
Simchat Torah 

There are a lot of holidays in the month of Tishrei. The last is Simchat Torah when we 

finish the Torah cycle and start all over again. Its placement is more than a simple end 

of the cycle. There is a deep spiritual significance as each holiday builds on itself. For 

one thing, we start a new cycle – the year, without sin, with gratitude for Divine 

providence... and with a new understanding for the words of Torah.  

In the 2nd century of the Common Era, Rabbi Ben Bag-Bag said: “Turn it, turn it over 

again—for everything is in there.” A new year brings new questions, but the sanctity and 

wisdom of Torah brings an eternal truth by the methodology of understanding God’s 

words. 

In the Talmud [Menachot 29b], there is a story of Moses putting crowns on 7 letters as 

they appear in the scroll. Puzzled on the rationale, God transports Moses to the 

classroom of Rabbi Akiba. Moses couldn’t follow the conversation until Akiba said that 

this was all derived from Torah that Moses brought down from Mount Sinai! The 

meaning of the tale is that those acts of calligraphy serve as a license to interpret our 

lives such that we live with Torah as the essence of living. 

Rabbi Yehudah Leib Alter of Ger taught that Simchat Torah must happen in close 

proximity to Yom Kippur. As we yearn to do teshuvah [repent/return], we demonstrate 

our renewal by fulfilling words of Torah: “Na’aseh v’nishmah—we will do and we will 

hear.” We do by following the words of Torah as we follow the rituals of Sukkot. We hear 

by committing ourselves to study Torah. For the Rebbe, he understood that sin is a 

hinderance in accomplishing both those things. As we serve God by doing and 

studying—sin puts ourselves ahead of God in a selfish fashion. So once we repent—and 



we have a clean slate—we demonstrate for ourselves the righteous way to be—following 

the mitzvot and studying Torah! 

Each year, we repeat the cycle just as Ben Bag-Bag said. Each year, we renew our 

righteousness by doing and learning as soon as our transgressions are absolved. Each 

year, we strengthen our resolves as we add insights and active intellectualism as if we 

were crowns on the letters of Torah. 

Chag Same’ach 


