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LOOKING FORWARD TO:




 LULU FIELD SCHOLAR-
IN-RESIDENCE

JANUARY 20-22, 2023



 CGOH GALA IN MAY





MAH JONGG MONDAYS



MITZVAH DAY



HANUKKAH



1/20/23 SOUP SHABBAT
RETURNS DURING

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
WEEKEND




OUR GATES ARE OPEN

We're Here!



Services and Programs
remain In-Person and Virtual.






Our Gates Are Open     
In-Person & Virtual
Connected & Safe

Jammies & Jeans
5:30 P.M. FIRST FRIDAY OF
THE MONTH FOR FAMILIES
WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

TALMUD STUDY

TORAH STUDY

ZENOBICS TAI CHI
EVERY MONDAY
AT 6:30 P.M.
ON ZOOM and IN PERSON

WEEKLY EVENTS WITH RABBI
MATT: IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL

EVERY THURSDAY AT 12:00 P.M.

EVERY SATURDAY AT 9:00 A.M.

ALL VIRTUAL PROGRAMS 
ARE HELD BY ZOOM.

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 
ARE LIVE-STREAMED

AND IN-PERSON



VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.cgoh.org for 

access to our virtual and 
live-stream offerings.

SHABBAT SERVICES
IN-PERSON & LIVE-
STREAM EVERY FRIDAY 
AT 7:00 P.M.

12/1 Sisterhood Speaker: Thursday, December 1, 7;30 p.m.
Anthropologist, Brenda Rosenbaum & Ellen Auerbach will discuss
"Women Among Us".
12/2 Jammies & Jeans:  Friday, December 2, 5:30 p.m. Children's
Shabbat followed by pizza & mac n' cheese for the families.
12/4 Brotherhood Speaker & Breakfast: Sunday, December 4, 10:00
a.m., Dr. Al Magid will speak about his friendship with a leader of China.
12/5 Mah Jongg Mondays begin ~ 1:00 p.m. when the office is open,
so is a table to play Mah Jongg- bring your set and enjoy!
12/8 Red Cross Blood Drive at CGOH: Thursday, December 8 from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
12/11 Mitzvah Day: Sunday, December 11 at 11:30 a.m. Join us to learn
about organizations we can help with our time and/ funds, eat lunch
while learning, & get a cool T-Shirt to wear as you volunteer and
represent CGOH.
12/12 Sisterhood White Elephant Re-Gift event
12/14 Alicia Jo Rabins speaks about her book- Zoom only
12/18 Chanukah on Jay: 2:30 - 4:00 across from City Hall
12/21 Teen Night-  Winter Solstice Evening: 6:00-7:30 p.m.
12/21 Life & Legacy Chanukah Dinner: 5:30 p.m.
12/23 Family Hanukkah Dinner: Friday, December 23 at 6:00 p.m. join
us for Mona Golub's famous latkes.
12/26 Office Closed

1/2/23 Office Closed
1/5,12,19, & 26 Art Workshops continue: 10:30 a.m. - Noon
1/6/23 Jammies & Jeans: Friday January 6, 5:30 p.m. Children's Shabbat
followed by pizza & mac n' cheese for the families.
1/8/23 Brotherhood Speaker & Breakfast: Dr Carlos Cotto Jr., the
Assistant Superintendent of Innovation, Equity, and Engagement for the
Schenectady City School District.
1/8/23 Sisterhood Book Club: In Person & Zoom
1/9/23 Sisterhood General meeting: Discuss future plans-Zoom
1/16/23 Office Closed MLK Day
1/20/23 The Return of the Soup Shabbat: Friday, January 20 at 6:00
p.m. to raise funds for SiCM - Schenectady Community Ministries.                        
We need volunteers to make soup. Please contact Arnie.
1/20-22/23 Lulu Field Scholar-In-Residence Weekend

December 2022

January 2023

Planning Ahead ... Thursday, May 4, 2023
Gates of Heaven Gala Celebration

Mark  your calendars to join us on Thursday, May 4, 2023 to celebrate the
27th year of Rabbi Matt Cutler as the spiritual leader of Congregation Gates
of Heaven and to recognize Del & Randy Salmon as awardees of the Rabbi
Michael Szenes Humanitarian Award. 








FROM OUR RABBI



REDEDICATE YOURSELF TO YOURSELVES
THIS HANUKKAH!




RABBI MATT CUTLER ~ MCUTLER@CGOH.ORG

The word "Hanukkah" means "dedication." The focus of the holiday is the rededication of the sacred space. As
Ecclesiastes wrote, “There is nothing new under the sun.” It is appropriate at this season that we rededicate
ourselves to the sense of the sacred. Maimonides taught that since the Temple has been destroyed, we are to
create a mikdash me’at—a sanctuary within the self. So as we prepare for Hanukkah, let us rededicate
ourselves to ourselves! May each night be a source of personal dedication for an aspect or value that we
should seek to foster in the months and year ahead. May the Hanukkiah serve as an apercu of sorts, a
reference point that is illuminating to our behavior. 

Hanukkah lasts eight days. Here are eight focal points for us, one for each night: 

1. Health: Each morning, our tradition encourages us to say blessings to acknowledge with gratitude that we
are alive. The bracha states thanks to God for creating our body with skill and praises God that openings that
are supposed to open work and those not meant to open do not! If we take this blessing to the next level,
make a pledge to yourself to go for a check up to the doctor, commit to exercise—basically, take care of
yourself. 

2. Diet: Traditional Jews are mindful of what they eat as they try to live with the essence of Kashrut, Jewish
dietary laws. They are onto something—let’s pledge to be more mindful of how and what we eat. If you are like
me, the nervous eating habit has me unconsciously eating. As my wife states, I am on a see-food diet…. I see
food, I eat it. One way to address this is taking a conscious pause before we eat. Perhaps reciting the
appropriate food blessing will instill a mindful sense of eating. 

3. Self-spiritual-care: A physician-friend taught me about being in the here-and-now vs. concerned about the
future. Each releases a chemical response. The satisfaction about being in the moment releases
endocannabinoids within us that makes us more relaxed, while thinking about our to-do list releases a
dopamine rush that gives us energy but also anxiety. Spending a few minutes each day to center ourselves
can help. Meditate. Pray. Just relax and let the mind be. If you need some guidance on this, let me know. We
have some good coaches in the congregation and I have some good resources that can help. 

4. Learning: A century ago, the Zionist leader Ahad Ha’Am said that learning was the key to our survival. Our
personal intellectual growth is essential for healthy living. So—study and learn something. Listen to a podcast.
Read an article or a book.— maybe even my weekly Torah commentary that shows up in your email in-box.
Don’t be stagnant. Grow. Learn. Thrive.

5. Work on relationships: Former Massachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas said: “On their death bed, no one
ever said that they wish they had spent more time in the office.” While our vocations and livelihood are very
important, so is our family. Remember to put them first. If you need a reminder of this, read the local
obituaries. Vocations get a few words but those whom a person loved fills up most of the space. So practice
what is going to be the final word about you—cultivate and enjoy your bonds within your family.
 



Josh Cooper-Ginsburg 

Director of Administration and Operations

FINDING MEANING IN
DEDICATION

Having recently attended the annual conference of the National Association of Temple Administrators
(NATA); I have been reflecting on a seminar with Mark Jacobson, Executive Director of The Temple in
Atlanta, Georgia, and Brian Rissinger, Executive Director of Keneseth Israel in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania.
Together, they hold 80 years of experience serving their congregations in a professional position of
leadership. They shared with me their perspective, experience, and appreciation of their work, further
confirming my motivation to serve this congregation and our community, in this professional capacity. I
greatly value the partnership I share with Rabbi Matt and Arnie, which allows each of us to best serve our
membership and leadership in ways that are meaningful to each of us and to each of you. The
collaborative and welcoming environment our administrative assistants, Tammy and Michelle, have
developed in the synagogue office have made this past year a terrific experience as we make our way
back from pandemic restrictions and expectations. As we continue to maintain standards of health and
general safety in the building, we are excited to see more people returning to in-person activities and we
are eager to greet you at the door.

When I started in my role as Director of Administration and Operations here at Congregation Gates of
Heaven last December, my first day was on the last day of Hanukkah. As such, I dedicated myself to
serving this congregation and I am glad to rededicate myself to this purpose for another year. This
means I am available to you in the office for any information you may need on how to engage in the
temple and how to support Gates of Heaven, from a financial or spiritual standpoint.  More specifically, I
intend to dedicate myself to healthier living and finding new ways to improve myself each and every day,
for my own benefit, for the benefit of my family, and for the benefit of our congregation.

6. Cherish your friends: Simple enough—“love your neighbor as yourself,” that is Torahs reminder to us
as well as God’s command. Make friends dear to you and then they will fall under the category of #5
which is listed above! 

7. Be a part of the community: No person should live as if they are an island. All living organisms are
interdependent on their environment as well as other living entities. For us, it is defined by community.
Volunteer in it. Engage it. Cast your Vote. Share your voice and your ideals. Listen to others. Construct a
plan for a better tomorrow in some way shape and form; then take steps to do it. 

8. Practice Tsedakah: This is more than charity. It is justice. Give for certain but live your life so that you
see the face of God in everyone you interact with to ensure human dignity. May you emerge from
Hanukkah with a greater dedication to yourself and how you interact with the world.

May God bless you in such an endeavor!

CHAG ORIM SAME’ACH!!





I am proud to be a part of this forward-thinking, inclusive congregation and I am proud to serve in the
role I have chosen as my vocation, and glad it has chosen me as well. If we haven’t yet met, I invite
you to join me at the synagogue for a cup of coffee and a snack (yes, we have delicious oneg
leftovers regularly!) so we can get to know each other better and so you can help me to learn your
needs and the skills which make you an asset to our congregation. I look forward to working with you
to make this coming year at Gates of Heaven better than ever. 

Chag Sameach!

                   
Life & Legacy…Chanukah Dinner



The members of the Life and Legacy Society will be gathering on Wednesday, December 21st at
5:30, the 4th night of Chanukah for our annual Chanukah Dinner. There IS light at the end of the
pandemic, and we look forward to celebrating the season of lights together.

Dinner will be Ed’s latkes, turkey and side dishes. If you have a favorite Chanukah dish that you’d
like to share, let Paula know and we’d be happy to include it. 

 Life and Legacy giving supports our congregation for future generations. We are so appreciative
of the 68 commitments that have been made over the last 4 years. These dedicated congregants
are helping to ensure that our community will be lighting candles together for years to come. We
are happy to welcome folks who are interested in learning more about our program.
 
Please contact Paula at metzner.paula@gmail.com to RSVP or for any questions you have about
Life and Legacy.




mailto:%20metzner.paula@gmail.com




Hanukkah Sameach, Y’all           by Ina Fried

As you light your Hanukkah candles, imagine yours is one of fewer than two
dozen Jewish households in a town of 20,000 people. That was my reality
growing up in Greenwood, Mississippi, in the 1950s and 1960s.

When I began elementary school, I was one of two Jewish children in my
grade. In one of the other elementary schools, my grade had three Jewish
children, of whom two were my cousins. In Aaron’s grade, 30 miles away in
Indianola (population 8,000), his cousin was the only other Jewish child. 

My two older sisters and I enjoyed Hanukkah. Of course, we looked forward to eight nights of gifts. When they heard
about that custom, our non-Jewish friends envied us. But the gifts were usually small toys, a hollow plastic dreidel
filled with chocolate gelt, or even tangerines, which were newly developed in Florida in the 1950s.

To celebrate the holiday, we placed a blue and white Star of David above the dining room door, and we made
construction-paper chains to hang from the dining room ceiling. Every evening before supper – the Southern term
for the evening meal – we recited the Hebrew blessings and took turns lighting colorful candles in the silver
menorah. My parents placed the menorah on the dining table in front of windows that faced the street. The curtains
were open so that the light was visible to passers-by.

At supper, potato latkes carried on another Hanukkah tradition. We ate ours with applesauce, not sour cream,
because supper was usually fleishig – beef or chicken. My family kept kosher at home, with all the meat arriving
frozen, shipped from Chicago packed in dry ice.

We sang “Maoz Tzur” and played dreidel at home and at Sunday School. About 30 children from Greenwood and
surrounding even smaller towns attended Sunday School at Ahavath Rayim, the last orthodox synagogue in
Mississippi. Aaron and his siblings were among children who carpooled from as far as 50 miles away. (We started
dating when I was 16 and he was 18.)

A smaller group attended the reform temple’s Sunday School. Yes – there were two Jewish congregations in
Greenwood. Now, the reform temple no longer exists. At Ahavath Rayim, a cousin leads services once a month for a
handful of remaining members.

During Hanukkah, my sisters and I took little tin menorahs to school and talked to our classes about Hanukkah and
the Maccabees’ fight for freedom of religion. Unlike our granddaughter’s school holiday programs in Niskayuna,
there were never any references to Hanukkah at the school Christmas program.  The Jews of Greenwood didn’t try
to hide their Jewishness. In any case, that would have been difficult when downtown was sprinkled with businesses
named Gelman’s, Goldberg’s, Kantor’s, Kornfeld’s and Stein’s. Although Aaron recalls being called anti-Semitic slurs,
I was not aware of any violence toward Jews in Greenwood or Indianola.  

The Ku Klux Klan and White Citizens’ Council were preoccupied with other matters, such as the Freedom Riders and
civil rights marches around the courthouse.

Jews in other Southern towns were not as lucky. In 1956, The temple in Atlanta was bombed. In 1967, a synagogue
and rabbi’s home in Jackson, MS, were bombed. In 1968, the reform temple in Meridian, MS, was bombed. The
suspect was arrested with a box of dynamite in the yard of a prominent Jewish businessman, my mother’s first
cousin.

As the Jewish children of that time period grew up, most of us moved away, and most of the small Jewish
congregations in Mississippi closed. One of my Sunday School classmates established the Museum of the Southern
Jewish Experience in the 1980s, to preserve the artifacts and history of small Jewish communities across the South.
In 2000, he expanded into the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life, which conducts Jewish
educational programs for congregations in the South. In 2021, the Museum reopened in New Orleans, displaying
more than 4,000 items from 13 Southern states.                                                      See photo on back cover with more info!



Cinema Circle—movies are often a mirror image of society and can be inspirational
and expand our basic knowledge of the world and attitudes around us.
Adult Bar/Bat/B Mitzvah Circle—it is never too late to become a Bar/Bat/B Mitzvah.
Whether you studied Hebrew years ago or starting from scratch, this can be an
extremely meaningful opportunity to spark a new relationship with Judaism. 
Dance Circle—dance is journey. Improve your technique and meet new friends.
Dayenu Circle—join a nation-wide movement of small groups of Jewish people
working on climate action.




Gates Circles - Renewed Opportunities



Gates Circles are congregant-led small groups which meet on a regular basis or just
once or twice. These self-reflecting affinity groups serve to intersect shared interests
and Jewish values. Gates Circles provide a safe and nurturing community within our
community and participants experience meaningful connections and powerful personal
growth. Here are a few ideas:






What would you like to share with others?  Please volunteer! Pick your topic.
We are looking for willing facilitators to lead a small circle. This can be a one-time
meeting or an ongoing gathering. We offer necessary ingredients to make your get-
together successful. The staff will help you with sign-ups and reservations if needed,
promotion and more. Email Arnie at arotenberg@cgoh.org or call the synagogue office
and let us know what you would like to do. 




 CGOH Brotherhood Update



Brotherhood is off and running with another year of active programming. During the Summer,
we attended a Tri-City ValleyCats game together with the Congregation Beth Emeth
Brotherhood. This Fall we assisted with the CGOH cemetery clean-up; sponsored the Temple’s
Break-the-Fast; and raised the sukkah for Sukkot. In October, we had our first in-person
breakfast meeting since 2020! We also arranged a program, in the sukkah, with Cantor Ze’evi on
connecting music to liturgy. Our breakfast/speaker & Zoom programs have included Town of
Niskayuna developments; therapy dogs and dog training; and a discussion on a friendship with
a member of China’s ruling elite. 

Coming up in 2023 is a lecture on the puzzle of the Jewishly observant non-believer; Jewish
humor; and a presentation on the development and success of Music Haven. We hope you will
join us!

mailto:arotenberg@cgoh.org


Volume 12

More information will be
available on our website
www.cgoh.org or in the 
"What's Happening at

Gates" newsletters as the
event grows near.

Our Scholar-in-Residence
for the weekend is 
Rabbi Seth Limmer, DHL

Rabbi Seth M. Limmer, DHL, is the founder of Open
Judaism, committed to promoting interfaith work for
justice and peace. During his rabbinate he has served as
chair of the Justice, Peace & Civil Liberties of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis, as vice-chair of the
URJ’s Commission on Social Action, as dean of faculty for
Eisner and Crane Lake Camps, as adjunct professor at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, and
currently serves As the Vice President of Leadership of
the CCAR. 

On behalf of his lead role in organizing the Reform
Movement’s participation in the NAACP’s 2015 America’s
Journey for Justice, Rabbi Limmer accepted the Rabbi
Maurice Eisendrath Bearer of Light Award, the highest
honor of the URJ. Author of many articles, 2016 saw the
publication of his first full-length book, Medieval
Midrash: The House for Inspired Innovation.  Rabbi
Limmer also served as co-editor of Moral Resistance and
Spiritual Authority, published by CCAR Press in 2018. 

In 2021, Rabbi Limmer was appointed to serve on the
Illinois State Commission on Discrimination and Hate
Crimes, and was a founding member of the Faith Leader
Social Justice Advisory Committee to the Mayor of
Chicago. Rabbi Limmer has served as Senior Rabbi of
Chicago Sinai Congregation and Congregation B’nai
Yisrael of Armonk, NY.

CGOH hosts a Lulu
Field Scholar-in-
Residence weekend:
January 20-22, 2023

It begins with 5:45
p.m. Soup Shabbat
on January 20

Friday evening
7:00 p.m. Rabbi
Limmer will
discuss Building
Beloved
Community in a
World of Justice

Saturday morning
9:00 a.m. 
Torah Study  &
Continental
Breakfast

Saturday
afternoon 
4:00 p.m. 
Seudah Shlishi
program, light
refreshments

Sunday morning
10:00 a.m. Light
Breakfast & Lulu
Field Lecture



Mah Jongg Mondays

Want to play Mah Jongg?

Congregation Gates of Heaven is pleased to offer up space 
in our Sisterhood - David Hatkoff Room. 
1:00 every Monday (that the office is open).
Check our website calendar to verify dates.

So far, December & January dates are on the CGOH website.
Let us know if you are interested but need an alternate 
time or day of the week.

OUR TEMPLE FAMILY

Ally Mayo (daughter of Shari & Richard) got engaged to Gregory Cimerman.
Julia Kronick (Steve & Carrie's daughter) got engaged to Shaynne Rodriguez.
Roland & Amy Ozols on the recent marriage of Sarah Ozols to Derek Edwards.
Rabbi Matt & Sharon Cutler on the recent marriage of Benjamin Cutler to Beckie Hamroff.

We share in their joy and extend warm congratulations to:

Eugene Wells, on the passing of his wife, Sheila Gordon.
Tzinia Balkin, on the passing of her husband, Robert Balkin.
Irwin & Rosalie Margolis, on the passing of their son, Todd Margolis.
David Maisel, on the passing of his mother, Maria Maisel.
Jeffrey & Lisa Frankel, on the passing of their son, Matthew Frankel.
Jayson & Justin Frankel, on the passing of their brother, Matthew Frankel.
Hayden & Evan Goldstein, on the passing of their mother, Amy Goldstein.
Elliott Goldstein, on the passing of his wife, Amy Goldstein.
Arden Rauch, on the passing of his brother, Mitchell Cohen.
Pastor Albert Manu of PramPram, Ghana, on the passing of his wife, Grace Manu.
Sue Ellen Friedman, on the passing of her cousin, Michael Rothchild.
Susan Weissman, on the passing of her cousin, Louise Warren.
Kim Mousaw, on the passing of her friend, John Sterrett.
Brian Cuttler, on the passing of his uncle, Alan Hochheiser.

We grieve with those who have lost loved ones and extend our condolences to:



WE RECORD WITH SORROW THE 
PASSING OF OUR MEMBERS

            

   Robert Balkin
     Amy Goldstein

   Maria Maisel 
     Sheila Gordon

                   Matthew Frankel        
 



Yahrzeit listings
are in the Friday

temple e-newsletter.



Donations received between August 11 to
November 9, 2022



ADULT EDUCATION FUND

Brian Cuttler



ALAN STERNSTEIN CHEDER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

in memory of:
Max & Lee Lesser from Meg Levine
Benjamin Sternstein from Gail Sternstein
Sanford Sternstein from Gail Sternstein
Pauline Jacob from Gail Sternstein
Adele Derby from Gail Sternstein
Todd Margolis from Gail Sternstein
Nola Golden from Gail Sternstein
Todd Margolis from Harvey & Elaine Cline
Sanford Sternstein from Richard Watkins

ALISON AUERBACH-BARR YOUTH FUND
in memory of Alison Auerbach-Barr from Brian Haak

CEMETERY FUND
In honor and loving memory of the yahrzeits of Weissman
relatives in 2022 from Sue Weissman

GENERAL FUND/JEWISH VIBRANCY FUND

Mindy & Jesse Holland
Paula Metzner & Ed Bein
David Bank & Amy Alaniz
Lee Brice
Stuart Gould
Michelle Lynch
Debra & Brian Gordon
Gay Griffith
Jodi Pearlman
Paul & Ronnie Zuckerberg
Daniel F Dowd
for the honor of Ushering for High Holy Days from Brian
Cuttler

in honor of:
Josh Cooper-Ginsburg from Herbert Schwartz
Sarah Desbiens from Arnold & Veronica Rotenberg
Thanks for the High Holy Days welcome from Vanessa
Bilanceri
Pleasant & meaningful years at CGOH from Nancy Spraragen
Max & Sally Tiller from Lawrence & Stephanie Tiller
Rabbi Matt's Presence for our new family from a non Member
donor
Our grandsons Jacob & William Stolfi being called up to read
the Haftarah from Mario & Ellen Marx
The Congregation from Steven & Wendi Philbrick
The Heck family from Roger & Fay Schneider
Thank you for Yom Kippur from Andrea & Neal Packer
Mike, Emily & Sue Weissman from Sue Weissman
Mindy Holland's Distinguished Service Award from Arlene Bein
Paula Metzner's Distinguished Service Award from Arlene Bein

DONATIONS



GENERAL FUND/JEWISH VIBRANCY FUND (continued)

in memory of

Brian Cuttler's Uncle, Alan Hochheiser, from Dr. Harvey
Randall
Edith Simon from Irwin & Rosalie Margolis
Barry Gold from John Berhaupt & Suzanne Gold
Sheldon Kramer from Barbara Kramer
Todd Alan Margolis from Judy Kaplan
Lester Gerhardt from Karen Gerhardt
Matthew Frankel from Rochelle & Paul Riven
Matthew Frankel from Eric & Gilah Moses
Matthew Frankel from Mitchell & Faith Silver
Todd Alan Margolis from Stuart Gould
Todd Alan Margolis from Mary Ellen O'Connor
Todd Alan Margolis from Elinor & Joel Obuchowski
Todd Alan Margolis from Harvey Randall
Ilse Hanna Wolff from Dave & Leah Wolff-Pellingra
Carol Rosenbloom from Mark Rosenbloom
Shirley Kimmer from Jeffrey Kimmer
Sandra & Leonard Coffman from Rachel Schwartz
Bertha Horowitz from Charles Horowitz
Natalie & Gerald Margolis from Jonathan Margolis
Nina & Reuben Simkhovich from Igor & Zina Kats
Miriam Pascal from Gay Griffith
Mitchell Cohen, brother of Arden Rauch, from Arnie &
Veronica Rotenberg
Larry Stock, dear friend from Gay Griffith
Hy Skolnick, grandfather of Jeremy Cohen, from Gay
Griffith
Sheila Randall from Lee Brice
Jacqueline Freedman from Lee Brice
Ettarea Alpert from Lee Brice
Judith Shepherd from Lee Brice
Robert Balkin from Ellen & Mark Balkin
Werner & Lore Vollweiler from Peter & Miriam
Vollweiler

HAHN TEEN INIATIVE FUND

in memory of
Arthur Hahn & Else Hahn from Gerald & Bea Hahn
Nathan Glickman & Clara Glickman from Gerald & Bea
Hahn

HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL

A grant from Maya & Steve Elson
Steve Egna
Richard Olender
Samuil & Zhanna Shkolnik
Juli & Paul Boyarin
Suzanne Gold & John Berhaupt
Steven Goldberg
Mindy & Jesse Holland

Each donation is
gratefully appreciated!



DONATIONS

Each donation is
gratefully appreciated!

 
HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL (continued)

Gary & Zina Lam
Leslee & Kenneth Leichman
Shawn & Jennifer Tabankin
Sanford Fialkoff
Bruce Feldman & Maxine George
The Dashews
Rabbi Eleanor & William Pearlman
Sherry Liebman
Lawrence & Ellen Eisenberg
John & Susan Hoetker
Arden Rauch
Theodore & Lenore Reinhardt
irving Freedman
June Benenson
Ina & Aaron Fried
Ernie & Deborah Wein
Cheryl & David Berkof
Tiara Feinberg
Howard & Marilyn Marwill
Peter Kopcha
Michelle & Michael Stolfi
Brian Haak
Marcus Harrington & Elisa Harrington-Verb
Helaine & Wayne St Clair
Rachel Cohon & Randy Simon
Rosalyn Rufer
Thomas & Cynthia Goodman
Elaine & Harvey Cline
Russell & Cara Wolff
Boris & Harriet Severenko
Sonya Stall
Trudi Melamed
Shirley Feldman
Sherry & Al Dickinson
Sharon & Kenneth Einbinder
Mary Matthews
Joanne Kaufman
Anonymous
Alvin & Helene Arlitz
Gail Stenstein & Deborah Germroth
Alicia Jacobs
Mark Goldhaber
Eric & Rachael Siegelman

 
HIGH HOLY DAYS APPEAL (continued)

Robert & Donna Grossman
Irwin & Rosalie Margolis
Sidney & Ann Cramer
Craig & Kathleen Cushing
Erin & Lauren Savage
Barbara Kramer
Gloria Schneider
Brian Cuttler
Richard & Raylene Jacobs
Joseph Molloy & Dana Lichtman in thanks for a wonderful
Rosh Hashana Family Service

in memory of:
Rabbi Michael & Mignon Szenes from Peter & Miriam
Vollweiler
Irwin Kaplan, Dorothy Kaminer Kaplan, Tillie Kaplan,
Harry Kaplan, Anna Kaminer & Isidore Kaminer from Ilene
Kaplan
Sheila Randall from Dr. Harvey Randall
Stuart Rubin from Jonathan & Jessica Rubin
Dr. Jeffrey M Cohen from Cynthia Cohen
Judith Falk from Jonathan Falk
The Wennar family from Sandra Kutil

JO AUERBACH CULINARY FUND
Carl Auerbach

LEWIS CHAPMAN LIFELONG LEARNING FUND

in honor of
Lois Bluestein's Special Birthday from Sarah Chapman
Barbara Dworkin from Sarah Chapman

in memory of Lewis Chapman from Sarah Chapman

MAX FELDMAN MUSIC FUND

in memory of
Larry Feldman from Mrs. Shirley Feldman
Max Feldman from Mrs. Shirley Feldman
Todd Margolis from Mrs. Shirley Feldman
Esther Davidow from Ina & Aaron Fried

NORMAN & BEVERLY FRANCIS EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
FUND
in memory of
Norman & Beverly Francis from Cynthia & Joseph
Gensheimer



in memory of  (continued)
Sanders Terkel from Dr. Harvey Randall
Florence Randall from Dr. Harvey Randall
Todd Alan Margolis from Dr. Harvey Randall
Matthew Frankel from Kenneth & Leslee Leichman
Matthew Frankel from Abbey & Richard Laskey
Nathan Oser from Lawrence & Ellen Eisenberg
Bella Wishnick from Mrs.Barbara Kramer
Bob Balkin from Rabbi Barry Block
Lilian Boyarin from Paul & Juli Boyarin
David Boyarin from Paul & Juli Boyarin
Harvey's mother & brother in law from Harvey Randall
Florence Abelson Olsen & Herman Abelson from
Lawrence & Ellen Eisenberg
Bernard Stein from John & Susanna Hurley
Robert Balkin from Ellen & Mark Balkin
Brian Boyarin from Paul & Juli Boyarin

RANDALL ADULT LIBRARY FUND
in honor of
Ben Cutler's marriage from Stanley & Ellen Strauss

in memory of
Matthew Frankel from Stan & Ellen Strauss
John Symington from Stan & Ellen Strauss
Todd Margolis from Barbara & Richard Preismann
Steven Benjamin Boyajian from Barbara Boyajian
Sheila Randall from Brian Cuttler

PASSPORT TO ISRAEL
C. Sandra Smith

PRAYERBOOK FUND
in memory of her parents, Jack & Lenore Verdrager from
C. Sandra Smith

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
in memory of
Todd Margolis from Sherry & Al Dickinson

SINGER MUSIC FUND
from Katherine Owens & Paul Meyer

SISTERHOOD REYUT FUND
in honor of
Barbara Walton from Irwin & Rosalie Margolis

TEMPLE COMMUNITY SERVICE CORPS (TCSC) FUND
in honor of Benjamin Cutler & Beckie Hamroff's wedding
from Marion & David Pollac

in memory of
Felix Cohen from D. Graham & Karen Holmes

WACHENHEIM MITZVAH DAY FUND
C. Sandra Smith

in memory of
Max Lesser from Megan Levine




ONEG/KIDDUSH SPONSOR

Paula Metner & Ed Bein for Rosh Hashana Challah
Rabbi Matt & Sharon Cutler for aufruf oneg

in honor of
Ari Urowsky from Tricia Doakmajian & David Freedman 
Evelia Echandy Bat Mitzvah from Irwin & Deborah Wein
Carter Carr Bar Mitzvah from Robert & Rachel Carr
Sarah Desbiens Bat Mitzvah from Elizabeth & Robert
Desbiens

in memory of
Sheila Randall from Dr.Harvey Randall- for February 2023

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Brian Haak
for the Rabbi's wise counsel from Brian Cuttler
Seth Hanft & Marjorie Rosenthal
Richard Olender
Kenneth & Leslee Leichman
Ronnie & Paul Zuckerberg
Mark Gibbons & Paula Yablonsky
Rick Dolins
Marilyn & Lawrence Gordon
Dorothy & Naomi Meyer
Debra & Brian Gordon
Eric Tepper
Thank you Rabbi Matt from Basil Lucak
in appreciation of Rabbi Matt from Lisa Newmark
toward sanctuary cushion buttons from Lawrence & Ellen
Eisenberg

in honor of
Gordon Zuckerman for Presidency of SJCC from Herbert
Schwartz
Sarah Desbiens Bat Mitzvah from Lawrence & Ellen
Eisenberg
Rabbi Matt & Sharon Cutler on Ben's marriage from
Lawrence & Ellen Eisenberg
The wedding of Benjamin Cutler & Beckie Hamroff from
Brian Haak
Paula Metzner from Dorothy & Naomi Meyer
Rabbi Matt from Jacob & Shelby Fecura
Rabbi Matt's Kindness & Friendship from Kenneth &
Leslee Leichman
the engagement of Elana Cramer, granddaughter of Ann &
Sidney, to Brian Clancy from Lawrence & Ellen Eisenberg
Rabbi Matt Cutler for Bernard Natt's service from Non
Member Donor
B'nai Mitzvah of Alejandro & Miguel Balkin and in
appreciation of Rabbi Cutler from Rabbi Block
Rabbi Matt from Lisa Berman
Miles Elson becoming a Bar Mitzvah from Marilyn Elson
Rabbi Matt from Steven & MaryEllen Jacobson



Each donation is

gratefully appreciated!
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Leadership
Rabbi Matthew S. Cutler

Adjunct Rabbi Emeritus Eleanor B. Pearlman
Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Bernard Bloom

Director of Congregational Jewish Living,
Arnold Rotenberg

Director of Administration and Operations,
Joshua Cooper-Ginsburg



Executive Committee
Peter Kopcha, President 

Jonathan Rubin, Executive Vice President 
Elizabeth Desbiens, VP Ritual

Andrea Berkowitz-Cerasano, VP Living Jewish Values
Stacey Farber, VP Fundraising & Philanthropy

Richard Dolins, Honorary Vice President
Randy Simon, Financial Secretary

Brian Haak, Treasurer
Mary Matthews, Secretary



Board of Trustees

Andrea Berkowitz-Cerasano, Kim Broad, 
Elizabeth Desbiens, Steve Egna,

Steve Elson, Stacey Farber,
Shae Fitzgerald, Brian Haak,

Elisa Harrington-Verb,
Peter Kopcha, Gerry Magnes,

Mary Matthews, Jonathan Rubin,
Randy Simon,  Melinda Teter,
Aaron Treiber, Stacie Waters



Board of Advisors

Richard Dolins--Chair, Lois Bluestein, 
Ann Cramer, Jonathan Falk,

Gerald Hahn, Eileen Michaels,
Stan Strauss, Gordon Zuckerman






Hanukkah Sameach Y'all (continued from p. 7)

** Photo: Ina's cousin, Joe Erber, left, and uncle,
Meyer Gelman, in Ahavath Rayim Synagogue.
When the congregation became too small to
support a rabbi, Joe, a postal worker and member
of the Auxiliary Police, served as lay leader,
sometimes having worn his pistol to services.

Photo by Bill Aron. Shalom Y’all!


