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Matanah, the Gift Shop at CSI, is here to help! 
We invite you to a virtual shopping night 

Wednesday December 2nd starting at 7pm 
See page 15.

 
 

The CSI community is always here to help neighbors in need.  
Please see page 2 for details about this year’s 

Christmas Dinner plan.   

 

 

 

 

SEE PAGE 13 

 
Religious School  

Chanukah Drive-In.  
See page 10 

 



Page 2 Congregation Sons of Israel December 2020 

 

Congregation Sons of Israel 
1666 Pleasantville Road 
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510 
Phone:  (914) 762-2700 
Fax: (914) 941-3465 

www.csibriarcliff.org 
info@csibriarcliff.org 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
(adopted 1999, revised 2007): 
Congregation Sons of Israel is an 
egalitarian, Conservative 
synagogue dedicated to impart-
ing Jewish values and traditions 
from generation to generation in 
a welcoming participatory 
environment.  We are a caring 
community committed to lifelong 
Jewish learning, the observance 
of mitzvot, meaningful prayer 
and charitable deeds.  We 
promote spiritual, cultural and 
social connections within our 
community, to the State of Israel, 
and to Jews worldwide. 
 
 
Rabbi Steven C. Kane 
Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org  
Cantor Jeffrey Shiovitz 
jshiovitz@gmail.com 
Educational Director: 
Naomi Elyachar 
naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 
Synagogue Director: 
Ellen Green Johnson 
ellen@csibriarcliff.org 

OFFICERS: 
Clare Rosen, President 
President@csibriarcliff.org 
Robin Ginsberg, VP 
Jill Greenstein, VP 
Mark Rosenberg, VP 
Fred Schulman, VP 
Bob Margolies, Treasurer 
Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org 
Marc Auslander, Secretary 
Steve Bender, IPP 

The annual Thanksgiving Turkey Drive for the Star of 
Bethlehem Church in Ossining was a huge success.   

THANK YOU to everyone who bought turkeys and generously 
donated money for turkeys.  They were distributed to local 

residents at the Church on Wednesday before Thanksgiving.   
C-Town Ossining Manager, Edwardo, sold us turkeys 

 AT COST so we could  make our money go as far as possible.   
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Tom and Donna Hannan  

for coordinating this drive! 

 
 
 

For decades now CSI has served a hearty and festive  
Christmas Day Dinner for our neighbors at  

First Presbyterian Church in Ossining.  The CSI community 
has generously given their time, expertise and monetary 
donations to ensure the success of this warm, wonderful 

 and necessary program.  
 

This year due to the pandemic, we are unable to  
host an  in-person celebration.   

The need, however, is greater than ever.  
 

In order to help meet this need, we have arranged with 
Orfinos a local  Briarcliff restaurant,  

to provide over 200 boxed meals to be distributed  
at the church on Christmas Eve.  

 
Your support will make this  necessary program happen.   
 
 
 
 

Questions?  Please contact Robin Ginsberg 
Or Melissa Kogan, Co-chairs.   

KINDLY DONATE HERE 

http://www.csibriarcliff.org
mailto:info@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:jshiovitz@aol.com
mailto:ellen@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:President@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:robamg@optonline.net
mailto:mailtomrk1023@aol.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/social-action-committee.html
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FROM THE RABBI 
Steven C. Kane 

We often think of Chanukah (yes, that's how 
I spell it) as a children's holiday. After all we 
have added presents to the already child 
friendly parts of the holiday such as spinning 
the dreidel and enjoying sufganiot (jelly  
donuts; I regard latkes equally an adult food). 
If you ask most children what their favorite 
Jewish holiday is, they will inevitably answer, 
"Chanukah". It is the one holiday where they 
can participate fully. While they may not 
have the patience to sit through an entire  
Pesach seder, taking a few minutes to light 
Chanukah candles and then open presents 
is something they certainly have the time for.  
 
Yet with all that Chanukah certainly has a lot 
to say to adults. The most prominent symbol 
of Chanukah is of course the Chanukah  
menorah which is a stark reminder to us of  
Jewish history. It was the Menorah in the Bet 
Ha-Mikdash (Temple) in Jerusalem that the  
Syrian-Greeks (also called Seleucids)   
desecrated. It was the Menorah which was  
ultimately recaptured and rededicated by  
Judah Maccabee. It was that rededication 
that began the celebration of Chanukah and 
produced the famous story about the one 
cruise of oil lasting eight days. More than 
Chanukah itself, the Menorah represent-
ed our people's constant struggle against 
forces greater than us. It stood in the Temple 
in Jerusalem until it was taken by the  
Romans during the war that lasted from 67-
70 C.E. We know this not only from Jewish 
sources, but also from Roman sources, in 
particular the Arch of Titus which depicts in 
its marble stone carvings the Menorah being 
brought back to Rome once the Temple was 
destroyed. The Menorah is our most endur-
ing symbol of Jewish independence and is 
today the official symbol of the State of  
Israel. 
 
 
 
 

Amidst the particular symbolism of the Meno-
rah is the universal symbolism of lights. As 
we all know, this time of year has the short-
est amount of daylight. (Indeed it is not a  
coincidence that other religions also feature 
lights this time of year-just look out your  
window- though as far as I know Judaism is 
the only religion that makes the kindling of 
lights a religious obligation.) The lighting of 
candles on Chanukah was a statement of 
faith, a belief, that although it feels as though 
darkness is enveloping us, light will ultimate-
ly return. Of course this a statement not only 
about the lack of sunlight. It is about all  
difficult times, which like the darkness 
will also ultimately pass. 
 
I write this as we are on the precipice of 
emerging from the darkness of the past nine 
months. Right now while it seems like dark-
ness may overcome us, Chanukah reminds 
us that soon light will begin increasing once 
again. It seems that in the coming weeks, 
and certainly the coming months, we will be 
able to dispel the darkness that the  
coronavirus has brought to us and to the 
world. What better way to symbolize this 
than the lighting of the Chanukah Menorah? 
 
Our children may enjoy the games, toys and 
food, but we should remember that  
Chanukah is for us adults too. It is both a  
reminder of our own history as Jews, and a 
universal symbol of light and freedom. For 
everyone that's something worth celebrating. 
 
L'hitraot, 
 

 

 

Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:Rabbi@csibriarcliff.org
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CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz 

     So you think you know everything there is to know 
about Chanukah? Below is some information you may 
not know. Get ready for 16 illuminating facts (take two 
for each day) about the holiday. 
 
1.Though Judah Maccabee was one of the great 
military leaders in Jewish history, no one really knows 
the meaning of his name. 
 
2. Chanukah, along with Rosh Hashanah, is a best 
seller for the country’s largest greeting-card company, 
Hallmark Cards. Hallmark sells more cards for 
Chanukah and Rosh Hashanah than any other Jewish 
holidays. But do they sell Chanukah cards, or Hanukah 
cards, or Hanukkah cards? Whatever you are looking 
for, you’ll find it. To accommodate preference for the 
various spellings, Hallmark produces cards that have 
the name written in many ways. 
 
3. Although today we are clear on exactly how to light 
the Chanukah candles, the Talmud recounts that the 
schools of Hillel and Shammai were quite divergent in 
their views on the matter. The House of Shammai 
argued that one should light 8 candles the first day, then 
decrease with each day of Chanukah. On the other 
hand, Hillel said that we should light a single candle on 
the first day and increase each day thereafter. Of 
course, that’s what we do today. 
 
4. Judah Maccabee died near Elasa, but don’t look for it 
on a map. Scholars have yet to identify exactly where 
that was. After Judah’s death, his brother carried his 
body to the family tomb at Modi’in where he was buried. 
Today, Israeli families often celebrate the holiday by 
meeting at Modi’in to light giant torches, which they take 
to villages throughout the country. 
 
5. During Talmudic times, as a way of publicizing the 
miracle, the rabbis recommended placing the Chanukah 
menorot at the entrance of the house, directly opposite 
the mezuzah. This tradition continued for many years, 
though today most families prefer placing their menorah 
near a front window. 
 
6. In Eastern Europe, Jewish children wore beitel, small 
handmade bags made of fabric scraps. Whenever the 
children visited friends and family on the holiday, they 
would receive a tiny gift of Chanukah gelt to put inside 
their beitel bag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Turkish Jews have a custom of weaving in Chanukah 
candles a few of the fibers where once rested the Etrog 
from Sukkot. At the end of Chanukah, remains of the 
holiday candles are then molded into another candle, 
used to search for chametz just before Passover. 
 
7. The Maccabi World Union, the International Jewish 
sports organization is indeed named after Judah 
Maccabee. But this wasn’t its first name. At the end of 
the 19th century small groups began forming whose 
purpose was to train Jewish youth to become physically 
fit in preparation for the establishment of a Jewish 
homeland in Palestine. Later, all the group united to 
form the Maccabi World Union. But the first such club, 
opened in Turkey in 1895, was called the Israel 
Gymnastics Club. 
 
8. Some Kurdish-Jewish children create a doll in the 
shape of the wicked King Antiochus, and set it on fire at 
the end of Chanukah. 
 
9. Though Chanukah is a relatively minor holiday on the 
Jewish calendar, it is also the longest, lasting 8 days. 
There are no other Jewish holidays that hold that 
distinction: all others are one day (Yom Kippur, 
Shabbat) or two (Rosh Hashanah. Shavuot) or 7 
(Pesach, Sukkot). 
 
10. The Haftarah read on the Shabbat of Chanukah 
ends with these famous lines, “not by might, not power, 
but by My spirit alone, said the Lord.” These words have 
also been made famous by Debbie Friedman. 
 
11. The shammash is included on the menorah for a 
need and not only to beautify the lights. It is there 
because we are not allowed to use one Chanukah 
candle to light another. 
 
12.  Jewish law obligates both men and women to light 
Chanukah candles because all benefited directly from 
the miracle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  
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Jshiovitz@gmail.com 

JEWISH MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES 

Saturday, December 5th at 8pm.  

Program includes musical demonstrations, discussion, 
fun and food (well, bring your own nosh to the 

program)!  

Music of Chanukah: Oldies & Newbies 

REGISTER HERE 

HaMishpacha  virtual program 
Tuesday, December 8th at 12;30pm 

Chanukah Concert featuring Scott Harris 

REGISTER HERE 

13. In Israel, a great menorah sits atop the offices of 
the Knesset and is lit throughout Chanukah. 
 
14.  Chanukah menorot from Spain or Morocco often 
carry this verse: “Blessed are You at Your coming and 
blessed and blessed are You at Your leaving.” (Deut. 
28:6), because of their tradition of hanging the 
menorah near the front door. 
 
15.  Because Chanukah occurred after the Torah was 
written, most of our information about the holiday 
comes from the Book of Maccabees. Josephus, a great 
chronicler of Jewish history, also wrote about the 
holiday but never referred to it as Chanukah. Instead, 
he simply called it lights. 
 
 
From my family to yours, Chanukah Sameach. 

CANTORIAL NOTES 
Hazzan Jeffrey Shiovitz - continued 

mailto:Jshiovitz@gmail.com
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/jmttages
https://www.csibriarcliff.org/event/hamishpacha
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By the time you read this bulletin article Thanksgiv-
ing a la COVID will be over. I hope you were still 
able to reflect on what you are thankful for. In my 
family there are two holidays when forty or more 
gather around the dining room table: Thanksgiving 
and Pesach. For both this year we had large family 
Zooms. At Thanksgiving there were 50 plus of my 
cousins, children, grandchildren and siblings from all 
over the United States. Those living on the West 
Coast, Texas or DC don’t come in every year, but 
this year we were all together. I love my big outra-
geous family and got to “be” with all of them at the 
same time. How beautiful. 
 
At CSI there’s much to be thankful for. We continue 
to be a vibrant community. We are constantly asking 
what CSI can do for you.  Is there a program or activ-
ity that we haven’t thought of yet? We want you to 
feel a connection to CSI and we want to feel a con-
nection to you. 
 
Recently I asked the members of the Executive  
Committee to describe something about CSI that they 
were proud of or distinguished CSI from other syna-
gogues, a program, activity, something spiritual or 
just fun. When we finished listing and describing 
what it was that made us proud of CSI most realized 
what a special place CSI is. 
 
Below are the responses from the Executive  
Committee: 
 
· Our name, Congregation Sons of Israel tells a story 
that CSI synagogue is not just a building, but rather 
the center of Jewish life concentrating on the people, 
not the building. 
 
· CSI is rich in history going back 129 years. But we 
are not stuck in the 20th century. We have grown in 
many ways: moved from the small shul on Waller 
Ave. to our beautiful and enhanced synagogue locat-
ed on 9 acres including a working farm. We have a 
cemetery for our members for no-cost burials. 
 
· We have adapted remarkably well to the COVID-19 
pandemic primarily due to the flexibility of our  
facility. We worked with several task forces to plan 
the safe way to open and reach out to all members. 
Depending upon the weather, our walls (garage 
doors) which surround the sanctuary can be fully 
raised to allow a flow of fresh air. Our interior walls 
can be moved so seating can be appropriately  

socially distanced. We have installed MERV-13 fil-
ters and are in the process of putting PTAC units in 
classrooms. 
 
· Our on-site security is present whenever there are 
services, school and other programs. 
· All staff are annually certified in Active Shooter 
training and Sexual Harassment training. 
 
Spiritual: 
· We hold Minyan three times weekly (Sunday, Mon-
day, and Thursday). 
 
· We have a Kabbalat Shabbat via Zoom (during 
COVID) and in-person on-Farm or in the sanctuary, 
weather permitting. 
 
· We have Friday night Shabbat Services 
 
· On Shabbat: The Rabbi and Cantor are in charge of 
services, but we have many Torah and Haftorah read-
ers (teens to seniors). 
 
· We had well attended High Holiday services from 
Selichot to Simchat Torah (this year 150 attended in-
person services, more than 300 others watched the 
live stream). 
 
· We already had several B’nai Mitzvah and have 
several more planned. 
 
Educational: 
· We have a thriving in person nursery school.  
Because of COVID, the majority of the time classes 
are held on the farm. Parents have celebrated the suc-
cess of this program under our new Early Childhood 
Director, Naomi Elyachar. 
 
 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE·  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 
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We have a remote Religious School under the leader-
ship of Rabbi Kane and Libby Spitzer, Assistant Di-
rector. Parents were surveyed at town halls and via 
paper surveys regarding in-person vs. remote learning. 
Most preferred that instruction be delivered via re-
mote. A new curriculum, Shalom Learning, has been 
embraced by teachers, students and parents. 
 
· We have a broad offering of Adult Education  
programs. We offer weekly Talmud study with Rabbi 
Kane, women’s Torah study with Rabbi Jan Urbach, 
our Rabbi’s Circle brings in world class speakers each 
year. Rabbi Kane teaches a well-attended class called 
“Five Things….” Cantor Shiovitz teaches a number of 
classes featuring Jewish tunes. 
 
· We have a Second-Generation Survivors group for 
those who have family members are Holocaust survi-
vors. 
 
Our Social Action/Responsibility programming and 
activity is also extensive: 
 
· We have several committees that remain active to  
address social issues both at CSI and in the larger  
community. These include: 
 
o Social Action: food for Project Isaiah, Dorot, annual 
coat collection, Homeless Project, and Racial Justice. 
 
Caring Committee: Calls and cards to the ill, arranges 
food for the seriously ill, Shabbat meal following a 
death. 
 
o Random Acts of Challah: Membership Committee. 
We deliver challah and shabbat candles to “random” 
families.   
 
o Farm: while individuals can rent a garden bed for 
personal plantings, our farm grows vegetables, herbs 
and grapes for wine. During the growing season 
there’s a farm stand at least once a week. Each week 
much produce is donated to the Pleasantville Food 
Pantry and 33 families from the Ossining Children’s 
Center with severe food insecurity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o We have a monthly luncheon and program called  
Ha Mishpacha for CSI seniors and those at the local 
assistive living facilities. Several women shop and 
cook approximately 80 meals. 
o There are several intergenerational programs, a win-
win for both the children and seniors. 
 
o Annual Christmas dinner at a church in Ossining for 
the local community will be modified this year, but 
CSI will continue to provide food. 
 
o The Pride committee continues to raise awareness 
and provide education. 
 
Just Social: 
· Sisterhood and Men’s Club: Both have a variety of 
informational and social programs, including book 
clubs and speakers. The Men’s club distribute Yom 
Hashoah candles to every home and has a monthly 
book discussion.  
 
Sisterhood organizes Mishloach Manot  bags for Pu-
rim and manages Matanah, the gift shop of CSI along 
with creative and programming.   
 
· Several times a year the Cantor arranges concerts, 
some with world known musicians. Others are held in 
congregants’ homes, a friendly enjoyable evening. 
 
· Folks enjoy getting together to play bridge and  
mahjong. 
 
· And our new program called Kugel Kindness will 
bring love in a kugel to congregants. 
 
While these all appear to be broad and numerous, there 
are many who have not participated and for that reason 
feel disconnected. This is your synagogue too and 
therefore we want to get you involved.  
 
Please email your thoughts, ideas, concerns to me at 
clayrcsi@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from 
you soon. 
 
Stay well and Happy Chanukah. 
 
Clare E Rosen 
President 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Clare Rosen 

-continued- 

mailto:clayrcsi@gmail.com
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FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Naomi Elyachar 

This is the time of year when we focus on gratitude. This task feels harder than usual this year as there is 
so much uncertainty and tension in the world. A young child’s mind is very egocentric and if we try to 
think like a young child might and keep our thoughts more local than global, there is much to be thankful 
for. When I think about the problems in our country and the world, it is easy to become overwhelmed 
and anxious. When I think about the community that surrounds me, I am instead filled with hope and 
warmth. I will be eternally grateful to teachers—the ones who come to work at CSI and my own 
children’s teachers. I will never forget the fortitude of these individuals who chose to come back to work 
during this challenging year.  
 
I am also thankful to work with the entire community of families at CSI Nursery School. Each family’s 
trust, openness, and willingness to work alongside my staff and me make our school the special place it 
is. We have all had to share our concerns and ideas more this year than ever before and it’s a pleasure to 
have such wonderful families to go through this difficult moment in time with. With the closing of a 
classroom at school, I was able to see more fully the way families banded together to support one 
another during a trying time.  
 
I fully expected to work with the teachers and families as the Nursery School Director, but what I didn’t 
expect was the outpouring of help I would receive from the greater community. The staff and lay leaders 
have been supportive and lent a helping hand every step along the way. Whether an outdoor classroom 
tent needs additional tethering, we need a musician for Shabbat sing-alongs, or our registration needs to 
go digital, it seems that CSI has a volunteer for each task. With such a volunteer driven congregation, I 
never want to ask too much of anyone and have been told repeatedly, “no problem” when we have a 
need at the school. So I wanted to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for everyone who 
passes through our (outdoor classroom invisible) doors and provides support and help along the way. I 
hope in this holiday season everyone in our community is likewise able to think of the people who 
immediately surround them and find much to be grateful for.  
 
Naomi Elyachar 
Nursery School Director 
Congregation Sons of Israel 
Naomi.Elyachar@csibriarcliff.org 

 

 

CSI Nursery School is looking for 

ride-on toys such as those pictured 

here. If you have one you would like 

to donate, please contact Naomi at 

naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org. 

December 24th—January 1st 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Recess 

 

School resumes 

on January 4th 

mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
mailto:naomi.elyachar@csibriarcliff.org
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CSI Nursery School Families: 

 
The Parent's Association has been discussing how to best focus our resources this year as it 
is a year like none other.  Fundraising for programs that may or may not happen due to 
school closings seems a bit out of touch in a time when we all just want our children and 
families to be healthy and in school.  With that said we have decided to just focus on 
supporting our school community.  We delivered care packages to all the families and 
teachers who had to recently quarantine and will be able to do the same if other families 
find themselves in a similar situation.   

We have held off having any social programming this fall due to the rise in COVID cases 
and an effort to keep the community safe.  However, we are talking about ways to get 
together virtually this year and hope to have something planned for the new year.  In the 
meantime, please reach out if you need any support.  

We are all in the same boat this year with the stresses that pandemic life has brought and 
we also share in the choice of sending our children to CSI Nursery School.  Who doesn't 
relate to the constant checking of email to see if today is the day that school is 
closed?  What parent isn't thinking of new ways to occupy our kids’ time when making a 
playdate or even going to a playground seems too much to cope with?  Not to mention the 
impending holidays and struggling with the reality that being with family and friends this 
year is no longer a safe choice.  It is all just so overwhelming!!!  This is temporary and we 
will get through this, and for now we are just so thankful to have school available, and what 
a school it is.  Out teachers never tire of hearing appreciative words from families, so don't 
be shy to reach out with a quick note of thanks. 

Wishing you all safe, happy and healthy holidays and here's hoping we can all be together 
again soon.  We are so thankful to be part of this community. 

Sincerely, 

Your CSI NS Parents Association 
csinspa@gmail.com 

FROM THE NURSERY SCHOOL 
PARENT ASSOCIATION 

We have created a book wish list to help add to 
the Nursery School's library.  We would be so 
appreciative of any books as gifts during this 
holiday season (and beyond!) if you are in a 
position to give.  We would love to expand our 
library to enhance our educational program at 
the school!  

Link to: Book Wish List  

mailto:csinspa@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fWAG3jNeZWT4Cxat4q66_V_FKyiJMo_hBWr1MOZ_rK_vfVM0NU_5X8-ZtO6MDTjDydPTr2CK20hPxaaLeNt2UFl5HcRRnl0stYeuWTZu5LcBjoRed9iTnrhIdK9VKkgycTWYi1L17PM=&c=CRUmaAc9fyab1yY84r6xgHhp1xg0lPE8D4vBzIAsf9H7OOIQw2a41g==&ch=dqMRWqSCf0g3SpS6J3mGmR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fWAG3jNeZWT4Cxat4q66_V_FKyiJMo_hBWr1MOZ_rK_vfVM0NU_5X8-ZtO6MDTjDydPTr2CK20hPxaaLeNt2UFl5HcRRnl0stYeuWTZu5LcBjoRed9iTnrhIdK9VKkgycTWYi1L17PM=&c=CRUmaAc9fyab1yY84r6xgHhp1xg0lPE8D4vBzIAsf9H7OOIQw2a41g==&ch=dqMRWqSCf0g3SpS6J3mGmR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fWAG3jNeZWT4Cxat4q66_V_FKyiJMo_hBWr1MOZ_rK_vfVM0NU_5X8-ZtO6MDTjDydPTr2CK20hPxaaLeNt2UFl5HcRRnl0stYeuWTZu5LcBjoRed9iTnrhIdK9VKkgycTWYi1L17PM=&c=CRUmaAc9fyab1yY84r6xgHhp1xg0lPE8D4vBzIAsf9H7OOIQw2a41g==&ch=dqMRWqSCf0g3SpS6J3mGmRrx0
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Hebrew High School is happening for 8th-12th graders!  
 

We meet every other Sunday from 11:15-12:15. As it gets colder outside, we will move our 
classes inside. Masks will be worn and social distance will be enforced.  

 

December class dates are:  
December 6 and December 20.  

 

Come join us! 
 

Have questions? E-mail Andrea at csiusy@csibriarcliff.org or speak to a USY board 

member! 

• Want METNY updates on your phone? Text @metnyu to 81010 for reminders. 

• Click here to register for upcoming virtual events with USY 

• USY has a limited number of $3,000 RootOne vouchers to help fund teen travel to 
Israel in the summer of 2021.  They’re already over 60% full so if you want to 
travel to Israel with USY, clink the link above to put down your $100 deposit. 

 

Haley Satran - Co-President 
Dina Millerman - Co-President 
Shoshana Daly -  Social Action Tikkun Olam VP 
Daniel Satran - Israel Affairs VP 
Benjamin Millerman - Membership Kadima VP 

USY/KADIMA—Andrea Bromberg, Advisor 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Come join us for our Chanukah Drive-In on Sunday December 13th from 10:00-11:30am.  

Families will meet at the CSI parking lot for a fun Chanukah Sing-
Along with Brian Gelfand, a community candle lighting (bring your 
own Chanukah menorah [Chanukiyah] or use this virtual Chanukiyah 
as we light our CSI Chanukiyah), fun gift bags, and more - all from the 
safety of our cars!  
 

Together, we will share the Chanukah lights and celebrate as a 
community. 
 

Religious School Families, please let us know by December 6th by if you will join us, so we 
can prepare for everyone! Email: Libby.Spitzer@csibriarcliff.org 
 

Rabbi Kane 

Libby Spitzer 
Assistant Education Director 

THERE IS NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ON THE 
FOLLOWING DATES FOR WINTER BREAK: 

• December 27 
• December 29 

• January 3 

mailto:csiusy@csibriarcliff.org
https://www.regpack.com/reg/templates/build/?g_id=100901855
http://www.virtualmenorah.com/vm/
mailto:libby.spitzer@csibriarcliff.org
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The Ossining Food Pantry is seeking our help feeding our hungry neighbors.  Currently they distribute 
bags of food on Tuesdays from 12pm-2pm at the Trinity Church in Ossining.  Three or four volunteers 
are there each week, and they are looking to add to this crew.  (You wouldn’t have to be there every 
week if there is a positive response.)  We could help them at this existing time or, better yet, help 
them institute a new time slot to serve people.  Social distancing applies.  The system is in place; we’d 
just help to make it happen.  This is a great way to enhance our longtime commitment to the Ossining 
Food Pantry.  

If you would like to be involved in this effort or other social action projects, contact Judy Boehr (914-
762-1984)  (tanglewoodtoots@juno.com) or Janis Golubock (jgolubock@yahoo.com). 

CARING COMMUNITY - Judy Boehr Chair 

We don’t see each other in person very much these days, but that doesn’t mean we don’t 
care.  The Caring Community continues to respond to our congregants’ needs.  A phone 
call when you’ve had a loss,  a check-in for seniors and others who need a friendly hello, 
and delivery of delicious meals if you are sick are just a few of the ways we reach out to 

help.  If you have a caring need, let the office know or contact Judy Boehr. 

We are hoping to broaden our committee membership to help spread good cheer within 
our community.  The time commitment is small, but the rewards are great.  Join us! 

Contact  Judy  Boehr (914-762-1984)  tanglewoodtoots@juno.com. 

mailto:tanglewoodtoots@juno.com
mailto:jgolubock@yahoo.com
mailto:tanglewoodtoots@juno.com
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MEN’S CLUB  

Our next book club meeting is on Tuesday, December 8th.   

We are reviewing  Say Nothing by Patrick Keefe.   

Contact Alan Grotenstein for further information. 

agrotenstein@gmail.com  

PRIDE COMMITTEE - Suzanne Haber, Chairperson 

THE CSI PRIDE COMMITTEE is closely aligned with an organization 
named Keshet which works for the full equality of all LGBTQ Jews and 
our families in Jewish life. Keshet equips Jewish organizations with the 

skills and knowledge to build LGBTQ-affirming communities, create 
spaces in which all queer Jewish youth feel seen and valued, and 

advance LGBTQ rights nationwide.   
 

Next Meeting:  December 8th, 7:30pm 

IN THE CSI COMMUNITY 

+ 

TREASURER’S MESSAGE - Bob Margolies 

Tax-Savvy Year-End Giving Strategies 
 

Please consult your personal financial or tax advisor for additional information. 
 
STOCK: Giving appreciated stock that you have owned for a least a year provides a double tax 
benefit. You can qualify for a charitable income tax deduction and avoid capital gains tax you 
would owe if you sold the stock yourself. 
 
CASH (SPECIAL 2020 TAX BENEFITS): If you itemize, you may claim a charitable income 
tax deduction of up to 100 percent of adjusted gross income for cash gifts. Non-itemizers may 
claim a tax benefit for cash gifts up to $300. 
 
IRA QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (QCD): If you are at least 70 1/2 years 
old, you can make gift directly from your IRA, up to $100,000 each calendar year, and exclude the 
amount of the QCD from your gross income for federal tax purposes. 
 
DONOR ADVISED FUND (DAF): If you have a DAF, you qualified for a charitable income tax 
deduction when you made your gift to your DAF. Now put your gift into action. Consider estab-
lishing a DAF for your charitable contributions. 

mailto:agrotenstein@gmail.com
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE - Barbara Schoenfeld, Chairperson 

 

Please join us for a virtual Show & Tell on Sunday, 12/6 at 3pm. 
 

Come just for the company or, if you wish,  
you can participate by sharing a Chanukah memory or  

by showing a treasured piece of Judaica. 
 

For ALL ages. 
 

Let's spread some beautiful and much-needed  
Chanukah light together! 

 
For further information please contact 

Barbara Schoenfeld. 

The concert on Nov. 15 with sibling performers, Lisa Stein and Matthew Stein,  
was a great success!  Everyone enjoyed the afternoon with a variety of music and instruments.  

There were about 100 people who attended virtually. 

mailto:BSchoenfeld11@gmail.com
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SISTERHOOD BOOKCLUB 

Sunday, January 24,2021 
from 4:00-5:30 pm via ZOOM 
"Exile Music" by Jennifer Steil 

 
 
 
 

Based on an unexplored slice of World War II history, Exile Music is the captivating 

story of a young Jewish girl whose family flees refined and urbane Vienna for safe 
harbor in the mountains of Bolivia  

 
Gorgeous and lyrical, Exile Music captures the delicate rhythm of one girl's 
coming of age while driven by war and exile. Heart-wrenching, tender and 
powerful." —Jean Kwok, New York Times bestselling author of Searching for 
Sylvie Lee  
 
“This riveting, elegantly rendered coming-of-age story sheds light on the community of 
Jewish refugees who found sanctuary in La Paz, Bolivia. With vivid historical details 
and unforgettable characters, Exile Music captures the heartbreak of exile, the painful 
scars of survival, and the redemptive power of art.” 
—Amy Gottlieb, author of The Beautiful Possible  
 
 

 
 

Please RSVP to Roberta Bar-Levav rbarlevav@gmail.com  

mailto:rbarlevav@gmail.com
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President: Robin Ginsberg  * Treasurer/ Financial Secretary: Sharon Richter * Recording Secretary: Beth Levine 

Corresponding Secretary/ Bulletin : Marion Jablansky * Membership: Annleah Berger * Mah Jongg Chair: Cheryl Katz 

Gift Shop: Merrie Daitch/Robin Ginsberg/ Jill Greenstein/ Marion Jablansky/ Sharon Orenstein 

www.wlcj.org 

SISTERHOOD NEWS   

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN SISTERHOOD! 
 
 

Please mail a check for $36.00 ($54 for non-CSI members) payable to: CSI SISTERHOOD. 
to Annleah Berger, 10 Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. 10510.  Please include your name, address, 

email address and telephone number. 
 

Sisterhood is offering complimentary membership to any CSI members or s 
chool families who have not previously joined Sisterhood. 

Please contact Robin robsamg@optonline.net 

Matanah, the Gift Shop at CSI,  
invites you to a virtual shopping night 

Wednesday December 2nd starting at 7pm 
 

Chanukah starts December 10th! 
 
Menorahs, dreidels, puzzles, games, 
jewelry, Judaica, serving pieces, candle 
sticks, kitchen accessories, Chanukah 
socks, candles, The Maccabee on the 
Mantel, leggings, even a Chanukah Covid 
mask! 

Sisterhood volunteers will be in the Gift 
Shop showing lots of items via Zoom. You 
can let us know through Zoom's chat 
function if you would like to make a 
purchase. 

Payment can be made by check or credit 
card.  

 
You can either pick up your purchase (s) at CSI or a volunteer will drop it/them off at 
your home.  
 

Shop while supporting CSI. Open to all.      ZOOM LINK. 

Questions?  Contact Robin Ginsberg.  

mailto:robsamg@optonline.net
mailto:Robsamg@optonline.net


Page 16 Congregation Sons of Israel December 2020 

 

denotes donations of $500 and above. 
It is not too late to donate!   
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3pm 

RS Chanukah 
Drive-in 10am 

JITN 11:30am 

HaMishpacha 
Chanukah 
Concert w/Scott 
Harris 12:30pm 

Second 
Generation 
Survivors 7:30pm 

Pride Committee 
7:30pm 

JITN 11:30am 

JITN 11:30am 

JITN 11:30am 

JITN 11:30am 

/NO RS NO RS 
RS = Religious School 
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MINCHA DECEMBER 5th:  
SAMANTHA WANCIER  
My name is Samantha Wancier, and on 
December 5th I will be called to the bimah as a 
Bat Mitzvah.  I will recite my Torah portion, 
Vayeshev, and help lead the service in prayer 
and song.  I was born in New York City and have 
been living in Briarcliff Manor since I was 8 
months old.  I live with my mother, father, two 
brothers, and dog.  I attend Briarcliff Middle 
School, and I am in the 7th grade. After school, I 
enjoy soccer, piano, and hanging out with my 
friends.  
 
I have been a dog lover as long as I can 
remember, and I have always wanted to spend 
time with them.  I asked for a puppy for every 
birthday and Hannukah since I could speak.  On 
August 19th, 2017, I got my dog P.J. from a 
special adoption event at the SPCA shelter in our 
town.  P.J. came from a high kill shelter in 
Mississippi, and I cannot imagine my life without 
him.     
 
I have always wanted to spend time with and 
help dogs. When I became old enough to 
volunteer at the SPCA, I took the required course 
and began visiting shelters and reading to dogs.  
I have been baking peanut butter and oatmeal 
treats and bone shaped cookies for the shelters 
and really enjoyed spending time with all of them.  
I was getting ready to help with adoption events 
and hoping to eventually help care for them and 
walk them.  Sadly, once the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit, all in-person events and opportunities were 
canceled.  It has been very difficult to find things I 
can do since.  I still bake treats for the dogs, and 
I am collecting items to donate that the shelters 
need.  No matter what, I will continue to do 
everything I can to help.   
 
I am very grateful to everyone who has helped 
me get to this point.  I started coming to CSI 
before I could walk or speak, and I began school 
here when I was only 18 months old.  It’s been 
twelve years! I’d like to give thanks to all of the 
teachers here, and especially to Rabbi Kane and 
Cantor Shiovitz for helping me prepare for my big 
day.  I would also like to thank my friends and 
family for your continued support during this long 
journey.  The day is almost here, and I am so 
excited to finally become a bat mitzvah! 

DECEMBER 19th:   
EVA MILLERMAN 
Hi, my name is Eva Millerman. I live in 
Chappaqua with my mom, dad, older sister, and 
older brother. I am so excited for my Bat Mitzvah 
on December 19, 2020. Learning all of the 
prayers, my Torah portion, and the Haftarah has 
taught me that if you want to be good at 
something you need to work hard. Outside of 
school, I love playing lacrosse with my friends. 
Iam on two teams, Greeley Youth Lacrosse and 
a club team called the Yellowjackets. I also am 
on the Club Fit Briarcliff swim team.   
 
For my Mitzvah Project, I decided to make cards 
for people who were sick with Covid-19, doctors 
and nurses working during the pandemic, and 
people at elderly homes. Over quarantine, I 
wrote 50 cards to people with Covid-19. I wrote 
thank you letters to doctors and nurses at 
Lawrence Hospital, where my dad works. I also 
made a banner for them thanking them for all of 
their hard work. Over the summer I made 100 
cards with positive messages to send to Atria, an 
elderly home in Briarcliff Manor. The residents at 
the home are unable to see anyone due to their 
high risk for Covid-19. These cards were meant 
to make them feel less lonely, cheer them up, 
and make their day. It was very fun and relaxing 
to sit down every day and take a little time to 
write cards and perform a Mitzvah. 
 
I would like to thank Cantor Shiovitz, Rabbi 
Kane, my Hebrew School teachers, my family, 
and my friends for supporting me and helping me 
reach this amazing day. I can not wait for my Bat 
Mitzvah! 

OUR DECEMBER B’NOT MITZVAH 
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CELEBRANTS    DATE YEARS 

Benjamin & Pamela Newman     4 16 

Seth & Deena Kornblau      6 23 

Stuart & Stacy Halper                     7 29 

Eric & Lisa Nadler   10 25 

Ira & Lisa Schwartz   10 20 

Jeffrey & Ilene Calderon   13 28 

Giora & Karen Payes   15 19 

David & Jewel Weiss   16 31 

David & Lisa Zimmerman  17 26 

Jeffrey & Robyn Shiovitz   18 37 

Jonathan & Erica Kolbrener  18 26 

Joshua Diamond &   Zhanna Glazenburg 19 27 

Gary & Bette Slutsky   22 58 

Sid & Joan Schneider   22 52 

Paul Kalman  & Betty Balsam  22 47 

Richard & Betsy Rosenblum  26 49 

Thomas & Donna Hannan  31 26 

Celebrant                    Date            Age 

Eva Millerman 13  13 

Henry Schiz  24     3 

Aubrey Licht  25     7 

Aiden Parker  30   10 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
Condolences to:  CSI Past President, George Yankwitt ( Adrienne z"l) on the loss of his son, Ian.  

Condolences to:  Robert Wolf on the loss of his mother, Joan Schneider Wolf.  Joan was the daughter of 

CSI past president Benjamin Schneiderman. 

Condolences to: Robert Wolf on the loss of his son, Jamie.   

Condolences to:  Ellen Freeman on the loss of her husband,  long-time CSI member Jack Freeman. 

Condolences to:  Suzanne Haber on the loss of her mother, Martha Heller. 

Condolences to: Ron Hawson on the loss of his mother, Lorraine Hawson. 

Condolences to:  Clare Rosen on the loss of her brother, Phillip Rosenberg. 
 

Speedy Recovery to: Michael Frey.   
 

Mazal Tov to:  Jeanette Liu-Falah & Asaf Falah on the B’not Mitzvah of their daughters Leah and Yael. 

Mazal Tov to:  Romina and Mark Wancier on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Samantha.   

Mazal Tov to: Pamela and Benjamin Newman on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Bradley.   

Mazal Tov to:  Ekaterina Milchtein and Konstantin Millerman on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Eva.   

Mazal Tov to:  Karen and Allen Saperstein on the birth of their grandson, Oliver James Guinn.  Oliver is 

the son of Paige and Robert Guinn. 

Mazal Tov to:  Ali and Phil Edelstein on the birth of their grandson, Frey Jean Perrotte.  Frey is the son of 

Marcy & Travis Perrotte. 

Mazal Tov to: Ali & Phil Edelstein on the October marriage of their daughter, Kate, to Dillon Gross.  

Mazal Tov to: Jason Eidlitz on receiving the 2020 Stanley Stern Exemplary Service Award from FJMC 

Hudson Valley Region.  

Mazal Tov to: Rebecca Zinn, the FJMC Hudson Valley Region 2020 Youth of the Year.  

Mazal Tov to: Richard Langeloh, the FJMC Hudson Valley Region 2020 Man of the Year. 

Mazal Tov to:  Irwin Kavy for winning The  Solomon Schechter Ernest L. Rothschild Award  
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CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Thank you to Cantor Shiovitz       Suzanne & Neal Haber 

 

CARING COMMUNITY FUND 

In memory of Stuart Wetzler      Elaine & Evan Wetzler 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Clare Rosen 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Debbie & Elliott Barish 

In memory of Martha Heller      Roberta & Richard Kay 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg      Debbie & Elliott Barish 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg      Lesley Kaufman 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg      Susan Wattenberg 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg      Eleanor & Michael Frey 

 

ABRAHAM COHEN/FRED STARLER MEMORIAL TZEDAKAH FUND 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Helen Chuckrow & Richard Langeloh 

 

JEFFREY DITTELMAN/ROBINOV CAMP RAMAH SCHOLARSHIP FUND (OVERNIGHT) 

In Memory of Ian Yankwitt      Faye Dittelman & David Perelman 

Speedy recovery to Michael Frey     Faye Dittelman & David Perelman 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Bryan & Michael Sweedler 

In memory of Beverly Raskin      Sharon Dittelman 

In memory of Jeffrey Dittelman      Sharon Dittelman 

 

ETZ CHAIM  - TREE OF LIFE FUND 

In memory of Alfred Ashley      Rochelle & Marc Auslander  

In memory of Alfred Ashley      Beth & Marc Roth  

In memory of Fay Lewin      Sharon & Gilbert Balog  

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Marnie & Mark Rosenberg  

Thank you to the Membership Committee    Janice & Steve Rappaport 

In memory of Albert Perlman      Ronnie Kent 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Margie & Mike Kirsch 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Lois & Joseph Gottlieb 

In memory of Arthur A. Herman     Ali & Phil Edelstein 

In memory of Martha Heller      Clare Rosen 

In memory of Martha Heller      Rochelle & Marc Auslander 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg      Marnie & Mark Rosenberg 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg      Susan Lerner 
 

RACHEL GREENSTEIN CHILDREN’S RESOURCE LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt      Marilyn & Bob Margolies 

In honor of the birth of  Frey Perrotte     Debbie & Elliott Barish 

In memory of Martha Heller      The Roth Family 

DONATIONS  
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GILBERT KAVY MEMORIAL BUILDING FUND 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt     Bernie & Bella Jacobson 

 

IRA KESTENBAUM BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

In memory of Laura Kay     Roberta & Rick Kay 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt     Roberta & Rick Kay 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg     Judy Rosof 

 

MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt     Judith Jay 

In memory of Helene Brown     Dean Brown  

In memory of Ralph Berger     Annleah Berger 

 

MITZNER FAMILY SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS FUND (LEV/SHADOWS) 

In memory of Phillip Rosenberg     Beth & Marc Roth 

   

ORGANIC FARM FUND 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Lisa & Eric Nadler 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Rochelle & Marc Auslander 

In memory of Ian Yankwitt     Bette & Gary Slutsky 

In honor of the birth of  Frey Perrotte    Francine & Robert Goldstein 

In memory of Martha Heller     Marilyn & Bob Margolies 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Judy Rosof 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Karen & Barry Malmet 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Terri & Howard Gould 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Brett Paschke 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Toni & Seth Bernstein 

In memory of Jack Freeman     Eleanor & Michael Frey 

 

PRAYER BOOK FUND (Etz Chaim Chumash) 

In memory of Alfred Ashley     Helen Chuckrow & Richard Langeloh 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Thank you to Rabbi Kane     Amy & Sherman Alpert 

In honor of the birth of Oliver James Guinn   Karen & Allen Saperstein 

In memory of Rabbi Richard Thaler    Stephen & Lorraine Abramowitz & Family 

In memory of Shirley Thaler     Stephen & Lorraine Abramowitz & Family 

Thank you to Rabbi Kane     Helen  Chuckrow & Richard Langeloh 

In memory of Murry Lewin     Sharon & Gil Balog 

Thank you to Rabbi Kane     Suzanne & Neal Haber 

DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND FROM RABBI STEVEN & JUDY KANE 

 
In Memory of Alfred Ashley 

In Memory of Ian Yankwitt 

In Memory of Martha Heller 

In Memory of Lorraine Hawson 

In Memory of Jack Freeman 

In Memory of Phillip Rosenberg 

 

In Honor of the birth of Oliver James Guinn, grandson of Allen & Karen Saperstein 

In Honor of the birth of Frey Jean Perrotte, grandson of Ali And Phil Edelstein 

Kol Nidre Appeal donations from November 1st  - November 25, 2020.   
(*) indicates donations of $500 and above.  

 

Anonymous (*) 
Alan & Daphne Crosswell 

Sharon Dittelman 
Marshall & Rosanna Frank (*) 

Alan & Joan Gordon  
Todd Greenberg  

Henry & Susan Hartman 
Arthur Krakowski & Mary Refling (*) 

Andrew & Susan Morris 
Cal & Phyllis Neider 

Jay & Arlene Neveloff (*) 
Richard & Betsey Rosenblum (*) 

Allen & Karen Saperstein  
John & Barbara Palefsky 

Joshua Parker & Debra Kittay-Parker 
Barry & Gretta Seidel 

Gail Sider 
Michael & Bryna Sweedler 

Alan & Joanne Suna (*) 
Adam & Marnie Tihany (*) 

Richard & Deborah Yoken (*) 
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General & Cosmetic 
Dentistry for Adults 

and Children 

 
61 Sunset Drive 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 
 

Hi-tech Dentistry  
with a Caring Touch! 

 

(914) 941-1890 

 

John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 
Proudly Serving CSI and its 

community for over  
20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      
 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          
 www.hudsonlandscapes.com 
86 Millwood Road Millwood,  

N.Y. 10546 

http://www.hudsonlandscapes.com

