
This Week In Torah Shofteim 

Last Sunday evening, the Hebrew month of Elul was ushered in. We are one month 

away from the High Holidays. Our tradition begs us to use that time to prepare. In 

traditional communities, sharacharit services end with a blast from the shofar. In our 

spiritual world, this is a time of personal reconning. A chance to look inward and 

transform ourselves into a better, more worthy image of God. In Hebrew, the word 

teshuvah is used—to turn and seek forgiveness from those we hurt; to turn and listen as 

we grant forgiveness to those who hurt us. But teshuvah also implies an answer --- a 

question is asked, a teshuvah is given. For us, let’s answer the first question that God 

asks in Torah: Eiycha? Where are you? Who are you? What have you become? How do 

you want to return to the path of righteousness? 

Let me share a rabbinic perspective—perfection is impossible. If we think we can behave 

in such a way that we will never make a mistake, we are misguided. Everyone has flaws--

- patriarch and matriarchs in Torah had flaws, sages and scholars have faults, rabbis and 

teachers make mistakes, and our loved ones will sometimes be less than perfect. So, let’s 

give up on that aspiration—not as an excuse for improper behavior, but because we are 

judging ourselves too harshly. Instead, let’s focus in on the term tzadikim—

righteousness. That is more accurate for what we seek. 

In this week’s parasha, we read the famous words: “tsedek, tsedek, tirdof—justice, 

justice shall we pursue.” In his anthology Noam Elimelech, 18th Century Chasidic Rabbi 

Elimelech of Lizhensk sees the timing of reading this parasha as a wakeup call for us as 

individuals. Rather than focusing in on community standards, Rabbi Elimelech saw this 

as a chance to gaze into a mirror of sorts and truly see who you are. That face is God 

given and what stands before it needs to be a soul filled with honesty and integrity. 16th 

century Italian Rabbi Obadiah ben Jacob Sforno compared this to the search for a new 

king after Saul died. God told Samuel to look beyond outward appearances to find one 

who is truly righteous and worthy as successor—David.  

Now add to this mix, the teachings of the 19th century Sefat Emet who saw this verse as a 

personal call. It is an internal call—justice, justice shall you pursue… for yourself… 



within yourself. Judge yourself and change your ways when you admit that you acted 

poorly or incorrectly.  That is the secret of the season inspired by the words of Torah! 

This is the season of change! Soon the leaves on the trees will change color. Now is a 

chance for us to see our true colors and if we don’t like what we see, then change the 

behavior! ‘Tis the season and the shofar is calling us to wake up and do it.  


