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Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Nursery School Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Interim Religious School 
Director:   
Orit Daly 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Mark J. Rosenberg, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Shane Dolch,  VP 
Suzanne Haber,  VP 
Deborah Hertz,  VP 
Henrik Sukonnik,  VP 
Jack Zinn, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Clare Rosen, IPP 

FEATURED FUND: 
Your thoughtful generosity benefits each  
CSI tzedakah  fund to which you donate.   
And each fund is for a different purpose.   

 
Our newest fund: 

The Membership Development Fund 
 

Donations to this fund are used to support CSI’s  
programs, activities and outreach efforts that are  

designed to promote CSI and attract new members.  
 

DONATE HERE—Thank you! 

A Chanukah party for young families was hosted by  
Jaime & Henrik Sukonnik at their home on 12/22.   
This is a great example of what the Membership 

Development Fund is all about!  

ASK THE PRESIDENT:  Come meet with Mark Rosenberg 
at CSI!  Want to know how decisions are made here? 
How do programs get scheduled?  What plans for the  

future are taking shape at this time? Bring your  
questions for an information session of  

Ask The President.  

SUNDAY, 1/22 at 11:30am 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/prayer-books.html
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org               

 January 3rd is the 10th of Tevet on the  
Hebrew calendar, a "minor" fast day (there are four 
such days on the Hebrew calendar, where the fast 
begins at sunrise, not sunset, and lasts until dark). 
What is the source of this fast and why do we ob-
serve it? In the book of Kings in the Bible (ll Kings 
25:4-5), we are told that the Babylonian King  
Nebuchadnezzar began the siege of Jerusalem on 
the 10th day of the 10th month (Tevet). It was this 
siege some 18 months later that led to the  
destruction of the first Temple by the  
Babylonians on Tisha B'av in 586 B.C.E. It marks the 
beginning of the end to what is referred to as the 
First Commonwealth of Israel.    
 There is however another reason that the 
10th of Tevet is considered a day of calamity.  
According to the Talmud, King Ptolemy (of Egypt) 
gathered 72 Jewish scholars and placed each in his 
own chamber. He then ordered each one to write a 
translation of the Torah into Greek. Two days prior 
to the 10th of Tevet  everyone had completed their 
translation, and miraculously they were all exactly 
the same! Interestingly, the translation into Greek 
is to this day called the Septuagint, which means 
"the seventy" and may well be a reference to this 
fascinating Jewish legend. 
 While the fact that all of the sages were in 
complete agreement on the content of the Greek 
translation was worth celebrating, the rabbis saw 
the Torah's translation into Greek as a tragedy. 
They understood that any translation of a text, in 
particular a holy text, is never completely  
accurate. There is a beauty and a poetry to the text 
of the Torah that can easily get lost in  
translation. One good example is a Hebrew word we 
all know, shalom. Shalom has multiple  

meanings. It can be translated as "hello,” "goodbye,” 
completeness, or peace (with all its  
multiple meanings). Sometimes the Hebrew text 
means to convey more than one of those  
meanings, and when that happens, what word 
should be used in translation? 
 What the rabbis saw in the Septuagint 
proved to be prescient. They understood a  
translation as both a blessing and a curse. It was a 
curse, because it was an indication that the average 
person could no longer understand the  
meaning of the text in the original Hebrew, nor the 
depth of meaning that came with it. At the same 
time it was a blessing, because it enabled people to 
at least access the text on some level, and gain an 
understanding that might otherwise escape 
them. In the more than 2000 years since then, the 
Torah has been translated into many languages,  
including of course English (for what I believe is the 
most accurate, scholarly and thoughtful English 
translation, see "The Hebrew Bible, A Translation 
and Commentary,” by Robert Alter).  
 The prophet Zechariah, prophesying to the 
people in Babylonia in the years after  
Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed the Temple, said, 
"And the word of the Lord of Hosts came to me  
saying...the fast of the tenth month (i.e., the 10th of 
Tevet) shall become a rejoicing for the house of  
Judah..." (Zach. 8:17-18). In other words, the  
calamities that caused a day of fasting will become 
reasons for rejoicing. One of those calamities was 
the translation of the Torah into Greek. Yet as  
reluctant as the 72 rabbis were to translate the  
Torah into a language other than Hebrew, their  
doing so enabled subsequent generations to  
continue to wrestle with the meaning of the text in 
the language that they best understood.  That in it-
self ultimately became, as prophesied 
by Zechariah, a true reason for rejoicing. 
 

L’hitraot, 

 

FIVE THINGS...WITH RABBI KANE 

January 9:  The Karaites. In the early 

Middle Ages this community rejected 

the Talmud and wanted to return to a 

Biblical Judaism. How were their 

customs different from mainstream 

Judaism? Did they ever form their own 

religion? Are there any Karaites around 

today? 

mailto:rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

     “Shiru Lashem Shir Chadash,” Sing to God a song 
that is new. Throughout the Torah and in all of our 
prayers, the Hebrew word Shir (or plural, Shirim) is 
translated as “song(s).” The Torah tells us that it is 
important for us to sing praise to God, whether it be 
the Hazzan singing on behalf of the Congregation, or 
as a community joining the Hazzan in praise. We find 
examples of music throughout the history of Jewish 
worship. Even the chanting of our sacred texts is 
done in a melodic, sweet way to convey the message 
of God to the people, and in turn our thoughts, 
prayers, hopes, and desires to God.  

     You may wonder where some of the music came 
from in our synagogue liturgy. In early times, it was 
based on what the Temple choir would sing in 
Jerusalem. The earliest synagogue music was based 
on the same system as that used in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. According to the Talmud, Joshua ben 
Hananiah, who had served in the sanctuary Levitical 
choir, told how the choristers “went to the 
synagogue from the orchestra by the altar…..” 
During the time of the first and second Temples, 
temple music was the center of all music in our 
society. After the fall of the Temples and the 
removal of Jews from the land of Israel, it was 
decided that all music would be banned. Eventually, 
this ban was lifted for religious purposes, and music 
was added back into worship services. Music 
(including instruments) was again allowed at various 
celebrations, including weddings and other simchas 
that were not on Shabbat or Holy Days.  

     When liturgical poems (Piyyutim) were added to 
the worship service, fixed melodies used on a 
regular basis began to appear in synagogue music 
and prayers, which helped people to learn the 
prayers of the services. The Ba’al T’filah (Hazzan) 
would lead communities in prayer, helping each 
person learn each prayer and gain a deeper 
understanding of the service. Singing has always 
been vital to praising God. We see this in the Torah, 
notably in the Song of the Sea. After crossing the Sea 

of Reeds, the waters rushed over the Egyptian Army. 
The Israelites were led in song by Moses and 
Miriam, praising the triumph of God. Our prophets 
encouraged singing to God for the great things that 
He/She has done for us. King David was known as 
the “Sweet Singer of Israel” for his talents with 
music, lyrics and musical instruments. “Music is the 
most immaterial and ephemeral of all art forms. We 
can’t see music, we can’t grasp it in our hands, but 
we can feel it working through us and the world. As 
such, music represents our connection to the Divine, 
to each other, to everything.” Wikipedia History of 
Religious Jewish Music.  If we look to the Gematria, 
the number value for song (Shirah) and prayer 
(tefillah) are identical. One could say that to make 
the most of our prayers, they should be sung. In the 
Talmud, in section Berakoht 6a, it is noted “Where 
there is song, there is prayer…” Ibid. 

     Prophets like Elisha were able to prophesize when 
music was played. When we teach our children the 
Sh’ma, we teach it with a melody (originally noted 
by Salomon Sulzer in the mid 1800s). This simple 
tune has two functions— first, the idea that music 
helps the human brain by reaching areas that we 
rarely use, and second, music helps make us better 
and deeper thinkers. When we sing a prayer, we 
deepen its meaning and it becomes something 
more, something holy, something spiritual that puts 
us into a more thoughtful frame of mind as we pray. 
When we use our voices to pray, we become united 
as a group of people, sharing in not just the notes 
and the words, but in a collective spiritual elevation. 
Think of how you feel when you sing the Sh’ma out 
loud, or how much fun it is to sing a chorus of “Hava 
Narisha, Rash, Rash, Rash!” during the festival of 
Purim. Each of our responses to music is individual, 
however, through music we have the ability to 
connect with each other. We also connect with God 
through the melodies of the T’fillah and the notes of 
the song which are sung.  
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Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

      As a Hazzan, I try through the artistry of my 
profession to help create a feeling of meditation and 
of the majesty of the moment. Each community 
develops a distinct voice over time, and I have 
gotten to know and understand the voice of our 
community. Together, we have been able to create 
moments in prayer that are truly spiritual and 

authentic. As we continue to come back to the 
Synagogue for services and celebrations, please join 
me in the song of our prayers. I look forward to 
continue praying together and singing together with 
all of you here at CSI for many years to come. 

CANTORIAL NOTES 
continued 

JEWISH MUSIC  
THROUGH THE AGES  

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 7th  
at 8pm via ZOOM 

Music in honor of the 75th Birthday of 
Israel continues! 

We will learn about and listen to music 
from the 1980s to the 1990s. 

RSVP to Cantor Shiovitz 
 

ZOOM LINK 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
mailto:jshiovitz@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81158342901?pwd=eVk4VzBmQ3F3aS9Qa241T1ZIRlRWdz09#success
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Mark J. Rosenberg 

 Less than a year ago, we were 
wondering if members were ever going to 
come back into the synagogue to be together as 
a community. We questioned whether 
celebrations and life cycle events were ever 
going to be what they were prior to the 
pandemic. Being together inside our building is 
in many ways the heart and soul of CSI. Now, a 
year later, I see the synagogue once again filled 
with activities and events bringing us together 
in person. 
  
 Nursery School and Religious School 
Chanukah parties, a Bat Mitzvah and a funeral 
are just some of the events and services that I 
have attended at CSI over the past weeks. 
Young and old, joy and sorrow, these events 
and rites reinforce what CSI and our 
community are about. At every stage of life, we 
come together to nurture, care and celebrate. 
We learn from each generation, supporting and 
uplifting each other through life cycle events 
and celebrations. Our community and our 
synagogue care for us at all stages of life. 
  
 At the Religious School Chanukah party, 
I watched teenage students help preschoolers 
with art projects, serve them latkes and joke 
around with senior members of CSI who 
volunteer in the Religious School. Given the 
way they were interacting, it was clear that a 
personal and generational bond had developed 
between them. 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 The Bat Mitzvah I went to was an 
example of perseverance. This girl’s simcha had 
been canceled several times because of COVID. 
Unlike others (children and adults) who would  
have said it was not meant to be, this  
determined young woman insisted on going up 
on the bimah and chanting the Torah, even if it 
meant learning a new Torah portion. It made 
me so proud to be the President of a synagogue 
that had nurtured and supported such 
perseverance, and I was deeply touched to 
have been the Board member who made the 
presentation at the service. 
  
 Hours after the Chanukah  party, I 
attended the funeral of a long-time member of 
our community. And while the sadness was 
pervasive, I was struck by the outpouring of 
support from the many members of our 
community who came to honor him and 
support his family. It emphasized to me how 
important the bonds of community are during 
times of grief and challenge, and brought into 
focus how many different needs our 
community meets. 
  

 As a new calendar year commences, I 
ask that we focus on all the good CSI does for 
its members and others in need, and that we 
support and celebrate our volunteers, clergy, 
staff and each other. 

 
 
 
 

 
President@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
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2nd Generation Survivors  
If you are a child of Holocaust survivors, please consider joining this wonderful group.  
Whether you are seeking to keep their stories alive for the next generations, or you would 
simply like to find comfort and camaraderie – please join us. 
Chair: Cheryl Katz  

 
Audit Committee 
The Audit Committee reviews all of CSI’s financial records to ensure proper record-keeping, 
proper financial reporting, compliance with all legal, ethical, and contractual obligations, and 
that the activities and financial expenditures of the synagogue are used for charitable 
purposes.  
Chair: OPEN 

 
Building & Grounds Committee 
It takes a lot to keep CSI running! This committee manages all the properties of the 
Congregation and makes recommendations for the administration of the properties, and rules 
for their use. 
Chair: Irwin Kavy  

 
Caring Community 
The CSI Caring Community has long been the standard-bearer for Gemilut Chasadim – Acts of 
Loving Kindness.  Our volunteers are always there in times of need. Meetings are held on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 PM.  If you wish to help or know of someone in need, 
please contact Judy. 
Chair: Judy Boehr  

 
Cemetery Committee 
The Cemetery is over 100 years old, contains an enormous wealth of CSI history, and is a rich 
classroom for our Hebrew School.  It is where we periodically bury religious books and articles 
that cannot be merely thrown away. 
 
The Committee is currently working on a recommendation to the Board that we revise the 
Constitution and sell plots, to raise necessary funds. Please reach out to Irwin if you would 
like to get involved in this effort. 
Chair: Irwin Kavy  
 
Choir 
Our choir is a wonderful addition to our High Holiday services.  Their beautiful melodies 
enhance our services.  If you would like to lend your voice to the choir, then please contact 
the Chair – Judy Boehr. 
Chair: Judy Boehr  
 
Continued... 

CSI COMMITTEES  
Come Join Us! 

mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:ijkavy@gmail.com
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
mailto:ijkavy@gmail.com
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
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Education Committee 
This Committee supervises the schools of the Congregation, determines policy, and formulates 
the rules and regulations for the administration of our schools.  It provides support and 
guidance to the school Directors, and oversees CSI’s youth groups and camps.  The 
committee provides a forum and secondary resource for parents and teachers, reviews 
curriculum, assists the Parent Associations, and interacts with Conservative Jewish 
Educational organizations and associations.  Please get involved in this extremely important 
committee! 
Chair:  Rebecca Schiz  

 
Fundraising Committee 
The Fundraising Committee identifies fundraising opportunities for CSI and develops projects 
to ensure that CSI has the funds to keep growing and thriving. 
Chair: OPEN 

 
Membership Committee 
Membership is the lifeblood of any shul.  This committee needs your help to reach out to 
potential new members and invite them to join us.  Please help keep us vibrant and growing! 
Chair: Roberta Bar-Levav  

 
Men’s Club 
Our award-winning Men’s Club schedules regular events including Sunday morning Minyan 
Breakfasts, Texas Hold ‘Em, baseball games, golf outings, and more.  Join today! 
Chair: Charles Zweibach (mensclub@csibriarcliff.org) 
 
Organic Farm Committee 
Our news-making farm and associated programs foster many important Jewish traditions and 
values related to ecology, agriculture, nutrition, healing/health, well-being, spiritual 
connection, social and environmental justice, and the benefits of productive physical work.  
We grow food and flowers to nourish our bodies and souls so get engaged in this exciting 
endeavor! 
Chair: Ryna Lustig  
 
Pride Committee 
CSI’s Pride Committee was established to help ensure an embracing community and safe 
spaces for all of our members and guests, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expression. We are committed to educating and creating awareness 
around LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning/Queer, etc.) subjects 
through a variety of programs and collaborations.  Everyone at CSI is welcome to join and 
help us create educational and social programming for allies and for members of the LGBTQ+ 
community of all ages! 
Chair:  Suzanne Haber  
 
 
Continued... 
 
 
 

CSI COMMITTEES - Continued 

mailto:schiz.rebecca@gmail.com
mailto:rbarlevav@gmail.com
mailto:mensclub@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:rynalustig@gmail.com
mailto:shab2@optonline.net
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Nursery School & Religious School Parent Associations 
Our PAs support our Nursery School and Religious School respectively.  Get involved to help 
support our kids and keep them engaged throughout their journey! 
NS Chair:  Lindsey Alter (csinspa@gmail.com) 
RS Chairs: Samantha Hawson & Jenean Eichenholtz  
 
Ritual Committee 
The Ritual Committee is in charge of all religious services, ceremonies and rituals of the 
congregation, and sets the parameters for our services.  It also appoints ushers and 
distributes Aliyot and other honors for Shabbat and holiday services. 
Chairs: Joel Neuberg and Neil Schluger  
 
Sisterhood 
CSI Sisterhood welcomes all women of CSI to join. We are part of the Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism, the largest synagogue-based women’s organization in the world.  
Sisterhood offers social and educational programs throughout the year, including monthly 
Mahjong nights, speakers, a book club, our ever-popular Sisterhood Shabbat, and much 
more. We support CSI with our annual Purim Mishloach Manot fundraiser and Matanah, the 
gift shop of CSI.  
Chair: Robin Ginsberg 
 
Social Committee 
The Social Committee sponsors purely social activities for different age groups throughout the 
course of the year.  With one goal in mind we are always looking for new ideas so don’t be 
shy! 
Chair: Debra Young  

 
Social Action Committee 
The Social Action Committee helps the broader community via food drives, clothing drives – 
whatever is needed; we reach out in all directions!   
Chair: Judy Boehr  
 
Technology Committee  
We find ways to improve information on our website (offloading some work from the office), 
review CSI’s technology infrastructure and recommend improvements, and evaluate 
technology requests from other CSI committees.   
 
If you have Marketing/Communications, HTML/CSS, web design, networking and cloud, or 
other general technical skills, please join us! 
Chair: Jack Zinn  
 
Young Family Outreach Committee  
We are a partnership of parents with young children, working to build a connection for 
potential family members to join the CSI Community. Our goal is to identify and bring in 
these young families to become members of CSI.  We also hope to be a conduit for existing 
members and committees to get in touch with young families and invite them to participate in 
all the great things CSI has to offer.  
Chair: Henrik Sukonnik  

CSI COMMITTEES - Continued 

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
mailto:Samantha_Hawson@yahoo.com
mailto:J31K@aol.com
mailto:rebyoel@optonline.net
mailto:neil.schluger@gmail.com)
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:deb55515@gmail.com
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
mailto:math.zinn@gmail.com
mailto:hsukonnik@gmail.com
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CSI invites you to be 
a Greeter during Services 

 

CSI needs volunteer Greeters in the lobby  
at all morning services to let people into the building 

and welcome them to CSI.  
 

For each service, there are two sets of Greeters: 
9:00am-10:30am and 10:30am-12pm. 

 
  
 

Questions? Email us here.   
Thanks for your support!  
CSI Greeters Coordinators 

mailto:greeters@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45A8A723A2FDCF8-csigreeters1
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With the start of the new year here, I wanted 

to reflect upon our Chanukah celebration and 

how it reflects the strength and beauty of our 

community. As I meet new parents who are 

looking at attending the nursery school, I tell 

them that while it is important to find the 

school that is the best for your child, my feeling 

is that the majority of children will do well at 

the majority of schools. One of the (many) 

things that sets our school apart from others is 

the strength and closeness of our community 

of families. I tell new prospective school 

families to look for a school that feels like it is a 

fit not only for their child, but for their entire 

family as well.  

When I notified parents that we would have a 

Chanukah party (the first since the pandemic 

and since I had become school director), I 

thought I would have a couple of parents 

come in to help get the latkes ready and lead 

some games. I was astounded to learn that 

actually all parents wanted to come in and 

celebrate, whether this was their child’s first or 

last year at school and whether they 

celebrated Chanukah in their home or not. I 

pivoted a bit and planned a family program, 

rather than a school program with parent 

volunteers.  

The program ended up being a beautiful 

display of the message that I give to 

prospective parents: CSI Nursery School is a 

place not only for your child but for your entire 

family, and it is the place where I hope you will 

find good friends you can lean on. Parents 

were excited to spend part of the morning 

with their children. They sat on the floor and 

connected with their children while playing 

the Chanukah games and working on a 

tzedakah project to give back to others.   

As much as I delivered this message to parents 

I met on tours, it was not as easy to see the 

physical community over the past couple of 

years.  But at this program, I saw that we are 

following through on this aspect of our school 

mission. We are building a place not only for 

teachers and students to connect with one 

another, but a place for parents to connect 

with their children and for parents to connect 

with one another. It was good to feel like we 

were back together, and it made me excited 

for more similar programs in the months to 

come.  

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

Naomi Elyachar 

Nursery School Director 

Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

   

(Monday) NO SCHOOL—Happy New Year! 2nd  

(Monday) NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 16th  

(Wednesday) NO SCHOOL—Professional Development Day 25th  

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN UNDER 2 

Click 

or 

scan! 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/tuesdays-for-tots--almost-2s.html
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/open_gym_2023_01-02
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This service is family-friendly, interactive, 

and suitable for people of all ages! 
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             FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Orit Daly 

Orit Daly 
Religious School Director 
RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org 

Chanukah, the holiday of lights, was especially exciting this year as we emerged from 
our Covid cocoons and joined together for a community celebration. The latkes were 
frying, the cookies were baking, the crafts were made, dreidels were spinning, songs 
were sung.  The day was made even more special by the parent and community 
volunteers that helped us make the day so special.  Thank you to all who joined and 
helped.  We are truly a generous community. 

mailto:RSDirector@csibriarcliff.org
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL—CHANUKAH 2022 
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MORE FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Junior Congregation 
Next service: 
January 21st 
10:45am - 12:00pm 

Junior Congregation, led by Morah Sheera Zuckerman, is 
a Shabbat service designed to teach our 3rd (Gimel) through 7th 
(Zayin) grade Religious School students the structure of 
the Shabbat morning service and prayers in preparation 
for becoming b’nai mitzvah. 3rd-7th grade students must attend 
THREE of these services during this school year.  

USY - ANDREA BROMBERG, ADVISOR 

 
 

 

(Sunday) NO SCHOOL—Happy New Year! 1st 

7th (Saturday) Chavurah Family Service 10:30am 

(Sunday) NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Jr. Day Weekend 15th  

(Saturday) Junior Congregation 10:45am 21st  

mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org
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The coat drive to benefit IFCA in Ossining is continuing through the month of 
January.  Please bring clean warm coats (esp parkas) that are in good condition 
to the bins in the synagogue lobby.   
Proceeds from their sale at IFCA will help pay 
to procure and outfit housing for members of 
our community in need.  

CARING COMMUNITY 

The Caring Community and the Nursery School are  
going to partner for a new project.   

 

Volunteers from the community will read a story to a nursery 
school class.  Seniors and members of all ages are welcome!  

 
                           Books will be provided.   

 
This is a fun project for all of the participants, and we hope  

you will join us.  Everyone loves a good story!   
If you are interested in reading  

with our young friends, contact Judy Boehr  
 

Our next CC meeting is Wednesday, January 25th, at 7pm on Zoom.  
 

mailto:tanglewoodtoots@gmail.com
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Christmas Meal Distribution 

The CSI-sponsored Christmas Meal  
Distribution on Sunday, December 25th was a 
huge success thanks to the generosity and  
dedication of our CSI community. Seventeen 
volunteers braved the early morning bitter cold  
temperatures to set up donations in the church. 
Over 30 members and school families cooked 
turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, vegetables, and  
desserts and delivered the food to the church. 

Additional volunteers helped package the cooked food. All the volunteers greeted our 
guests and assisted with distribution. In addition, we continued with our mini food pantry.  
 
There were tables of toys for the kids, and hats, gloves and socks donated by the nursery 
school families and distributed in gift bags decorated by the children. Thanks to the  
monetary donations we were able to purchase 180 supermarket gift cards for our guests. 
The clean-up volunteers were phenomenal as well. 
 
Special thanks to Tyler Martin, who makes home deliveries to homebound patients of 
Archcare. 
 
Special thanks also to Adam Cohen, who braved the stormy weather on Friday,  
December 23rd to pick up donations from CSI and delivered them to the church on     
Christmas, showing his son the importance of social action mitzvot.  
 
We handed out almost 200 meals and although there was some leftover food, it was  
delivered to the Jan Peek homeless shelter by Dorit and Chris Walsh. 
 
Approximately 55 adults and 25 children visited the First Presbyterian Church on  
Christmas, many with our promotional flyers in hand, and were grateful and appreciative 
for what they were receiving. Many times, we were told, “God bless you for doing this.”  
In the words of a volunteer, “What an impact on so many lives.” 

 
Happy New Year! 
 
Robin Ginsberg and Melissa Kogan 
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SISTERHOOD  

 
 
 

 
Sisterhood Book Club February Date:  Sunday, 
2/12 at 3pm on Zoom 
 
The Tunnel by A.B. Yehoshua 
A suspenseful and poignant story of a family coping 
with the sudden mental decline of their beloved 
husband and father—an engineer who they discover 
is involved in an ominous secret military project.  
RSVP to Shelley Glick   

 
 
Mah Jongg: Monday nights at CSI at 7:30pm. Contact Cheryl Katz for 
more info. 
 
 
Sisterhood Membership: 
Sisterhood offers complimentary membership for one year to new CSI 
members and to any CSI members or school families who have not 
previously joined Sisterhood.   
 
Please mail your check for $36 ($54 for non-CSI members) to Annleah 
Berger, 10 Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510.  Please include 
your name, address, phone number and e-mail. If you would prefer to pay 
by credit card, contact Robin Ginsberg and an invoice will be sent. (There 
is an additional charge to cover the credit card service fees.) Just contact 
Robin to sign up! 

President: Robin Ginsberg  Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter  
Recording Secretary: Beth Levine  Corresponding Secretary: Marion Jablansky  

Membership: Annleah Berger  Ritual & Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 
Gift Shop: Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

mailto:ssglick@gmail.com
mailto:cabkatz@hotmail.com
mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
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MEN’S CLUB  

 

Join the Men’s Club here. 

Questions/Ideas:  Email us here.   

 

Men's Club invites all who wish to 

run or those who wish to nominate 

someone for next year's slate of 

officers, to submit names now! 

Book Club: 

Tuesday, January 10th 

At 7:30pm 

In the Small Chapel at CSI 

We will be discussing  

Dead in the Water by  

Matthew Campbell and Kit Chellel 

Men’s club totes  
$10 Each! 

ORDER HERE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The CSI Men's Club invites you to 

TORAH ON TAP WITH RABBI KANE 

Open to all adults!  

Thursday, January 5th, at 7:45pm 

The Cabin Restaurant 

(1172 Knollwood Road, White Plains -  

a 13 minute drive from CSI.) 

Topic: LGBTQ+ and Judaism Today 
 

We will meet in their indoor private room.  

Pre-paid registrants receive one beer and snacks!  

Additional menu items are available for purchase 

(with pareve options.) 
 

$20/per person ($5 discount if you are a CSI Member or a School 

Family.  You must be logged in to see the discounted price.) 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

World Wide Wrap: Sunday 2/12.  Breakfast following morning minyan. 

Eagle Watch walk:  February.  Please email the Men’s Club to help plan. 

Yom Hashoah candle program:  March. 

 

Yom Ha’atzmaut/Israeli Independence Day and Passover celebrations at CSI;  
Spring Colors Nature Walk:  Coming this Spring.  

REGISTER HERE 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:mensclub@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/mens-club.html
mailto:mensclub@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/torah_on_tap_20230105
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RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE  

The Resettlement Committee has been busy this 
month.  On December 6th we picked up our 
Ukrainian refugee family at Newark Airport and 
brought them to their new home in Ossining.  The 
apartment was thoughtfully furnished by CSI 
members.  The family was thrilled with their new 
home. They truly cannot believe how fortunate 
they are. 
 
So much has happened since their arrival!  The 
family has had a lot of warm, welcoming  visits. 
Resettlement volunteers  have taken the family on 
tours of their neighborhood, to the Opportunity 
Shop, Ukrainian food shopping, and so much 
more.  Together with committee members’ 
support they have filled out appropriate health 
forms and applied for government benefits.  
Andrii started a new job in an autobody shop (his 
chosen profession), walking distance from his 
home.  Mykyta started at Ossining Middle School.  
Our wonderful CSI ESL tutors have done a few 
“Family ESL” classes. Katia will start an intensive 
ESL class at Westchester Community College in 
January.  All this progress because of the support  
of the CSI community. 
 
Traditional Ukrainian Christmas is celebrated on 
January 6.  When one of our Committee members 
(in the process of converting to Judaism) asked 
them how they celebrate, they described 
decorating a “real” Christmas tree at home in 
Mariupol and attending church services. This CSI 
member took the family to All Saints Church to 
pick their own tree. The church donated a 
beautiful tree that sits proudly in their living 
room with additional newly selected ornaments 
from the Opportunity Shop.  Another committee 
member has volunteered to drive the family to 
Christmas services at the Ukrainian Church in 
Yonkers.    
 
With CSI’s generosity, support and kindness, the 
family is on their way to having a joyous first 
Christmas as they make a new life here in the U.S.  
 
 

Meanwhile, our Afghan family continues to thrive.  
A. has been working at the same job for almost 8 
months and is happy and appreciated at work.  
The family has had countless ESL lessons, grocery 
trips, outings, and has caught up on necessary 
medical and dental services.  After attending CSI 
summer camp, the 3-year-old began attending 
daycare in Briarcliff.  She is blossoming in the 
school environment.  
 
The K family is approaching their one-year 
anniversary of living in Briarcliff with CSI support.  
Their lives have been forever changed by the 
loving, thoughtful, and dedicated support of the 
CSI community. Under the Community 
Sponsorship model, our goal is to help the family 
transition to independence in about a year.  A lot 
of the current work of the committee is focused 
on this transition.  Many of us will choose to stay 
connected to this lovely family, but our official 
work as a Community Sponsor for this family will 
end this spring. 
 
The Afghan family came to the US under the 
Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program because A. 
worked for the US military in Kabul.  Currently, 
there is an Afghan Adjustment Act before 
Congress that would provide permanent 
residency status in the US.   Your help is needed to 
support this act.  If you’re interested in learning 
more about how you can help advocate for SIV 
applicants, please visit the HIAS website. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with this 
effort in any way.  As a community, we have given 
a new start to two families fleeing hardship and 
oppression.  
 
Julie Peskoe & Abbe Marcus 
Resettlement Committee Co-Chairs 

https://hias.org/events/siv-101-introduction-special-immigrant-visas/
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PRIDE COMMITTEE 

Our next meeting is 
Tuesday, 1/10  

at 7:30pm.  
 

For more information or to 
join our committee,  

contact  
Suzanne Haber.  

 
A big white party bus took a group of 38 people from CSI to a matinee on 
Broadway on Erev Chanukah to see Leopoldstadt.  The scenes of opulent 
Vienna before WWII were beautiful and filled with a family of assimilated well-off 
Jews (like us), and even some who had converted to Christianity.  We quickly 
learned that Hitler didn’t care. If someone had Jewish grandparents, they were  
to be destroyed and their possessions taken. The last scene described most of 
their endings -  in Auschwitz and other such places of death. Based loosely on 
the life of Tom Stoppard, the playwright, the character of Leo (who grew up in 
England ignorant of his family history) is among the very few family members 
who survived. 
 

We then had ten blocks to decompress from this sad Holocaust story. When we got to Ben’s 
restaurant after the show, we ordered delicious Jewish 
food including latkes, and lit the Menorah and sang the 
blessings together to celebrate Chanukah.  
A satisfied group was returned to CSI around 9pm by a 
wonderful bus driver.  
 
- Cheryl Katz 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

THIS MONTH’S  
TORAH ON TAP IS  
CO-SPONSORED  
BY THE CSI PRIDE  

COMMITTEE.  
 

THURSDAY,  1/5  
AT 7:45PM.  

LGBTQ+ & JUDAISM  
TODAY 

SEE PAGE 20 

SAVE THE DATE:  We will gather at CSI on Sunday, 2/5, for a Tu B’Shevat Seder! 
Details to come! 

mailto:shab2@optonline.net
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Join us for a discussion on Sunday, 1/29, from 12 - 1:30pm  

when we welcome Jordana Bel, Geriatric and Palliative Care NP. 
 
Jordana will discuss the need-to-know information in preparing and  
caring for a chronically ill loved one. Topics to be covered include but  
are not limited to: advanced directives, differences between hospice and  
palliative care, assisted living facilities vs nursing homes, and  
conversation starters. Please come with your questions! 
 
  
Jordana Bel is a Geriatric and Palliative Care Nurse Practitioner at 
Phelps Hospital in Tarrytown, where she cares for patients with terminal 
illnesses in the home, outpatient, and hospital settings. Her interests lie in 
optimizing symptom management in terminal illness to give her patients 
the best quality of life, and counseling families on preparing for the  
sequelae of advanced illness.  
 

OPEN TO ALL, BUT REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
SPONSORED BY THE CSI SISTERHOOD 

 
REGISTER HERE PLEASE 

 
◈ Worried Mom or Dad is suddenly failing?  
 
◈ Overwhelmed at the next steps in caring for a chronically  
     ill loved one? 
  
◈ Unsure of how to have difficult conversations - or even what these 

conversations entail? 

SPECIAL PROGRAM AT CSI:  OPEN TO ALL 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/sisterhood_20230129
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Click HERE for  
the web  
calendar. 

https://www.csibriarcliff.org/calendar?date_start=specific+date&date_start_x=0&date_start_date=2022-12-01
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CELEBRANT      DATE          AGE 

Maya Shiovitz Lemonik      13     1 
Yousef Nabi        15   11 
Eli Falah        18   12 

CELEBRANTS              DATE         YEARS  

Barry & Gail Perlow         2   52 
Vladimir & Marina Sukonnik       3   36 
Leonard & Kathleen Levin        3   14  
David & Georgia Keidan     12   54 
Warren & Susan Altwerger     14   50 
George & Heidi Pinsky      15   12 
Stephen & Marsha Ackerman     29   57 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
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Condolences to Mary Refling and Arthur Krakowski on the loss of Mary’s 
sister, Jeanette Hagen. 
 
Condolences to long time member and CSI past president Sharon Richter on 
the loss of her husband, Arnold Richter.  
 
We mourn the loss of longtime CSI member Esther Schwartz.   

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 

Have a Life Cycle event to share?   

We’d love to know about it! 

Email jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org for 

inclusion in the Bulletin.  

mailto:jenniferh@csibriarcliff.org
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DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS - continued 
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DONATIONS - continued 

DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 
 

In memory of Arnold Richter 
 
In memory of Esther Schwartz 
 
In honor of the birth of Aaron Asher, son of Emily Geis  and Oshrie Zak 
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Arthur & Benji Baer * 

Ira & Ellen Eisenstein 

Robert & Francine Goldstein 

Steven & Linda Kavee *  

Irwin & Lori Kavy 

Iris Kazin 

Barry & Janice Kirschner * 

Norman & Michelle Lattman  

Richard & Betsy Rosenblum * 

 

  

Douglas & Rebecca Schiz 

Barry & Gretta Seidel 

Vernon & Debra Weiner 

Eric Wrubel  

Richard & Deborah Yoken *  

Jack Zinn & Darlene Fairman *  
 

*Denotes donations 
$500 or greater. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
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61 Greeley Avenue,  
Chappaqua 
914 483 4144 
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John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

