
June 2021 Congregation Sons of Israel Page   

 

 

  Congregation Sons of Israel 
    THE MYERS FAMILY CAMPUS    
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THERE IS STILL TIME TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
BIGGEST FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR! 

JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH.  JOIN US FOR CSI’S PRIDE  
SHABBAT AND FOR OUR EVENT ON THE CHANGE IN  

SURROGACY LAW IN NYS. SEE PAGES 19 & 20. 
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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Asst. Educational Director: 
Libby Spitzer 
Libby.Spitzer@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Clare Rosen, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Robin Ginsberg, VP 
Jill Greenstein, VP 
Mark Rosenberg, VP 
Fred Schulman, VP 
Bob Margolies, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Steve Bender, IPP 

RSVP, place your journal ad or buy 
a raffle right here. 

 
You are also welcome to make a 

donation of any amount in support 
of the fundraiser. 

Participation deadline is  
June 4th.  

JOIN US FOR 
CSI’S PRIDE 
SHABBAT AND 
FOR OUR EVENT 
ON THE CHANGE 
IN SURROGACY 
LAW IN NYS. SEE 
PAGES 19 & 20. 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

L'hitraot, 
 

 
 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 

THE BLESSINGS OF COVID 19 
 
There is a chasidic teaching that says that there is 
nothing that occurs in our lives, no matter how bad 
or difficult it may be, that does not bring with it 
some blessings. When that happens, some of the 
bitterness of our experience is mitigated just a bit. 
For example, I have taught to many of you that when 
a loved one dies, they leave behind gifts. Though we 
would of course rather have them with us, one of 
those gifts is to bring family and loved ones together. 
People who have not seen each other for years are 
often reunited at shiva. That in a sense is the "gift" 
of our loved one as they leave us. 
 
The same can be said for the terrible pandemic that 
we have lived through for the past year and many 
months. There were members of our community 
who unfortunately died of Covid-19. Others fell ill 
and feared for their own lives, although they have 
thankfully now recovered. However it wasn't just 
those who fell ill. All of us were affected, whether it 
be through our own health (or a loved one), having 
to shelter in place for weeks, having to quarantine 
due to being exposed, missing an important family 
event and in so many other ways. So we can  
rightfully ask of this chasidic teaching, "what were 
the blessings of Covid-19?" 
 
In late May, many of us were privileged to hear an 
excellent talk by Dr. Jack Wertheimer on how Covid-
19 has affected the Jewish community, in particular 
synagogues. A part of Dr. Wertheimer's talk was  
devoted to the many positive aspects of the Jewish 
communal response to the pandemic. One of those 
was the prediction that synagogues would not be 
able to cope with the restrictions imposed on them. 
Actually, as Dr. Wertheimer pointed out, synagogues 
became very creative and indeed found many  
different ways to connect with their members. These 
are among what I would term, "the blessings of 
Covid-19". 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What were some of those blessings? 
 
• We all learned how to meet electronically. I  
wonder how many of us had ever experienced a 
Zoom meeting before last March? (I actually had, but 
only as a tool for long distance learning.) 
 
* Families began new rituals, such as gathering each 
Friday night to light candles together on Zoom. 
 
* We began live-streaming our service. Now anyone 
can "tune in" if they can't make it to shul. 
 
• People have discovered how important our  
community is to them, especially when such things 
as our wonderful weekly sit down Shabbat kiddush 
had to be canceled (it's coming back in July). 
 
* We have learned that so much of our lives can be 
taken for granted, and we have therefore learned to 
appreciate everything even more. 
 
I am certain there are other blessings that have come 
out of Covid-19, and if you have some of your own to 
share, please e-mail me at rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 
and let me know the blessings you have taken from 
this very difficult time. The great Talmudic scholar 
Joni Mitchell once wrote, "Don't it always seem to go 
that you don't know what you've got till it’s gone..." 
Covid-19 has taught us that we don't have to wait 
"until it’s gone" to know the blessings we have in  
our lives. 
 
 

mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

   Life is beginning to open up and many of us are 
thinking of going on vacations this summer.  My 
family will be hitting the beach on Cape Cod in the 
middle of July. We cannot wait! Jewish tradition 
gives us a prayer to recite upon leaving on a 
journey. In Hebrew it is called “T’fillat HaDerech.” I 
thought it might be appropriate to speak about it. 

     Composed in the Talmudic times, “T’fillat 
HaDerech” gives us the language by which we may 
ask God to protect us during our trip, to guide us in 
peace, and to return in good health. It also asks God 
to bless us with the opportunity to make the most 
of our trip and enjoy the good will of everyone who 
we might meet along the way. 

     Does it work? Is it a guarantee? Who knows? Yet 
it does give us the opportunity to invite God to be a 
part of our lives on the road.  Just as “T’fillat 
HaBayit” helps us to make God a part of our homes, 
“Tefillat HaDerech” helps us to make God a part of 
our travels. It raises our consciousness about where 
we are going and what we might encounter. It might 
inspire us not only to enjoy our destination, but also 
to remember that with God’s help, there might be 
some small way in which we can make another part 
of the world a better place. 

      

 

   Take the prayer with you. Say it on the road or in 
the air.  And may all of us enjoy a healthy, peaceful 
and relaxing vacation. 

     May it be Your will, dear God 
     and God of our ancestors, 
     that You lead us toward peace. 
     Guide our steps in peace, 
     and help us to reach our destination 
     in happiness, good health, and peace. 
     Keep us from any accidents or 
     sorrows along the way. 
     Bless us to make the most of 
     what we see and do. 
     Give us grace, kindness and mercy in the  
     eyes of all who we meet. 
     God, hear the voice of our prayer. 
     Blessed are You, O God, who hears  
     our prayer. 
 

 

   Jeffrey Shiovitz 

HA MISHPACHA WILL RETURN IN OCTOBER 

WE WILL BE MEETING IN PERSON AGAIN! 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 

   As I complete my first year as the president of CSI, I 
want to pause to thank everyone who has worked so 
hard to keep our beloved synagogue flourishing. To all 
of you please know how much I appreciate your 
support for me but more importantly your support and 
love for CSI. We have remained open throughout the 
pandemic. I want to personally thank our clergy, Rabbi 
Kane, Cantor Shiovitz, our educators, led by Libby 
Spitzer and Naomi Elyachar, our director and office 
staff, Ellen Johnson, Dina Katz, Jennifer Halperin, Janice 
Rappaport, and our everything person, Rosita.  And I 
also want to thank the Board of Trustees, the Executive 
Committee, and all of those who give untold hours to 
CSI. We are better because of you.   
  
   The Encyclopedia Britannica defines a Synagogue, also 
spelled synagog, in Judaism, as a community house of 
worship that serves as a place not only for liturgical 
services but also for assembly and study. Its traditional 
functions are reflected in three Hebrew synonyms for 
synagogue: bet ha-tefilla (“house of prayer”), bet ha-
kneset (“house of assembly”), and bet ha-midrash 
(“house of study”).  The term synagogue is of Greek 
origin (synagein, “to bring together”) and means “a 
place of assembly.” 
  
   Most houses of worship are talking about how to 
safely bring people back inside. Many are writing 
reopening plans while others, like CSI, are writing re-
entry plans.  Reopening is a broad term. CSI is already 
reopened. We held hybrid services, with attendance 
both in person and remotely. The Nursery School has 
remained open all year, either holding classes outdoors 
or in the building during inclement weather. Other 
programs, activities and the Religious School have been 
on Zoom or live streamed. CSI never closed.  Re-entry 
focuses on the transition for those who have been 
away for an extended period of time. CSI, much more 
than a Jewish place of worship, is preparing for a return 
to face-to-face, in-person participation. And for that 
reason, we are planning to address a variety of needs 
beyond physical health. 
  
   As a place of study and learning, a bet ha-midrash, we 
have to address our educational programs.  Our 
Religious School students have attended school 

remotely since March 2020, only coming to the building 
for a few special programs.  Not only will our teachers 
need to plan how to adapt our new curriculum to in- 
person lessons, but they will be rebuilding a community 
of learners who haven’t spent time together for more 
than a year. Some students, traumatized by COVID, will 
need additional support.  Our robust Adult Education 
programs have also been on Zoom. In reality, the 
number of programs and attendance at all of these 
have grown.  Will we continue to have remote access to 
the Adult Education programs? 
 
   We have been a functioning House of prayer, a bet  
ha-tefilla.  Minyan, Shabbat and holiday services have 
been both remote and in person. There are many 
questions that need to be asked and answered. Will we 
continue with this same configuration?  Will some 
people remain attending remotely? 

 
   And we are a place of assembly, a bet ha-kneset, that 
needs environment and infection control.  
Therefore, we are reviewing all of the health and safety 
measures that CSI implemented during COVID. Do we 
need to put additional ones in place or not? 
 
   We need to address social, emotional, and mental 
health needs.  What supports do the teachers, 
students, and congregants need?  What special 
considerations do we need to provide for vulnerable 
populations? 
 
   So, I ask you, how are we doing and what additional 
questions do we need to ask as we plan for re-entry?  
You can email me questions, ideas, concerns or just 
introduce yourself. My email address is below. 
  
   Please register (on Zoom) for CSI’s annual event, 
which will be held on June 13th. It is a way that you can 
support CSI.  I am looking forward to attending next 
year’s programming in person. 
  
Best, 
 
Clare E. Rosen, President 
clayrcsi@gmail.com   
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 REGISTER HERE 

OF INTEREST IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpdu2oqT0iHtUqfFPCzNCL113U7MiBPwh3
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpdu2oqT0iHtUqfFPCzNCL113U7MiBPwh3
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Greetings from the CSI Community Organic Farm 

 

As you're reading this update we will be anticipating our first significant harvests of the season and 
have already delivered samples of our herbs to several local venues.  Please keep an eye out for 
email updates regarding the availability of our produce and help support this unique feature of the 
CSI community by purchasing from us.  We will be hosting at least a weekly farm stand for our 
members and the local community and expect to have some prepared items again from Chef John. 
 
Our new brood of chickens have matured into hens and are providing us with at least a dozen eggs 
per day.  Purchasing these farm fresh heirloom eggs in the CSI office for $6 per dozen is another 
way you can help support the CSI Farm.  Please call the office in advance to confirm availability. 
 
The CSI walking/nature path is expanding and ready for those looking to take a contemplative, 
relaxing stroll through the woods.  Our picnic table area has received a fresh coating of wood chips 
and would be an inviting area to take a lunch break or have dinner with family. 
 
We've been busy preparing our planting beds by tilling the aisles to return soil to the raised beds 
and adding a bit of organic fertilizer.  The irrigation system is running and the Community Garden is 
ready for both seasoned and novice gardeners to enjoy the rewards of growing their own 
food.  Please reach out to Jill Greenstein to reserve one of our roughly 3' x 15' beds.   
 
Produce for the season includes bush beans, sweet corn, cucumber, squash, zucchini, chard, bok 
choy, basil, lettuce, sweet pepper, cherry tomato, regular tomato, fennel, kohlrabi, peas, kale, 
arugula, sorrel, spinach and dill in addition to our garlic and perennial herbs like chive, oregano, 
thyme and mint.  We'll also be trying to grow a more significant flower crop this year and we'll try 
supplementing these items with seeded crops started in our new greenhouse. If you have 
suggestions regarding other vegetables you'd like us to try in the Community Garden please reach 
out. 
 
Volunteers to help with the various farm chores are always welcome.  Prior experience is not 
necessary.  Tasks include harvesting, harvest weighing, order preparation, farm stand set-up, sales, 
greenhouse management, as well as outdoor labor associated with planting, weeding, pruning,  
staking and tying.     
 
Looking forward to gathering together soon in person at CSI events. 
 
Stay healthy, 
 
Farmer Dave 

mailto:jillgreenstein9@gmail.com
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

 
Naomi Elyachar 
Nursery School Director 
Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

 
Time to think about gardening! 

Once again, CSI is offering garden 

beds for CSI families to grow your own 
vegetables and flowers. Novices, as 

well as seasoned gardeners, are 

welcome. Help is always available. 
For further information, please contact: 

Jillgreenstein9@gmail.com  End of School Celebration & Moving Up Day 
Friday, June 11th 

Camp begins Monday, June 28th 
(Register HERE!) 

   I think it is finally safe to say we have accomplished 
what seemed unimaginable one year ago.  We have 
nearly completed an immensely challenging school 
year, and we did not just trudge through and get by-- 
we also thrived and even stumbled upon some 
positive and unexpected changes.    

   It turned out to actually be a beautiful thing to 
learn and play outside so much.  We have all always 
known it is nice to play outside in warm weather, but 
it turned out it is also a ton of fun in the snow and 
when it is wet after a big rain.  We also took great 
advantage of the wonderful large CSI grounds—from 
the farm to the parking lot to a bunch of cut up logs 
to yoga near the garden beds, we have had school in 
many different places this year.  In the wake of the 
racial reckoning our country is going through, we 
reexamined the books in our school library and 
fundraised to add books that are current and feature 
characters and messages that show the diversity in 
the world around us.  We spent time this year 
thinking about emergent curriculum and how racial 
justice can be taught in preschool classrooms.  In a 
time when so many were isolated, we connected 
with one another—students, teachers, and families.  

    

    

 

   I want to thank everyone who joined me on what 
seemed to be an insurmountable journey this year.  
Our teachers jumped headfirst into the challenges 
this year presented, with frequent pivots and lots of 
flexibility along the way.  The trust our school parents 
put in my staff and me this year, along with their 
support and willingness to band together for the 
good of the community, made me so grateful to be a 
part of this community.  Working together with CSI 
lay leadership and professional staff helps continue 
to forge the Nursery School with the greater 
community and has been a wonderful learning 
experience.  I am so grateful to Rosa and our security 
team for all of their hard work every day.  Dr. Neil 
Schluger has provided timely and thoughtful 
guidance throughout the school year and has been so 
generous with his time and expertise.    

   Thankfully, in the end, the challenges presented 
this school year were not actually insurmountable, 
but were achievable because of everyone’s collective 
commitment.  I am grateful that the load was 
lightened for me by all who have helped and 
supported CSI Nursery School this year. 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jillgreenstein9@gmail.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/camp-2021-registration.html
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MORE FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

We have created a book wish list to help add to the Nursery School's 
library.  We would be so appreciative of any book purchased to expand our 
library and enhance our educational program!  Link to: Book Wish List  

Are you thinking about summer? 
 

We are! 
 

Registration is now OPEN for 
CSI’s Summer Day Camp. 

 
Visit www.csibriarcliff.org 

and go to the Learning Tab 
to link to our Summer Camp page 

or click here: 
 

REGISTER NOW FOR CAMP 

Interested in Nursery School? We still 

have space in our 2’s & 3’s classes.  

Please spread the word to your family 

& friends.  

  

Visit our website 

for more information 

or to register your child, 

click here. 

Email: naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

 

 

MONDAY JUNE 7th. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fWAG3jNeZWT4Cxat4q66_V_FKyiJMo_hBWr1MOZ_rK_vfVM0NU_5X8-ZtO6MDTjDydPTr2CK20hPxaaLeNt2UFl5HcRRnl0stYeuWTZu5LcBjoRed9iTnrhIdK9VKkgycTWYi1L17PM=&c=CRUmaAc9fyab1yY84r6xgHhp1xg0lPE8D4vBzIAsf9H7OOIQw2a41g==&ch=dqMRWqSCf0g3SpS6J3mGmR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fWAG3jNeZWT4Cxat4q66_V_FKyiJMo_hBWr1MOZ_rK_vfVM0NU_5X8-ZtO6MDTjDydPTr2CK20hPxaaLeNt2UFl5HcRRnl0stYeuWTZu5LcBjoRed9iTnrhIdK9VKkgycTWYi1L17PM=&c=CRUmaAc9fyab1yY84r6xgHhp1xg0lPE8D4vBzIAsf9H7OOIQw2a41g==&ch=dqMRWqSCf0g3SpS6J3mGmR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fWAG3jNeZWT4Cxat4q66_V_FKyiJMo_hBWr1MOZ_rK_vfVM0NU_5X8-ZtO6MDTjDydPTr2CK20hPxaaLeNt2UFl5HcRRnl0stYeuWTZu5LcBjoRed9iTnrhIdK9VKkgycTWYi1L17PM=&c=CRUmaAc9fyab1yY84r6xgHhp1xg0lPE8D4vBzIAsf9H7OOIQw2a41g==&ch=dqMRWqSCf0g3SpS6J3mGmRrx0
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/form/camp-2021-registration.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/nursery-school.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/nursery-school.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/nursery-school.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/nursery-school.html
mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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Dear CSI Families, 
 
Reflecting back on the past year and a half, it is truly remarkable that we have had our nursery school 
children in school this entire school year!  Thanks to the careful planning, understanding, research and 
training, the dedicated staff at CSI Nursery School led by the incomparable Naomi Elyachar shepherded us 
through this unforgettable year.  While we did not have the typical school-wide family events that the 
Parents Association usually plans, we were still able to support each other and the Nursery School staff with 
a bit more creativity.  We look forward to next year with the hopes that things get back to a new normal 
with some more focus on socializing outside of school to foster the community that CSI Nursery School has 
promised in the past. 

Highlights of this years PA involvement included: 

- first day of school coffee meetup 

- Rosh Hashanah bags for the students  

- quarantine gift bags  

- spring mini photo shoot which helped to raise funds towards future educational programming  

- Friday morning walking group  

- lunch for teacher professional development day 

- end of year teacher gifts  

Our congratulations go out to our 4’s children and their families on graduating from the Nursery School. We 
wish you the best of luck as you enter kindergarten next year.  Thank you to Naomi, Michelle, Emma, Julia, 
Michele, Maris, Aimee, Caren, Merrie, and Sari for teaching our children with patience, understanding, 
affection, joy and commitment to the values of early childhood education.  How lucky we are to have our 
children educated by this extraordinary group.   

We look forward to seeing you all next year.  Feel free to reach out with any thoughts, ideas, and 
suggestions for our upcoming school year and how the Parents Association can help. 

Sincerely, 

 
The CSI Nursery School Parents Association 
csinspa@gmail.com 
 

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

   I am thrilled to have been a part of the wonderful Congregation Sons of Israel Religious School this past 
year. While remaining virtual the entire school year, aside from a few outdoor programs, our students  
maintained their connection to our community and with each other. That is certainly not an easy task and I 
am so proud of them all. 
    
   Religious School culminated in outdoor programs on our wonderful CSI farm. Our two Religious School 
Kabbalat Shabbat services took place under beautiful spring skies!  The students decorated lovely Shabbat 
candle holders to use for Shabbat at home while parents got a chance to schmooze and catch up.  All of us 
are very proud of our students who led much of the Shabbat service. We also celebrated Shavuot on the 
farm with a challenging and fun CSI Commandments Quest. Everyone had a blast searching for clues and 
following their missions to complete their quests! That very same morning, our Kitah Heh students 
participated in an awesome activity with USY followed by an incredible graduation service.  
 
   We ended the year with another in-person morning on the farm. Students helped David Levitt on the farm 
and played review games with their teachers.  An ice cream truck finished off the year in a very sweet way! 
 
   My heart is full as I write this article knowing that Rabbi Kane, Cantor Shiovitz, our teachers and I are all a 
part of the children’s Jewish journey and learning.  
 
B’shalom, 
 
Libby Spitzer, 
Assistant Educational Director 

 

Religious School ON THE FARM 

mailto:Libby.Spitzer@csibriarcliff.org
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Religious School ON THE FARM 
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Religious School ON THE FARM 
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Join CSI Sisterhood for a 
funny and fabulous  
year-end program! 

 Wednesday, June 9th  
   7:30 pm 

 

 
 

Joyce Eisenberg & Ellen Scolnic are  
The Word Mavens 

Two Ladies Who Know The Difference Between  
Kvelling and Kvetching 

 
The Word Mavens will engage and entertain you with their hilarious, 

fact-filled look at Jewish holidays, traditions, foods, and more. They will 
share funny stories, Yiddish mistakes and little-known facts they uncovered 
while writing their best-selling Dictionary of Jewish Words and their other 
books, The Whole Spiel: Funny Essays About Digital Nudniks, Seder Selfies 
and Chicken Soup Memories and Stuff Every Grandmother Should Know. 

 

They’ll answer questions like: 
What is the recipe for charoset?   
What’s the difference between schnecken and rugelach?  
What is the correct way to spell Hanukkah? 

 
 

R.S.V.P. to Robin Ginsberg  
Zoom link will be emailed. 
This event is free for Sisterhood members. 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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CARING COMMUNITY - Judy Boehr, Chairperson 

SISTERHOOD NEWS - continued 

YOU CAN ALWAYS JOIN SISTERHOOD! 
 

Please mail a check for $36.00 ($54.00 for non-CSI members) 
payable to: CSI SISTERHOOD, to Annleah Berger, 10 Charlotte 
Court, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510.  Please include your name, 

address, email address and telephone number. 
Sisterhood is offering complimentary membership  

to any CSI members or school families who have  
not previously joined Sisterhood. 

Please contact Robin Ginsberg. 

Matanah, the gift shop of CSI,  
is always open for virtual 

shopping via Facetime or on 
site by appointment.   

 
Please contact   

Robin Ginsberg . 

President: Robin Ginsberg  * Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter * Recording Secretary: Beth Levine 

Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin : Marion Jablansky * Membership: Annleah Berger * Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 

Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

Do you have a need for some caring or know someone in our community who does?   
Here are some of the ways we care for each other:   

  
• We bring members who live alone good cheer with a phone call (or hopefully a visit soon). 
• We can drive you to a medical appointment if you need transportation. 
• We are happy to deliver a Shiva meal when you have a loss. 
• We can provide a home-cooked meal when you are experiencing illness. 
• We celebrate new babies in our community (synagogue and nursery school) with a lovely 

handmade gift.  
       If you need our kindness and caring - or if you would like to join our committee -  

contact Judy Boehr [914-762-1984]. 
  

 Our next meeting is Wednesday, June 23rd at 7pm via Zoom.  Join us! 

OUR WONDERFUL 

MEMBERSHIP 

APPRECIATION 

LUNCHEON WITH BOX 

LUNCH ON THE FARM!! 

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@juno.com
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MEN’S CLUB  

OPEN TO ALL: 

THE CSI MEN’S CLUB BBQ AND WINE 

TASTING EVENT 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8th  

at 5pm 

 
 

$36/person   
Please RSVP by August 1st 

A vegetarian meal is available 
Wine will be for sale 

Please contact Jason Eidlitz or the CSI office to RSVP 
   

Our next book club meeting is on Wednesday, July 21st at 
7:30pm.  We will be discussing  Jacobo’s Rainbow by David 
Hirshberg.   

 

JOIN THE MEN’S CLUB—WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

To join the Men's Club, you can do it right now here.   
(Community | Men's Club from the CSI Home page).  
It's easy!  Please contact Jason Eidlitz with any questions.    

SAVE THE DATE 

mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:jshoedog@optonline.net
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 FIND MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTER HERE 

USE CODE HUDSON$18UNY to save $18 off the $36 Registration Fee 

https://www.fjmc.org/convention-2021
https://www.fjmc.org/convention-2021
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PRIDE COMMITTEE - Suzanne Haber, Chairperson 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

We will celebrate Pride Shabbat on June 5th, at 9:30am. 
 
Please join us as we welcome Nadav Shachmon as our speaker.  
 
 
 
 

Nadav, the Westchester Israeli Shaliach (emissary), was born and raised in 
Jerusalem and now lives in White Plains with his husband, Aylee, and their 
daughter, Aviv.  Nadav will share his personal story as a gay man growing up 
in Israel and serving in the IDF, and he will also speak about what life is like 
for the LGBTQ community in Israel today. 

Pride Committee meetings are held on 
the second Tuesday of each month.   

Our next meeting is:  
Tuesday, June 8th at 7:30pm. 

Contact Suzanne Haber for 
 further information. 

 

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
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REGISTER HERE 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/surrogacy
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OUR JUNE BAR MITZVAH 

JOSEPH HENTEL: June 12th 
 
Hi! My name is Joseph Hentel and I will be called to the Torah to become a Bar Mitzvah on June 12th.  I am in 
7th grade at Briarcliff Middle School.  I live at home with my mom, dad and my cat, Snickers.  My older sister, 
Abby, and my brother, Isaac, attend college far away. In my free time, I enjoy playing tennis, hiking and 
baseball. I also am on the school's track team. I spend a lot of time on the Connecticut shoreline and do a 
variety of water sports out there as well, like SUP and kayaking. During COVID-19, I learned to enjoy new 
hobbies such as backgammon, crossword puzzles, the New York Times Spelling Bee and jigsaw puzzles.  
 
For my Bar Mitzvah project, I did two projects and donated all of the money I raised to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. The reason I donated to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society is because my Grandma 
Jeanie died from lymphoma. For my first project, I completed 500 miles of exercise over 7 months with the 
organization ON3NY. I completed the virtual race across NY State with my mom. We combined biking, hiking 
and walking miles. We discovered new local places to hike, walked around our neighborhood and on the bike 
path behind my house. I biked a lot to Dairy Queen when I was at my house in Connecticut, which was an 
easy 5 mile ride and, of course, the most fun. My mom strongly encouraged me to do this benefit because 
she told me that with online learning, Madden (X-Box Football) wasn’t going to cut it as a substitute for gym 
class.  She said that I could game as much as I wanted to if I participated with her, so it was a win-win all 
around.   
 
Because my dad and I love to bake and we “hands-down” make THE best pretzels in the world, I baked 
pretzels Super Bowl Weekend for my second project. I sold them to friends and family. We sold over 150 
pretzels. To add to the drama of having to fulfill so many orders, there was a snowstorm and we had to 
deliver over half of the hot pretzels in the middle of it.  Mission accomplished!  During COVID-19, we had to 
be creative with tikkun olam and this was a meaningful way to be productive and to spend quality time with 
my parents, as I haven’t been able to spend much time with other people.  
 
I would like to thank my parents, Jennifer and Keith, my Hebrew School teachers, Cantor Shiovitz and Rabbi 
Kane for preparing me for my special day. B’Shalom. 
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

Condolences to:  Dan and Marian Levine on the loss of their nephew, Elazar Yitzchak Koltai. 
 
Condolences to:  Lois Gimpel Shaukat on the loss of her father, Marvin Gimpel. 
 
Condolences to:  Shane Dolch on the loss of her mother, Gilda Gourlay. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Keith and Jennifer Hentel on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Joseph. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Andrew and Emma Schifrin on the B’nai Mitzvah of their sons, Benjamin and David. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Alan and Liz Legatt on the birth of their grandson, Micah Shai Legatt.  Micah is the son of 
Joel and Aviva Legatt.  
 
Mazal Tov to:  Vladimir and Marina Sukonnik on the birth of their granddaughter, Parker Isla Sukonnik.  
Parker is the daughter of Josh and Tori Sukonnik. She is also the niece of Henrik and Jaime Sukonnik and 
Jenny and Rachel Sukonnik. 
 
Mazal Tov to:  Sam and Robin Ginsberg on the engagement of their daughter Michelle to Will Skantze.  
 

CELEBRANT    Day  Age 

 

Joseph Hentel  8 13 
Jacob Pinsky   22 10 
Cameron Klein  24 10 
Tyler Wancier  27 10 
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LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

CELEBRANTS    Day    Years  

Diane & Ronnie Myers    1   41 
Lois & Fred Schulman     2   36 
Jill & Adam Semler     2   30 
Karen & Allen Saperstein    5   44 
Susan & Andrew Morris     5   39 
Susan Ziskin & Daniel Ginsberg   7   23 
Erica & Michael Olin     8   33 
Carol & Marc Levitt     9   24 
Jill & Joel Greenstein   10   48 
Haley & Adam Weber   10   14 
Erica & Jonathan Ben-Zvi  11   15 
Janice & Barry Kirschner  12   50 
Orly & Daniel Zonan   14   41 
Meryl & Martin Weinberg  14   40 
Roberta & Rick Kay   16   48 
Karen Saponar & Steve Begleiter 16   30 
Lois & Joseph Gottlieb  17   65 
Joyce & Burton Koyner  17   60 
Rosanna & Marshall Frank  18   60 
Debra & Alan Goodman  18   44 
Corazon Loteyro & Marc Lewy 18     4 
Marci Dressler & Lou Sherman 20   39 
Jenean & Seth Eichenholtz  22   18 
Barbara & Norman Block  23   47 
Samantha & Ron Hawson  23   19 
Martha & Michael Klein  24   31 
Deborah & Richard Yoken  24   48 
Suzanne & David Wexler  24   20 
Bonnie & Steven Bromberg  26   38 
Leah & Charles Zweibach  26     6 
Margery & Michael Kirsch  27   50 
Alice & Isaac Merin   27   39 
Bella & Bernie Jacobson  28   52 
Barbara & John Palefsky  28   34 
Paula & Larry Edlavitch  29   41 
Anne & Robert Feiguine  29   13 
Rhonnie & Arnold Zeitlin  30   64 
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DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 

In memory of Marvin Gimpel 

In honor of the birth of Micah Shai Legatt, grandson of Elizabeth and Alan Legatt  

In honor of the birth of Parker Isla Sukonnik, granddaughter of Vladimir & Marina Sukonnik 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Hentel 

In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Benjamin & David Schifrin 

DONATIONS - continued 

Yom HaShoah Yahrzeit Candle Program 
In Support of CSI Men’s Club 

Patty & David Stiffman 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

