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Congregation Sons of Israel 
THE MYERS FAMILY CAMPUS 

CONTINUING THE VISION — BUILDING OUR FUTURE 

AUGUST 2020 
11 Av - 29 Elul 

SPECIAL ONLINE EDITION 

 

Let’s prepare for the High Holidays… 
Thank you to our High Holidays Task Force and to  

our Reopening Task Force who are deeply  
committed to providing opportunities for  

participation in a wide variety of  
online and socially-distanced  

in-person activities.   
 

Program flyers begin on page 8. 
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Our Membership Committee, chaired by Roberta Bar-Levav,  
welcomes new participants. Would you like to help in our efforts to  

engage and retain our members? Can you share ways to  
attract new members to the CSI community?  

 
Let’s hear from you!  Contact Roberta at: 

RBarLevav@gmail.com  

CSI volunteers enable us to do so many wonderful things! 

We will be loaning High Holiday prayer books  to members  
who wish to worship from home.  Can you help?   

 
Volunteers are needed to number the books, keep track of who has 

them and deliver to those who are unable to pick up.    
Community Service hours given to teens.   

 
Please contact Clare Rosen at: Clayrcsi@gmail.com   

mailto:RBarlevav@gmail.com
mailto:Clayrcsi@gmail.com
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August Farm Update 
submitted July 24, 2020 , by Ryna Lustig 

 
July and August start the big months of harvest 
that we have all been waiting so patiently for.  
Tomatoes of all kinds.  Flavorful and plentiful.  
Different varieties of zucchini, crunchy cucum-
ber, herbs and leafy greens, garlic and peppers.  
We will see about our eggplant this year.  And 
we are trying a few new things - just for fun… 
like celery and brussel sprouts.  The challenges 
of growing food means that every year will bring 
surprises - good and bad.  All of our baby  
Apples and Pears were stripped off the trees 
except for one individual Bosc Pear.   My theory 
is that squirrels got to the trees one night and 
made off with all the immature fruit.  Trying to 
find a solution to that for next year will be tricky.  
So far the grape vines look wonderful so we  
remain cautiously optimistic!  And did I mention 
the delicious tomatoes? 
 
Happy to report that our group of high school 
and college interns has settled in nicely.  The 
farm stand that they run is open every Tuesday 
from 11:00 to 1:00.  The produce is picked fresh 
that morning and the shopping experience 
couldn’t be easier and safer.  The mini-
greenhouse is near completion which will allow 
us to start some mid-season seeds in a more 
controlled environment.  Thank you to David 
Levitt, farm manager supreme, for his patience 
and skill in organizing the team to assemble the 
greenhouse. Thank you to Emma Schifrin 
(chicken whisperer) for taking time to stop in 
and talk to the interns about the joy and chal-
lenges of raising chickens.  Thank you to Aaron 
Stern (grape/wine connoisseur) who stopped by 
to explain some of the fun in growing grapes 
and for teaching all of us how to properly prune 
the grape vines.  Thank you to John Chambal 
(creativity with ingredients seems limitless) for 
encouraging the interns to come into the  

kitchen, pickle green tomatoes, try out a tomato 
soup recipe, homemade pizza and develop  
other sauces and stocks using our own ingredi-
ents.   Lastly I had a fun time teaching the in-
terns about the benefits of using native or near 
native plants in the landscape.  We planted a 
new pollinator friendly garden in the community 
garden area - just inside the gate.   We hope to 
slowly, over the years, integrate the baby self-
seeded plants into the existing beds throughout 
the CSI property.  I think everyone enjoyed the 
variety of activities and learned a lot. So a BIG 
thank you to our interns for offering up their time 
this summer.   
 
Looking forward: 
 
We always could use help tying up the tomato 
plants!   
 
Our bird houses need to be opened and cleaned 
and re-hung.   
 
Any crafty people in the community?  We have a 
few projects in mind and spaces in need of out-
door signage.   
 
Hoping to have a video and/or still photographic 
journal of the farm as it changes throughout the 
year. 
 
Email me with any questions - happy to see new 
faces (even if they are masked).  
  
Rynalusitg@gmail.com 

 

OUR DONATIONS: 82 lbs. of tomatoes were  
donated to the Pleasantville Food Pantry.  
 
50 pounds of tomatoes & 45 lbs. of yellow 
squash were donated to the Ossining Children's 
Center.  

mailto:Rynalustig@gmail.com
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Have you created your account in ShulCloud?   

It is not complicated at all and will enable you  
full access to your CSI account.   

 
 See your financial history 
 Pay bills 
 Make donations 
 
Need help?  Contact Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org  

Thank you to those who have already paid all or part of  
their 20/21 Membership Fees.   

 
We ask that all CSI member families show support  

of the synagogue  community by making these  
payments in a timely way. 

mailto:Treasurer@csibriarcliff.org
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A MESSAGE FROM BOB MARGOLIES,  

CSI TREASURER: 

 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF WAYS TO PAY CSI!  MANY 

OF OUR MEMBERS DONATE STOCK OR USE DONOR 

ADVISED FUNDS.  

 

This is not meant to be professional tax or  
legal advice. It is highly recommended that you consult 

your tax adviser, estate planner and investment advisor to determine if this is the right move for 
you.  
 

Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) - Taxpayers over 70½ are required to withdraw IRA 

funds to meet a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD). The money you contribute using a QCD is 

not included in your adjusted gross income on your tax return, a better option than listing the dona-

tion as a simple charitable contribution.  

 

Donation of Stock - If you have stock in your investment portfolio that has greatly appreciated 

over time, you can donate it and get a deduction on your tax return for the fully appreciated value.  

 

Donor Advised Fund (DAF) - A donor-advised fund (DAF) is a program of a public charity that 

allows donors to make contributions to the charity, become eligible to take an immediate tax  

deduction, and then make recommendations for distributing the funds to qualified nonprofit  

organizations on their own timetable. With charities that have donor-advised fund programs, you 

can make irrevocable contributions to the charity, which establishes a DAF on your behalf.  

 

Please contact Ellen for information about the  

ways in which these types of donations and payments are handled at CSI.   

 

 YOUR HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED: We request 

that all credit card payments for membership, 

building fund and tuition in any amount over $200 

include 3% to help cover our costs.   

mailto:Ellen@csibriarcliff.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
C/L = Candle 
Lighting Time 
  

SOUNDS OF 
ELUL STARTS 
ON 8/21 AND 
CONTINUES 

THROUGH THE 
MONTH OF 

ELUL 

    
  

  
  
  
  

  1                                 11 AV 
Shabbat Morning 
Services on site AND 
STREAMED at 9:30am 

  
Va’etchanan 

Shabbat Nachamu 

2               12 AV 
  
  
9:15am 
Minyan 
  

3           13 AV 4                  14 AV 
  
  
  

7:30pm 
High Holiday 

Task Force 

5             15 AV 
  
  
  

7:30pm 
Re-opening 
Task Force 

  

6            16 AV 
  
  
8am 
Minyan 
  
7:30pm 
R.S. Focus 
Group 
  
  

  

7                         17 AV 
  

9:30am Welcoming 
Shabbat with Brian 

Gelfand 
  
Kabbalat Shabbat on 

the Farm 
(AND ZOOMED) 

6:30pm 
  

C/L 7:46pm 

8                                  18 AV 
  
Shabbat Morning 
Services on site AND 
STREAMED at 9:30am 
  

  
  

  
  

Ekev 

9               19 AV 
  
  
9:15am 
Minyan 
 

  
  

10       20 AV 
  
  
8am 
Minyan 
  
7:30pm 
Membership 
Committee 
 

  

11               21 AV 
  
11am 
Zoom Challah 
Baking 
With Jill Green-
stein 

12           22 AV 
  
  
  

13           23 AV 
  
  
8 am 
Minyan 
 

 
  
  
  
  

  14                    24 AV 
  

9:30am Welcoming  
Shabbat with Brian 

Gelfand 
  
Kabbalat Shabbat on 

the Farm 
(AND ZOOMED) 

6:30pm 
  
C/L 7:36pm 

15                                 25 AV 
  
Shabbat Morning 
Services on site AND 
STREAMED at 9:30am 
  

  
  
  
  

Re’eh 

16             26 AV 
  
  
9:15am 
Minyan 
  
11am Zoom 
Sisterhood 
Music Program 
  

17        27 AV 
  
  
8am 
Minyan 
 

  
  

18               28 AV 
  
  
  
  
  
7:30pm 
Zoom Executive 
Committee 

19           29 AV 
  

20             30 AV 
  
 
8 am 
Minyan 
  
7:30pm Zoom 
Poetry with Neil 
Schluger 
 

  

21                    1 ELUL 
  

9:30am Welcoming 
Shabbat with Brian 

Gelfand 
SOUNDS OF ELUL 
STARTS TODAY 

Kabbalat Shabbat on 
the Farm 

(AND ZOOMED) 
6:30pm 

  
C/L 7:26pm 

22                               2 ELUL 
  
  
Shabbat Morning 
Services on site AND 
STREAMED at 9:30am 
  

  
  
  

Shoftim 

23          3 ELUL 
9:15am 
Minyan 
  
10 – 11:15am 
Restorative 
Yoga & Medita-
tion 
With Nannette 
Wasserman 
  
2pm Cooking 
With Dara 
Mirsky. 

24      4 ELUL 
  
8am 
Minyan 
  
7:30pm 
Three Things 
with Rabbi 
Kane 
“Strange and 

Unusual Rosh 
HaShanah cus-
toms from 
around the 
world. 

25             5 ELUL 
  
  
7:30pm 
Zoom Board 
Of Trustees 
  

26        6 ELUL 
  

27          7 ELUL 
  
  
8am 
Minyan 
  
7:30pm Zoom 
Poetry with Neil 
Schluger 

 

28                    8 ELUL 
  

9:30am Welcoming 
Shabbat with Brian 

Gelfand 
  
Kabbalat Shabbat on 

the Farm 
(AND ZOOMED) 

6:30pm 
  

C/L 7:16pm 

29                              9 ELUL 
  
Shabbat Morning 
Services on site AND 
STREAMED at 9:30am 
  
  
  

  
  

Ki Tetze 
  

30        10 ELUL 
  
  
10 – 11:15am 
Restorative 
Yoga & Medita-
tion 
With Nannette 
Wasserman 
  

31   11 ELUL 
8am Minyan 
  
7:30pm - Three 

Things with 
Rabbi Kane 
“Parents sacri-
ficing their chil-
dren: Why we 
read Genesis 21
-22 on Rosh 
HaShanah”. 
  

          

https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
https://zoom.us/j/943212475?pwd=QlBrVzZkWiswc2ZWNlJPRjhPYkU0dz09
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JillGreenstein9@gmail.com 

mailto:Jillgreenstein9@gmail.com
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Neil Schluger 

mailto:Neil.Schluger@gmail.com
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Zoom Link 
If you need further  
information, Email Ellen 

https://zoom.us/j/93637827340?pwd=Q3ZIK1hUZENPUDF1V0t3U2JtSjQvUT09#success
mailto:Ellen@csibriarcliff.org
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ZOOM LINK 

If you need more information 
please email Ellen  

https://zoom.us/j/94974538127?pwd=b3dIcklqYTQvMGE2Ymd6T1RtV0J1QT09
mailto:Ellen@csibriarcliff.org
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RSVP Dina@csibriarcliff.org 

mailto:Dina@csibriarcliff.org
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soniakleinman@hotmail.com 
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ZOOM LINK 

https://zoom.us/j/98342032222?pwd=RDZJNmZnTjF4OEl1emgyVXYyajRrZz09
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A wonderful FAMILY program! 
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Thank you to all who participated in our "Honey from the Heart" fundraiser. (The fundraiser 
is ongoing although the free shipping period has ended). 
 
Thanks to the support Sisterhood receives from the congregation for our fundraisers, we 
have notified the CSI Board of Trustees that we are able to fund a new LED outdoor lighting 
project which includes motion detectors. This is an important  
component of CSI's new enhanced integrated security system. It also will provide substan-
tial operating cost savings.  
 
Sisterhood will also be funding the remainder of the installation of decorative  
boulders around the remaining security perimeter of the building. 
 

 

 

SISTERHOOD  

Our first event for the year, "Welcome Back, Sisterhood"  
Sunday, August 16 at 11am  

With musical performer, Lisa Stein. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisa is an avid community builder. As a singer,  
cellist, and composer, she has created and currently 
leads multiple singing communities, including a Jewish 
a cappella group and a nigun circle.  
 
She is studying Music and Religion at Wesleyan  
University, where she performs operatic, classical 
South Indian, experimental, Renaissance, and  
Jewish music. Lisa has spent her time in quarantine  
recording and releasing her first album, Sonic Salve, 

cooking lots of vegan alfredo pasta, studying Jewish farming, and leading  
virtual programs for adorable children! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Zoom link will be emailed prior to the event. 

 
RSVP to Robin Ginsberg 

Lisa is sharing her talents at no 
charge to CSI but asks that you 

consider a donation to  
Feeding Westchester.   

mailto:Robsamg@optonline.net
https://feedingwestchester.org/donation-page/


Page 20 Congregation Sons of Israel August 2020 

 

 
SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM 

2020/2021 
 
 
 

 

Being a member of CSI Sisterhood is… 
 
◈ About making friendships while enhancing your personal development 
 
◈ About being respected for your individuality while being part of a group that shares the same goals 
 
◈ About supporting CSI and each other 
 
◈ About being a member of the Women’s League of Conservative Judaism network 
 
◈ Your membership is vital to help our Sisterhood accomplish the many programs and goals that we 

undertake through the year.  
 

CSI MEMBER ANNUAL DUES: $36 
NON-MEMBER ANNUAL DUES: $54 

 
Checks should be made payable to CSI Sisterhood  

 
Please send this form along with payment to:   

 
Annleah Berger 

10 Charlotte Court, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510  

 

NAME:________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

SISTERHOOD  
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DONATIONS  

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of Allan Carl Cohn     Lisa, Steven, Jared & Sarina Cohn 

In memory of Seymour Stiffman    The Stiffman Family  

In honor of the engagement of David Shiovitz & Gina Hotz Margie & Mike Kirsch 

In memory of Charlene Newburg    The Stiffman Family  

In honor of the engagement of David Shiovitz & Gina Hotz Elizabeth & Alan Legatt 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Elizabeth & Alan Legatt 
 

CARING COMMUNITY FUND 

In memory of Evelyn Cohen Zuckerman Horowitz  Sheera & Richard Zuckerman 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Bella & Bernie Jacobson 

In memory of Paul Kazin     Iris & Joel Kazin 

In memory of Goldie Glick     Shelley Glick & Steve Saper 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Roberta & Doron Bar-Levav 

In memory of Donald Davis     Gail Sider 

In honor of the engagement of David Shiovitz & Gina Hotz Sonia & Paul Kleinman 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Sonia & Paul Kleinman  

In memory of Herbert Berger     Elaine & Evan Wetzler 

 

JEFFREY DITTELMAN/ROBINOV CAMP RAMAH FUND 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Helene & Adam Rude 
 

 

ETZ CHAIM  - TREE OF LIFE FUND 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Bess & David Steiger 

In memory of Anna Chuckrow     Helen Chuckrow & Richard Langeloh 

In honor of Benjamin Millerman’s Birthday   Ekaterina Milchtein & Konstantin Millerman 

In memory of Lucy Kirshenbaum    Helene & Adam Rude 

In memory of Harvey Ginsberg     Robin, Samuel, Michelle & Alexander Ginsberg 

In memory of Abraham J. Levine    Annleah Berger 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Francine & Robert Goldstein 

In memory of Ruth Herman     Ali, Phil & Kate Edelstein, Marcy Perrotte 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Marilyn & Bob Margolies 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Helen Chuckrow & Richard Langeloh 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Maryann & Jerry Nadler 

In memory of Sylvia Chubinsky     Deborah & Leonard Chubinsky 
 

RACHEL GREENSTEIN CHILDREN’S RESOURCE LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of Sidney Selsky     Jill & Jonathan Lerner 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND 

In memory of Herbert Berger     Annleah Berger 

In memory of Ida Berger     Annleah Berger 

In memory of  Donald Davis     Annleah Berger 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Annleah Berger 

IRA KESTENBAUM BEAITUFICATION FUND 

In honor of the birth of Elliot Saul Taffet   Janice & Barry Kirschner 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Roberta & Rick Kay 

 

RHODA & MEL MILLER  TUITION ASSISTANCE FUND 

In honor of the birth of Elliot Taffet    Gayle & Jay Waxenberg 

In memory of Rhoda Holzer     Gayle & Jay Waxenberg 

In memory of Mollie Glassberg     Iris & Joel Kazin 
 
 

ORGANIC FARM FUND 

In memory of Ben Lustig     Iris & Joel Kazin 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Margie & Mike Kirsch 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Eleanor & Michel Frey 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Lois & Fred Schulman 

Thank you for the Organic Farm Internship Program  Mara, Greg & Hannah Mortman  
 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Debbie & Elliott Barish 

In memory of Allan Carl Cohn     Lisa, Steven, Jared & Sarina Cohn 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Marnie & Mark Rosenberg 

In memory of Harvey Polcek     Myrna Bailenson 

 

STUDY IN ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Susan & Eric Leibert 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Susan & Michael Thrope 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger    Gail Sider 

 

DONATIONS TO THE ORGANIC FARM FUND MADE BY JUDY & RABBI STEVEN KANE 

In honor of the engagements of David Shiovitz & Gina Hotz 

In memory of Martin Rotter 

In memory of Donald Davis 

In memory of Charlotte Schluger 

In honor of the birth of Elliot Saul Taffet 

In honor of the birth of  George Leo Gitlin 

In memory of Lucy Kirshenbaum 

DONATIONS - CONTINUED 

ANNUAL EVENT FUNDRAISER, TREE OF LIFE DONATION:  

Debbie & Elliot Barish 
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August Wedding Anniversaries 

Date Celebrant               Years 
 
2 Debra & Vernon Weiner   41   
3 Joan & Fred Weinstein   40   
3 Michelle  & Michael Korzen  36   
4 Lauren & Lee Zaretzky   19   
4 Ann Tappert & Brian Gelfand    7   
6 Hagit & Gil Barzilai  41   
6 Rachel & Jonathan Gerstein 14   
8 Ruth & Harold Ossher   38   
8 Jennifer Freedman & Josh Glaser 19  
8 Vicki & Harvey Klein   14   
8 Robyn & Adam Rabinowe   10   
9 Mindy & Howard Berkower  33   
9 Rebecca Indibi & Rebecca Kapahi    5   
11 Karie & Jeffrey Miller   36   
12 Cathy & George Zimmerman  41  
12 Lauren & Robert Benjamin  19   
13 Jennifer & Keith Hentel   25   
16 Caren Shapiro & Ronald Spring   34   
16 Linda & Edward Kaye  33   
17 Francine  & Robert Goldstein  40   
17 Ali & Philip Edelstein   34   
18 Pamela & Jordan Schiffman  29   
19 Bonnie & Steve Fenster  36   
19 Evy & Brian Rosen   31   
19 Amy & Sherman Alpert   30  
  
 
 

 
Date Celebrants               Years 
20 Gladys & Marvin Gimpel   65   
20 Susan & Kenneth Sankin   42   
20 Lisa & Larry Honigman  32   
20 Kelly & Isaac  Aframian   20   
22 Eleanor & Michael Frey   55   
22 Karen & Barry Malmet  49   
22 Randi & Chad Ramer   21   
25 Marion & Ray  Sader  63   
25 Barbara & Michael Schneck  29   
26 Arlene & Jay Neveloff   48   
26 Joan& Alan Gordon   41   
26 Meryl & Jeffrey Mitzner   30   
27 Denise & David Levine   53   
27 Shelley & Neil Harwayne  53   
27 Celiane & Mark Silverstein  19   
27 Faye Dittelman & David Perelman  14  
29 Debra Kittay-Parker & Josh Parker  38  
29 Mara & Gregory Mortman  27    
30 Bonnie & John Le Var    50   
31 Ellen & Stuart Kahan   35   
31 Andrea & Robert Minkoff   24   
31 Milana Flusberg & Scott Kornberg  12  
  
    

       

Mazal Tov to: Barbara & Bruce Silverstein on the birth of their grandson,  George Leo Gitlin 

Mazal Tov to:  Jane & Richard Taffet on the birth of their grandson, Elliot Saul Taffet. 

 

Condolences to Rosalyn Rappaport in memory of her sister, Lucy Kirshenbaum. 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS 
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General & Cosmetic 
Dentistry for Adults 

and Children 

 

61 Sunset Drive 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 

 

Hi-tech Dentistry  

with a Caring Touch! 

 

(914) 941-1890 

 

John R. Gualtiere 

Owner 

Hudson Landscapes 

Proudly Serving CSI and its 
community for over  

20 years 

 Lawn Maintenance Programs 

 Tree Care Services 

 Complete Landscape Design and 

              Installations 

 Irrigation Systems Installed and  

              Maintained 

 Masonry Services – Patios, Walkways, 

              Walls, Outdoor Kitchens 

 Excavation and Site Services 

 Drainage Specialists 

 Custom Fertilization Programs for      

 Lawns and Trees 

 Snow Removal 

(914) 923-9107          


