives have been changed 
because of our efforts. 
 
The K family celebrated one year of living in 
Briarcliff last month.  To make the next steps 
to independence, they could benefit from the 
donation of a car.  If you know of anyone who 
has a car to donate to the K family (through 
CWS, a 501c), please let us know. 
 
While CSI’s  efforts to help with the refugee 
crisis are important and meaningful, we are 
aware of the tremendous need that continues 
to exist.  According to the Migration Policy 
Institute there are approximately 26.3 million 
people with designated refugee status in the 
world.  There are many ways that you can get 
involved and make a difference to help 
refugees.  Please consider learning more about 
HIAS, CWS and WJCI and advocating to your 
elected officials.  
 
HIAS – Originally the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Society was founded more than 100 years ago 
to aid Jews fleeing persecution and poverty in 
Eastern Europe.  Reflecting Jewish values and 
history, HIAS provides services to refugees and 
asylum seekers around the world and 
advocates for their rights so they can rebuild 
their lives.  HIAS is one of the two agencies 
that trained the CSI Resettlement Committee 
volunteers and continues to support our work. 
On the HIAS website you can find additional 
ways to get involved in supporting and 
advocating for the rights of refugees.   
 

Join HIAS communities across the country for 
our Welcome to Congress campaign and 
Spring Advocacy Week. These are 
opportunities to work with HIAS’ Grassroots 
Organizing and Advocacy team to urge your 
Senators and Representatives to welcome 
refugees, asylum seekers, parolees, and those 
seeking a safe place to call home. 
 
CWS – Originally called Church World Service 
but now known as CWS.  CWS is the other 
resettlement agency that provided training 
and ongoing support for our committee.  CWS 
estimates that they have now resettled 
approximately 860,000 refugees since their 
founding more than 75 years ago.  You can sign 
up for “Action Alerts” on the CWS website to 
be notified when there is an opportunity for 
refugee advocacy work. 
 
WJCI – Westchester Jewish Coalition for 
Immigration is a non-partisan organization 
that convenes both the Jewish and interfaith 
communities to provide experiences and 
opportunities to make the United States a 
place where refugees, asylum seekers, and 
other immigrants can live safely with dignity 
by: 
 
- Bringing people together in an atmosphere of 
mutual encouragement to effect change 
through community-wide projects. 
- Standing up for human rights and social 
justice around the significant issues facing 
immigrants today, including citizenship, food 
insecurity, health care, housing, and 
employment. 
 
To volunteer with WJCI, please contact 
Marilyn@wjci.org. 
 
continued... 

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/refugees-and-asylees-united-states?gclid=Cj0KCQiAxbefBhDfARIsAL4XLRr4OuDr6PGfdxdCIIOxDKZlQ9kBLIDpyemwJQn2_N5067v40zaD96QaAkOVEALw_wcB
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/refugees-and-asylees-united-states?gclid=Cj0KCQiAxbefBhDfARIsAL4XLRr4OuDr6PGfdxdCIIOxDKZlQ9kBLIDpyemwJQn2_N5067v40zaD96QaAkOVEALw_wcB
https://hias.org/
https://hias.org/what/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAxbefBhDfARIsAL4XLRp5N4Q2m01UBh41ip-S-iEB2U8gy8SbNLrFJOm9Ajy2JzZT_HY3WtgaAlc9EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://hias.org/sign-your-congregation-welcome-118th-congress/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/take-action/action-alerts/
https://www.wjci.org/
mailto:marilyn@wjci.org
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Advocate to your Elected Officials – The 
United States can and must welcome refugees 
and asylum seekers in a fair and 
compassionate way. Send a message to the 
Biden administration and/or your Member of 
Congress using the links on this page.  
 
Donate Goods – You can donate old 
technology (PCs, printers, tablets or PDAs, 
mice, sound and video cards, etc.) through PCs 
for Refugees. Donate new or gently used baby 
carriers to refugees through Carry the Future.  
 
Explore, Listen and Discuss. Continue to learn 
more facts about refugees and asylum seekers.  
Listen to stories of immigration, explore your 
family’s immigration story and share it with 
others.  

The success of our committee reflects the 
strength of our synagogue and the support we 
have received from resettlement agencies like 
HIAS, CWS and WJCI.  Please consider finding 
a way to learn and do more.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Julie Peskoe & Abbe Marcus 
Resettlement Committee Co-Chairs 

RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE  - continued 

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO LONGTIME CSI MEMBER  
SUSAN EISENSTEIN.  

SUSAN ALWAYS MAKES SURE CSI’S EVENTS,  
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES GET  

THE PRESS COVERAGE THEY NEED AND DESERVE.  
 
 

HERE IS HER ARTICLE ON OUR RECENT REFUGEE SHABBAT 
FROM THE CROTON GAZETTE 

 

 

https://hias.org/take-action/
https://pcsforrefugees.com/donate-technology/
https://pcsforrefugees.com/donate-technology/
https://carrythefuture.org/
file://csi02/scans_ellen/20230301103538078.pdf
file://csi02/scans_ellen/20230301103538078.pdf
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Click  
HERE 
For the Web 
calendar 

CSI Civil Rights Trip 3/12—3/15 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 

Michael Koplow 
Chief Policy Officer of  

Israel Policy Forum 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 
Michael Koplow 

Chief Policy Officer of  
Israel Policy Forum 

10:30am 
Chavurah 
Family Service 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/calendar
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OUR MARCH BAR MITZVAH 

MARCH 11th:  JACOB JANOWITZ 
 
Jacob lives in Briarcliff Manor with his mom and dad (Tal and Marc), his sister (Daphne) and his two cats 
(Lola and Boots).  Jacob was born in New York City and lived in Williamsburg, Brooklyn until he was 3 
when he and his parents moved to Briarcliff Manor.  His sister was born soon thereafter and, in his words, 
“life was never the same again.”   
 
Jacob is a 7th grader at Briarcliff Middle School.  He participates in school activities including Yearbook Club 
and the Writers Club.  When asked about the Writers Club he explains “it’s a group where we write stories 
and express our creative writing skills.  I love to write action stories about epic battles between good and 
evil.”   
 
Jacob is also an avid music fan and spends much of his free time producing electronic music and mixing 
tracks on his DJ turntables.  We asked him how he learned about this style of music.  “I’ve been a student 
at Chappaqua Music School studying with Nick Neutronz since I was 9.  I use my laptop to make melodies, 
drum-beats and bass lines.  I combine this work with music samples and other resources and mix them 
into songs.  I’ve produced over 150 songs and have two albums available on streaming services under my 
stage name ‘DJay Cup’.”   Jacob tells us that his passion for music includes an extensive vinyl record 
collection that he curates with his family. 
 
Jacob is planning to volunteer at the SPCA for his mitzvah project.  When asked why this choice he 
explains, “The SPCA is a no-kill shelter that promotes quality of life for homeless pets and helps find them 
loving homes.  Pets can enrich people’s lives.  They can provide companionship to people who are lonely.  
I want to help these pets have happy lives and help people to have happy lives with them.”     
 
We asked Jacob to tell us a bit about this milestone event in his life.  “Becoming a Bar Mitzvah is 
important to me as a major step in becoming a mature young adult.  It is a commitment of time and 
energy for which I am proud to take on.  I’m looking forward to becoming a Bar Mitzvah so that I can be 
an adult in the eyes of the Jewish community.”    
 
“Thank you so much to my family for their love and support and help in training.  I also would like to thank 
Sheera, Rabbi Kane and Cantor Shiovitz and all of the teachers and staff at CSI for their patience and for 
guiding me and teaching me Hebrew and my Bar Mitzvah portions.”  He goes on to say, “I would like to 
dedicate this special milestone in my life to my grandpa Stephen Janowitz (of blessed memory).  Though 
he passed away many years before I was born, he is still a part of our lives.  I have his Hebrew name 
(Shmuel) and my middle name is Stephen.”   
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

Have a Life Cycle event to share?   

We’d love to know about it! 

Email jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org for 

inclusion in the Bulletin.  

Date     Celebrant                    Age 

  2         Jordy Elyachar 6 

  2 Jacob Janowitz  13 

  9         Harper Harlow 2 

12 Jonah Kornberg  9 

DATE      CELEBRANTS            YEARS  

  3 Jay & Gayle Waxenberg    38 

  5 Douglas & Rebecca Schiz       6 

  5 Mark & Rika Reisman    29 

  6 Daniel & Nancy Cohen    29 

10 Ira & Ellen Eisenstein    39 

16 Steve Saper & Shelley Glick    43 

19 Michael  & Susan Thrope    25 

25 Gil & Sharon Balog     51 

26 Stephen & Sharon Alpert    40 

31 Dan & Marian Levine    33 

mailto:jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org
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Mazal Tov to Elizabeth and David Metzger on the aufruf of their son Brandon and  
Jourdi Tobias.   
 
Mazal Tov to Tal and Marc Janowitz on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jacob. 
 
Mazal Tov to Ryna and Naftali Lustig on the engagement of their daughter Sylvia to  
Brian Smith. 
 
Speedy Recovery to Sharon Richter. 
Speedy Recovery to Moshe Walsh. 
Speedy Recovery to Clare Rosen. 
 
Condolences to Mendy Goldberg on the loss of his sister, Eileen Laddin.  
Condolences to Vicki Klein on the loss of her father, Dean Abrams. 
Condolences to Nursery School teacher Aimee Axelrod on the loss of her father, Paul 
Plump. 
Condolences to Carol, Lauren and Jill Neuman on the loss of their husband and father, Tom 
Neuman. 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
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DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS - continued 

DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 
 

In memory of Eileen Laddin 
In memory of Dean Abrams 
In memory of Paul Plump 
In memory of Qamar Jehan Afridi 
 
Mazal Tov to Tal and Marc Janowitz on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jacob 
 
Get well to Bernie Lipsy 

*Denotes donations $500 or greater. 

The Krakowski Family *  
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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61 Greeley Avenue,  
Chappaqua 
914 483 4144 

 

https://www.oppshopchappaqua.com/
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

