
This Week in Torah Zot HaBracha 

Rabbi Matt Cutler 

10.6.2020 

As the book of Deuteronomy comes to a close, we read of Moses’ death. The text states: “Never 

again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses—whom the LORD singled out, face to face, 

for the various signs and portents that the LORD sent him to display in the land of Egypt, against 

Pharaoh and all his courtiers and his whole country” [Deuteronomy 34:10-11]. Moses was a 

unique prophet who had a special relationship with God. RaSHI said that Moses had the ability 

to speak with God at any moment that he wanted; no one else had that ability or was granted 

such favor. Sforno said that no other subsequent prophet ever attained the lofty spiritual stature 

of Moses. This explained the statement by our sages that no prophet is allowed to innovate 

something in the Torah since Moses had died. But please note that when Moses died, prophecy 

did not die—it took a different format. 

In traditional liturgy, the song Yigdal is sung on a regular basis. It is based on Maimonides’ “13 

articles of faith.”  Numbers 6 & 7 state that revelation happens through the prophets and Moses 

was the preeminent of all the prophets. The Sefer Emes states that during Sukkot, we remember 

our calling to the prophetic mission by waving the lulav and etrog in 6 directions and 

acknowledge God inside of us. Thus, it is our mission to proclaim God’s sovereignty to others 

Just as the prophets did. Take a look at Jeremiah 4:4 which proclaims “Open your hearts to the 

LORD, Remove the thickening about your hearts…” or in 4:14 which states: “Wash your heart 

clean of wickedness, O Jerusalem, that you may be rescued.” These citations are seen by the 

rabbis as a calling to challenge people to hear God’s commands and act on them. It is a part of 

the ongoing and unfolding tradition that prophecy is still alive to this day and did not stop with 

Moses.  

But what is prophecy? Is it merely hearing God’s words and sharing it with others? No—it is far 

more than that, said Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, who in his doctoral dissertation wrote of 

prophecy which was later turned into a book. He wrote: “Prophecy is the voice that God has lent 

to silent agony, a voice to the plundered poor, to the profane riches of the world. It is a form of 

living, a crossing point of God and man. God is raging in the prophet’s words.”  The prophetic 

call is best illustrated by the section from Isaiah, we read on Yom Kippur: “Is such the fast I 



desire, A day for men to starve their bodies? Is it bowing the head like a bulrush And lying in 

sackcloth and ashes? Do you call that a fast, A day when the LORD is favorable? No, this is the 

fast I desire: To unlock fetters of wickedness, And untie the cords of the yoke To let the 

oppressed go free; To break off every yoke. It is to share your bread with the hungry, And to take 

the wretched poor into your home; When you see the naked, to clothe him, And not to ignore 

your own kin.” [Isaiah 58:5-7] Prophecy is a call to engage in social action and advocate for 

social justice. 

The prophets demanded action and so do we. It is not political to speak out on issues as Jews; it 

is a moral imperative. As Jews, we cannot stand by as our neighbor bleeds. As Jews, we must 

speak up for the foreigner because 36 times in the Torah it reminds us that we were strangers in a 

foreign land. As Jews, we are obligated to pursue justice because it is commanded by God to do 

so. The prophets set the pattern and the Reform movement’s Religious Action Center is one of 

numerous Jewish groups that carry this message forward today. In fact, our movement’s old 

headquarters in New York City had these words as a banner that was carved around the building: 

“What does the LORD ask of you? To do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” 

[Micah 6:8] 

Now the legacy of the prophets has fallen onto us to do. Heed the words found in Proverbs [4:2]: 

“For I give you good instruction; Do not forsake my teaching.” That is our mission which Moses 

has bestowed upon us. 

 

 


